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INDIAN DIASPORA: A LIVING BRIDGE BETWEEN INDIA & MALAYISA - PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s February 2026 visit to Malaysia placed the Indian diaspora at the
centre of bilateral engagement, highlighting its role as a cultural, economic, and strategic connector
between the two nations. Malaysia hosts nearly three million people of Indian origin, making it
one of the largest Indian diaspora populations globally. During a community event in Kuala
Lumpur, Modi described the diaspora as a “living bridge between our two nations” and
acknowledged its immense contribution to Malaysia’s progress and bilateral ties. He emphasised
cultural unity, noting that people from across India have made Malaysia their home and that shared
traditions bind the two societies strongly. A Malaysian report similarly observed that the diaspora
connects the histories, traditions, and aspirations of both countries, underscoring its diplomatic
importance. Several policy measures announced during the visit were explicitly aimed at
strengthening engagement with overseas Indians: Extension of OCI eligibility to the sixth
generation of Malaysian citizens of Indian origin, Introduction of Thiruvalluvar Scholarships
to enable Malaysian Indian students to study in India, plans to open a new Indian consulate,
intended to bring the two communities closer, Scholarships, youth exchanges, and expanded
connectivity initiatives were also announced. Leaders of the community welcomed measures such
as the consulate, a proposed Thiruvalluvar Centre at Universiti Malaya, and OCI expansion as
important for welfare and identity preservation. Modi highlighted the long presence of the Tamil
diaspora in Malaysia and said India would establish a Thiruvalluvar Centre to strengthen shared

heritage. He also noted that more than 500 schools teach Indian languages, praising the

community for preserving its cultural roots. During the trip, he toured a Person of Indian Origin
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History and Heritage Exhibition, celebrating the resilience and legacy of Indians in Malaysia.
Modi met industry and diaspora leaders, appreciating business connections and encouraging
investments in sectors such as infrastructure, renewable energy, digital technology, Al, and
healthcare. Additional initiatives, including a social security agreement for Indian workers, free e-
visas, and the rollout of India’s UPI digital payments, were described as measures that would
directly benefit people. The visit itself aimed to deepen the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
established in 2024 and expand cooperation across trade, defence, and innovation. Malaysia and
India share longstanding historical and cultural ties underpinned by the Indian-origin population,
while economic relations continue to show strong momentum. The Prime Minister framed the
partnership as entering a new phase of progress and prosperity, reflecting the growing strategic
value of people-to-people connections. PM Modi’s Malaysia visit demonstrated a clear evolution
in India’s diaspora diplomacy, from symbolic outreach to concrete institutional support. By
combining cultural recognition, educational pathways, mobility benefits, and economic integration,
the visit positioned the Indian diaspora not merely as a sentimental link but as a strategic pillar of
India-Malaysia relations. In doing so, New Delhi signalled that the future of bilateral partnerships
increasingly rests on transnational communities capable of shaping trade, culture, and geopolitics

simultaneously.

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA, TO MARK ITS FOUNDATION DAY

DR. SARITA BOODHOO HIGHLIGHTED INDIA’S CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AND DIASPORIC CONNECTIONS

sy | A mdgl““\._&._.gﬁ ﬁ!’!‘\&l\l‘l’:\\* B
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata, one of Asia’s oldest and most prestigious centres of learning, founded
in 1784, celebrated its 243rd Foundation Day.

The celebration was graced by Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of Culture & Tourism, as the
Chief Guest, while the Foundation Day Oration was delivered by Dr. Sarita Boodhoo, Mauritius-
based social activist, writer and journalist, and Awardee of the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman — 2025.
Her address on “Geet Gawai — The Chord and Spirit of the Girmitiyas” highlighted the deep
cultural links between India and its global diaspora. A central feature of the foundation day
programme was the formal national unveiling of “Anukriti & Vidhvanika”, two next-generation
heritage platforms being developed jointly by The Asiatic Society, IIT Kharagpur and C-DAC
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Kolkata. Unlike conventional digitization, Anukriti seeks to restore the physical experience of
manuscripts, enabling museum-grade replicas to be created so that fragile originals can remain
safely preserved while their form and appearance are made accessible for scholarship, exhibitions
and education. Vidhvanika, in parallel, is being developed as a national Al-powered manuscript
intelligence platform. It will enable automated transcription, transliteration, translation, metadata
generation and scholarly search across a wide range of ancient and medieval scripts. Together,
Anukriti and Vidhvanika form a complete civilisational pipeline, from scientific recovery and
physical reconstruction to Al-driven interpretation and global digital access, placing India at the
forefront of international heritage science. The foundation day programme also witnessed the
exchange of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between The Asiatic Society, Kolkata and
II'T Kharagpur, Visva Bharati Santiniketan & CDAC Kolkata, formalising long-term collaboration
in heritage science, digitisation, artificial intelligence and interdisciplinary research. There was also
the launch of the new website of The Asiatic Society apart from the release of the book “A
Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Collection of The Asiatic Society, Vol. IV;
Philosophy Manuscript”, further strengthening the Society’s role as a leading centre of classical
scholarship.

Dr. Sarita Boodhoo also highlighted India’s cultural diplomacy and diasporic connections, focusing
on Geet Gawai, the Bhojpuri-derived musical and ritual tradition of the Girmitiya communities in
Mauritius and the Indian Ocean wotld. The oration underscores how India’s languages, music and
social traditions have travelled across continents, becoming a shared global heritage.

ICCR FIJI ALUMNI MEET IN SUVA: INDIA-FIJTI EDUCATIONAL BONDS
DEEPEN THROUGH ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT

:
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Educational cooperation continues to anchor India’s growing partnership with Fiji, highlighted by
the ICCR Fiji Alumni Meet held at the Civic Centre in Suva and hosted by the High
Commission of India along with the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre. The gathering brought
together former scholarship recipients, diplomats, and government representatives to reaffirm the
enduring relationship between the two nations. Fiji’s Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs, Charan
Jeath Singh, attended as chief guest and described the bilateral relationship as “unique and deeply
rooted in history,” shaped by shared heritage, democratic values, and strong people-to-people ties.
The partnership traces its evolution from the Girmit legacy to contemporary diplomatic
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engagement, reflecting sustained high-level interactions. India’s scholarship diplomacy has
emerged as a central pillar of this engagement. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
offers over 3,000 scholarships annually to students from nearly 180 countries, while the
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation programme trained about 100 Fijian professionals
last year, with more than 1,000 beneficiaries since 2007. Alumni returning from India contribute
skills and global perspectives that support Fiji’s national development while reinforcing bilateral
goodwill. Collaboration is also expanding into healthcare, including plans for a 100-bed super-
specialty hospital in Suva, signalling a broadening development partnership. Cultural
performances, alumni reflections, and a “Vande Mataram” exhibition at the event further
illustrated how education-driven exchanges continue to nurture civilisational affinity and
strengthen India’s presence across the Pacific.

INDIA-FIJI PARTNERSHIP STRENGTHENS THROUGH DIASPORA LEGACY
AND DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

India has reaffirmed its long-term commitment to Fiji, signalling a partnership entering a new
phase grounded in trust, shared values, and strong people-to-people ties. The message was
conveyed during India’s Republic Day reception held at Novotel Lami in Suva on January
24, 2026, where Indian High Commissioner Suneet Mehta emphasised a collective vision for a

brighter and more inclusive future. Highlighting historical continuity, Mehta acknowledged the

enduring contribution of the Girmitiya-descended Indian diaspora, describing it as a
cornerstone of bilateral relations since the 19th century. Today, the community continues to play
an integral role across agriculture, trade, education, and public service, reinforcing the social and
economic fabric of the island nation. The year 2025 was characterised as a milestone for ties,
marked by sustained high-level political engagement, including visits by Fiji’s President Naigama
Lalabalavu and Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka to India, which produced key agreements and
reaffirmed Vezlomani Dosti, a friendship rooted in mutual respect. Health cooperation has emerged
as a major pillar of the partnership, with India committed to establishing a 100-bed super-
specialty hospital in Suva, envisioned as a regional hub for advanced medical services.
Collaboration is also expanding into agriculture, education, defence, capacity building, renewable
energy, digital technologies, and climate resilience. Through these initiatives and its engagement
with Pacific nations via the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation, India continues to
position the diaspora as both a historical anchor and a forward-looking bridge for sustainable
growth and shared prosperity.
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Profiles

Jiang Jingkui: A Chinese Scholar’s
Lifelong Bond with Hindi Reflects the
Enduring Cultural Bridge Between India
and China

Antonio Costa: The European Council

President whose Goan roots continue to

shape a personal and diplomatic bridge
between India and Europe.

Professor

Jingkui, one of

China’s  foremost

Hindi scholars and

Director at the

Institute for

International  and

Area Studies,

Tsinghua

University, has

dedicated over three decades to studying
Indian language, literature, and culture. A
graduate of Peking University with doctoral
training in Indian Language and Literature, he
also studied at India’s Central Hindi Institute,
deepening his academic and  cultural
engagement  with  the country.  His

Jiang

commitment to strengthening India-China
cultural ties echoes a broader call for linguistic
exchange. Speaking at a programme on the

“Contribution of Hindi in India-China
Friendship,” Prof. Jiang noted that hundreds
of Chinese students are learning Hindi across
multiple universities, highlighting its growing
relevance for employment and people-to-
people engagement with India. Prof. Jiang has
received several prestigious honours, including
the George Grierson Award, considered the
highest international recognition in Hindi
studies, and the Kamleshwar Award from the
Government of Madhya Pradesh for overseas
scholars of Hindi. His academic work spans
monographs, translations, dictionaries, and
more than 100 research papers focused on
Indian civilization and South Asian studies.
Describing literature and culture as vital
instruments for fostering mutual
understanding, he has consistently advocated
deeper intellectual cooperation between the
two ancient civilizations. Through scholarship
and cultural dialogue, Prof. Jiang Jingkui
stands as a living symbol of how language can
transcend borders and nurture enduring
international friendship.

Costa,
of the

Antonio
President
European  Council
and former Prime
Minister of Portugal,
shares a deep and
personal connection
with India rooted in
his Goan ancestry.
His father’s family
hails from Goa, with his grandfather spending
much of his life there, while his father,
Orlando da Costa, a noted writer, retained
strong Goan influences in his work. Costa has
often emphasised that this heritage shapes his
wortldview, declaring, “I am the President of
the European Council, but I am also an
overseas Indian citizen... I am very proud of
my roots in Goa.” Born in Lisbon, Costa
visited Goa as a teenager and continues to
maintain familial ties; his ancestral house, over
200 vyears old, still stands in Margao(or
Madgaon), where extended relatives reside. He
is affectionately known as “Babush,” a
Konkani term of endearment, reflecting the
cultural imprint of his heritage even while
growing up in Portugal. In 2017, he returned
to Goa, met family members, and was
honoured with the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman,
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi describing
him as representing “the best of the Indian
diaspora.” Costa’s Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) status further formalises this bond,
which he has called “something personal,”
underscoring  how  his Indian  origins
contribute to strengthening Europe-India
relations. Analysts note that his heritage
symbolically bridges the two regions,
llustrating how historical family links can
influence contemporary diplomacy and
cooperation. Through both identity and
leadership, Costa embodies a rare example of
diaspora heritage shaping global political
engagement.




FELICITATION AND INTERACTION WITH 85™ AND 86™ BATCHES OF KIP

Diaspora Research and Resource Centre (DRRC)-Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), in
collaboration with Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi hosted the delegates of 85"
and 86™ batches of the Know India Program (KIP), a flagship initiative of the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) to connect with the Indian Diaspora across the globe, on 22 January 2026 at Janki
Devi Memorial College (JDMC), University of Delhi, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital Marg, New Delhi.
These combined batches brought together seventy-eight participants from twenty countries:
Australia, Canada, Malaysia, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the UK, Fiji, France (Including Reunion
Island), Malawi, Panama, Guyana, Israel, Mauritius, Myanmar, Singapore, South Africa, Sti Lanka,
Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago and the USA. The main theme of the program was in sync with the
initiative of the government of India, “Nationwide Commemoration of 150 Years of ‘Vande
Mataram”. this program was organised under the guidance of Prof. Sandhya Garg, Vice Principal,
JDMC, University of Delhi. After a formal welcome of the delegates, the lamp-lighting ceremony,

and a presentation of the College prayer, followed by the Kulgeet of Delhi University (feeeh
maﬁmm Cal gmvha) by the ‘Sarang’, the Indian Music Society of JDMC, Prof. Swati Pal,

Principal, JDMC, presented the welcome address. (full text of her welcome address is on next
page) A Short film highlighting all the milestones achieved by the JDMC was also displayed. Amb.
Vinod Kumar, President, ARSP, explained the relevance of KIP through the lights of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. He emphasised the need for a common identity throughout the globe. He said that
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in the present day, the distinction between the ‘Old’” and ‘New’ diaspora is not applicable, which
were earlier used to describe the POIs. In the end, he advised the delegates to make their adopted
homeland feel that they are honoured and proud to have them. This was followed by the cultural
petformances by the different groups/societies of the JDMC. It has beautifully blended the
Western, Indian, Classical, and modern art forms. Dr Komal Chikara, Assistant Professot,
University of Delhi, conducted a workshop titled “Vande Mataram to Viksit Bharat: The journey
of Indian aspirations”, in which she beautifully traced the history of Vande Mataram since its
inception.
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The second session begins with the workshop, titled ‘Discover Bharat: A Visual Feast’, conducted
by Dr Astha Agarwal. This was purely an activity-based moment. The delegates were divided into

teams, and a quiz was conducted. This activity helped delegates identify culturally significant
personalities, monuments, and listen to songs on the film soundtrack and recognise songs. The
winning team was also awarded. The quiz fostered teamwork and knowledge-sharing, and left a
lasting impression on the participants. This was followed by Prof. Swati Pal’s introductory remark
and the felicitation of the Ambassadors and the High Commissioners. Shri Gopal Arora, Secretary,
ARSP, highlighted the heavy work done by our ancestors and ARSP to connect with the diaspora
spread across the globe. He pointed out two important tasks fulfilled by the KIP: to connect with
the educational institution and to connect with NGOs. In that light, he emphasised the importance
of the Short-Term Course. H.E. Mr. Jagnnath Sami, High Commissioner of the Republic of Fiji,
New Delhi, talked about the shared vision and mission of India and Fiji. He explained the
shrewdness of the Britishers in calling the ‘Girmit people’ as ‘Indentured Labourers’ or ‘a party to
some agreement’, in which all the terms were already decided by them only. He also questioned

being called a ‘coolie’. He referred to the reasons for the forced migration from almost every part
of the colonised India (especially from U.P. and Bihar) under the umbrella of a quote, “For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10, New King James Version). H.E. Mr.
Dharamkumar Seeraj, High Commissioner of the Republic of Guyana, appreciated the diversity

of India and its achievements since independence. He talked about Highbury monuments and
threw light on the cultural similarity between India and Guyana. He emphasised the fact that if
India prospers, its soft power grows, and more and more Guyanese will feel proud of their Indian
roots. He also expressed concern about nearly 40% of the PIOs who do not speak Hindi, but at
the same time, felt proud that they kept our culture preserved. H.E. Mr. Chandradath Singh, High
Commissioner of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, praised the government of India for
setting an example with the KIP initiative to connect the Indian diaspora. He talked about
connecting factors such as Cuisines, Garments, music, especially the Bollywood, which has done
the job more efficiently. These are also important forces in maintaining the tradition. Ms Sunaina
Mohan, CdA, at the Embassy of the Republic of Suriname, remembers her journey as a delegate
in the KIP batch to inspire the current batch. She gave much attention to Hindi as a binding force
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and a source of pride in Indian roots. She talked about the six cultural aspects that have been
preserved by the Suriname; #he Bbasha, the Bhesha, the Bhajan, the Bhojan, the Bhootkaal, and the Bhawana
(ie. the Language, Appearance, Devotional songs, Food, History, and the Feelings). She
highlighted the growth of Suriname and that of the Hindustani people as the backbone of
Suriname’s economy. Mr Mahesh Mahakumarage, First Secretary, High Commissioner of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, focused mainly on education and the bilateral relations
between India and Sti Lanka. He said that the primary way through which one can achieve real
strength is to have continuous education. He also termed the relations of Sri Lanka with India as
‘Civilizational linkage’. Peter Mahatha, First Secretary: Political, High Commission of South Africa,
traced India’s relations with South Africa since Apartheid times. He said that India was too vocal
about it and supported the anti-apartheid movement. He also remembered Mahatma Gandhi and
Nelson Mandela. He drew much attention to the present relations and the shared vision of India
and South Africa in BRICS. This was followed by an interactive session, in which participants
provided their views about India based on their various attachments. The participants were quite
impressed with their visit, not only to reconnect with their ancestral land but also to witness what
India had achieved in various spheres of socio-economic and technological development. They
said that they felt very proud of the management of a complex and pluralistic democracy by the
Government of India and expressed their rich experience and lessons learnt during this visit.
Concluding remark and Vote of Thanks were presented by Shri Narayan Kumar, Hony. Director,
ARSP. The program ended with the distribution of certificates to the delegates of KIP for their
active participation.

INDIAN DIASPORA IS OUR TRUE CULTURAL DIPLOMAT: PROF. SWATI PAL

India, Identity and the Young Diaspora

Good morning, everyone,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to our college.
|l You come from different countries, different expetiences,

and different life journeys, yet you share something deeply

meaningful. You share roots that trace back to India. Many

of you may live far away from India geographically, but India

B | often lives quietly within you. In family conversations, in

festivals celebrated abroad, in food that tastes like home, and
in stories passed down across generations. Today, I am not here to give you a lecture on India. I
am here to invite you into a conversation about India. India is not merely a country that emerged
in 1947. It is one of the world’s oldest living civilisations. For over five thousand years, India has
absorbed ideas, welcomed travellers, faced invasions, endured colonisation, and yet continued to
renew itself. What makes India unique is not uniformity, but coexistence. Few societies in the
world have managed such extraordinary diversity. Languages, religions, philosophies, cuisines, and
customs exist side by side. In India, difference is not an exception. It is the norm. Swami
Vivekananda once said, “We believe not only in universal toleration, but we accept all religions as
true.” This idea shaped India long before modern concepts of multiculturalism came into
existence. It teaches us something powerful. India survives not because everyone agrees, but
because disagreement itself is allowed. When we speak of Indian culture and heritage, we must
remember that it is not something frozen in the past. Indian culture is alive. It evolves, adapts, and
responds to time. Classical dance today finds expression on digital platforms. Ancient yoga has
travelled from Himalayan caves to global studios. Indian music blends centuries-old ragas with
modern rhythms. Handloom traditions meet contemporary fashion. Culture in India does not
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disappear with modernity. It walks alongside it. Rabindranath Tagore beautifully expressed this
spirit when he wrote, “Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high... into that heaven
of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.” Tagore’s India was not just a land of rituals or
history. It was an India of free thought, creativity, dignity, and openness to the world. For many
of you, India may appear complex, sometimes contradictory, and occasionally overwhelming. That
is because India is not a finished idea. It is a continuous process. And the India you are visiting
today is very different from the India your grandparents knew. Contemporary India is young. Over
sixty per cent of its population is under the age of thirty-five. It is one of the fastest-growing digital
societies in the world. From startups and innovation to space exploration, renewable energy, and
global diplomacy, India today is confident, ambitious, and deeply connected to the world. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi once captured this spirit when he said, “Today’s India is confident,
ambitious, and ready to take on the world.” This confidence is not about dominance, but about
belief. Belief that India can grow while staying rooted. That it can modernise without losing its
soul. Mahatma Gandhi reminded us that, “A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the soul
of its people.” Culture is, therefore, not found only in monuments or museums. It lives in everyday
choices, in compassion, in responsibility, and in how we treat one another. This is where you, the
youth of the Indian diaspora, become especially important. You live between worlds. You
understand global values, democratic ideals, and cultural pluralism. At the same time, you carry
memories, traditions, and emotional ties to India. That makes you bridges between cultures. You
do not have to choose between being global citizens and being Indian. India itself has always
engaged with the world. From ancient trade routes to modern diplomacy, from philosophy to
science, India has always believed in dialogue, not isolation. Swami Vivekananda urged the youth
of his time with these words, “Arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached.” That message
remains deeply relevant today. Not merely as a call to nationalism, but as a call to purpose,
responsibility, and self-confidence. As you spend time on this campus, I encourage you to look
beyond stereotypes. Explore India not only through headlines, but through conversations. Ask
questions. Travel with curiosity. Listen with empathy. India is not perfect. No civilisation is. But
India has always been brave enough to question itself, reform itself, and reimagine itself. You are
not visitors to a distant land. You are participants in an ongoing story that stretches across
centuries. I hope that when you leave this campus, you carry back more than photographs or
memories. I hope you carry a deeper understanding of India as a civilisation that welcomes debate,
values diversity, and believes in coexistence. And above all, I hope you feel that wherever life takes
you, India remains not just a place of origin, but a source of inspiration. Thank you and have a

good day!

PM MODI HIGHLIGHTS LITHUANIA’S SANSKRIT INITIATIVE, SIGNALLING A
SHARED LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL CONNECTION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi underscored the growing global appeal of Sanskrit during the 113th
episode of Mann Ki Baat, drawing attention to Lithuania as an example of cultural affinity with
India. Referring to a project by Professor Vytis Vidunas, Modi described how enthusiasts gathered
along the Neris River to chant the Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita under the initiative “Sanskrit on
the Rivers.” Calling such efforts inspiring, he encouraged people to supportt activities that preserve
and promote the ancient language. The mention reflects broader intellectual engagement between
India and Lithuania, where scholars have documented linguistic similarities and even produced a
dictionary mapping common words in both languages. Together, these initiatives highlight how
shared linguistic heritage continues to strengthen cultural diplomacy, positioning Sanskrit not
merely as a classical Indian language but as a living bridge fostering dialogue across continents.




INDIAN-ORIGIN SCIENTIST MEHA JAIN WINS GLOBAL SCIENCE PRIZE FOR
CLIMATE RESEARCH
Indian-origin climate scientist Meha Jain has been awarded
the inaugural Arizona State University-Science Prize for
Transformational Impact, a global honour recognising
early-career researchers whose work delivers measurable
social benefits. The University of Michigan associate
professor was recognised for pioneering the use of satellite
imagery and artificial intelligence to understand how
smallholder farmers respond to climate stress. Her
research provides data-driven insights into shifts in
irrigation, planting schedules, and land use as rainfall
patterns become unpredictable and temperatures rise.
Jain’s work also highlights hidden environmental costs, particularly the gradual depletion of
groundwater in heavily farmed regions. With academic training from Princeton and Columbia and
postdoctoral research at Stanford, her approach has been shaped by extensive fieldwork in rural
India, where she observed that farmers often operate under severe economic and climatic
constraints rather than mismanaging resources. By integrating remote sensing, machine learning,
and field surveys, she maps agricultural patterns in areas lacking reliable data and is developing
smartphone tools to guide farmers on irrigation, crop choices, and climate risks. The award places
Jain among a select group of scientists bridging cutting-edge research with real-world decision-
making at a time when climate change increasingly threatens global food systems.

INDIA’S BUDGET 2026: WHAT’S IN FOR NRIS?

India’s Union Budget 2026 introduces several measures
aimed at strengthening engagement with Non-Resident
Indians (NRIs) by prioritising simplicity, access, and
financial parity. Presented by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, the budget signals a shift toward treating
overseas Indians as long-term economic stakeholders
rather than just remittance contributors. One key reform
doubles the individual NRI investment limit in listed
Indian companies from 5% to 10%, while raising the
aggregate overseas cap to 24%, enabling greater
participation in India’s growth sectors. Property transactions are also set to become smoother,
with the removal of the Tax Deduction and Collection Account Number (TAN) requirement for
buyers purchasing property from NRIs from October 2026, replacing it with PAN-based
compliance to reduce paperwork and delays. The budget further proposes a time-bound foreign
asset disclosure scheme that allows voluntary reporting with tax payment while offering protection
from penalties in specific cases, acknowledging that cross-border lives can create compliance gaps.

Additional relief comes through the exclusion of certain presumptive-tax businesses from

Minimum Alternate Tax and extended income tax filing deadlines, providing clarity for small NRI-
run ventures and professionals managing obligations across jurisdictions. Taken together, these
measures aim to reduce friction, build confidence, and encourage the diaspora to remain financially
connected to India.




ACTIVITIES OF ARSP CHAPTERS

ARSP DEHRADUN CHAPTER
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An interactive Seminar was organised for a brain storming session on the burning issues which are prevalent
and relevant by the ARSP, Dehradun Chapter, on 10 January 2026 at the B S Negi Mahila Pravidhik
Prashikshan Sansthan, Dehradun. The Seminar was attended by 147 members. After the formal
inauguration, Shri. S. S. Kothiyal, President, ARSP Dehradun Chapter, presented the welcome speech and
expressed his gratitude to the audience for their participation in the seminar. He explained the ambit of the
vast selfless social activities of ARSP and briefed about the vision of ARSP Pariwar and the umbrella of
patronage provided by the executives of the ARSP Uttarakhand Chapter in all the endeavours. The Guest
of Honour Shri T. N. Malhotra elucidated the origin of ARSP, the work done by the founder stalwarts its
aim and objectives and the goal to aspire and achieve “Vasudev Kutumbakam “. He quoted many incidents
and experiences regarding the working of ARSP for the welfare and benefit Indian diaspora in foreign
countries especially the students and the working professionals abroad. The Chief Guest of the event was
Dr. Surekha Dangwal, Vice Chancellor of Doon University, Dehradun. She is a recipient of DAAD
Fellowship in the year 2000 from International Women University (IFU) in Kassel and was a visiting
exchange faculty in Tarleton State University, Stephenville, Texas, USA. She was the member of Uniform
Civil Code Committee (Drafting and Policy making) of Uttarakhand. The other distinguished guests were
Col Ajay Kothiyal, KC, SC, VSM (Retd.), Chairman, Uttarakhand Rajya Poorva Sainik and Shri | P
Mamgain, IRS — Retired Chief Information Commissioner, Uttarakhand.

The Seminar started by the presentation by Padma Shri Kalyan Singh Rawat on the topic- “Human and
Wild life conflict. Shri. Rawat, is an educationist, dedicated environmentalist as well as social activist. He is
the recipient of the prestigious Padma Shri award in the year 2020 for outstanding contributions to
Environmental Conservation and is highly decorated with multiple awards. In order to make the plantation
meaningful and effective he laid the foundation of the “Maiti Movement” by giving emotional form which
became popular and since 1995 more than 5 lakh plants have been planted. The talk was highly informative
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and elaborated on the impending Climate change in the Himalayas and the terror of wild animals in the
villages with scanty households. He emphasised that the youth should awaken and work to protect the
environment.The second very current and relevant topic was, “Cyber Sheild -Protecting India’s digital
future” and was presented by Shri Rajeev Semwal who is a Sub-Inspector in the Cyber-Crime cell
Uttarakhand Police. He is the Master Trainer of Cyber-Crime Investigation. He has been the organizer of
state level training programme Suraksha Chakra for Uttarakhand police for awareness in cybercrime and
conducted seminars at the various educational institutions, ONGC, CISF, ITBP, IMA Dehradun, ATC
Haridwar etc. The presentation was aptly targeted towards the age group of the audience and elaborated on
the eminent risks of the internet and social media in the present context. He explained the essential dos and
don’ts with regards to the extensive use of the internet, websites, apps and financial frauds with live
examples of cyber-crime. He provided the solutions and the helpline numbers. It was an informative,
invigorating and an interactive session. The third topic, “Decoding the changing Geo-political Landscape
of India” was presented by Professor Harsh Dobhal, who is a distinguished academician, author, editor,
reporter, senior journalist and political analyst with a substantial career spanning over 30 years of national
and international experience. He has held prestigious research positions, Post-Doctoral Fellowships at the
Rothberg International School and at Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He is the author or editor of 12
books and has published numerous papers at national and international publications. Currently, Professor
Dobhal holds the esteemed position of Dr. Ambedkar Chair Professor in the School of Social Sciences at
Doon University. The session was extremely meaningful and had covered almost all major foreign relations
and policies of India. The speaker emphasised the strengths of India as a nation and emphatically opined
that the traditional social values of India shall uphold in times to come. He broadly covered all the aspects
of India’s present status vis-vis the world order -the SAARC countries, the QUAD and the upcoming G20
meeting in India in February 2026.The session was interesting and full of information and knowledge. The
audience put the questions which were aptly answered. The distinguished guest Col Ajay Kothiyal, KC, SC,
VSM (Retd.) was called upon to address the gathering. He seamlessly put forward his opinion and
observation regarding the sessions of the seminar. He also shared his personal experiences and appreciated
the democratic and one-family approach of the ARSP Pariwar. He added that the ARSP should extend its
arms across India and the transcending of values from the experienced veterans to the youth of the ARSP
Pariwar would be a brilliant composition for mission VIKSIT Bharat 2047. This was followed by the speech
of the Patron Er. Rakesh Oberai. He appreciated the selection of the topics of the seminar and the sessions
of each speaker, who were masters in their own field. He expressed that the time slot for each speaker was
less and for the future seminars, the time limit of the presentations and interaction should be for a longer
duration to be more effective. He appreciated the efforts of the President ARSP -Dehradun Chapter Shri
S S Kothiyal, anchoring by Shri Adesh Shukla Secretary & Smt. Namita Mamgain Jt. Secretary and the

working team and reiterated that we should all work towards the goal of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. The
Chief Guest Prof. Surekha Dangwal mesmerised the audience by her address. She adequately summed up

each session by interwinding the relation of one with the other. She quoted numerous examples and
experiences out of her vast knowledge of literature, history, language, foreign policies, environment,
academics and administration. She was also of the opinion that, such seminars, which are full of abundant
wisdom should be for a longer duration. She praised Shri S S Kothiyal for his leadership acumen and his
energy and zeal like a youth. She expressed that, the world has become boundaryless with the advent of
internet and as guardians of the youth, the challenge to contain the value system and culture amongst the
youth, it is extremely important to protect the social fabric and the family structure of the country, which
has been the strength of our nation since times immemorial. She concluded by emphasising that the next
century belongs to India and we have to strive hard in all directions to achieve and attain our position in
the global arena. The President Uttarakhand Chapter Shri Rajiv Berry, who was presiding the chair of the
interactive seminar expressed briefly his opinion regarding the three sessions and expressed gratitude to the
Chief Guest and others. He appreciated that under the leadership of Shri S S Kothiyal and his dedicated
team of Executive Committee, the Dehradun Chapter ARSP is doing commendable work. The vote of
thanks was delivered by the Vice President ARSP Shri D K Bhatt, IPS. The interactive seminar was attended
by all the members of ARSP and the students of B S Negi Mahila Pravidhik Prashikshan Sansthan.




people attended the programme. Mr Rakesh Sachdev shared his experience of his adventures and
assignment in Sri Lanka during the LTTE disturbance. Mr Malhotra and Mr Mannan also
highlighted the ARSP activities and shared their experience with the “Know India” program. Mr
Harit Sharma introduced “Bio-Science” environmentally friendly products, cleaning and
disinfecting, used for domestic and commercial purposes, developed by his team. Mr Kamal
Kaushik and Mr Thukral discussed the budget and current affairs. Mr Mannan shared his Middle
East experience of the humanitarian help rendered by the Kuwait group to help the Pathankot
Martyrs. The program was a nice day out and very refreshing. Thanks to Nomita ji for organising

the interesting game on various product brands we used during our childhood and now also.

INDIAN DIASPORA IN THE UAE: FROM MIGRATION TO STRATEGIC
INFLUENCE

The Indian diaspora has emerged as a defining force in the United Arab Emirates’ socio-economic
transformation, according to a report released by Indiaspora in partnership with the Boston
Consulting Group at the Forum for Good conference in Abu Dhabi. Numbering nearly 3.9
million, about 30% of the UAE’s population, the community has expanded dramatically from
roughly 5,000 residents in 1975 to one of the largest expatriate groups shaping the country’s global
standing. Their contributions span technology, healthcare, education, entrepreneurship, and
business, positioning them as key stakeholders in the UAE’s growing international influence. The
report underscores the diaspora’s role in supporting the UAE’s transition from an oil-dependent
economy toward a knowledge-driven model powered by sectors such as Al, fintech, and
advanced technology. Indian-founded firms are innovating in areas including blockchain and
crypto, while trade ties between India and the UAE continue to generate substantial economic
value built on mutual trust. Human capital remains central to this partnership: more than 400,000
students study in Indian-run schools, and the healthcare ecosystem includes approximately
25,000 Indian doctors and 55,000 nurses. Major business groups such as Lulu Group, Landmark
Group, Joyalukkas, and Nikai rank among leading investors, further strengthening bilateral
economic linkages. While improved visa pathways and business-friendly policies have attracted
professionals and entrepreneurs, challenges persist for blue-collar workers, including workplace
safety concerns, long hours, and high living costs. Viewed against rapid geopolitical and
technological shifts, the diaspora’s evolving role is increasingly seen as pivotal to the next phase of
India-UAE relations, demonstrating how migrant communities can shape not only economies but
also regional influence.




CARNIVAL AND CIVILISATIONAL MEMORY: INDIAN DIASPORA
TRADITIONS ON THE GLOBAL STAGE
i T P ) |V pes—— —— R 1" Y

Carnival, widely regarded as one of the world’s grandest public festivals, will be celebrated in
Trinidad and Tobago on February 16-17, 2026 drawing attention to the enduring cultural
imprint of the Bhartiya diaspora. Rooted in the migration of indentured labourers to regions such
as Trinidad, Guyana, and Mauritius, the festival today reflects a layered history in which Indian
traditions intersect with Caribbean celebratory culture. Diaspora communities have helped shape
Carnival through music, masquerades, elaborate costumes, tassa drumming, chutney and
soca, as well as Bollywood-inspired performances, forms that illustrate a creative fusion of
inherited and local traditions. Speakers noted that the Indian presence in Carnival carries
philosophical and spiritual resonances. Observers highlichted that Shivratri often falls on or near
Carnival, invoking Shiva as Nataraja, the cosmic dancer, while parallels emerge between Hindu
concepts of divine energy and the festival’s expressive dynamism. Today, Carnival functions not
merely as entertainment but as a space for creativity, resistance, and cultural pride,
demonstrating how diasporic memory adapts across geographies while preserving civilisational

depth.

UGANDA'S MUSEVENI PRAISES INDIA'S DIASPORA FOR ROLE IN UGANDA'S
GROWTH

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has praised the
Indian community for its vital role in the country’s
economic growth. Hosting a Diwali dinner at State
y House, Museveni commended the community’s
entrepreneurship, saying Indian businesses have
created jobs, developed skills, and boosted
government revenue. He recalled the 1972 expulsion
of Asians under Idi Amin and said Uganda had since
corrected that ‘“historic mistake” by welcoming
, Indians back. Around 35,000 people of Indian origin
live in Uganda, contributing significantly to sectors like manufacturing, banking, and agriculture.
Museveni’s remarks underscored the enduring partnership between Uganda and its Indian
diaspora.
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