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GIRMITYA EXPERIENCE IS A JOURNEY FROM DECULTURALIZATION AND
EXPLOITATION OF RESILIENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT - BHARRAT JAGDEO,
VICE-PRESIDENT OF GUYANA

ersity, Rajgir-Bihar
a Sahayog Parishad
:h and Resource Centre

A two-day international conference on ‘Rediscovering Girmitiya identity : Past, Present and
Future’ was jointly organised by the Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)- Diaspora Research
and Resource Centre (DRRC) in collaboration with Nalanda University from 28 to 29 March 2026
in the Sushma Swaraj Auditorium of the Nalanda University, Rajgir -Bihar

The conference focusing on the history and evolving identity of the Girmitiya diaspora, bringing
together scholars, diplomats and policymakers from across the world.

The inaugural session was set in motion with a welcome address by Shri Shyam Parande,
secretary general of the Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad, emphasised the need to reconnect with
the heritage of indentured labourers and strengthen academic engagement on diaspora studies.
Prof. Gopal Arora, secretary of ARSP, outlined the conference theme, highlighting the historical,
cultural and political dimensions of Girmitiya identity.

In a special message for the conference H. E. Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, Vice-President of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana, described the Girmitya experience has a journey from
deculturalization and exploitation of resilience and achievement.

Addressing the gathering, Guyana’s high commissioner to India, Shri Dharam Kumar Seeraj,
spoke about the enduring legacy of indentured labourers and the contributions of their
descendants in shaping contemporary societies. He described Guyana as an example of cultural
resilience and diversity.
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In his keynote address, Professor Ajay Dubey, former rector of Jawaharlal Nehru University,
reflected on leadership within the Indian diaspora, noting the growing global influence of Girmitiya
communities. Professor Biman Prasad, former deputy prime minister of Fiji, and H.E. Dr.
Chandradath Singh, High Commissioner of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago joined
the conference virtually, highlighting the global relevance of Girmitiya heritage and India’s
evolving engagement with its diaspora. Dr. Sarita Boodhoo, former president of Bhojpuri
Speaking Union, Mauritius and recipient of the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award, spoke about the
symbolic significance of Nalanda University’s revival in reconnecting global communities with
shared histories of migration and identity. Amb. Vinod Kumar, President ARSP highlighted the
role of diaspora institutions and academic collaboration in preserving Girmitiyas history globally.
The session was chaired by Professor Sachin Chaturvedi, vice-chancellor of Nalanda
University, who stressed the importance of research on diaspora identity and the role of
technology in tracing genealogical links.

Dr. Satyanarayan Shashtri, Dean, School of Ecology and Environment Studies, Nalanda

University presented the Vote of thanks. The conference aims to explore the historical trajectories
and future directions of Girmitiya communities worldwide, with discussions on cultural memory,
identity and contemporary challenges.

Deliberations continued on the second day with thematic sessions focusing on history, cultural
continuity and the evolving nature of diaspora identity in a globalised world.

A BRIEF REPORT ON REDISCOVERING GIRMITIYA IDENTITY: PAST,
PRESENT AND FUTURE
& Aastha Agarwal
Day 1 — Inaugural Session

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary General, ARSP, stated that the revival of Nalanda represents
civilizational continuity and reflects the resilience of Girmitiya Indians who preserved their identity
despite displacement and hardship. Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary, ARSP, explained the structure
and scale of the conference, noting strong global participation and growing academic interest in
Girmitiya history and identity. H.E. Dharam Kumar Seeraj, High Commissioner of Guyana,
bringing us message of Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, the Vice-President of Guyana described the Girmitiya
experience as a journey from deculturalization and exploitation to resilience and achievement, and
emphasized the need for archives and research. Prof. Ajay Dubey, former Rector of Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, argued that Girmitiyas should be seen not merely as victims but as
skilled contributors and agents of economic transformation in plantation economies. Prof. Biman
Prasad, former Deputy Prime Minister, Fiji, highlighted the importance of institutional
recognition such as Girmit Day in Fiji and called for stronger cooperation among Girmitiya
diaspora countries. H.E. Chandradath Singh, High Commissioner, Trinidad & Tobago,
emphasized the need for unity between older Girmitiya diaspora and newer Indian migrants and
stressed the importance of cultural institutions. Dr. Sarita Boodhoo, GOSK, Recipient of Pravasi
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Bhartiya Samman Award, and former chairperson of Bhojpuri Speaking Union, Mauritius,
described Nalanda as a global civilizational knowledge centre and emphasized connecting
Girmitiya history with grassroots communities. Ambassador Vinod Kumar, President, ARSP,
highlighted the role of diaspora institutions and academic collaboration in preserving Girmitiya
history globally. The Chair of the session, Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Vice-Chancellor, Nalanda
University, outlined a comprehensive institutional roadmap to decolonize the study of Girmitiya
history and integrate it into the Nalanda Spirit. He announced that Nalanda University will
establish a dedicated research centre to study the multiple facets of the Girmitiya community. He
also proposed the creation of the Nalanda University Press (NUP) to collate and publish the
scattered works of Nalanda masters and diaspora scholars and using technology and specialized
software to help the diaspora find familial linkages and locate their ancestral cities and past cultural
dimensions
Plenary Session 1 — Theme: Rediscovering Girmitiya Identity
Amb. Anup K. Mudgal (Chair) stated that Girmitiya identity is layered and complex and that
unity should not mean uniformity. Prof. Ashutosh Kumar (keynote address) explained that the
Girmit system replaced slavery but continued exploitation in new forms. Prof. Maurice
Hassankhan discussed how Girmitiya communities preserved culture, religion, and language
while also creating new hybrid identities. Dr. Sarita Boodhoo highlighted the importance of
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in connecting Girmitiya and non-Girmitiya diaspora communities. Dr.
Indrani Rampersad compared Girmitiya migration to the exile of Lord Ram and described Ram
as the moral axis of Girmitiya identity. Shri Narayan Kumar explained that Girmitiyas carried
traditions of Satyagraha and eventually rose from plantation labourers to political leaders and
professionals. Dr. Shardhanand Harinandan Singh from Zurich, joining online emphasized the
need for international academic collaboration in Girmitiya studies. Dr. Munna Lal Gupta
described India as a “mayka” for the diaspora and highlighted folk songs and literature as archives
of Girmitiya resistance.
Day 2 — Parallel Sessions
Parallel Session 1 — Youth and Women
Prof. Naresh Kumar emphasized that women are the cultural and social backbone of diaspora
communities and must be central to diaspora studies. Raghuvansh Sinha highlighted the
economic and philanthropic contributions of the diaspora and stressed the need to retell Girmitiya
history to inspire youth. Anita Verma discussed the condition of Girmitiya women and
highlighted literary works such as Coole Woman to understand their experiences. Dr. Sushmita
Rajwar spoke about youth culture and the digital diaspora in the South African Indian community.
Aarya Sardesai explained how Gen Z is reviving Girmitiya identity through social media and
proposed a Girmit Bharat digital app and curriculum inclusion. 4 Online Speakers discussed
digital memory, narrative authority, gender, caste, and identity among diaspora youth and women.
Parallel Session 2 — Gender and Diaspora
Prof. Ashutosh Kumar (Chair) emphasized that gender and youth participation are now central
to Girmitiya discourse. Prof. Amba Pande spoke about the feminisation of indenture and the
economic and social contributions of women in plantation societies. Prof. Gopal Arora
highlighted diaspora as global ambassadors and stressed the need for exchanges and collaboration
between governments and diaspora organisations. Prof. Sanjay Kumar discussed the identity
crisis among diaspora youth and linked it to India’s global standing. 6 Other Speakers discussed
patriarchy, jahaji sisterhood, intersectionality, hybridity, and changing gender roles in diaspora
communities.

Parallel Session 3 — Cultural Expressions
Anil Joshi (Chair) proposed the creation of an institutional forum for Girmitiya countries similar
to BRICS or OPEC. Jawahar Karnavat emphasized the emotional connection of diaspora to their
motherland and suggested the term Bharatvanshi instead of Girmitiya. Sunita Pahuja highlighted
the Ramayan Centre in Mauritius, Apravasi Ghat as a UNESCO site, and the importance of archive
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digitisation. Virendra Yadav emphasized that Girmitiyas carried scriptures with them and
contributed to the global spread of Hindi and Indian culture. Sirsha Gupta discussed culinary
traditions as an important part of Girmitiya cultural identity and hybridity. 7 Other Speakers
discussed Bhojpuri literature, folklore, festivals, migration historiography, and diaspora cultural
memory.
Parallel Session 4 — Culture, Identity and Literature
Sandhya Singh (Chair) guided discussions on Girmitiya history, identity, and cultural continuity.
Dr. Bashabi Gupta described theatre as a living archive and emphasized cultural decolonisation
and transnational solidarity. Prof. Deen Dayal explained that indenture led not only to
displacement but also to the creation of new languages and evolving identities. Prof. Satish
Kumar (IGNOU) spoke about Chhath Puja as a form of cultural soft power and emphasized the
global potential of Hindi. 6 Other Speakers discussed oral histories, environmental exploitation,
diaspora literature, and transnational identity.
Parallel Session 5 — Interdisciplinary Session
Sh. Sanjay Bhalla (Chair) emphasized the need to study the Girmitiya diaspora through a
multidisciplinary framework linking past, present, and future. Dr. Chetan Tokas discussed
diaspora, climate change, and sustainable tourism with special reference to Mauritius. Amb. Anup
Mudgal described diaspora as a strategic actor in international relations and a bridge of soft power.
Dr. Bijay Ketan Pratihari explained the shift from globalization to digital globalization and the
diaspora’s role in investment and innovation. 5 Online Speakers discussed migration history,
entrepreneurial networks, climate challenges, and diaspora issues in West Asia and Europe.
Parallel Session 6 — Soft Power and Political Leadership
Amb. Sushil K. Singhal (Chair) emphasized the collective bargaining power and growing global
influence of the Indian diaspora. H.E. Seeraj spoke about India’s soft power and the global
achievements of the Indian diaspora. Dr. Aastha Agarwal discussed the Indian diaspora in the
United States and emphasized opportunities beyond H1B politics in the changing geopolitical
context. Mr. Bharat Chaudhary explained how the Girmitiya diaspora acts as an important
source of India’s soft power. Mr. Navnit Kumar discussed political leadership and governance in
Girmitiya-origin countries. 6 Other Speakers discussed labour migration, demographic change,
identity formation, and archival memory.
Round Table and Valedictory Session
Shri Shyam Parande emphasized the importance of global diaspora conferences and sustained
engagement platforms. Pandita Indrani Rampersad called for greater South Indian diaspora
representation and urgent digitisation of Caribbean records. Prof. Ajay Dubey proposed a
dedicated policy and research group to work with government and diaspora organisations. Prof.
Naresh Kumar suggested a structured diaspora policy, archival collation, and more academic
programs. Prof. Ashutosh Kumar proposed a Girmitiya diaspora council and a global indenture
database. Shri Jawahar Karnavat emphasized urgent digitisation of Girmitiya newspapers and
archives. Shri Narayan Kumar stressed government coordination, more research, and
documentation from Indian sources. Dr. Anita Verma proposed the development of digital apps
for diaspora engagement. Prof. Amba Pande highlighted the need for institutional mechanisms
to support new migrants facing exploitation. Mr. Robert Drepaul proposed establishing a cultural
academy in Guyana and highlighted the Bihar Museum diaspora exhibition. H.E. Seeraj
emphasized continued collaboration among diaspora countries. Dr. Munna Lal Gupta proposed
fellowships and promotion of diaspora Hindi literature. Shri Sanjay Bhalla emphasized youth
engagement programs. Dr. Raghvendra Kumar called for case studies of successful diaspora as
well as attention to struggling subaltern groups. Sirsha Gupta emphasized meaningful youth
inclusion in diaspora conferences. Prof. Shastri proposed training and travel programs for PIO
students at Nalanda University. Amb. Anup Mudgal highlighted the lack of migrant data and the
need for balanced diaspora policy. Shri Anil Joshi emphasized language as civilizational identity
and inclusivity as India’s core value. Shri Rakesh Pandey spoke about other language that are
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prevalent among Girmitiya diaspora other than Bhojpuri. The conference concluded on an
optimistic note, reaffirming a strong commitment to advancing academic discourse on diaspora
issues. The discussions emphasized moving beyond a purely historical lens to embrace a forward-
looking perspective, one that can meaningfully contribute to the aspirations of youth and the

development of nations.

ANTAR RASHTRIYA SAHAYOG PARISHAD (ARSP) ORGANISED A MEMORIAL
SERVICE ON THE OCCASION OF 125TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF SIR
SEEWOOSAGUR RAMGOOLAM
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Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (Indian Council for International Co-operation), New Delhi,
organised 2 memorial ceremony on the occasion of the 125" birth anniversary of Rt. Hon’ble Sir
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, the first Prime Minister and the founding father of Mauritius, who led
the country to independence in 1968, and had ancestral roots in Bihar, on March 30, 2020, at
Ramgulam Chowk in Patna’s Gandhi Maidan.

Shri Samrat Choudhary, the then Deputy Chief Minister and Presently Chief Minister of Bihar,
Shri Vijay Sinha, the then Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, and Smt. Sita Sahu, Mayor, Patna
Municipal Corporation along with many high dignitaries of Patna paid high tribute and praised his
life of sacrifice and public service. Ramgoolam ji’s ancestral roots are linked to Bihar, a connection
he often recalled during his lifetime. His life, inspired by the soil of Bihart, stood as a symbol of
sacrifice, service and dedication to public welfare.

Along with the senior office bearers of the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad, Smt. Sarita
Boodhoo, GOSK, Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Awardee & former Chairperson of Bhojpuri Speaking
Union, Mauritius, and Dr. Sandhya Singh, Dean, Centre for Language Studies, University of
Singapore, attended the event.




CONTRIBUTION OF THE INDIAN DIASPORA IN THE MAKING OF
GIRMITIYA COUNTRIES

The Diaspora Research and Resource Centre (DRRC)-Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP),
New Delhi in collaboration with Department of Political Science, A.N.College, Patna, organised a
seminar on the topic “Girmitiya Deshon ke Rashtra Nirman mein Bharat-wasiyon ki Bhumika”
(Contribution of Indian Diaspora in the Nation Building of Girmitiya Countries) on the occasion

of the 125th birth anniversary of Rt. Hon’ble Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, on 30th March 2026.
Academicians, diplomats, policy makers from many universities of India and abroad participated
the event.

After the formal welcoming of the guests and lightening of the lamp, Shri Shyam Parande,
Secretary General, ARSP, delivered the welcome address, in which he emphasized on much needed
dialogue and discourse about Girmitiya Identity. Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary Director, ARSP,
threw light on historical engagement of India with the Girmitiya diaspora. Shri Gopal Arora,
Secretary, ARSP, talked about the need of the hour to change our perspectives and formulate a
policy that can be fruitful to the youths of these nations.

H.E. Dharamkumar Seeraj, High Commissioner of the Republic of Guyana, discussed India’s soft
power, India’s growing global engagement and investments in Latin America, and the global
achievements of the Indian diaspora.

Dr Sarita Boodhoo, GOSK, Recipient of Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Award, and former
Chairperson of Bhojpuri Speaking Union, Mauritius, spoke about the long-standing relationship
between India and Girmitiya countries, which needs to be cherished as well as strengthened. She
also mentioned ‘Geet Gawat’, which is a traditional Bhojpuri pre-wedding musical ritual, mainly
performed by women, featuring songs, dance, and rhythmic clapping. It celebrates community
bonding and preserves ancestral cultural heritage, especially among diaspora communities like
those in Mauritius. It is also recognised by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
in December 2016. Prof. Rekha Rani, Principal, A. N. College, Patna paid tribute to Rt. Hon’ble
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and called for creation of a memorial in Bihar dedicated to all the
unsung heroes of Bihar. The coordinator of the seminar was Shri Rajiv Nayan.




BIHAR FESTIVAL - 2026

‘Bibar ‘Festival @

2026

High Commission of India, Port Luis, organised Bihar Festival 2026 from 20 to 22 March at the
Indira Gandhi Centre for Indian Culture, marking Bihar Diwas and celebrating the shared cultural
heritage between India and Mauritius.

The festival was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Dharambeer Gokhool, President of Mauritius, and
concluded in the presence of Dr Rt Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister of Mauritius,
reflecting the enduring strength of bilateral ties. The festival highlighted the historical connection
rooted in the migration of Bhojpuri-speaking indentured labourers from Bihar. Their traditions,
language, cuisine, and arts continue to shape Mauritius’ vibrant cultural identity. Through music,
dance, literature, art, films, and cuisine, Bihar Festival 2026 showcased the rich cultural heritage of
Bihar. High Commissioner Anurag Srivastava noted that Mauritius holds one of the deepest
connections with Bihar. The festival celebrates shared histories, living traditions, and enduring
cultural bonds across generations and continents. Bihat’s legacy as the cradle of learning,
spirituality, and values was emphasised.

The High Commissioner also highlighted common cultural elements like the Bhojpuri language,
Geet Gawai, Chhath festival, and traditional cuisine like dhal puri, thekua, and malpua, and praised
Mauritius’ role in preserving these cultural expressions. In his closing remarks, he observed that
the festival is not an end but a beginning of deeper diaspora engagement, greater cultural
exchanges, and renewed curiosity, particularly among younger generations, to rediscover their
roots and ancestral heritage.

A delegation from the Government of Bihar led by Shri Pranav Kumar, Secretary (Art and Culture)

and Shri Nand Kishore, MD, Bihar Tourism Development Corporation, participated in the
celebrations, reinforcing cultural and tourism linkages between Bihar and Mauritius. The
celebrations reaffirmed the enduring people-to-people ties and shared heritage between India and
Mauritius, while promoting greater cultural exchange and engagement with the Indian diaspora.




REPORT - 87™ KNOW INDIA PROGRAM
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DIASPORA RESEARCH AND RESOURCE CENTER
(SUPPORTED BY MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS)

WELCOMES

Diaspora Research and Resource Centre (DRRC)-Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
hosted the 87" batch of Know India Program (KIP), a flagship initiative of the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) to connect with the Indian Diaspora across the globe, on 25 February 2026 at
Pravasi Bhawan, New Delhi. This batch brought together thirty-seven delegates from fifteen
countries: Denmark, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar, Portugal, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United Kingdom, and the United States of
America. After a formal welcome of the delegates, Mr. Navnit Kumar, Senior Research Fellow at
DRRC-ARSP, presented all the milestones achieved by the DRRC-ARSP in the recent past. Prof.
Gopal Arora, Secretary, ARSP, presented introductory and welcome remarks. He traced the
journey of Girmitiya countries through the lenses of the youth and remembered the dreams of
their founding fathers about being connected to the roots. A workshop on ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ was presented by Dr. Bharat Choudhary, Assistant Professor, Hansraj College,
University of Delhi, in which he explained the concept from philosophical to the practical aspects,
i.e., “swa se sarva tak” (from only one to the all). Another workshop, titled ‘Discover Bharat: A
Visual Feast’, was conducted by Dr. Astha Agarwal. This was purely an activity-based moment.
The delegates were divided into teams, and a quiz was conducted. This activity helped delegates
identify culturally significant personalities and monuments, listen to songs from the film
soundtrack, and recognise them. The winning team was also awarded. The quiz fostered teamwork
and knowledge-sharing, and left a lasting impression on the participants.

Amb Sushil Singhal, Sr. Vice President, ARSP, chaired the second session of the event. In his
welcome address, he said that India’s relationship with its diaspora is not only sentimental, but it
is a structured engagement, and we see our overseas community as a partner in development,
innovation, culture and global dialogues. H. E. Mr. Chandradath Singh, High Commissioner of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in India, praised India’s initiative of the Al summit, 2020,
calling it ‘unprecedented’. He also praised the ARSP for its good work in connecting the diaspora.
H.E. Mr. Jagnnath Sami, High Commissioner of the Republic of Fiji in India, mentioned the 37%
of Indian-Fiji who are a living bridge between India and Fiji. Madam Sharifah Ezneeda Wafa,
Deputy High Commissioner of Malaysia in India, talked about the two waves of Indians that have
come to Malaysia; one was around 2000 years ago in the form of sailors, traders and philosophers,
and another was during the British era and after the Independence of Malaysia. Ms.
Sandiyakoemarie Mangre, Commercial Attache of the Republic of Suriname in India, said that she
is a proud daughter of the Indian diaspora, deeply rooted in culture, tradition and identity. “We
are still called as ‘Hindustani’, and not Surinamese. It is not just a name, but an identity,” she added.

e
8




Mr Mahesh Mahakumarage, First Secretary, High Commission of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka in India, talked about the importance of lifelong learning. He gave an
example of India to show how this country embraced the British Institutions and made them work
in the development of India and its citizens. This was followed by an interactive session, in which
participants provided their views about India based on their various attachments. The participants
were quite impressed with their visit, not only to reconnect with their ancestral land but also to
witness what India had achieved in various spheres of socio-economic and technological
development. They said that they felt very proud of the management of a complex and pluralistic
democracy by the Government of India and expressed their rich experience and lessons learned
during this visit. Dr. Vishnu Bisram presented the Vote of thanks, and the program ended with
the distribution of certificates to the delegates of KIP for their active participation.

KALA MANJARI: A COMPETITION TO RESONATE HINDU CULTURAL
HERITAGE ACROSS NORTH AMERICA & STRENGTHEN DIASPORA ROOTS

Kala Manjari performing arts competition
was organised by the World Hindu Council
of America across the North American
continent. The aim was to espouse the
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rming arts competition organised by the World Hindu Council of America
(VHPA) to connect with the Indian diaspora and strengthen their cultural roots who are residing
across North America. The competition was organised in association with Hindu Mandir
Empowerment Council (HMEC). The competition brought together more than 125 participants.
In this 2026 edition of the Kala Manjari performing arts competition contestants were categorised
into three age groups which is 5 to 9 group, 10 to 14 age group and the participants belonging to
the age category of 15 to 20 years. The events organised included solo bhajan singing, solo dance
and shloka chanting. The chanting competition included recitation of Hanuman Chalisa and
Ganapati Atharvashirsha. The organisers of Kala Manjari Performing Arts Competition asserted
that the event was aimed to provide a platform to the young artists to present their skills. It was
also intended to strengthen their cultural roots and give more exposure to the richness of the
traditional heritage of India and the Hindu practices.

Kala Manjari acted as a platform and an opportunity for the young participants to connect with
India and its rich cultural ethos. Also, such platforms help young people to build life skills such as
connect with India and its rich cultural ethos. Also, such platforms help young people to build life
skills such as confidence, stress management, public speaking ability, competitive approach in life
etc. Such opportunities indeed mould the personality of an individual, the organisers of Kala
Manjari affirmed. It also provided a common platform for the members of the Indian community
across North America to connect, relive and cherish their Hindu roots along with transferring it
to the next generations.




INDIAN AMERICAN RESEARCHER TEJAL DESAI ELECTED AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE FELLOW

Tejal Desai, the dean of the Brown University
School of Engineering, has been elected as a fellow
of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science (AAAS). The honour recognizes Desai
for her transformative contributions to biomaterials
and her leadership in the field of bioengineering. The
election to the AAAS is a lifetime distinction, placing
Desai among a select group of global innovators.
For the renowned scientist, the achievement is a
validation of a career dedicated to merging high-tech
engineering with human biology to solve complex
medical challenges. As the daughter of Indian immigrants, Desai’s journey is deeply rooted in a legacy
of academic excellence and cultural heritage. Her father was a chemical engineer who moved to the
U.S. in the 1960s. She has frequently cited her family’s emphasis on education as a cornerstone of her
success. Her path reflects the immense impact of the Indian diaspora on American scientific
innovation, and she remains a vocal advocate for increasing representation for South Asians in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). Returning to Brown University in 2022. She
earned her undergraduate degree from the same institution in 1994 before completing her doctorate at
the University of California, San Francisco and Berkeley. Her research focuses on the microscopic
using micro and nanoscale systems to deliver medicine directly to diseased tissues. “Being named a
fellow of the AAAS is incredibly meaningful,” Desai said, noting that the recognition reflects the
collective efforts of her lab members. Her work has resulted in over 30 patents and nearly 300 research
papers, cited more than 27,000 times by peers worldwide. Beyond the laboratory, Desai is a visible
leader for women and minorities. At Brown, she has focused on expanding the research enterprise of
the Ivy League’s oldest engineering program, ensuring that academic breakthroughs translate into real-
world medical solutions, such as improved tissue regeneration and immune system modulation. Her
election follows a string of high-profile accolades, including memberships in the National Academy of
Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine. By bridging the gap between intricate engineering
and patient care, Desai continues to push the boundaries of how technology can heal the human body
while inspiring the next generation of Indian American innovators.

CHESS SENSATION BODHANA SIVANANDAN BECOMES ENGLAND’S TOP
FEMALE PLAYER

Former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak congratulated
Indian-origin chess prodigy Bodhana Sivanandan after
she became England’s top-rated female chess player at
just 11 years of age. Her remarkable rise has drawn
widespread admiration across the UK chess
community, highlighting her exceptional talent and
rapid progress at a very young age.

Indian-origin chess prodigy Bodhana Sivanandan has
made headlines after becoming England’s top-rated
female chess player at just 11 years old. The London-
based schoolgirl achieved the milestone with an impressive FIDE (International Chess

Foundation) rating, overtaking established competitors and rapidly rising through national and

international rankings. Her achievement places her among the world’s leading young talents and
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marks a remarkable moment in English chess. Bodhana’s journey began only a few years ago, yet
her growth has been extraordinary. She quickly progressed from learning the basics to competing
in high-level tournaments, defeating experienced opponents and earning recognition for her calm
decision-making and tactical precision. Her playing style, marked by maturity and confidence
beyond her age, has drawn praise from coaches and chess enthusiasts alike. Her accomplishment
also earned admiration from former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who congratulated her and
recalled her impressive skills during an earlier friendly chess encounter. The recognition further
highlighted the young player’s growing reputation and the excitement surrounding her future in
the sport. With her rapid rise, Bodhana is now seen as one of the most promising young chess
players in the world. Her success at such an eatly age not only reflects exceptional talent but also
inspires many young players, especially gitls, to pursue competitive chess. As she continues to
compete internationally, expectations are high that she will achieve even greater milestones in the
years ahead.

MANGALA KUPPA: INDIAN-ORIGIN TECH LEADER APPOINTED CIO OF US
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Mangala Kuppa is an Indian-origin technology
executive who has been appointed Chief
Information Officer (CIO) of the U.S.
Department of Labour, marking a significant
milestone in her distinguished career in public-
sector technology leadership. She had been
serving in the role in an acting capacity since
October 2025 before her appointment was
formally confirmed in March 2026. With over 25
years of experience across public and private sectors, Kuppa has built a reputation for driving
large-scale digital transformation initiatives. In her new role, she will oversee the department’s
information technology strategy, cybersecurity, and adoption of emerging technologies, including
artificial intelligence, to enhance public service delivery and workforce systems. Kuppa has been
closely associated with the Department of Labour for years, joining the agency in 2010 and steadily
rising through key leadership positions such as Chief Technology Officer and Director of Business
Application Services. Before that, she spent more than a decade at the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
where she handled multiple technical and managerial responsibilities. Known for her focus on
innovation, she played a crucial role in developing the department’s enterprise Al strategy,
strengthening cybersecurity systems, and expanding data platforms. Her leadership has been
instrumental in modernising digital infrastructure and promoting data-driven decision-making

within the agency. Originally from India, Kuppa pursued her education at SNDT Women’s

University in Mumbai, which laid the foundation for her career in technology. Over the years, she
has emerged as a prominent Indian-origin professional in the U.S. government, reflecting the
growing presence of diaspora talent in high-level technology leadership roles. Her appointment as
CIO is seen as both a recognition of her extensive experience and a forward-looking move aimed
at accelerating digital transformation, strengthening cybersecurity, and expanding Al-driven
solutions across the U.S. Department of Labour.




FORMER SURINAME PREZ CHANDRIKAPERSAD SANTOKHI PASSES AWAY;
PM MODI EXPRESSES GRIEF

-
FILE PHOTO

Chandrikapersad Santokhi, former President of Suriname, has passed away at the age of 67, local
media reported on Tuesday (Indian time). The cause of his death was not immediately disclosed.
Santokhi, who served as President from 2020 to 2025, was also the leader of the Progressive
Reform Party and had earlier held the position of justice minister in the country. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi condoled his demise, recalling their personal rapport and Santokhi’s role in
strengthening bilateral ties between India and Suriname. “Deeply shocked and saddened by the
sudden demise of my friend and the former President of Suriname, Mr. Chandrikapersad Santokhi
Ji. This is not only an irreparable loss to Suriname but also to the global Indian diaspora,” PM
Modi said in a post on X.

Reflecting on their interactions, the Prime Minister added, “I fondly recall my many meetings with
him. His tireless service for Suriname and his efforts in strengthening India-Suriname relations
were clearly reflected in our interactions. He had a special fondness for Indian culture. He won
several hearts when he took oath in Sanskrit.” “I extend my heartfelt condolences to his family
and the people of Suriname in this hour of grief. Om Shanti,” he added. The Prime Minister also
shared photographs from his previous meetings with the late leader.

Born in Lelydorp in the Wanica district of Suriname, Santokhi hailed from an Indo-Surinamese
Hindu family and was the youngest among nine siblings. His grandparents had migrated from
Bihar as indentured labourers in the 19th century. His father worked at the harbour in Paramaribo,
while his mother was employed as a shop assistant. Owing to his eatly career in law enforcement,
he earned the nickname ‘Sheriff’. As a leader of Indian origin in a country where nearly 27 per cent
of the population traces its roots to Indian indentured labourers, Santokhi played a key role in
deepening ties with India across sectors such as trade, energy and culture. He was conferred the
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman and had also attended the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas as a chief guest. Of
Indo-Surinamese heritage, Santokhi’s oath-taking ceremony in 2020, delivered in Sanskrit, a first
for a Surinamese President, symbolised the strong cultural connection with India and celebrated
the country’s significant Indian-origin population descended from 19th-century indentured
labourers.

On behalf of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), New Delhi, Shri Shyam Parande, Sec.
General, ARSP, visited Suriname embassy to express his condolences.




FIJI TO INTRODUCE CARDS FOR CHILDREN OF DIASPORA

The government is exploring a system similar to India’s Overseas Citizens of India cards for the
children of the Fijian diaspora. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Professor Biman
Prasad revealed this at the opening of the new Sarada Medical Centre in Nadi, largely funded by
Fijians in the United States through the South Pacific Relief Fund. Prasad highlighted the
significant contributions of the diaspora to Fiji’s growth. He noted that the government has
reduced the cost of passports for returning diaspora from $4,500 to $1,500 to acknowledge their
role. He added that efforts are now underway to assist their children through the development of
Opverseas Citizens of Fiji cards.

“We are also making sure that the children of our diaspora, if they want to come back to Fiji, don’t even have to
claim a Fijian passport. We are looking at developing a system like India, where you have the OCI card, we want
to bring something like OCF, Overseas Citizens of Fiji.”

The Deputy Prime Minister stated that the government aims to recognise the diaspora’s
contributions and has created an environment that encourages further investment, thereby
boosting confidence in Fiji’s economy.

INDIA-FIJI CULTURAL TIES HIGHLIGHTED AT ICCR 77TH FOUNDATION
DAY IN SUVA

High Commission of India, Suva "

ami Vivekananda Cultural Cen\ t
&

The 77th foundation day of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations was celebrated in Suva with

a cultural evening highlighting the strong ties between India and Fiji. The event, organised by the
High Commission of India in Suva and ICCR, was attended by Fiji’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
and External Trade Sakiasi Ditoka as chief guest. Deputy Speaker and Assistant Minister for
Foreign Affairs and External Trade Lenora Qereqeretabua was also present, along with members

of the diplomatic corps, academics, ICCR alumni and representatives of the Indian diaspora. The
programme featured testimonials from ICCR alumni reflecting on their academic and cultural
experiences in India, alongside classical dance performances by students of ICCR Suva, including
Bharatanatyam and Kathak presentations.

Cricket coach Sanjeev Sharma was also recognised for his contribution to strengthening sporting
links between the two countries. The event highlighted ongoing cultural collaboration and people-
to-people connections between India and Fiji, with organisers noting the role of ICCR in
promoting cultural exchange and educational opportunities.




OCI CARD FEE REVISED: FRESH APPLICATION NOW COSTS MORE: FULL
FEE STRUCTURE HERE

Bureau of Immigration of India has announced that the revised fee structure for OCI services in
India is now in effect. The new fresh application fee is USD 275, payable in its equivalent Indian
Rupee (INR). In case of OCI application is submitted in India, a fee of Rs 15,000 by way of
Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Pay and Accounts Officer (Secretariat), Ministry of Home
Affairs” payable at New Delhi. In case of OCI application to be submitted outside India, by way
of Demand Draft for US § 275 for each applicant or equivalent in local currency. This fee structure
will be in place till the online payment system is introduced. A fresh application for an OCI card costs
$275 while for reissuance of the OCI card — whether due to a change in personal particulars or upon the
OCI cardholder completing 20 years of age — is priced at $25 each. In case of loss of the OCI card,

reissuance costs $100. Passport details must be updated within 3 months of a new passport being
issued; updates made after this window attract a late fee of $25. Renunciation of the OCI card also
costs $25. An amount of US § 250 or equivalent in local currency shall be refunded, if registration
is refused. US § 25 is the processing fees, which is non-refundable. In case application filled in

India, Rs.1,400 will be nonrefundable being processing fees.
Documents

The following documents have to be enclosed for each applicant:
1. Proof of present citizenship

2. Bvidence of self or parents or grandparents

(a) being eligible to become a citizen of India at the time of commencement of the Constitution; or (b)
belonging to a territory that became a part of India after 15th August, 1947; or (c) being a citizen of India
on or after 26th January, 1950.

These could be:

(i) Copy of the passport: or (ii) Copy of the domicile certificate issued by the Competent authority; or (iii)
Any other proof substantiating the request. Usually, applicants are able to submit a certificate of residence
ot place of birth of self/parents/grandparents from First Class Magistrate/District Magistrate (DM) of the
concerned place. Any documentary evidence like a school certificate, Agricultural land ownership
certificate, birth certificate etc. by which eligibility may be reasonably ascertained.

3. Evidence of relationship as parent/grandparent, if their Indian origin is claimed as basis for grant of OCI
such as birth certificate or Educational Certificate etc.

4. Application fee by way of Demand Draft
5. PIO catd holders should submit a copy of his/her PIO card
Where to Submit

Application can be sent by post either by Speed post or Registered post only and not through Courier to
the Indian Mission/ Post of the country of citizenship of the applicant. If the applicant is not in the country
of citizenship, to the Indian Mission/Post of the country where he is ordinarily residing.

If the applicant is in India, then send to the FRRO Amritsar, Bangalore, Kozhikode, Chennai, Kochi, Delhi,
Goa, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Thiruvanathapuram as per specified Jurisdiction of the
FRRO concerned.
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