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The Diaspora Research and Resource Centre (DRRC) of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad-Bharat (ARSP)
organised the launch of the coffee table book Indian Roots—Global Wings: Trailblazing Women, Global Impact (V olume 1)
on August 13, 2026 at Hall No. 5, Bharat Mandapam (ITPO), New Delhi, during the Bharatiya Vyapar Mahotsav
2026. The volume celebrates 77 distinguished women from 25 countries and documents their achievements across
diverse fields. Moderated by Ms. Komal Chhikara (Assistant Professor, University of Delhi), the programme
commenced at 3:00 p.m. with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp. Ambassador Vinod Kumar (President, ARSP)
delivered the welcome address and described the book as a remarkable initiative recognising the achievements of
Indian diaspora women. He observed that diaspora women have broken several glass ceilings as women, as Indian

women and as representatives of the Indian diaspora.

Shri Shyam Parande (Secretary General, ARSP) described the Indian diaspora as one of the strongest and most
connected diasporas in the world. He highlichted the work of ARSP and its reseatch centre in organising
conferences, dialogues and initiatives that connect Indians across the world. Smt. Renu Sharma, Editor of the
volume, then spoke about the vision behind the publication. She stressed the need for greater interaction between
diaspora women and women in India. Drawing upon her work with women entrepreneurs, she explained that this
project extended that engagement to women of the Indian diaspora. She also announced that further volumes were
planned. The formal launch of the coffee table book was followed by the address of the Chief Guest, Smt. Meenakshi
Lekhi (former Minister and Member of Patliament). She reflected on the struggles of Indian diaspora women and




stated that staying rooted in values represents the true essence of Indian feminism. Referring to the Girmitiya
community, she recalled the hardships of indentured labour and the challenges faced by Indians on foreign lands.

Ambassador Veena Sikri (retired Indian diplomat) emphasised the need to engage Gen Z of the Indian diaspora and
appreciated ARSP’s initiatives to connect diaspora youth and women with India. Ambassador Virendra Gupta
subsequently emphasised that women have played a central role in the success of the Indian diaspora. Referring to
the Girmitiya experience, he highlighted women’s contribution to preserving Indian culture, values and traditions

across generations.

Prof. Swati Pal (Principal of Janki Devi Memorial

College, University of Delhi) addressed the gathering

and emphasised that India’s presence extends

beyond geographical borders through its diaspora.

She remarked that diaspora women continue to carry

India with them through their values and

achievements. Highlighting the spirit of the book,

she observed that “Nari Shakti is the strength of

India” and that “when women rise, India rises.”

Thereafter, Mr. Bharat Choudhary (Assistant

Professor, University of Delhi) read messages from

Smt. Rekha Gupta, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi i

and Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs and Environment, Forest & Climate
Change, Government of India. The messages congratulated ARSP and highlighted the achievements, resilience and
cultural rootedness of women of Indian origin. Dr. Aastha Agarwal (Assistant Professor, Gurugram University)
then presented a review of the book. She described it as an act of documentation and preservation and reflected on
the relationship between “Indian Roots” and “Global Wings,” demonstrating how cultural rootedness and global
achievement coexist. An interactive session followed with Dr. Kamel Hothi (UK), Ms. Nalini Toshniwal (Japan),
Ms. Kritika Chawla (Canada) and Ms. Vina Shekhar Patni (UAE), who shared their journeys, struggles and
experiences as Indian diaspora women. The programme concluded with remarks and a vote of thanks by Shri
Narayan Kumar, (Honorary Director, ARSP). He traced the journey of the book, acknowledged the collective effort
behind its publication and recalled Mother India Children Abroad, associated with Late Shri Baleshwar Agrawal Ji, as
an important inspiration. He acknowledged Mr. Navnit Kumar and Ms. Braitty Sharma for their role in gathering
and developing material, praised Smt. Renu Sharma’s dedication and thanked all dignitaries, contributors,

participants and attendees. The event concluded as a meaningful celebration of the achievements, resilience and

cultural contribution of Indian diaspora women.

4 Bharat Choudhary




INDIAN ROOTS, GLOBAL WINGS - REVIEW OF THE COFFEE TABLE BOOK

Distinguished guests, respected dignitaties, esteemed members of the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad, editors,
contributors, and friends — it is an honour to present my review of Indian Roots, Global Wings. There are some
books that inform us. There are others that inspire us. And then there are books like this one, which perform a rarer,
more necessary act — they rescue lives from obscurity. Diaspora history has a way of scattering itself — across
continents, languages, generations. A life lived fully in Lagos or Christchurch rarely finds its way into collective
memory unless someone decides, deliberately, to go looking for it. That is what the editors of this inaugural volume
have done: gathered the stories of 77 women from 25 countries, not as a random assortment but as a mindful act of
preservation. I will admit, I did not expect a coffee-table book to leave me quite this moved. What struck me first is
its title. Indian Roots, Global Wings is not a decorative phrase — it is the organising idea of the entire book. “Indian
Roots” reaches for something deeper than geography; it speaks of sanskriti, a civilizational inheritance carried in
values, memory, and a quiet devotion to family and community. “Global Wings” speaks of the courage to step
beyond the familiar. What is remarkable is that these women refused to choose between the two — they remained
rooted without being confined, and global without ever becoming unmoored. Root and wing, held together: that, in
many ways, is the defining character of the Indian diaspora itself. Their lives span South Africa, Australia, France,
New Zealand, Suriname, Kuwait, Botswana, the Philippines, the United States, and beyond — across public service,
science, medicine, education, the arts, diplomacy, and social reform. The architecture of the book is equally
thoughtful. It opens with a chapter titled Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awardees — and the choice is not incidental.
Nearly thirty of the seventy-seven women here carry that honout: India's highest civilian recognition for its diaspora,
conferred by the President of India at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. To open with these names is to say plainly: these
are not ordinary lives; the nation has already seen and honoured them. Yet the book does not stop there. It moves
into a second chapter, Trailblazing Women in Business and Leadership, and beyond — into science, public life,
education, healthcare, culture, entrepreneurship, community service. The message is unmistakable: recognition
matters, but contribution is always larger than recognition. Though every story here is remarkable, I 1l take this
opportunity to tell a few names that desetrve to travel amidst us right here. Smt. Pratima Kale, built her life's work
in rural development in the Philippines, eventually leading the International Institute for Rural Reconstruction in
Manila. When she received the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman in 20006, she stood among fifteen honourees that year —
the only woman in the room. There is Dr. Zulekha Daud, who atrived in the Trucial States in 1964, before the UAE
even existed as a nation, one of the first Indian women doctors to practise there. She spent years travelling long
distances to treat patients and personally assisted in more than ten thousand childbirths — earning, from generations
of grateful families, the affectionate title Mama Zulekha. The thirty-bed hospital she later founded in Sharjah has
since grown into a healthcare group spanning two countries. There is Dr. Malini Ranganathan in France, who did
not merely perform Kathak on foreign stages — she built an entire pedagogy through which hundreds of non-
Indian students could learn to inhabit an Indian classical form as their own. And there is Prof. Fatima Meer in South
Africa. In 1950, she became the first woman elected to the Natal Indian Congress, working alongside Nelson
Mandela and the family of Mahatma Gandhi to build an alliance between Indians and Africans against apartheid.
The state banned her twice trying, to silence her. It did not work. She kept writing, kept organising, kept opening
clinics, schools, and scholarships for a community she refused to abandon. “We are human beings,” she once said.
“We don't want to be white; we want to be tight.” Today, she is rtemembered as one of the most respected moral
voices of her generation — proof that scholarship, placed in the service of justice, can outlast even the government
that tries to erase it. None of these women will trend on a given morning. But history is not, in the end, built only
by those who trend. It is built by the ones who deliver the ten-thousandth child, or who teach the hundredth foreign
student to hold a mudra correctly. This book's real triumph is that it refuses to let such lives disappear. Gandhiji
observed that “the best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” Whether in education,
healthcare, public life, entrepreneurship, or cultural preservation, the women in this volume seem to embody that
principle — and it brought to mind something Sh Shyam Prande ji so often tells our KIP delegates: that one must
cultivate the habit of giving without calculating personal benefit, to volunteer for causes larger than the self, simply
because it is the right thing to do. This brings me to the book's larger argument. When we speak of the diaspora,
our conversations drift toward remittances, trade, technology, geopolitical weight. These things matter — but they
are not the whole story. What escapes the balance sheet is harder to measure: community built one relationship at a
time, trust earned patiently over decades, culture kept alive in a rented hall. This volume restores that missing half.
Seen this way, the book is also a meditation on India's soft power — not power exercised by governments, but the
quieter power of credibility and human character, carried person to person, across borders no ministry could ever
cross. The women in these pages have been living bridges between civilizations, embodying something ancient and
very Indian: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam — the wotld as one family. By the time I closed the last page, one thing had
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settled in me: Indian women across the world abound in — perseverance, compassion, and an unshakeable
commitment to give back. Migration may change one's geography; it never once diminishes identity. Personal
advancement is meaningful, but it acquires a higher purpose when connected to the welfare of society. That, in my
view, is among the most valuable lessons the book offers younger readers. The first volume uncovered seventy-
seven such lives, there are surely hundreds more waiting — perhaps thousands. Rather than producing lengthy
academic essays, they have chosen concise and accessible profiles. The volume is intentionally commemorative
rather than analytical. It does not seek to construct a grand theory of the diaspora experience. Its purpose is
documentation, recognition, and preservation. And that purpose is valuable in itself. Indian Roots, Global Wings
succeeds because it refuses to see the diaspora as merely an economic or geopolitical asset. It insists on seeing it as
a human story — of women who turned opportunity into achievement, and achievement into service. And today

this story belongs to all of us. Thank you.
& Dr. Aastha Agarwal

PRESIDENT OF INDIA UNVEILS BUST OF MAHATMA GANDHI AT THE MUSEUM
OF THE CITY OF SKOPJE, NORTH MACEDONIA

= .
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The President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, along with President Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova of North
Macedonia, unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at the Museum of the City of Skopje on July 22, 2026. Addressing
the gathering, the President said that Mahatma Gandhi belonged to India, but his message belongs to all humanity.
She undetrlined that his life demonstrated that truth and non-violence are not signs of weakness, but powerful
instruments for securing justice, dignity and freedom. At a time when the world faces conflict, intolerance and
division, Gandhiji’s faith in dialogue, compassion and peaceful coexistence remains profoundly relevant. She said
that it will inspire people to reject hatred, resolve differences peacefully and serve society with courage and empathy.
The President said that this bust of Mahatma Gandhi will stand as a lasting symbol of the friendship between India
and North Macedonia and of our common commitment to peace, tolerance and humanity. Among the dignitaries
present on the occasion were the Mayor of the City of Skopje, Mr. Orce Gjorgjievski, members of the accompanying
delegation - Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Smt. Nimuben Jayantibhai
Bambhaniya, and Members of Patrliament Dr. Dinesh Sharma and Shri Vijay Baghel. Eatlier, the President along
with President Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova of North Macedonia visited Memorial of Mother Teresa in Skopje.
Mother Teresa was born in Skopje where she lived until 1928. Later, she joined the Sisters of Loretto in Ireland,
before moving to India. She was honoured with Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award in 1980 for exceptional
humanitarian work and selfless service.




PRESIDENT MURMU HAILS INDIAN DIASPORA’S ROLE IN STRENGTHENING
INDIA-ROMANIA TIES DURING STATE VISIT

— = s
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President Droupadi Murmu on 25 July, 2026 lauded the Indian community in Romania for serving as a vital bridge
between the two countries, describing the close bond between their peoples as the strongest pillar of India-Romania
relations. Addressing members of the Indian diaspora and “Friends of India” at a reception hosted by the
Ambassador of India to Romania in Bucharest on the concluding day of her three-nation State visit, the President
said the achievements and contributions of overseas Indians continue to make the country proud while strengthening
bilateral ties. Union Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Nimuben Jayantibhai
Bambhaniya and Members of Parliament Dr. Dinesh Sharma and Vijay Baghel were also present at the event.
Addressing the gathering, President Murmu said that although members of the Indian community live far from their
homeland, they remain deeply connected to India through their achievements, culture and enduring sense of
belonging. She noted that Indian companies and professionals are making significant contributions to Romania’s
development while creating new opportunities for cooperation between the two nations. “The strongest pillar of
India-Romania relations is the close bond between our peoples,” the President said, adding that the Indian diaspora
has kept India’s rich cultural heritage alive in Romania while a new generation of Indian IT professionals, researchers,
healthcare workers and students has made the European country their home. The President praised the Indian
community for its contribution to Romania’s economy and society and for promoting Indian culture and values
abroad. She also thanked the Romanian government and people for warmly welcoming the Indian community and
ensuring its safety. Referring to India’s long-term development vision, President Murmu said the goal of Viksit
Bharat 2047 is to build a prosperous, modern, self-reliant and inclusive nation. She urged members of the Indian
diaspora to remain active partners in India’s developmental journey, saying their experience, expertise and
achievements would continue to contribute to the country’s progress. The President also acknowledged the presence
of Romanian “Friends of India” at the reception, saying their appreciation of Indian art, culture and spirituality has
helped build enduring people-to-people ties between the two countries. She

thanked them for supporting stronger friendship and cooperation between

India and Romania. During her address, President Murmu highlighted the

expanding scope of bilateral cooperation, noting that India and Romania

are working together on issues such as sustainable development, climate

action, counter-terrorism and the promotion of a rules-based international

order. She also pointed to growing opportunities for economic

collaboration in sectors including defence, renewable energy, digital

technology, education, research, healthcare, science and technology,

artificial intelligence, innovation and advanced manufacturing. The

President observed that the conclusion of the India-European Union Free

Trade Agreement eatlier this year marked a historic milestone that is

expected to significantly boost trade and economic engagement with Romania and other EU member states.
President Murmu concluded her address by reaffirming the Government of India’s commitment to the welfare of
the global Indian community and to maintaining close ties with the Indian diaspora worldwide. During the visit, The
Bucharest University of Economic Studies conferred an Honorary Doctorate on the President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu, at a ceremony held in Bucharest, Romania on July 24, 2026. Following the successful completion
of her three-nation State visit, the President departed for New Delhi
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INDIA GIFTS FIVE PEACOCKS, INCLUDING RARE WHITE BIRD, TO UN GENEVA

> India formally gifted five peacocks, including a rare white male, to
INDIA’S the UN Office at Geneva. The move revives a historic Ariana Park

PEACOCK ’ tradition and signals India's biodiversity and multilateral
DIPLOMACY
5 YOUNG PEACOCKS

TO UN GENEVA ol rare white-feathered one, to the United Nations Office at Geneva,
4 BLUE + 1 RARE WHITE

commitments. India has donated five Indian peacocks, including a

reviving a decades-old tradition at the UN's FEuropean
headquarters. The birds were formally handed over at a special
ceremony on Friday by India's Permanent Representative to the
UN in Geneva, Arindam Bagchi, to UNOG Director-General
Tatiana Valovaya. The donation marks the second time India has

presented peacocks to UNOG. The five young birds include four blue peafowl and one white-feathered male,

reflecting the blue and white colours associated with the United Nations, while also highlighting India's natural
heritage and its commitment to multilateralism. In 1981, then prime minister Indira Gandhi had sent a breeding pair
from the Delhi Zoo to UNOG. In a statement, the Indian mission said, "The Indian Peacock, a symbol of grace,
beauty and resilience, represents India's enduring commitment to the conservation of biodiversity and environmental
stewardship." It added that the donation reflects the country's natural heritage and cultural ethos, and underscores
India's longstanding partnership with the UN as well as its commitment to multilateralism and international
cooperation. Valovaya expressed appreciation to the Indian government for the gesture, according to a statement
issued by the Permanent Mission of India in Geneva. The care of the birds will be overseen by Geneva Bioparc Zoo
along with UN staff. "It's really a dream habitat for them," said Tobias Blaha, Director of Geneva Bioparc Zoo. The
peacocks will first stay in an enclosed habitat for around three months before being allowed to roam freely in Ariana
Park. The 46-hectare Ariana Park, where the UN's European headquatters is located, is one of the biggest and most
prestigious parks in Geneva. The City of Geneva had made the patk available first to the League of Nations and
later to the United Nations for its offices, for as long as the UN exists. Peacocks have been part of Ariana Park for
more than a century, with the tradition going back to Swiss archaeologist and art collector Gustave Revilliod, who
bequeathed the estate where the UN complex now stands to the city of Geneva in 1890. Most of the birds seen
there today were donated to UNOG in 1997 by a zoo in Japan, and India's latest donation now adds to that long-
standing tradition.

INDIA WELCOMES KENYA’S DECISION TO RECOGNISE PERSONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN AS
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said that India and Kenya share
historical and multifaceted relations dating back millennia. He
said that regular high-level engagements have continuously
strengthened the bilateral relationship between the two
countries. Mr Birla made these remarks during his bilateral
meeting with Speaker of the National Assembly of Kenya, Dr
Moses M. Wetang’ula Speaker at the Parliament House Complex
on 13 August 2026. Emphasising on the centuries-old people-
to-people connect between India and Kenya, Mr Birla
welcomed the decision of the Kenya Government to recognize Persons of Indian Origin as an indigenous
community, which further deepens relations between the two countries. He said that both India and Kenya attach
importance to democracy, inclusive development and human-centric progress. The Lok Sabha Speaker said that
parliamentary dialogue between the two nations is continuously growing stronger. Referring to the constitution of
Patliamentary Friendship Groups in both countries, he emphasised that regular exchanges of parliamentary
delegations can add new dimensions to parliamentary relations between India and Kenya.




134-YEAR-OLD VISHNU TEMPLE BUILT BY INDIANS IN IRAN, WITH KRISHNA
PAINTINGS AND BUDDHA STATUES

] ——

{23 The 134-year-old Vishnu Temple in Bandar Abbas, Iran, stands as an officially protected national heritage
monument. The Vishnu Temple in Iran is a historical monument constructed in 1892 (1310 A.H.) during the reign
of Mohammad Hassan Khan Sa'd-ol-Malek. The temple was built by the Indian community working for the British
East India Company. This rare Indo-Iranian site features a unique onion-shaped dome and remains a powerful
testament to the centuries-old trade ties between Indo-Iran! Inside, faded yet powertul traces of devotion remain—
Lord Krishna paintings and even Buddha statues, reflecting a unique blend of faith and history preserved across
centuries. The temple was dedicated to Lord Vishnu, who is known in Hinduism as the protector and preserver.
For the Indian community, this temple became a spiritual centre, a place where they could pray, celebrate festivals,
and feel at home. It also acted like a small “Little India” in Iran, where people met, shared their lives, and supported
each other.

It is titled Tranian Lord Vishnu Song. Its lyrics are as follows:
Ey Vishnu Jaan (Hey beloved Vishnu)

Ey Rama Jaan (Hey beloved Rama)

Ey Krishna Jaan (Hey beloved Krishna)

Dar galb-¢ ma beman (Stay in our hearts)

Hamishe beman-2 (stay forever)

Noor-e to betabad (May your light shine)

Ishg-e to betabad (May your love shine)

BIHAR-BORN MAN IS UK'S FIRST AI MINISTER

The UK appointed its first Al minister, India-born Member of
Parliament Kanishka Narayan. Narayan was born in Muzaffarpur, Bihar
before moving to Cardiff, Wales as a 12-year-old. Google Al chief Demis
Hassabis, a Nobel laureate and one of the most respected names in the
artificial intelligence world lauded Narayan's appointment. Hassabis, a
UK citizen, is the son of immigrant parents himself. According to
Narayan the first call he made after taking on the role of the UK's Al
minister was to Hassabis on turning "British advantage into British jobs."
He did not elaborate on the call further. Both Narayan and Hassabis had
a humble, working-class upbringing. Narayan has often talked about his immigrant parents' struggles in the UK,
working minimum-wage and night-shift jobs.




Narayan was always bright, having secured a transfer to one of Britain's most prestigious schools, Eton College,
from a state-funded Cardiff school, on a scholarship. He went on to earn his undergraduate degree from the Oxford
University, studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics, before getting an MBA from the prestigious Stanford
University in the US. Inspired by his family's expetience as immigrants and a desite to improve public setvices,
Narayan joined the Labour Party. Narayan's parliamentary career took off in 2022 when he was selected as Labout's
candidate for the Vale of Glamorgan in Wales. After the Labour party returned to power, Prime Minister Keir
Starmer appointed him Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State in the Department for Science, Innovation and
Technology. This week, he was promoted to Al Minister, becoming the first person to hold the newly created role.

Indian-origin Arshdeep Singh Dang becomes first Sikh RAF fighter pilot since WWII

Born in Chandigarh and raised in London, the 28-year-old made

history after completing the RAF’s rigorous fast-jet pilot training at

, RAF Valley in Wales Fight Lieutenant Arshdeep Singh Dang has

Y ” % made history by becoming the first Sikh to graduate as a fighter pilot

: 3 with the UK’s Royal Air Force (RAF) since World War 1I. The 28-

« year-old received his fighter wings during a fast-jet pilot graduation

: ceremony at RAF Valley in North Wales on Friday, August 14. His

achievement comes more than eight decades after a Sikh last

completed the training required to serve in a British fighter

%, squadron. Dang was born in Chandigarh in 1998 and moved to the

UK with his family when he was six. He grew up in Southall,

London, while maintaining strong links to his Punjabi and Sikh heritage. Speaking after his graduation, Dang said

he felt privileged to represent his community internationally and expressed hope that his achievement would

encourage others to follow a similar path. His decision to pursue aviation was also influenced by his family. Dang

said his paternal grandfather, Sardar Santokh Singh Dang, had wanted his son to become a pilot, but circumstances

prevented that dream from being realised. Dang said his parents encouraged him to pursue the ambition and credited

his mother, Gagandeep Kaur, as a major source of support throughout his training. He also said the Sikh principle

of chardi kalan, which emphasises optimism and resilience, helped him deal with the demanding stages of flight

training. Dang studied mathematics and philosophy at the University of Bristol, earning a BSc (Hons) degree before
beginning his RAF career.

LAKSHMANAN MEYYAPPAN BECAME WORLD'S YOUNGEST CA AT 16; A GUINNESS WORLD
RECORDS

A 16-year-old Indian-origin man has made history by becoming
the world's youngest Chartered Accountant. Lakshmanan
Meyyappan has entered the Guinness World Records as the
wotld's youngest male Chartered Accountant (CA). He achieved

Sy the feat in Dubai at the age of 16 years and 141 days, according to

The geungest chartecedaccoustant (mal) Guinness \World Records.

s Meyyappan Lakshrmanan (diab. 11
January 2005),who was 16 years and 10
days old when qualfied, in Dubai Uited

O Meyyappan's interest in finance developed during the Covid-19
pandemic, shortly after he completed his Class 10 board

@ examinations. He began preparing for the Association of
Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) qualification at the age
of 15 and completed the course in roughly a year. Since then, he

RECORD 1) HOLDER

e e oy has continued to strengthen his academic and professional
credentials. Meyyappan later obtained the CFA charter and is currently studying for an MSc in Finance. He is now
based in Dubai, where he works as a Senior Research Analyst at Century




INDIAN-ORIGIN ASTRONAUT ANIL MENON TO CONDUCT SECOND SPACEWALK

Indian-origin NASA astronaut Anil Menon is preparing for his
second spacewalk in just 10 days as he steps outside the
International Space Station (ISS) on Tuesday to help replace a
critical communications antenna aboard the orbiting laboratory.
Menon, currently serving as a flight engineer on Expedition 75,
will be joined by European Space Agency (ESA) astronaut Sophie
Adenot for the six-and-a-half-hour extravehicular activity (EVA),
which is scheduled to begin at 6:05 pm IST. The primary
- objective of the spacewalk is to remove an aging high-speed data
WP and communications antenna and install a spare unit on the
station's Z1 truss segment, a key structural component located above the ISS. The antenna plays an important role
in maintaining communications and data transmission between the space station and Earth. During the operation,
the astronauts will swap antennas between the Z1 truss and an external storage platform before making a series of
delicate electrical and data connections to activate the replacement hardware. NASA said the crew spent Monday
conducting final preparations for the mission.Inside the ISS, NASA astronaut Jack Hathaway and station
commander Jessica Meir will support the operation by monitoring the spacewalkers and operating Canadarm?2. The
two astronauts spent Monday reviewing camera angles, lighting configurations and robotic arm maneuvers needed
for the mission.

GAUTAM RANGARAJAN: EX-BBC STRATEGIST APPOINTED AS EXPERT ADVISER UNDER
UK PM BURNHAM

New British Prime Minister Andy Burnham has appointed a leading Indian-
origin media executive, Gautam Rangarajan, as an Expert Adviser on Structure
and Process, the UK government said in a press release. A former BBC
strategist and musician, Rangarajan assumes charge of the newly created role
at 10 Downing Street this week, news agency PTI reported. Rangarajan began
his BBC career in 1993 as a producer for Radio 3, working on music

programmes before moving into policy and strategy. He later rose to become

- 1 kL the BBC’s director of strategy and subsequently Group Director of Strategy

, and Performance. BBC records show him serving in senior strategy roles for
years. With Burham declaring his vision to function differently, Rangarajan, working in his team, is expected to be
instrumental in the planned transformation of the British government, PTI noted.

MAITHILI CONNECT: BALEN SHAH’S MESSAGE HIGHLIGHTS NEPAL’S SHARED
CULTURAL HERITAGE

Nepal Prime Minister Balendra Shah recently drew attention by addressing
people in Maithili, a language widely spoken in Nepal’s Madhesh region
and India’s Mithila belt. Shah began his political campaign in Janakpur with
the words, “Sarvapratham, Mata Janaki ke pranaam”, paying tribute to
Goddess Sita (Janaki), whose birthplace is traditionally associated with the
city. His choice of Maithili was seen as a significant gesture towards Nepal’s
linguistic and cultural diversity. The move also highlighted the close cultural
and linguistic links between Nepal’s Madhesh region and India’s Mithila

region.




INDIA’S 80TH INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATED ACROSS THE WORLD

“TIRANGA

_ UNITES INDIAN DIASPORA WORLDWIDE
BN ON_INDIA'S ——
" INDEPENDENCE DAY

-

India’s 80th Independence Day was celebrated with patriotic fervour across the world on August 15, 2026 as Indian
diplomatic missions, diaspora communities and friends of India joined celebrations spanning the Pacific, Asia, the
Gulf, Europe, Africa and the Americas. Flag-hoisting ceremonies, cultural programmes, renditions of Vande
Mataram and the national anthem marked the historic occasion. A major feature of this year’s global celebrations
was ‘Suryapath Tiranga’, a symbolic relay of the Indian Tricolour following the movement of the sun from east to
west. The initiative began with Indian missions in the eastern parts of the world and continued across different time
zones, symbolically connecting Indians and Indian communities worldwide. The relay was part of the broader Har
Ghar Tiranga 2026 campaign.

In Singapore, more than 2,500 members of the Indian diaspora attended the Independence Day ceremony, where
High Commissioner Shilpak Ambule hoisted the Tricolour. The programme featured the national anthem, Vande
Mataram, patriotic songs and excerpts from President Droupadi Murmu’s address. In Beijing, Ambassador Vikram

Doraiswami unfutled the flag despite heavy rain, while celebrations were also held in Hong Kong, where

community leaders highlighted the contribution of Indians to the city.

In Saudi Arabia, the Indian Embassy in Riyadh witnessed the participation of around 1,000 members of the Indian
community, journalists and friends of India. The programme included the national song, flag-hoisting, cultural
performances and tributes to Mahatma Gandhi. In Jeddah, around 600 members of the Indian community
participated in the celebrations.In Oman, more than 1,000 members of the Indian diaspora and friends of India
gathered at the Embassy in Muscat. Students performed Vande Mataram before Ambassador Prashant Pise unfurled
the Tricolour under the ‘Suryapath Tiranga’ initiative. In Nairobi, Kenya, more than 1,200 members of the Indian
diaspora and friends of India attended celebrations at India House. The programme included flag-hoisting and
cultural performances showcasing India’s diverse heritage. The celebrations also reached the United States, where
Indian-American communities organised events across the country. In the New York tri-state region, a large-scale
celebration culminated in a Guinness World Record, adding a distinctive international highlight to India’s 80th
Independence Day.

From Fiji and Singapore to Africa, the Gulf, Europe and North America, the global celebrations demonstrated the
enduring connection between India and its diaspora, turning the 80th Independence Day into a worldwide
celebration of Indian identity, culture and national pride.

e
10




TATH AT F W€ UF TgEl 9 arigfcas TREars e

TIEA HigdT AR cq% Ud SreAforeh HeATH, STIYL TF HIASIT Gt ST HIGAT il & GI<h Jearae = § Tardr
ATeed: Ta=T S ygAt fFuT ux arigicrs aREars 1 s 7RE § BT /@ agre=nag ar=m =1,
AT AT 7 gl o AT ATigcd AT THTST, HERIT 3T TLITl &l dT06 89 H @ T a6 T
FIAT g1 FAFH § TATHT ATGARIL AT GHT (FA¥) TeF ATAT o6 T § IUTEAT Tl I+ T q1iged
T AT T THTT AT U F@T [ TATET AR AT HEhid, AT 3T TLI060 Al 009 &q¥ 9T
STHEATH FT T Ageaqul AW g et [Aammeaer <. sfare o/l 7 FEAFHH HT G Hd g4 AligcdHhiT
SITTOTAT & 30T AT e AT, TET AT9T 3 ATieed 57 Yarg § A7 o9 | [ o+F W7 T TH1 #7 §
et forwmr it et ° off a<hr 7 9= T 39 Tl 6 I ad g At o faaert # e W $iw qriR e &
FLTAT-ALATAT TAT TISHITE hT HATAATSA KT SATRTET AT <1 = fore sty =t g saeft 7 B 9 +
TAT-TATE | A9 § AT o GeATell 3T TaTHT ATg eIl sl YIHaERT 9T TH1e STAT| AT HeTT il
Tegey ATOAT feag 7 TATET ARl & SIdard f¥ adATT Aliecd I TaH1el STAd gu AIeH & T
TATHT ATRcAHL €. ATTAT AAd 6 ITATH AT THIATSAT T Ferd &7 ITATH 6 I H TqrT 37
FAATT § FTHLHT, FaA 3T JIT F TATHT AR AH TR HIGAT AR AR % ATged T FAT i, I
FATAT T AT T THAT TN 7 TATHT ATRAHTL ST, AT ATH ETT, FAHAT Tl T, FHiadT ar=wdal T T
AT 9 faereie [Mehrer 81 agTe=nay Aaers St Teq Fqaar 7 Teqefia Iaree | qgar Mt sa=m™
FT Ioord ToRAT Sl STEETRT fored=e il STl |1 i1 977 &7 aarar o Fra T Taret A= s«
STET & A o [T g 81 THEd A GeATIE remey Aoy feam 7 =9 Ao $fiw agerhar & forr a+dy v

T R

it oS § AR T T @ AR W SEhia i ser

Frfter TorersT § 99T AT T (SCO) F HEeT I901 F
Tepfa " T 23 doF F I AFSIT AT Fiede |
‘AT T T (AT T FT H3TH) TET 63T T3] 9
FTIL IT AT TLHTL o Gehtd w41 AT Toix g damEd e
IITEIT 2|




ST i B ATt o Aafee 1 a9+ 1a & [H=e

TR = UT R Hed-ewaeigi 9ganT 9Rug U4 aras Gal 9RaT & 93 daaradT § SEeTRT
HATE FIAHH 6 Said STHET Al [2al TGl FHT T9THE § HaT8 U 3Tl [Eddh 6 [GH=T & a8y I7
AT F AAULT AN IUE & Hgrar=a, i I e § ARAT FEH(d ST AAT FATF TLIT a0t

TAATTATSAl 9% THTeT ST U TRl T W T Aiepiad o AiaT yarted gl @i gl Steid #er 4 f@ar &
HTETH | ATLA T HEH(d 3T JeAl &l 7% Tl T TgaTT G907 6l aTHal gl FEAFH i T Tt T

ufaes, afvg B sreartus, s rafaeme, swfie, T o awer § st & Za foreor & amremr 22
FUT o Ao qTAT o) i aqrar o et § B ofiv 956 92 % S oI+ FAadl T qrT HeAr
TEAT g, T ST STOT ST §6hta & Wi Jgdt =i Icid SHTgad® gl Sraid Ta+T T&as & "reaq § fFar
& HETawl ST ATRIhAT T ScaTT, I ATEq T o TAT IT9 [T AITAAT FT TL FLA 7 T4 647 81 =,
TUETAT 9THT , TTeATraehT, BT foramr, Sovesr weriaene, et ferafamners, 7 “yardt & gare” fir saemeon
T ATAATHS Y | ATEATAT Fd gU gl T TaT Faa WHlters gif Agl, afodh AI=T TSI F IS T& F7
AT AT g1 Sraid THT AITHE & oT@e R, FAATATAT TAT TET FUeq0r H I AT TR 6T qLI8AT |
AP AN TUE & AIAE (a9 &t A0 THIE F STHEIRT & a1 § adTd g4 Fal (o AT adr i
AT ATITSAT T [ETH o 10T fagent § FaT &1 TA7a FEaw 98 @1 5| =i+ Helawl i daega® qsal il
HqiEpTas TUH Al L@l HLd gU gl 1o Hgla<l &l S/ Aot [aq i< 9T &9 & (e hl Gehid o gl
gl

THE TATT AT (T THIT 9T, exeq, b Bt aRam, foelt THre, 7 Tw Tufas 6 & @red 9 2t
et T @ AATATSAT T THTT STATI v i aardT o6 T8 [Faah Hglawl i Fgradi &l a3, U= 4T
FTAGTIE & | e Fdl gl Iraid Fal o foge § wa gu B #71 97 Tsataq T@ar o+ o § U&h
@A ITATH gl AT ¥ Iraid GA-u § fZar Hiae St 7% foreqor agfat £ o == f =7, i gaer,
qgTaE AT, Bar o, et Feata=me, 7 1" awhey § qeradi i ATRIndl & ATTH T Jiehias
e Fl L@itehd ATl Sraid faaen # EaT freqor &t Ftfadt T Ioor@ F2d gU Fgl (o FHT A9 H1 H1d
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BT & afa® Aeae § 7 d Agwa ol ANTE gl UG A reent Aol TerhT foear 7 Fgl & “Sawt ¥ ga1e”
ATEAT | ATAATHE S[STF AT UF TIF A g1 Sraid Hela<l Ud ATRIRAT & Sqield 3T GaaTdgd T il
AELTFRAT T T & gU Tl o ATUT il T IHh AThS( 1A | 2 T H [ied g1 AT’ qreq9 | 5[

srfeer oTAT Svefy, srewer, Sfsas Bt aRaTe, 7 el I 3T wgradi siT qerawl &1 ara=rd § AN af 2rar 2,
o Svg forfeaa = & qefera & & TgiRr w7 gt ST Tl gl Seaid o7 AT ol 3 4T AN Hed gu
FgT o faent & oren foramefT (2T ofiw oeha o stexae ® &= of T8 8 a7 AT 9rurst & s § AT
TATET AT %l T AT HEed ol gl FEFH & YT H TATGLAT dge fataanad & St &y oHr
ATATT &7 ST T | o ofd & At sfareaea 7 a4t srfafae, a<wrett v sfasr & gfa e
h FLA gU SIATE GeIaTE AT AT FEFH H G G (99 AR A (@f=a, afas =Zar

Ta, fewdt gere) 7
FERTTOR & wIorer q9Te Sersta g Y a1e § asit g2 s et it wgheer

TV wHTe Seeha fig fir wsgiaat @ awfia
‘AT T I9e A%l — STSiq f6g ue =
g FrEwT § w0, sy ST qrE Fw; A
W 3@ # Fem wEwEe § st iy A
AT ST IThT FIATT-HTLAT Tl ATE FLd gU 3%
TTET I AZTLAH THA (AT TA71 SES( i &g
TS 1 ATLTRIT 6 T AT | ITehT G 312,

Gl To=TeT Sl WAl o =99+ =l faforg 9t 7 372
TN ST H AT IgA [QdATs| g T 90
QAT ST TRIAHI H TgATT & TAT g HA
yaTe o =T g & |1y St qEadt Oaaat § T Tl Al TF 75 HATS A ATTE AT 5Idr Ia
#1 FwrwE § i it T wer B U wfa-geard Faer et siT wRaeRrd F g1 Agt ey, afew

I ATATT 3T TAATHRI ol AT & 1 TR FLAT &, STTehT THTAT ST FTAT HeTH il Tl o T o ATEAH
H SATATS THeAT| 9 Sa|e 9 AT, Fwd e (97T, HaT wreret, F9fi a5, g9 Bihe, Tt aigd - Jrarsd
TAXT T TAATCHS THIGAT HT STad 2T 3571 FIAFHT T LA TR FITheT I9ET % TN & gl T8
TETT T AT sl efee wiadr &7 AT Teqd AT TAT| AiAqea 7ard, Wiear seam g, o
@St i ALHT T F AT TAALTAT TEIAAT & TSAAT T STAT Y (AT ST S0d | AF oM, AR
STHTCTAT, I [T ST eTeTieh T 7 U1 FHeAT H7 T [QAT| FTAFHT FT HAT HATAT STAT TEST 1T 2.
TET {@Stt o ATl 30 A6 9% BT & oTaet gAAr it SEr-AT g5l it &, TahHl Sl 38,
TS TTETE & ATt HHT TZAT S TS TAT ARITIAHT SofT Aied 3T ATiged Ud Sautaat it Iqreerfa

TET| FTHFRT F IR AT T ST TA—(==AT ¥ AT Toredt i1 gfar & f6T & o Strehe Ieehy it faerea & s
f&=m




R 3 ioft ST At AT e

TETALAA ANTHATESSI HIT HISUL (TS, 3. TH.) FAITAT,
Al Fedl ST T8 TSSO & AT T4 & HITHIT & Hea
B | AT il THE THIAT, HEpd Sl TLIrel 9¥ SHhigd
“ARG—HAT § QT TTHF TF G0METF TgUg i Aiehiah
TEAT T AT [6AT AT FRA § AT g & 8w
ey saqamaal ar @ § SERYEs 9T o
TAERT ad F Sfag™, WAl #iY "99g gieas
foa #1 S s g9aAe i =T § =9 e §
ATTHE U FTHFHH T T AHUI ARA—HAT F T2 71,
TG Y i dsd TAE @ 9% 7 T3 e W11 I8 AT AIuT-fas 6w, e Fde (i
Afge Frata=mera it TTHaT TAT I3H IS it TeTey ST, HIAT HITAF § TEqd ATl Id | ST 3T A
qHT | ARAT § T Tl ST, HIH F T=F AT S UIAIes a7 % A1 ¥ 9d & 3904, o9,
ATEATICH TSN, FeAT ST AR (ATedT | ITEAT AN Rl T HLAT SATEATT & G AT AT
FTTEAT & = it Fiegias qeEaret F wiaarRe w1 @ e it fram area f @ s s
AT STHTLTIOT WTHTE U4 qiegia fAfaedr % aras[g a1 297 & = qTA7 Tuwrel, qoat oY qiegtas aoi
BN ERR:IDET L IE]

Taer ® B sfie Wi defa geaeh &1 et wad, foeet # Arerdor

“— 4 L —

TEET e UT fEE Her-smaiig iy 984 ahug g afas Bar 9Ram % 93 damad § . a9
FH A T AHITET [0 "I | B4l 3T AR S6hid’ & AU U IR0 G908 12 e
2026 FT YA wad, 95 faeedt § Hua gaml q9Trg it Aeqeqdr Arartas =f. fEwerer #ifa a9t 7 fn =i
AT TETATT SGIe | A1 Tq¥ U fgval Sl ST HEhid o T -THT § TATET A AT % TREE 6l
TR FEA § ARG e i Hgar &7 oot har f&afere sfafyr =t &t smwaea fratemmeT &

SATErSTAT ST, TR TFd § RHSAT AT5cd | AT TeT HI TEiThd Hd gU T2 Fgl (o TIAT & e
T ST HT R ST 21T & SHAT Hal SATAT gl gl e et g 4 fAsafa=ma & gaaf=a =i yeama
Fter . Foravs T ofareaa 7 [Afre st % €9 § 9 garge § FaF 6l STH AT 92 f@a=me qram &y




e FAfor 3er & oraeht g T fEar arieer T Aed i arfgcd T @ § T@q 9% 9o @37 | 1. §ary 9o
TETIF A=, I U IAHAT e faame, et 7 yardt arfger i f@xer # £ % w=e-aam & o
TS SATAIE FATAAT a7 Haramrat 9% = = G o = gu o, 1@ swafe, B s,
et T At fEar TRa, fReelt sars & ofedey 7 faaert § A S6hid & 9eq0 § Zal i qerh HET
q¥ a7 feamist. e snrae, sfafer sreamas, i #tatoe, et feafaemeas 7 fefafear 2ot uva yarh

AT FHET G 3o ST ¥ [Bal ATfgcT TAT ATERids oa=T I STIAT eI a<hed Teqd (ATl J91g |
It BT oA & steaer o7 stAer ot STreft T Seaeig i FgdRT 9 ug & JHg (Haerd ST T F6%
T TRATHAT ATT=red ITH gerr| faraen # Bt & a8+ § e ogri—=zt. f@es afor Bt (1), =iadt smraem
AT ATareda (FRMTYR) i =t &g 9T 98 92 (Fadgq) 7 AAarsd q1eqd 26T TFa® & a1 § ([
feeqforart av=AT 71 FTEwH &1 AT Ifa BaT aRaTe & Ae Maers off Aagsfie aqaar g Seqa AT
TN I1e § gAT| HH HT A FATAT ATRAAT FTAATAT 6 HYh (a2 AT T0TTasrd 7 7 6471 39 T8
T AT 7 61 T At fEat Afershr At arferdt a0t o T a0 | AT 6 JTH Suteerd A 1t
AT I THTHTE 9¥ =T =3<F fohu| I7giv ST o STaeT ATOT T I o 97 ST Argul agi & Bal &
TOreAT STeTsY HT TAT [E&T T AT 3T ATASI A St1ad § THAT [TATH il SAFTHAT gl Srgid [AATaq] i
# Zar & stfeenrfes = o2 ot a9 fiam =9 A qarg ¥ Gt Gafaeneas, e 12

frataeme, ey widt T g frafa=nes siw =t ot s svaesy feafeena e & of=® e/

et «ft Suftaa w81 99RE % dd § S A S o 79 fEead SE g gegare Ao har
TAT| FTAHT T THA AT GATST 1. Frawy ot ud =t aw a7 e «ff foa o A eiw g

TET AT F T H HO gen|

AT 3T Fa< F = UPI Fa71 ITR_A

UPI 9% e 'PosTransfer' @fad & Fad< 3T 9174 %
= T Ao () F orw 3ursy g1 THY Fa< | "iE
AT AL e ASeACH & AT AT § UPI-Zaes 9%
AFTSH § | TH 9T qhd 2| Feneie fofaedy 9 Far
B £ g Af¥w Bt ¥ 4% S ¥ R uw g, aeRe,
T gfraTer o s AT 3 31 T A R W A
H TE ATl 92 AT HHETT 3T A | 3 TRaT &
FTTET B T8 e qreed S i ST g T AT &
RRfree afeas Sheaa< &l e et & 99 997 +
T UF Fore ST FrAems=E AT FArt gl miaer T

W%a—gaﬁﬁwﬁw AT Iiee, FAaHe Teed I & Sedamaaed wewE (UPU-IP) siw NPCI
ZezaeEe THeq forfies (NIPL) F HdT & G312 i1 T2 21 &7 &1, SIeAT T g8Y 291 & Teed AIey &
AT AT FTH FT W27 & qTieh UPI-3memia 'PosTransfer' & sfiT ot FIRET g% T o7 9 3w f&eer § =
T AT % ToIT TETALTHAA RIS TATA Fel (e (Al I AT AAGT aAIT AT Tohl HAL H Tl ATl AR
UPI 3 1w st afamss 1 997 &7 71 2
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