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Shri Baleshwar Agrawal Memorial LecTure
Delivered by Prof. DrR. DaAnNy Wong Tze Ken

Left to right —Prof. Gopal Arora, Prof. Dr.Danny Wong Tze Ken, Amb. Virendra Gupta, Prof. Shantishri Dhulipudi Pandit,
Shri Shyam Parande, Amb. R. Dayakar

Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP) organized the 4th Baleshwar
Agrawal Memorial Lecture on July 20,
2024, at Malaviya Smriti Bhawan in
New Delhi. The lecture consisted of
two sessions. The first session was
focused on 'From Migration to
Nationality: Indian and Chinese
Diaspora in Malaysia," while the

second session was on the theme of
fo= vz : srawx 9 g

In his opening remarks, Prof. Gopal
Arora emphasized the importance of
memorial lecture in commemorating
the achievement and contributions of
Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, one of the
founders of ARSP. He highlighted his
significant contributions in the context
of the diaspora and journalism.
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The welcome address was delivered
by Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General of ARSP. He recalled
Baleshwar Agarwal ji for his
pioneering contributions to the Indian
diaspora and underscored his early
efforts in addressing diaspora-related
issues. Shri Parande emphasized his
pivotal role in founding ARSP and
initiating diaspora studies in India. He
underlined Indian diaspora's unique
ability to integrate into local cultures
while preserving Indian traditions,
leading to global success and
contributions to host countries.

Professor Dr. Danny Wong Tze
Ken, Dean of the Department of
History and Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences at theuniversity of Malaya,

explored the identities and
experiences of diasporic
communities, focusing on the
Chinese and Indian populations in
Malaysia. He highlighted the concept
of diaspora, emphasizing the longing
to return to one's ancestral
homeland, akin to the Jewish
expression "See you next year in
Jerusalem.”

Professor Wong differentiated
between "overseas Chinese," who
intended to return to China, and
"Chinese overseas," like Chinese
Malaysians, who settled
permanently. He noted the
overwhelming growth of China and
the contribution of its diaspora. Wong
also compared the history of Indian
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and Chinese migrations to Malaysia.
He discussed how both groups
maintained distinct cultural identities
and the complexities of integration
versus assimilation in Malaysian
society.

Professor Shantishri Dhulipudi
Pandit, Vice Chancellor, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, began
by emphasizing the importance of
connecting with international
students and educational institutions
as crucial partners for the Antar-
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP).

She noted the global presence of
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Indian diaspora, sharing facts about
the widespread influence of Indian
communities and their visibility
worldwide. She mentioned her
research on the Tamil god Murugan
and his acceptance in Indian and
Malaysian societies.

She highlighted the evolution of
diaspora studies into an academic
discipline and how the efforts of
individuals like Baleshwar Agrawal Ji
and leaders like Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee who helped establish itas a
key component of India's foreign
policy. Professor Pandit also outlined
India's current foreign policy
approach, which centers on the
"three Ds" (Democracy,
Development, and Diaspora) and the
"four Cs" (Care, Connect, Celebrate,
and Contribute) frameworks. These
principles guide India's engagement
with its diaspora and are instrumental
in projecting India's soft power on the
global stage.

Professor Pandit expressed her
views on the strategic role of Indian
diaspora in cultural diplomacy,
economic influence, political
engagement and people-to-people
connections. She pointed out the
important contribution of Indian
diaspora in the fields of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM).

Ambassador Virendra Gupta,
President of the ARSP, emphasized
the significance of India and China as
large nations with considerable

Sun Never Sets on Indian Diaspora’

diaspora populations. The Indian
diaspora is estimated to be around 35
million and the Chinese diaspora is
also substantial in number. He shared
a conversation with the Chinese
Ambassador in Trinidad in 2001,
where the Chinese diaspora was
viewed as foreigners, contrasting
with India's evolving approach to
integrating its diaspora into its foreign
policy under Prime Ministers
Vajpayee and Modi.

Ambassador Gupta highlighted the
diaspora's role in generating
remittances, driving investments,
facilitating technology transfers, and
supporting political engagement,
particularly in India. Culturally, the
Indian diaspora has played an
essential role in promoting India's soft
power. However, concerns remain
about fully leveraging these
resources. He credited Baleshwar
Agrawal, the founder of ARSP, for
recognizing the emotional connection
of the diaspora and establishing the
organization to deepen the bond."

In his concluding remarks,
Ambassador R. Dayakar,
Chairperson of the DRRC of ARSP,
emphasized India's approach to its
32 million-strong diasporas, including
10 million in the Gulf, as Indian
nationals. Ambassador Dayakar
highlighted the historical migration
patterns of Indian diaspora in
Malaysia and its contrast with the
Chinese diaspora's experiences.
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The Role of Youth Diaspora in Preserving ANd PROpAGATING
Tamil Culture, TradiTion, aAnd Heritage Globally

The Diaspora Research and
Resource Center (DRRC) of Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
successfully hosted the 25th episode
of Dialogue with Diaspora at Pravasi
Bhawan on August 24, 2024.
Focusing on the Tamil-speaking
diaspora, the hybrid event was
attended by over 150 participants
from across the globe, exploring the
central theme: "The Role of Youth
Diaspora in Preserving and
Propagating Tamil Culture, Tradition,
and Heritage Globally."

In opening remarks, Ambassador R.
Dayakar, Chairperson of DRRC,
highlighted the Tamil diaspora's
significant contribution to preserving
and promoting Tamil culture
worldwide. He emphasized Tamil's
status as one of the world's oldest
languages and its rich culture spread
particularly across Southeast Asia.
Ambassador Dayakar highlighted the
resilience of Tamil communities in
upholding cultural and religious
practices among the challenges of
globalization. He suggested
coordinated efforts to engage youth
in preserving heritage through
education and community initiatives.

ARSP President, Ambassador
Virendra Gupta, welcomed
participants and highlighted the
importance of the global Indian
diaspora, which is around 35 million,
and emphasized the need to study
specific linguistic diasporas, such as
Tamil diaspora, to understand their
global influence better. He suggested
that the state governments engage
more actively in foreign policy,
especially in countries with linguistic
and cultural connections to Indian
states.

Reflecting on ARSP's 60-year legacy,
Secretary General Shri Shyam
Parande praised the enthusiastic
participation of Tamil diaspora and
reaffrmed ARSP's commitment to
including more people in future
events. Shri Parande highlighted the
importance of promoting Indian
languages, including Tamil, through

initiatives like the
Antarrashtriya Bhasha
Kendra, and suggested ;
adopting successful
strategies used in
promoting Hindi to )
support Tamil language [t §
preservation efforts.

Swamy Umapati
Sivacharya Ji, a spiritual
leader from Mauritius,
traced the Tamil
community's long history in the
region, dating back to 1721. He
credited Tamil organizations and the
government for supporting cultural
initiatives like Tamil language centers
and schools, which have been
instrumental in maintaining the
community's cultural identity. Swamy
Ji emphasized the importance of
spiritual guidance for younger
generations and urged for continuous
cultural exchanges via digital
platforms to sustain the Tamil
heritage.

Thiru S. Mohan, Managing Director
from Singapore, addressed concerns
over the declining use of the Tamil
language among Singaporean youth,
despite its constitutional recognition
and government support. He called
for new efforts to bridge the gap
between older and younger
generations to ensure Tamil culture
continues to thrive in Singapore.

Representing Sri Lanka, Thiru V.
Shanthakumar, Assistant Director of
Education in Nuwara Eliya, stressed
the commitment of diaspora youth to
preserving Tamil culture, often
outstanding efforts within Sri Lanka
itself. He noted the key role youth play
in organizing cultural events and
promoting traditional arts and he
urged the use of technology and
collaboration with host countries to
further these efforts.

Thirumati Pon Kogilam, a Program
Producer at Radio Television
Malaysia (RTM), discussed the role
of Tamil youth in Malaysia in
preserving their cultural heritage,

citing the 528 Tamil schools in the
country as vital hubs for cultural
learning. She also acknowledged the
active digital engagement of Tamil
youth on social media, helping to
spread Tamil traditions and values
globally.

Thiru S. Murugan Thevar, a
prominent figure from Myanmar's
Tamil community, described the deep
historical and cultural connections
between the Tamil diaspora and
Myanmar. Despite the region's
political challenges, he expressed
optimism about the youth's efforts to
sustain Tamil heritage through
traditional festivals and Tamil
education.

In concluding remarks, Shri Narayan
Kumar, Honorary Director of ARSP,
emphasized the importance of
preserving Indian languages like
Tamil as vital elements of cultural
identity. He stressed that the survival
of these languages depends on
passing them to younger
generations. Shri Kumar proposed
regular events to reinforce cultural
ties and support diaspora
communities in their preservation
efforts.

The "Dialogue with Diaspora" event
reaffirmed the crucial role of youth in
safeguarding Tamil culture and
heritage across the globe. Through
educational initiatives, cultural
exchanges and the strategic use of
digital platforms, the event concluded
with a clear call for collaborative
efforts to ensure the vibrancy of Tamil
traditions for future generations. [ ]



ARSP Organised Insightful Discourse on

India-Bangladesh Bilateral RlATi:ONS

Left to Right - Dr. Sreeradha Datta, Amb. Veena Sikri, Amb. Virendra Gupta, Dr. Markandey Rai and Prof. Smruti Pattanaik

The Antar Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad (ARSP) organized a
roundtable conference on 01 May
2024, at Paravsi Bhawan to discuss
the bilateral relations between India
and Bangladesh. This event brought
together ARSP members and a group
of scholars who participated both
physically and virtually, creating a
platform for meaningful discussions
on the evolving dynamics between
the two neighboring countries.

The session began with Dr.
Markandey Rai, Chairperson of
ARSP's Foreign Affairs Committee,
welcoming the panelists and
providing a comprehensive overview
of the historical, cultural, economic
and linguistic ties between India and
Bangladesh. Dr. Rai emphasized
India's critical role in the Bangladesh
Liberation War of 1971, which laid the
foundation for the enduring bond
between the two nations.

Dr. Sreeradha Datta, a Professor at
the Jindal School of International
Affairs, talked about the strong
partnership between India and
Bangladesh. She mentioned the
2010 agreement between the two
countries, which allowed for
economic cooperation, transit and
transportation. Dr. Datta also
discussed India's $7.8 billion line of
credit to Bangladesh, which is the
largest financial assistance given to
any neighboring country. She

highlighted Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's efforts in
strengthening bilateral relations,
particularly in resolving issues related
to the Ganges and Teesta water
treaties and security concerns. Dr.
Datta commended the current state
of relations but urged both
governments to ensure the
implementation of pending projects in
energy, communication and
transportation.

Ambassador Veena Sikri, Vice
Chairperson of the South Asia
Foundation, spoke at the event and
highlighted the strong historical trust
between India and Bangladesh,
particularly during Bangladesh's
liberation war. She emphasized
India's role as a trusted partner for
Bangladesh. Ambassador Sikri
addressed challenges related to
security and connectivity and
stressed the importance of
overcoming obstacles to implement
existing agreements. She expressed
concerns about the ongoing border
killings, which have led to negative
sentiments in Bangladesh and
cautioned about China's increasing
influence in the region, emphasizing
the need for vigilance without
overreaction.

Prof. Smruti Pattanaik from the
Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defense Studies and Analyses added
to the discussion by highlighting

India's geographical importance and
its role in the 1971 Bangladesh
Liberation War. She addressed the
issue of misconceptions regarding
India in Bangladesh and emphasized
the need to create effective counter-
narratives, particularly concerning
borderkillings.

Ambassador Virendra Gupta,
President, ARSP — As chair of the
program, concluded the session by
highlighting important issues. He
mentioned the ongoing challenges
faced by Hindu minorities in
Bangladesh, regardless of any
government and referred to data
showing a decline in the Hindu
population since 1945.

Ambassador Gupta also addressed
the lack of trust between Bangladesh
and India, emphasizing that India is
not seeking to dominate the region
and has worked to clear up
misunderstandings. He suggested
reevaluating India's approach.
Additionally, he discussed China's
influence in the region, advising
caution without overreacting.

The workshop reaffirmed ARSP's
commitment to fostering international
cooperation. It emphasized the
importance of addressing unresolved
issues, strengthening economic
cooperation, and enhancing people-
to-people relations between India
and Bangladesh. [
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On August 20, 2024, Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) organized
a meeting at Pravasi Bhawan to
discuss the current political situation
in Bangladesh. The focus was on the
removal of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, violence against minority
communities, particularly Hindus and
the broader regional stability issues.
ARSP members, concerned citizens
and experts, including online
participants, took part in the event.
The meeting highlighted the
escalating political instability
following Hasina's resignation and
departure to India.

In his welcome address Dr.
Markandey Rai, Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee at ARSP,
highlighted the collapse of law and
order in Bangladesh. He focused on
the political changes following her
resignation, the possibility of foreign
involvement and the impact on India's
border security and economic
relations. Dr. Rai shows concerns
about violence against Hindu
minorities. He emphasized the
importance of India holding
diplomatic talks with Bangladesh,
enhancing border security, providing
humanitarian aid to Hindu minorities
and promoting public awareness fora
peaceful resolution.

President of ARSP, Ambassador
Virendra Gupta expressed concerns
about the instability in Bangladesh,
emphasizing the risks it poses for
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CurrenT Situation iN Bangladesh
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India's security and economic
stability. He highlighted the potential

disruption of trade relations and
regional financial stability due to the
unrest. Ambassador Gupta stressed
the importance of trust and people-to-
people relations between India and

Bangladesh, cautioning against
relying solely on a government-to-
government approach. He also
raised concerns about the role of
Sheikh Hasina and external
influences, suggesting that these
factors need to be carefully examined
when formulating India's strategy
toward the crisis.

Ambassador Veena Sikri, Vice
Chairperson of the South Asia
Foundation - an expert on South Asia,
thoroughly analyzed political and
social unrest in Bangladesh. She
explained that student protests have
played an important role in
Bangladesh's politics, historically
supporting the ruling Awami League.
However, recent protests have
expanded to express broader
dissatisfaction with the government,
particularly regarding the quota
system in public sector jobs. Sikri also
warned about the potential for a coup
led by Jamaat-e-Islami, possibly with
support from external forces such as
Pakistan and the United States. She
highlighted Bangladesh's deep
economic crisis, worsened by
corruption and mismanagement.
Sikri called for India and the
international community to support

{

stability and democracy in
Bangladesh while navigating the
complex dynamics of the crisis
carefully.

Professor Smruti Pattanaik, a senior
research fellow at MP-IDSA,
analyzed Bangladesh's political
movements, especially the role of
student groups. She noted that while
Islamic Chhatra Shibir remains
active, Chhatra Dal has declined in
influence. Pattanaik also discussed
the army's role in maintaining stability
and the possibility of greater military
involvement in politics. She
highlighted public distrust in the
judiciary and its close ties with the
government, which has fueled
ongoing protests.

The session concluded with a
question-and-answer, where
participants, including Shri Sanjay
Bhalla, Vice President of ARSP,
shared their perspectives. Shri Bhalla
expressed concern over the growing
violence targeting the Hindu minority
and emphasized the urgency of
addressing the political and
humanitarian crisis in Bangladesh.
His remarks provided a deeper
understanding of the human impact
of the unrest, sparking meaningful
dialogue among the participants.

The discussion underscored the
need for strategic engagement with
Bangladesh to foster stability, protect
vulnerable communities, and
safeguard regional peace. [ |




Felicitation of Delegates of 777h KNow India PRoanMME

On July 24, 2024, the Diaspora
Research and Resource Centre
(DRRC) of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad (ARSP) hosted a felicitation
cum engagement event for the
delegates of the 75th Know India
Programme (KIP) at Pravasi Bhavan.
This batch brought together 39
delegates from nine countries: Fiji,
Mauritius, Trinidad and Tobago,
Guyana, Myanmar, South Africa,
Suriname, Malaysia, and New
Zealand. The event started with
opening remarks from Prof. Gopal
Arora, Secretary of ARSP, expressing
gratitude to the Ministry of External
Affairs for the opportunity to interact
with the KIP delegates. Prof. Arora
provided an overview of ARSP and
DRRC, emphasizing their mission
and the significance of their motto,

"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" (The
World Is One Family).
In his address, Ambassador

Virendra Gupta, President of ARSP,
highlighted the importance of KIP in
engaging with the youth of the Indian
diaspora. He elaborated on ARSP's
role in strengthening ties with the
young Indian diaspora worldwide.
Drawing on his experiences as
posted in Trinidad and Tobago and
South Africa, Ambassador Gupta
discussed the emotional bonds the
people of Indian origin maintain with
India. He also highlighted India's
pride in the global accomplishments
of its diaspora and the role of cultural
connections.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General of ARSP, shared insights
from his travels to Fiji and Mauritius
and discussed the impact of air
pollution in Indian cities like Delhi and
Mumbai. He concluded by reaffirming
India's soft power and the
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" principle,
which views humanity as one family.

H.E. Dr. Roger Gopaul, High
Commissioner of Trinidad and
Tobago, engaged with the delegates,
encouraging them to embrace and
celebrate Indian heritage. Dr. Gopaul
urged participants to explore India's
deep and diverse cultural history.

H.E. Mr. Jagannath Swami, High

Commissioner of
the Republic of Fiji,
urged delegates to
b alance
modernization with
environmental
preservation and
congratulated them
for participating in
the program. Mr.
Swami shared insights into the
history of the Indian diaspora in Fiji,
where Indian culture has been
maintained for over a century. He
stressed the role of youth in shaping
the future.

Mr. Jaysen K. Ramasamy, Deputy
High Commissioner of Mauritius,
spoke about the Know India
Programme's role in facilitating
cultural and educational exchanges.
Mr. Ramasamy noted the strong ties
between Mauritius and India,
including recent collaborations on
generic medicines. He encouraged
delegates to share their experiences
upon returning home and
emphasized the role of diaspora in
strengthening ties between the two
nations.

Mrs. Thin Pyant Thida Kyaw,
Deputy Chief of Mission of Myanmar,
said about the strong geographical
and cultural connections between
India and Myanmar. She expressed
gratitude for the invitation and
emphasized the importance of
cultural exchange in nurturing mutual
understanding. Mrs. Kyaw underlined
the shared religious and linguistic
heritage that unites both nations.

Mr. Hanani Ben Lewi, Second
Secretary at the Embassy of Guyana,
reflected on the historical ties
between Guyana and India,
emphasizing the influence of Indian
culture on the Caribbean region since
the arrival of indentured laborers.

Ambassador R. Dayakar,
Chairperson of DRRC, spoke about
the Know India Programme, which
was initiated in December 2003. He
commended the rigorous selection
process and congratulated the
delegates for their achievement. He
discussed the evolution of India's
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diaspora engagement policy in 2001
when the high-level committee was
constituted by Vajpayee's
Government on the suggestion of

Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, Former

Secretary General of ARSP.

Dr. Rajiv Khurana, CMC, FIMC, led
a workshop on "Clean Air and Youth."
Dr. Khurana highlighted the
importance of clean air and provided
detailed data on air quality in various
cities across India and abroad. Dr.
Khurana emphasized that while
humans can survive without food for
21 days and water for five days,
survival without air is only possible for
about 3 minutes. He offered practical
advice on maintaining clean air,
highlighting the urgent need for
awareness and action. The
interactive session with the KIP
delegates underscored the
program's success in reconnecting
participants with their cultural
heritage and providing insights into
India's progress. Delegates shared
their experiences from visits to Bihar,
including Nalanda University and
Bodh Gaya, and discussed traditional
rituals and customs of their host
countries. They admired India's
achievements in economic growth,
education, and women's
empowerment.

In concluding remarks, Shri Narayan
Kumar, Honorary Director of ARSP,
highlighted his connections to various
diaspora countries, tracing the history
of indentured labor and its
contributions to the development of
their respective countries. Shri
Kumar mentioned the contribution of
Mahatma Gandhi in abolition of
indentured system.

The event was a significant milestone
for the Know India Programme,
fostering cross-cultural dialogue and
strengthening global ties. B
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Left to Right — Dr. Markandey Rai, Shri Shyam Parande, Amb. Virendra Gupta & Prof. Rajesh Kharat

Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP) hosted a roundtable
conference on India-Bhutan bilateral
relations at Paravsi Bhawan on June
05, 2024, attracting luminaries and
scholars to discuss the multifaceted
relationship between India and
Bhutan. The workshop, chaired by
Ambassador Virendra Gupta, the
President of ARSP, brought together
a panel of distinguished speakers to
provide insights into this important
partnership's strategic, economic,
cultural, and diplomatic aspects.

Dr. Markandey Rai, Chairperson of
the Foreign Affairs Committee at
ARSP, set the tone for the event with
a warm welcome and a thorough
introduction of the panelists. In his
eloquent opening remarks, Dr. Rai
vividly depicted the historical,
cultural, economic, and linguistic ties
between India and Bhutan,
underscoring India's pivotal role as a
neighbor. He illuminated the
contemporary issues and ongoing
projects initiated by the Indian
government, all aimed at fortifying
this crucial bilateral relationship.

Professor Rajesh Kharat, School of
International Relations, JNU -
discussed Bhutan's strategic
significance for India, emphasizing
the need to maintain and strengthen
the relationship for regional security.
He highlighted Bhutan's role as a
buffer state between India and China
and stressed the importance of
supporting Bhutan's sovereignty.
Additionally, he emphasized the
potential for enhanced cooperation in
education, tourism and cultural
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exchange between the two countries
and the need to foster people-to-
people connections. Kharat also
expressed concerns about the impact
of restrictive tourism policies on these
connections and urged India and
Bhutan to explore new avenues for
strengthening people-to-people ties.

Professor Smruti Pattanaik from
MPIDSA analyzed the economic ties
between India and Bhutan,
highlighting strong trade and
investment links. India is Bhutan's top
trading partner and a major investor
in its hydropower sector. Concerns
were raised about Bhutan's
increasing indebtedness to India,
emphasizing the need to diversify
economic engagement by involving
other regional partners such as
Bangladesh. The focus was on
balancing India's financial interests
with Bhutan's long-term development
goals for a mutually beneficial
relationship.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary-
General, ARSP, highlighted the deep-
rooted cultural ties between India and
Bhutan, particularly in Buddhism. He
stressed the need to address
sensitive cultural issues, such as the
impact of Westernization on
Bhutanese society and the
preservation of traditional values.
Shri Parande noted that the cultural
exchange between the two countries
has been a cornerstone of their
relationship, and he emphasized the
importance of continued efforts to
strengthen these linkages through
educational exchanges, tourism and
other people-to-people initiatives.

Ambassador Virendra Gupta
emphasized respecting Bhutan's
sovereignty and acknowledging its
increasing assertiveness in foreign
policy. He noted the challenges
posed by China's growing presence
in the region and Bhutan's efforts to
balance its relations with India and
China. Gupta stressed the
importance of maintaining trust and
open communication between India
and Bhutan as Bhutan navigates its
evolving international relations. He
also highlighted the need for India to
be sensitive to Bhutan's concerns
and to work collaboratively to address
any emerging issues or tensions in
the relationship.

During the workshop, many ARSP
office bearers, members, students
and faculties, including prominent
individuals such as Shri Sanjay
Bhalla, Shri Narayan Kumar, Shri
Amit Gupta, Professor Amarjiva
Lochan, Shri Anil Joshi, and Dr.
Rutuja, participated in open question
and answer sessions. They
discussed various valuable points,
emphasizing the need for a nuanced
and sensitive approach to address
the evolving dynamics of the India-
Bhutan relationship. The participants
highlighted the importance of
maintaining trust, respecting
Bhutan's sovereignty, and exploring
new avenues for mutually beneficial
cooperation. The workshop provided
a valuable platform for experts,
policymakers, and stakeholders to
engage in constructive dialogue and
identify key priorities for
strengthening the India-Bhutan
relationship in the years to come. [ ]




ARSP New Life Members

Shri Vijay Kumar Malhotra
Former Director (Hindi),

Ministry of Railway,

WW-67-IF, Malibu Town,

Sohna Road, Gurugram - 122018
(M) 9918029919
malhotravk@gmail.com

Shri Shahzad Ahmad Ansari
Retd. Executive Engineer MCD,
D-9, Nangal Dewat,Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110070

(M) 9899729786, 9717787190
sanikkimcd@gmail.com

Shri Vinod Kumar Sandlesh
Retd. Government Servant,
Sector- E-2, H. No. F4/03 (GF),
DDAHIG Flats, Vasant Kunj
New Delhi-110 070

(M) 9868731582
vsandlesh@gmail.com

Dr. Aditi Narayani

Assistant Professor-DU,
B-1531, Vasant Kunj Enclave,
B Block, South West,

New Delhi-110070

(M) 9650144604
narayaniaditi26@gmail.com

Smt. Shail Bisht

Retd. Lecturer,

396/2-1, Haridwar Road,
Dharam Pur,
Dehraudun-248001

(M) 9412155046

ShriR. K. Bakshi

Management Course in Top

Inst. of India

19, Tyagi Road, Dehradun-248 001
(M) 9837109454
rkbakshi09@gmail.com

Kumari Niyati Kothiyal
Student,

192/2, Vasant Vihar,
Dehradun-248 006

(M) 9410902188
niyatikothiyal723@gmail.com

Shri B. L. Kothiyal
Commandand(Retd.)GOlI

74, Vijay Park, Ballupur Road,
Dehradun-248 001
(M)9411514917, 7895764314

Col. Ajay Kothiyal

Retd. Army Officer,
192/2,Vasant Vihar,
Dehradun-248 006

(M) 9411767949
kothiyalajay@gmail.com

Dr. Subrato Guha

Prof. in English,

Indore Christian College,

7, Manoramaganj, Indore-452 001
(M) 9826824945
sguha2012@yahoo.in

Prof. Deepak Dubey
College Teaching

Indore Christian College,
A-85, Sudama Nagar,
Narendra Tiwari Marg,
Indore-452 009

(M) 9826012640
dubeydr7@gmail.com

Dr. Sunita Joshi

Retd. Prof. DAVV,

04, Ahilya Puri, 2,

MIG Residency Area,
Indore-452 001

(M) 9993557017
joshisunita0007@gmail.com
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Dr. Dharam Vir Singh

Retd. Govt. Officer Diplomat,
B-702, Durga Pooja Apts.,
Sector-13, Plot No. 08, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110 078

(M) 9354129872
dv_singh@hotmail.com

Shri Pavan Kumar Chawla
Business, Manufacturing, Medical,
C-50, Rajouri Garden,

New Delhi-110 027

(M) 9810007520
pavan@marvelvinyls.com

Shri Vijay Kumar Sethi

Self Employed(Pharma Industry),
G19/5A, Ist Floor,

Rajouri Garden,

New Delhi-110 027

(M) 9810410498, 7827577414
vijaykumarsethi9@gmail.com

Shri Narender Kumar Tuli
Business,

B-97, Sector-41,
Noida-201 303
(M)9350171722
ntuli12@gmail.com

ShriBhaskar Bikram Chetia
Social Work,

2050, MAGNOLIA,

Gaur Saundaryam, Noida Ext.
Uttar Pradesh-201 301

(M) 8638457588
bhaskarbikram@gmail.com

Smt. Shakuntala Chandola
21/12A, E.C. Road, Shiva Enclave,
Dehradun-248 001

(M) 8755126001
chandola_dn@rediffmail.com
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Shri Jitendra Mohan Bahuguna
Retd. Govt. Service,

FlatNo.A2, Blessing Apartment,
Phase-I, Block-B, Om City,
Pathribagh, Dehradun-248 001
(M) 8979105480

ShriAshok Garg

Business,

202, R.R. Apartment, Naishvila Road,
Dehradun-248 001

(M) 9917718999

Smt. Prabha Sharma

4/7, General Wing, Prem Nagar,
Dehradun-248 007

(M) 931992327
ashoksharmaddon@gmail.com

Smt. Suchitra Nautiyal
Teaching,

11, Van Vihar, Ballupur,
Dehradun-248 001

(M) 9634233756

Smt. Nivedita Baunthiyal

Actor, Director, Writer,

97/6, Anand Vihar, Dharampur,
Opp. LIC Building,

Dehradun-248 001

(M) 9820962933
niveditabaunthiyal@gmail.com

ShriAbhishek Bourai

IT Professional,

95, Block-H, Divya Vihar,

Danda Dharampuir,
Dehradun-248 001

(M) 9557776935
abhisekh.bourai99@gmail.com

Shri G. S. Rana

Retd. Bank Executive,

636, Mayapuri, Kumar Gali,
‘B' Block, Ajampur Kalan,
Dehradun-248 001

(M) 9962248327
gsrana.iob@rediffmail.com
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BIMSTEC ForeigN MINISTERS
Delhi on T17h July 2024.

Lyonpo D.N. Dhungyel, Minister for
Foreign Affairs and External Trade of
Bhutan, attended the Second
BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers' Retreat
in Delhion 11th July 2024.

The BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers'
Retreat provides an opportunity for
the Foreign Ministers of BIMSTEC
member countries to discuss
avenues to broaden and deepen
cooperation under the BIMSTEC

framework. The retreat is a precursor
to the upcoming BIMSTEC Summit
scheduled to be held in Thailand in
September 2024.

During the retreat, the Foreign
Ministers discussed ways to
strengthen cooperation in the fields of
trade, food security, connectivity,
cultural exchanges and people to
people contact among other areas.
Lyonpo D.N. Dhungyel highlighted

D.N. Dhungyel, MinisTer for Foreign Affairs
XTERNAl TrRade of Bhurtan, aTTended The Second

RETREAT IN

the opportunities for collaboration
among BIMSTEC member countries

in the areas of economic
development, tourism, and cultural
exchanges.

While in Delhi, Lyonpo called on the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
and also met with the External Affairs
Minister Dr. S Jaishankar. [

Shri Vikram Misri TrAVeEled To Bhutan oN his firsT

TRip AbroAd As FOREIGN SeCRETAR

==
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At the invitation of Foreign Secretary
of Bhutan, Aum Pema Choden,
Foreign Secretary Shri Vikram Misri
paid an official visit to Bhutan from 19
to 20 July 2024. This was his first visit
abroad as Foreign Secretary.

During the visit, Foreign Secretary
Misri received an audience with His
Majesty The King, and called on
Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgay and Minister for Foreign
Affairs and External Trade D.N.
Dhungyel.

Foreign Secretary
Misri co-chaired the
3rd India Bhutan
Development

Cooperation Talks of

the 13th Five Year
Plan (FYP) of Bhutan
with Foreign
Secretary Pema
Choden. The two
sides expressed
satisfaction at the

large number of

Bhutan-India development projects
implemented under the 12th FYP and
the two Foreign Secretaries virtually
inaugurated 19 schools in Bhutan,
which were constructed during the
12th FYP period. During the Plan
Talks, the Bhutanese side presented
the Project Tied Assistance (PTA)
proposals as well as the first tranche
of the PTA projects to be
implemented during the 13th Five-
Year Plan period. Atotal of 61 projects
amounting Nu 49.58 billion (Rs 4,958
crore), covering sectors such as
connectivity, infrastructure, energy,
skill development, education, health,
and cultural heritage were approved
by the two sides.

Diplomartic Postings

Shri Parvathaneni Harish (IFS:1990), presently Ambassador of India to Germany, has been appointed as the next
Ambassador/ Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations at New York.

Shri Puneet Roy Kundal (IFS:1996), presently Additional Secretary in the Ministry, has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to Portugal.

Shri Baisnab Charan Pradhan (YOA:2007), presently Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Brasilia, has
been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to the Republic of SierraLeone.

Shri Mridu Pawan Das (IFS:2004), presently Joint Secretary in the Ministry, has been appointed as the next High
Commissioner of India to the Republic of Rwanda.

Shri Vinay Mohan Kwatra has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the United States of
America.

Shri Subhash Prasad Gupta (IFS:2006), presently Deputy Chief of Mission in the Embassy of India, Hanoi, has
been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Suriname. ||
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