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MAURITIUS IS FAMILY FOR US! THIS BOND IS DEEP AND STRONGLY ROOTED INHISTORY,
HERITAGE, AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT - PMMODI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi is conferred Mauritius’s highest civilian award, the Grand Commander of the
Order of the Star and Key of the Indian Ocean, by President of Mauritius Dharam Gokhool, at Port Louis in
Mauritius

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Mauritius on March 11 and 12, 2025, where he presented
India’s ambitious vision for the Global South while reinforcing the historic ties between India and
Mauritius. In his speeches at various events, PM Modi highlighted India’s commitment to
promoting security, development, and mutual cooperation with Mauritius and other nations in
the Global South.

Addressing the Indian diaspora at a community event in Port Louis, Prime Minister Modi
described Mauritius not merely as a partner but as a part of India’s family. He said, “For us,
Mauritius is family! This bond is deep and strongly rooted in history, heritage, and the human
spirit.” He went on to state that Mauritius serves as a bridge connecting India to the wider Global
South.

Recalling his visit to Mauritius in 2015, PM Modi highlighted his announcement of India’s SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision. "Today, Mauritius is still at the heart of this
vision," he added, reaffirming India’'s commitment to fostering peace, security, and growth
across the Indian Ocean region.
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In a special gesture of goodwill, PM Modi presented Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cards to Mauritius
Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam and his wife, Veena Ramgoolam. This move was hailed by
members of the Mauritius Parlioment, including Mahend Gungapersad and Ajay Gunness, who
described the gesture as “a proof of friendship” between the two nations.

The OCI cards extended to the Ramgoolam family are symbolic of the long-standing cultural and
familial ties between India and Mauritius, with Gungapersad noting that “70 percent of our population
has your DNA” Gunness echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the deep, unbreakable relationship
between India and Mauiritius.

PM Modi was conferred with the highest national honour of Mauritius, further cementing the cultural and
historical ties between the two nations. This recognition was a testament to the strong and growing
bilateral relationship, with the PM's visit being marked by warm and sincere exchanges.

In a display of India’s strategic cooperation with Mauritius, the Indian Navy's advanced destroyer, INS
Imphal, opened its decks to the public as part of the Mauritius National Day celebrations. Captain Kamal
K. Chaudhury, Commanding Officer of INS Imphal, spoke of the pride and honour of representing India at
the National Day parade.

INS Imphal, a state-of-the-art warship built by the Indian Navy, is part of India’s growing maritime
engagement with Mauritius, which is also a key player in the Indian Ocean region'’s security.

One of the most significant announcements of the visit came as PM Modi unveiled India’s vision for the
Global South, termed “MAHASAGAR” (Mutuol and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions). The vision focuses on fostering trade for development, capacity building for sustainable
growth, and ensuring mutual security for a shared future.

“This vision of MAHASAGAR is aimed at promoting growth, security, and prosperity in the Global South,”
said PM Modi. His remarks come against the backdrop of growing competition and strategic rivalries in
the Indian Ocean and broader Indo-Pacific regions, particularly as China seeks to expand its influence in
these areas.

During the visit, India and Mauritius signed several key agreements, including those focusing on
maritime security, trade in national currencies, and capacity building in emerging sectors like space
research, Al, digital health, and cybersecurity.

In a joint statement with PM Modi, Mauritius Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam expressed his
pleasure at the constructive discussions held during the visit. He emphasized that the two leaders
agreed to strengthen their countries’ bilateral relations, with a particular focus on emerging sectors such
as space, pharmaceuticals, ICT, and FinTech.

“We have agreed to strengthen our relations further through the Mauritius-India Joint Vision Document
for an Enhanced Strategic Partnership,” said Ramgoolam, underscoring the shared commitment to
advancing cooperation in these critical sectors.

Former High Commissioner of Mauritius to India, Mookhesswur Choonee, lauded PM Modi for promoting
the philosophy of “Vasudhev Kutumbakam” (the world is one family) and praised his unwavering focus
on the global good. Choonee remarked, “If there is any leader who thinks about the world and not just
his country, it is PM Modi. He is second to none.”

In a gesture symbolizing the spiritual connection between India and Mauritius, PM Modi brought holy
water from the Sangam at Prayagraj, which was recently a site for the Maha Kumbh Mela. This sacred
water, brought as a gift for the people of Mauritius, reflects the deep cultural and religious ties shared
between the two nations. PM Modi expressed his hope that the water would bring prosperity and
blessings to Mauiritius.

PM Modi also met with former Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth and Leader of the
Opposition Georges Pierre Lesjongard to discuss strengthening bilateral ties. The discussions focused on
enhancing the Indio-Mauritius partnership and collaborating on regional security issues.

PM Modi in Mauritius was marked by key announcements, symbolic gestures, and a reaffirmation of the
deep, historical ties between India and Mauiritius. His visit not only showcased India’s commitment to the
development and security of the Global South but also underscored the importance of mutual
cooperation between India and Mauritius in facing emerging global challenges.

As PM Modi aptly put it, “Mauritius is family, and together, we will continue to build a brighter, more secure
future for the Global South.

@ Page 02



ARSP ORGANIZED A FAREWELL PROGRAM OF H. E
DR. ROGER GOPAUL, HIGH COMMISSIONER OF
THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
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Felicitation of H.E. Dr. Roger Gopaul - From Right to Left:
Prof. Gopal Arora, Shri Shyam Parande, Amb. Vinod
Kumar, H. E. Dr. Roger Gopaul, Amb. J. S. Sapra and Amb.
Sushil Singhal

Diaspora Research and Resource Center (DRRC) of
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) organized
an event at Paravasi Bhawan on Saturday, 22nd
February 2025, to honor H.E. Dr. Roger Gopaul, who
had recently completed his distinguished tenure as
the High Commissioner of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago to India. The event brought together a
diverse gathering of esteemed office-bearers,
members of ARSP, diplomats, and guests to
celebrate Dr. Gopaul's remarkable contributions to
the strengthening of bilateral ties between India and
Trinidad & Tobago.

The occasion commenced with a warm welcome
and opening remarks from the event's moderator,
Prof. Gopal Arora. Prof. Arora set the tone for the
gathering, emphasizing the importance of
international diplomacy and the role of figures like
Dr. Gopaul in fostering stronger relationships
between countries.

Dr. Gopaul addressed the gathering with great
enthusiasm, offering a personal reflection on his
tenure as High Commissioner and sharing insights
from his experiences in India. His speech was rich in
cultural, philosophical, and political observations,
discussing how the historical ties between India and
Trinidad & Tobago had evolved over time and the
profound significance of cultural exchanges in
deepening bilateral relations. He also delved into the
shared values and aspirations of the two nations
and highlighted key areas of collaboration during his
time in India.

Dr. Gopaul's engaging speech was a testimony to his
dedication to diplomacy and the Indo-Trinidadian
relationship. He also reflected on the challenges and
opportunities that arise in

nuanced
the

international  relations, offering a
perspective on the dynamics between
Caribbean and South Asia.

The event featured inspiring addresses from two
distinguished speakers. Amb. J. S. Sapra, the Former
High Commissioner of India to Trinidad and
Tobago, spoke eloquently about the longstanding
and multifaceted relationship between the two
countries. His reflections on the cultural, political,
and economic exchanges between India and
Trinidad & Tobago  were  well-received,
underscoring the important role of individuals like
Dr. Gopaul in strengthening those ties.

Mr. Hanani Ben Lewi, the Second Secretary of the
Co-operative Republic of Guyana, also delivered a
thought-provoking speech, focusing on the
broader context of South-South cooperation and
the significance of shared diasporic bonds in
enhancing diplomatic relations. His address
provided an insightful perspective on the role of
Caribbean nations in global diplomacy, further
complementing the theme of the event.

The event was further enriched by the warm and
heartfelt remarks of Amb. Vinod Kumar, the
President of ARSP, expressed his gratitude to Dr.
Gopaul for his contributions to strengthening India-
Trinidad & Tobago relations. Amb. Kumar praised
Dr. Gopaul's efforts in bringing the two nations
closer together, fostering mutual respect, and
advancing cooperation in various fields.

The program was attended by several notable
individuals, including Shri Vishnu Vishram, Dr.
Markandey Rai, Shri Laxman, Shri Shiv Kumar Nigam,
Shri Mukesh Aggarwal, Dr. Deepti Agrwal, Shri
Narayan Kumar, Dr. Raghuvansh, Shri Anil Joshi, and
Shri T. N Malhotra. These esteemed guests
contributed to the event's success through their
active participation and support. Their presence
added to the occasion's significance,
demonstrating the strong community bonds that
exist within the Indian diaspora and their
commitment to international diplomacy.

The event provides a platform for deep and
meaningful  dialogue about the evolving
relationship between India and Trinidad & Tobago.
It was a moment to recognize the invaluable work
of H.E. Dr. Roger Gopaul in nurturing this relationship
and to reflect on the importance of diplomacy in a
globalized world.

ARSP’s tribute to Dr. Gopaul not only honored his
personal achievements but also reaffirmed the
organization’s commitment to fostering stronger
ties between India and the Caribbean nations. The
evening concluded with a warm and heartfelt vote
of thanks to all the attendees for their engaging
participation and contributions.

The gathering was a testament to the power of
diplomacy, cultural exchange, and the continued
strengthening of ties between nations that share
common values and history. The DRRC of ARSP has
once again demonstrated its dedication to
promoting meaningful interactions and supporting
global collaboration.
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EAM S JAISHANKAR AND AMBASSADORS OF 45
COUNTRIES TAKE ELEPHANT SAFARI IN
KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK

EAM S. Jaishankar Leads Elephant Safari at Kaziranga
National Park with Heads of Mission and Ambassadors

Kaziranga National Park, Assam — In a remarkable
display of India's growing appeal as a global
tourism and investment destination, External Affairs
Minister (EAM) Dr. S. Jaishankar, accompanied by
Heads of Mission and Ambassadors from 45
countries, participated in an exhilarating elephant
safari at Kaziranga National Park on February 24.
This visit, ahead of the Advantage Assam summit
scheduled to take place in Guwahati on February 25,
marks a significant effort to highlight Assam’s
natural beauty and tourism potential.

Dr. Jaishankar, addressing the group after the safari,
expressed his delight in seeing the increasing
number of tourists visiting the region. “I am very
happy to see the growing number of tourists here.
We are here for Advantage Assam, and after this, we
are heading to Guwahati. Our aim is to enhance the
profile of Assam and the northeastern states, attract
more tourists, generate international interest, and
bring in more investors. It's a step in the right
direction, and experiencing this early morning safari
is a great start to the day,” Jaishankar said.

The safari allowed the distinguished visitors a rare
opportunity to witness the park’s incredible wildlife,
including the famed one-horned rhinoceros,
elephants, and tigers in their natural habitat.
Commenting on the park's increasing tourism
figures, Jaishankar shared, “Yes, | know. | was
informed that the park has already crossed three
lakh visitors. It's a positive trend. Even the Prime
Minister encourages everyone to explore different
states because India offers an abundance of
natural and cultural tourism experiences.”

A delegate from Timor-Leste shared his thoughts on
the experience, saying, “It was a privilege to visit
Kaziranga National Park and witness wild animals
like elephants, rhinos, and tigers. Assam has
immense potential to offer such experiences to the
world. This visit has been truly enjoyable. Nature and
wild animals teach us valuable lessons about
peace. Even though rhinos and elephants are both

known for their aggressive nature, they coexist side
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by side.” Another delegate expressed heartfelt
gratitude, stating, “I thank the Minister of External
Affairs and the authorities of Assam for offering us

4 an experience that will remain a lifelong memory.

Being based in New Delhi, it is wonderful to have this

. opportunity to see Assam’s natural beauty and

immerse ourselves in its serene environment. | wish
the animals here a long and healthy life.”

The elephant safari was part of a broader effort to
promote Assam'’s geostrategic advantages ahead
of the Advantage Assam summit. This initiative,
launched by the Government of Assam, is the
largest investment promotion and facilitation
project in the region. It seeks to position Assam as a
key investment destination and a gateway to both
Northeast India and Southeast Asia.

Known for its lush tea gardens, rich biodiversity, and
vast petroleum resources, Assam is now diversifying
into emerging sectors such as agriculture, food
processing, handicrafts, tourism, and information
technology. The Advantage Assam summit will
further highlight the state's unique potential and
encourage both domestic and international
investment in these promising industries.

As the delegation prepares for the next phase of
their visit in Guwahati, it is clear that the
combination of Assam’s natural beauty and its
growing economic prospects is setting the stage for
a prosperous future for the region.

DR. S. JAISHANKAR HIGHLIGHTS FOREIGN
POLICY THROUGH RAMAYAN ANALOGY

External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar at
Literature Festival, University of Delhi

At the Delhi University Literature Festival on
February 23, External Affairs Minister (EAM) S.
Jaishankar captivated the audience with an
insightful analogy, drawing parallels between
foreign policy diplomacy and the epic Ramayan.
He shared an intriguing perspective on
international relations through the lens of
Hanuman’s mission to Lanka.

Jaishankar began his address by narrating the
iconic moment when Lord Ram sends Hanuman
to Ravana's court: “Hanumaniji, just look at it, he
is being sent by Prabhu Shri Ram to a hostile
territory. Say, go there, kind of figure out the lay
of the land.. The most difficult part of it is
actually going and meeting her and keeping up
her morale.”




He continued, emphasizing how Hanuman’s
actions demonstrated key principles of
diplomacy: "He is able to actually get into
Ravana's court by surrendering himself. He is
able to understand the dynamics of the court.
Jaishankar likened Hanuman’s ability to
navigate a complex political environment to the
challenges faced by modern-day diplomats.
The EAM expanded on the analogy, suggesting
that foreign policy and diplomacy are
essentially exercises in common sense. “How do
you maximize your friends? How do you propose
them for a job or a task at hand? How do you
manage, because sometimes you have a large
group of people, how do you manage all of
them to create a coalition?”

Jaishankar tied these insights to India’s current
diplomatic endeavors, noting that the nation is
focused on strengthening its global alliances.
"What are we trying to do today at Bharat? We
are trying to increase our number of friends. We
are trying to get different countries, all of whom
may be a little bit, you know, they may not all be
on the same page, but we are trying to get them
all together and work towards an end.”

He concluded by emphasizing the importance of
coalition-building in  modern  diplomacy,
highlighting it as a crucial component of India’s
foreign policy strategy. His words resonated with
the audience, showcasing a unique and
relatable perspective on complex international
relations.

The event proved to be a thought-provoking
exploration of how ancient wisdom can offer
valuable lessons for contemporary political and
diplomatic practices.

INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS
(ICCR) INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL MAHA

KUMBH KICKS OFF WITH A GRAND CEREMONY
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Mayor of Prayagraj, Ganesh Kesarwani, Mrs. K. Nandini
Singla, Director General of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR), and Subhash Yadav, the
nodal officer for cultural events

The 10th Edition of the much-awaited India-
International Dance & Music Festival, a prominent
feature of the International Cultural Maha Kumbh,
began with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp,
marking the beginning of a vibrant cultural journey
on 24th February 2025.

The inaugural ceremony, held in the presence of
dignitaries including the Mayor of Prayagraij,
Ganesh Kesarwani, Mrs. K. Nandini Singla, Director
General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), and Subhash Yadav, the nodal officer for
cultural events at the Mahakumbh Mela in
Prayagraj, set the stage for an unforgettable
celebration of art, culture, and unity.

This two-day festival is a spectacular confluence of
talent, bringing together 127 performers from 11
nations. The event promises to immerse audiences
in the rhythms, melodies, and dance forms of
diverse cultures, with India taking center stage,
showcasing its artistic prowess. The 13 mesmerizing
troupes, representing Vietnam, South Africq,
Rwanda, Maldives, Malaysia, Fiji, Bangladesh,
Mongolia, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and India, will present
a beautiful fusion of their rich cultural heritage and
artistic excellence.

The India-International Dance & Music Festival, a
flagship event of ICCR, is a testament to the spirit of
the Maha Kumbh—where cultures unite, and the
world comes together to celebrate creativity,
harmony, and shared artistic expression. Over the
last decade, this vibrant festival has grown into a
grand celebration, uniting artists, performers, and
audiences in a joyous display of the global
community’s shared love for music and dance.
ICCR, a proud promoter of cultural diplomacy, has
once again brought together nations, creating an
unparalleled platform for collaboration, cultural
exchange, and global unity through the power of
art. The 10th Edition of the festival is a fitting tribute
to the success and longevity of this cherished

event, celebrating its journey of promoting
creativity, diversity, and artistic excellence.

GLOBAL  INDIAN LEADERS UNITE AT
INDIASPORA FORUM IN ABU DHABI,

STRENGTHENING INDIA’S GLOBAL CULTURAL
BRIDGE
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A landmark event took place in the UAE: the inaugural
Indiaspora Forum for Good 2025.

A landmark event took place in the UAE, where the
inaugural Indiaspora Forum for Good 2025 brought
together over 100 distinguished leaders from
around the world. Hosted from February 23 to 26,
the four-day summit united global leaders of Indian
origin to address pressing global challenges and
explore impactful solutions across various sectors.
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A Gathering of Global Leaders
The forum attracted over 100 influential figures from
more than 30 countries, spanning a diverse
spectrum of industries. Among the attendees were
Fortune 500 CEOs, political leaders, philanthropists,
social entrepreneurs, academics, healthcare
professionals, climate advocates, artists, and young
innovators. Their collective vision emphasized the
power of unity and collaboration in solving global
problems.
Key Focus Areas
Discussions and sessions centered on critical issues
that are shaping the future of our world. Key themes
included:

e Ethical Al Development: Harnessing artificial

intelligence responsibly while managing its risks.

e Climate Resilience: Identifying sustainable
solutions to tackle climate change.

e Global Public  Infrastructure:  Enhancing
connectivity and equitable development across
nations.

e Philanthropy & Social Entrepreneurship: Exploring
innovative partnerships to drive social impact.

e Diaspora Trade & Investment: Unlocking the
potential for economic collaboration within the
Indian global community.

e Cultural Heritage & Identity: Promoting Indian
heritage through cultural exchanges worldwide.

Insights from Industry Pioneers

The event kicked off in Abu Dhabi with cultural tours
that included visits to iconic landmarks such as the
Grand Mosque, BAPS Temple, and the Louvre
Museum. These experiences highlighted the region’s
rich heritage before the official program began with
a welcome dinner at the Pearl Lounge, Grand Hyatt
Abu Dhabi. High-level discussions followed at the Al
Bateen Ballroom.

Notable speakers included Nobel laureate Kailash
Satyarthi, Ola CEO Bhavish Aggarwal, FedEx CEO Rqj
Subramaniam, Infosys Co-Founder Kris
Gopalakrishnan, and former tennis star Vijay
Amritraj. Their speeches covered a wide range of

topics, from social justice and technological
disruption to global commerce and cultural
diplomacy.

Cultural & Networking Experiences

While the forum offered profound discussions, it also
embraced immersive experiences that encouraged
deeper connections among participants. A grand
dinner at the Emirates Palace Mandarin Oriental
Hotel provided an exclusive networking platform,
while a desert safari gave attendees an opportunity
to bond over regional traditions beneath the stars.
The Grand Finale: Global Al Summit in Dubai

The forum concluded with the highly anticipated
Global Al Summit at Dubai’'s iconic Museum of the
Future. Organized in collaboration with the Dubai
Future Foundation, the summit explored Al's rapid
evolution and its transformative effects across
various industries.

A standout moment was a fireside chat between
Indiaspora Founder MR Rangaswami and Mayfield
Fund Managing Partner Navin Chaddha. Chaddha
shared his vision for Al, emphasizing its potential to
revolutionize human collaboration: “Machines and

humans will collaborate, elevating human potential
to new heights,” he stated, underscoring the need
for continued investment in people to drive
technological innovation.
Other distinguished speakers included:
e Anurag Banerjee (Founder & CEO, Quilt.Al) -
Discussed Al's role in analyzing human behavior,
e Radha Ramaswami Basu (Founder & CEO, iMerit)
— Focused on Al applications in data enrichment.
 Anurag Jain (Co-founder, Perot Jain) — Explored
emerging tech investment opportunities.
¢ Sindhu Gangadharan (SVP & MD, SAP Labs India)
— Shared insights on integrating Al in business.
A Vision for the Future
The Indiaspora Forum for Good 2025 underscored
the transformative potential of the Indian diaspora
in shaping global progress. By facilitating
meaningful dialogue, building strategic
partnerships, and encouraging cultural exchanges,
the event has set the stage for future initiatives
aimed at creating positive change across the world.
As participants return to their respective fields, the
spirit of collaboration continues to inspire,
reinforcing the belief that the world is one family.
INDIA-UAE CEPA

ANNIVERSARY EVENT

HIGHLIGHTS DEEPENING ECONOMIC TIES

i

Dignitaries, industry leaders and government officials
graced in the event

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and the
second anniversary of the UAE Chapter of the UAE-
India Business Council (UIBC) on February 28. The
event saw the participation of key dignitaries,
industry  leaders, and government officials,
reflecting the significance of the growing bilateral
ties between the two nations.

The gathering was graced by Dr. Thani bin Ahmed
Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister for Foreign Trade, Indian
Ambassador to the UAE Sunjay Sudhir, Consul
General of India in Dubai, Faisal Kottikolon,
Chairman of the UIBC UAE Chapter, and members of
the UIBC Board of Governors.

Dr. Thani Al Zeyoudi's Address: CEPA's Global Trade
Impact

In his keynote speech, Dr. Thani emphasized the
crucial role that CEPA has played in reshaping the
UAE's global trade landscape. He highlighted that
the UAE's non-oil trade with India had surged by
20.5% year-on-year,
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partnership’s success. Dr. Thani also pointed out
that CEPA has been instrumental in paving the way
for the UAE to establish trade agreements with 25
other countries, reinforcing its position as a global
trade hub.

Ambassador Sudhir: A Stronger Economic and
Cultural Partnership

Indian Ambassador Sunjay Sudhir reiterated that

CEPA goes beyond trade agreements, fostering | & 7

stronger investment flows and closer people-to-
people connections between India and the UAE. He

highlighted the introduction of the Local Currency s

Settlement mechanism and the progress on the
India-Middle Eost—EurOﬁe Economic Corridor (IMEC),
noting the rapid growth of Indian businesses in the
UAE. Major Indian companies such as Ashok
Leyland, Dabur, and Motherson have expanded their
operations in Ras Al Khaimah, capitalizing on the
UAE’s favorable investment climate.

Ambassador Sudhir also recognized the UAE's
commitment to enhancing human capital and
educational ties, mentioning the forthcoming
campuses of Indian institutjons, including the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi's Abu Dhabi
branch, Indian Instituite of Management (IIM)
Ahmedabad, and the Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT) in Dubai.

Bilateral Trade Surge and Future Prospects

The Consul General of India in Dubai underscored
the remarkable growth in bilateral trade since the
signing of CEPA in February 2022, noting that the
trade between India and the UAE had reached
nearly $84 billion by March 2024. He expressed
confidence that the two countries are on track to
meet their ambitious target of $100 billion in non-oil
trade and $15 billion in services trade by 2030.

The Consul General also highlighted key initiatives
such as the Local Currency Settlement mechanism,
the IMEC corridor, and the Virtual Trade Corridor
(vTC), which are expected to further streamline and
reduce the cost of trade.

Faisal Kottikolon: Commitment to Strengthening
Bilateral Cooperation

Faisal Kottikolon, Chairman of the UIBC UAE Chapter,
reaffrmed the Council’'s dedication to enhancing
trade and investment between the two nations.
During the event, the UIBC also released reports on
India’s renewable energy sector, an investment
roadmap for India, and a comprehensive guide to
doing business in the UAE for Indian investors,
developed in collaboration with SBI Capital Markets.
A coffee table book titled Opening New Gateways:
Tourism Opportunities was unveiled , highlighting
the vast tourism potential between India and the
UAE. The event also featured a panel discussion
focusing on the India-UAE growth story, with
industry leaders discussing future opportunities for
cooperation and growth.
A Model of Global
Collaboration

As the India-UAE partnership continues to deepen,
both nations are on a path toward even greater
economic collaboration. The event marked a
reaffirmation of the shared vision to further
strengthen economic ties and unlock new
opportunities for businesses and investors in both
countries. This growing relationship is emerging as
a model for global trade and investment
cooperation.

Trade and Investment

reaching AED 240.3 billion, a direct reflection of the BUDDHIST WAY OF LIFE MANAGEMENT, SHARED

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE
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Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) hosted a
thought-provoking event on 15th February 2025 at
Pravasi Bhawan, New Delhi, titled ‘Buddhist Way of
Life Management, Shared Cultural and Heritage of
Bharat and Sri Lanka’. The event was followed by a
guided meditation session and aimed to explore the
relevance of Buddhist philosophy in modern life, its
cultural ties between Bharat (India) and Sri Lanka,
and its role in fostering peace and understanding in
today’s world.

The session began with welcoming remarks by Shri
Sanjay Bhalla, Vice President of ARSP, who provided
an overview of the organization’s work and its
ongoing initiatives. He highlighted two key projects,
the Diaspora Research and Resource Center (DRRC)
and the Center for Roma Culture and Relation
(CRCR). He further emphasized ARSP's guiding
motto, "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam® = "The world is
one family,” setting the tone for the gathering’s
theme of shared values, cultural heritage, and
universal peace.

Shri Markhande Rai, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee at ARSP, introduced the esteemed
guest, Venerable Bhante Y. Wimala, a renowned
spiritual teacher, and set the stage for a discussion
on Buddha's philosophy, meditation, and its
application in today’s fast-paced world. Shri Rai
underlined the need to integrate the timeless
wisdom of Buddha into modern society and its
potential to foster global peace.

Venerable Bhante Y. Wimala, the Guest of Honour,
took the stage to share insights into Buddha's
philosophy, meditation, and its life-changing
benefits. He began with a profound introduction to
the core tenets of Buddhism and how meditation
can be an essential tool for self-realization and

inner peace.

He elaborated on Buddha’s three pillars: Manas
éMind), Chitta (Heart), and Manayna
Consciousness), explaining how understanding

and mastering these elements help practitioners
control and understand their body and mind. The
Venerable’'s address underscored the importance of
meditation in achieving balance, self-awareness,
and harmony in everyday life. His words resonated
deeply with the audience, inspiring many to
consider the transformative power of Buddhist
teachings in dealing with the challenges of
contemporary life.
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The session concluded with remarks by
Ambassador Sushil Kumar Singhal, Senior Vice
President of ARSP. Ambassador Singhal emphasized
the significance of Buddha's philosophy in
addressing the contemporary world’s complex
issues, particularly in resolving conflicts and
fostering understanding between cultures and
nations. He highlighted the importance of
embracing the teachings of Buddha and
integrating meditation into daily practices to
promote peace and mindfulness globally.

The event was brought to a close with a vote of
thanks by Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary Director of
ARSP. Shri Kumar shared his thoughts on Buddha's
detachment from materialism, contrasting the
teachings of Buddha with the conflicts seen in epics
like the Ramayana and Mahabharata. He reflected
on how Buddha’'s quest for enlightenment, away
from material desires and worldly conflicts, led to
his deeper understanding of human nature, animal
instincts, and the essence of peaceful coexistence.
Following the talks, attendees participated in a
guided meditation session, where they were gently
led into a state of deep relaxation and mindfulness.
The session provided participants with practical
tools for incorporating meditation into their daily
lives, helping them align their minds and bodies for
greater peace and clarity.

In summary, the event hosted by ARSP was a
meaningful exploration of Buddhist teachings,
providing valuable insights into the philosophy and
practices that can lead to a more peaceful, mindful,
and balanced life. The dialogue fostered a deeper
understanding of the shared cultural heritage
between Bharat and Sri Lanka, while promoting the
global relevance of Buddhist teachings in today's
world.

MARGHERITA INTERACTS WITH INDIAN

DIASPORA IN THE BAHAMAS

o AN

Union Minister of State for External Affairs,
Margherita at a diaspora event

Union Minister of State for External Affairs, Pabitra
Margherita, engaged with the Indian diaspora in the
Bahamas on March 3rd during his first-ever bilateral
visit to the Caribbean nation. In a vibrant event
celebrating the growing people-to-people (P2P)
and cultural ties between India and the Bahamas,
Margherita expressed his delight in connecting with
the Indian community.

Pabitra

Delighted to connect with the vibrant and closely
connected Indian community in The Bahamas! A
lively evening celebrating the growing P2P and
cultural linkages between the two nations. Our
increasing diaspora plays a key role in
strengthening  India-Bahamas  cultural ties,’
Margherita said.

Earlier that day, Margherita was warmly received by
the Parliamentary Secretary of the Bahamas,
Jamahl Strachan. Margherita shared his excitement
for the visit and his anticipation for future
collaborations, stating, "Happy to arrive in The
Bahamas for the first-ever bilateral visit. Pleased to
be received by MP & Parliamentary Secretary
Jamahl Strachan. Looking forward to engaging with
the leadership and the Indian community to explore
new opportunities and strengthen our growing
partnership and P2P ties.’

In addition to his visit to the Bahamas, Margherita
also conveyed greetings from Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the new government of Uruguay.
He attended the swearing-in ceremony of President
H.E. Yamandu Orsi and Vice President Carolina
Cosse and conveyed warm wishes on behalf of
India. Margherita stated, "Honored to represent India
at the swearing-in ceremony of President H.E.
Yamandu Orsi and Vice President Carolina Cosse.
Conveyed warm greetings and felicitations from the
Prime Minister of India to the new government of
Uruguay. Congratulations to the people of Uruguay
on this historic occasion. Look forward to
collaborating with the new government to further
strengthen the India-Uruguay partnership.’

Minister Margherita's official trip spans multiple
countries, with his visit to Uruguay from February 28
to March 2, followed by the Bahamas from March 2
to March 4. He is set to visit Barbados from March 4
to March 6 and Nicaragua from March 6 to March 8.
This visit highlights India’'s commitment to
strengthening diplomatic and cultural relationships
globally, especially with countries like the Bahamas,
where the Indian community plays an important
role in fostering deeper bilateral ties.
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