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GUYANA PRESIDENT PRAISED FOR DIASPORIC ENGAGEMENTS
CEMENTING TIES

The Guyanese diaspora in America praise President Irfaan Ali for his engagements with

them. Community leaders across America speak positively of the President meeting the

diaspora. He is known to walk avenues in Queens and Brooklyn and to speak at public

meetings for exchanges with Guyanese of all backgrounds.

Few global leaders engage their diaspora like President Irfaan and the scarce interactions | i

of his immediate predecessor is not a compatison. President Ali had countless Dr. Vishnu Bisram
engagements with the diaspora which came across as a strategic pillar of outreach to promote and showcase
the country in order to attract investors as well as to involve the diaspora in the nation’s development
growth. He sees the diaspora as a powerful tool for Guyana’s developmental aspirations and trajectory to
become a Caribbean Dubai or Singapore; he encourages diasporic participation in Guyana.

President Ali does not see the diaspora in terms of segments but as ‘one’. His ‘One Guyana’ policy sees all
Guyanese abroad and at home as one people. His outreaches to the diaspora have become one of the most
distinctive and admired elements of his governance style. He has consistently interacted with the diaspora
since he became President and even before the 2020 elections when he got elected; he engaged Guyanese
in every major location they are settled and continues to do so whenever he travels abroad. He and Vice
President Bharrat Jagdeo (in addition to when the latter was President 1999-2011) engaged the diaspora
multiple times with much success like no other Guyanese leader, except maybe Dr. Cheddi Jagan.

Irfaan’s engagement with the diaspora has become one of the most defining features of his foreign policy
style since 2020. No Guyanese leader, other than Jagdeo and Jagan, so consistently engaged overseas
community gatherings — Queens, Brooklyn, Toronto, London, Miami, Washington, Houston, Trinidad, etc.
He has recognized that the diaspora can be a bridge for bilateral ties with USA, UK, Canada, and other
countries where there is an active Guyanese presence. He, like Jagdeo and Cheddi, also recognize that the
diaspora can be a source for funding of projects in Guyana and for investment. It is not forgotten that
clements in the diaspora, including this writer, lobbied for the restoration of democratic governance in
Guyana during that long period of authoritarian rule from 1966 to 1992 and again to protect democracy in
2020 when it was under severe stress.

Whenever Irfaan or Jagdeo visited overseas and time permitting, they engaged the diaspora. They
consistently praised the diaspora’s role in championing democracy in Guyana, for providing financial and
material assistance to the homeland during difficult times, and in promoting ties with nations that host the
diaspora; previous PPPC leaders like Janet Jagan, and Donald Ramotar also praised the work of the diaspora
in the struggle for democracy in the homeland and for their economic and political contributions.
President Irfaan and VP Jagdeo have consistently highlichted Guyana’s transformation over the past six
years, citing major achievements such as poverty reduction and exponential growth rates as well as
improvement in standard of living. Diasporic communities tend to respond enthusiastically to the race free
messaging of PPP political leaders during open engagements. The outreaches of both leaders and
occasionally Prime Minister Mark Phillips with the diaspora appealed all ethnicities underscoring their
strategy: leveraging the diaspora as economic connectors to strengthen Guyana’s economy and their




connection with their homeland and continue to help protect democratic gains for which the diaspora
fought.

The theme of the messaging tends to energize overseas Guyanese, reinforcing a shared sense of pride in
Guyana’s progress, the journey from which Guyana has evolved from being a very poor country a decade
ago to an upper middle-income country. The diaspora outreaches have been infused with the language of
economic power — growth, development, higher income, wealth, etc. In their engagements, President
Irfaan and VP Jagdeo would talk about the recent past and make comparisons with the present. By
highlighting Guyana’s development milestones and trajectory, they invite overseas Guyanese to see
themselves as stakeholders in the country’s rise.

Dr. Chheddi Jagan Bharrat Jagdeo Donald Ramotar Dr. Irfaan Ali

This emotional appeal of the development of their country — rooted in nostalgia and identity — has proven
remarkably effective in stirring up pride in their country and evoking nationalist feelings among patriotic
diasporans. The messaging also reinforces a sense of belonging among diaspora communities who, despite
living abroad, remain emotionally tethered to Guyana. Their appeal to the diaspora to return home
resonates strongly with commounities, suggesting overseas Guyanese are of significant importance to the
country’s development. They may not return home, but they eagerly maintain family and cultural ties while
establishing roots abroad.

President Ali is saluted for elevating overseas community engagement into a powerful instrument of invited
economic participation and pride.
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ABOUT GUYANA

Guyana, located on the northern coast of South
America, is the only English-speaking country on
\ the continent and is renowned for its rich cultural
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CULTURAL HERITAGE CONNECT US, THANK INDONESIAN PEOPLE FOR
PRESERVING IT: MODI AT PRAMBANAN TEMPLE COMPLEX
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INDONESIA-INDIA
COLLABORATIVE CULTURAL
HERITAGE CONSERVATLION
FOR PRAMBANAN TEMEPLE
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Yogyakarta, Indonesia, this week marked the beginning of
India’s effort to help restore Indonesia’s iconic Prambanan Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
Prambanan Temple Compounds, located on the border between Indonesia’s Yogyakarta Special Region
and Central Java province on the island of Java, comprise Prambanan Temple (also known as Lo
Jonggrang or Candi Prambanan), Sewu Temple, Bubrah Temple, and Lumbung Temple. At the heart of the
complex is Prambanan Temple, which originally consisted of 240 large and small temples.

Prime Minister Modi and President Subianto visited the heritage site and inaugurated the Prambanan
Temple restoration project in Yogyakarta. “In conversations I hear, the winds here carry a scent of culture.
That scent which we feel every moment on the soil of India. This scent, this cultural heritage, connects us,”
PM Modi said. “1200 years.. I thank the people here (in Indonesia)..the way they have preserved this grand
heritage, and maintained it, and done it with a devotional faith. So, I also wholeheartedly greet people of
Indonesia and all the rulers (of Indonesia) who have been, so far,” he said. The visit to the historic site by
the two leaders came a day after India and Indonesia exchanged a Letter of Intent to start the project on
conservation and restoration of the temple complex with assistance from India. “I saw chants of
‘Mahamrityunjay’ and ‘Om Namah Shiva’ being offered in this temple; this indeed touched the heart. “As
we begin the conservation and restoration work at Prambanan Temple complex, which is a UNESCO
World Heritage, I am very assured that Indian tourists will definitely visit this place,” he said.

The centuries-old temple, located approximately 17 km northeast of Yogyakarta city, is considered
Indonesia's largest Hindu temple. Built in the 10th centuty, this is the largest temple compound dedicated
to Shiva in Indonesia. Rising above the centre of the last of these concentric squares are three temples
decorated with reliefs illustrating the epic of the Ramayana, dedicated to the three great Hindu divinities
(Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma) and three temples dedicated to the animals who serve them, according to the
UNESCO website.

Mr. Modi landed in Jakarta on Monday (July 8, 2026) to a red-catpet welcome in the first leg of his three-
nation tour, which will also cover Australia and New Zealand, to shore up cooperation in sectors such as
trade, security and rare-carth minerals under the framework of the India-Indonesia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership of 2018.




PARIS IS CITY OF LIGHTS AND COLOURS - PM MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi described Paris as
“the city of lights, the city of colours,” emphasising
that the French capital embodies art, ideas and
inspiration for innovation.

Addressing members of the Indian diaspora during
the final leg of his visit to France and Slovakia, PM
Modi said the presence of Indians from diverse states
made Paris even more vibrant, adding new hues to its
cultural fabric.

The Prime Minister noted that the diaspora included
Tamils, Punjabis, Gujaratis and  Marathis,
representing every corner of India. He said their
contribution enriched the city and strengthened the
bonds between India and France.

PM Modi undetlined the significance of his visit,

pointing out that it coincided with his government
completing 12 years in office. He said serving as the elected Prime Minister of India for 12 consecutive
years was both an honour and an opportunity, and reflected the strength of India’s democracy that enabled
a tea seller to rise to the nation’s highest office.

Highlighting the role of the diaspora in nurturing bilateral ties, PM Modi said their efforts had become a
great strength of the India—France strategic partnership. He conveyed greetings from India’s 1.4 billion
citizens and expressed heartfelt gratitude for the warm welcome he received in Paris.

The Prime Minister outlined India’s achievements over the past 12 years, noting that exports had increased
35-fold and mobile manufacturing units had grown 100-fold, making India the world’s second-largest

mobile manufacturer. He said this rapid progress had positioned India as the fastest-growing major
economy. PM Modi stressed that India’s story was not only about economic progress but also about social
transformation. He said 25 crore people had been lifted out of poverty in the last 12 years, and among the
achievements was one that could not be measured in numbers, the confidence of 140 crore Indians. He
added that the youth were dreaming big, farmers were embracing new possibilities, and women were
demonstrating leadership.

He said India was digitising identities and had created unique digital health IDs for around 90 crore citizens,
ensuring secure medical records and efficient healthcare delivery. He pointed out that achievements such
as high-speed internet reaching remote villages had once seemed unimaginable. PM Modi emphasised that
these 12 years were not just about achievements but about raising India’s aspirations to new heights. He
said India’s progress was visible in every sector, from technology to agriculture, and reflected the resilience
and ambition of its people.

Members of the Indian diaspora in Paris expressed immense joy and emotion after meeting PM Modi,
describing the occasion as proud and memorable. They said his presence made them feel connected to their
homeland, even though they were thousands of miles away. Taking to his official social media platform X,
PM Modi wrote: “Reached Paris a short while ago to a warm welcome by the Indian diaspora. I am proud
of their efforts in bringing India and France closer. The India—France partnership is vital for the progress
of our planet.”

Eatlier in the day, PM Modi addressed VivaTech 2026, one of Europe’s largest technology and innovation
conferences. He also attended the G7 Summit in Evian and held bilateral meetings with several world
leaders.




INDIAN DIASPORA EMERGES AS A PILLAR OF INDIA'S GLOBAL INFLUENCE IN
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: PM MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the Indian diasporé in Australia and New Zealand as one of
India's greatest strengths abroad, describing overseas Indians as the country's "living bridge" to the world.
Addressing enthusiastic gatherings of the Indian community during his visits to Melbourne and Auckland,

the Prime Minister underscored the diaspora's invaluable contribution to strengthening bilateral relations
while preserving India's civilisational values, cultural traditions, and democratic ethos across generations.

Speaking before thousands of members of the Indian community at Melboutne's Marvel Stadium, Prime
Minister Modi praised the remarkable achievements of the diaspora in fields such as business, education,
science, healthcare, innovation, public service, and entrepreneurship. He noted that the growing success
and influence of Indians in Australia have not only enhanced India's global reputation but have also become
a cornerstone of the India—Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. He remarked that every
achievement of the Indian community abroad adds to India's prestige and reflects the country's spirit of
hard work, inclusivity, and innovation.

Continuing the same message during his historic visit to New Zealand—the first by an Indian Prime
Minister in nearly four decades—Modi applauded the Indian diaspora for safeguarding India's rich cultural
heritage despite living far from their ancestral homeland. He highlighted how Indian families have
successfully presetved languages, festivals, traditions, and values while integrating into New Zealand's
multicultural society. Their commitment, he said, has ensured that younger generations remain deeply
connected to their Indian roots even as they contribute meaningfully to their adopted nation.

The Prime Minister emphasised that the Indian diaspora is far more than a community living overseas; it is
a dynamic force connecting nations through culture, commerce, education, technology, and shared
democratic values. He observed that overseas Indians have become trusted ambassadors of India's identity,
helping build stronger people-to-people ties and expanding cooperation across the Indo-Pacific region.

Modi also reaffirmed the Government of India's commitment to maintaining close engagement with the
global Indian community, recognising its growing role in advancing India's economic partnerships, strategic
interests, and cultural diplomacy. As India's international profile continues to rise, he said, the achievements
and dedication of the diaspora stand as a testament to the nation's enduring values and global aspirations.

The Prime Ministet's interactions in Australia and New Zealand teinforced a common message: the Indian

diaspora is not only preserving India's heritage across continents but is also playing a defining role in shaping
the country's expanding global influence in the 21st century.
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GOVT NOTIFIES CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) RULES, 2026, INTRODUCING
REVISED PROVISIONS RELATED TO OCI CARDHOLDERS & CITIZENSHIP
APPLICATIONS

The government has notified the Citizenship
¢ (Amendment) Rules, 2026, introducing revised
W provisions related to Overseas Citizen of India

(OCI) cardholders and citizenship applications.
C " The Ministry of Home Affairs has made changes
4 } to the Citizenship Rules, 2009, and notified the
Y ' amendments through a gazette notification. The
Ministry said that a minor child cannot, at any
time, hold the passport of any other country while

M I N ISTRY OF . | also holding an Indian passport. According to the
for OCI card

notification, all applications
registration and renunciation will now be
H O M E AF F AI RS submitted electronically through the official portal.

It added that applications for registration as an
OCI cardholder will be made in the designated form electronically on the online portal. On the declaration
of renunciation of OCI status, individuals must surrender the original physical card to the nearest Indian
Mission, Post, or Foreigners Regional Registration Officer.
The government has also removed the previous requirement for applicants to submit documents in
duplicate and introduced electronic OCI (e-OCI), under which registered individuals may now be issued
cither a physical OCI card or an electronic OCI registration. OCI applicants will now have to sign a new
consent form to opt into the Fast Track Immigration Programme by agreeing to the collection of their
biometric information during registration.

1

EUROBANK LAUNCHES UPI-BASED REMITTANCE SERVICE FOR TRANSFERS
FROM GREECE TO INDIA

The Eurobank has launched the UPI-based
remittance service for cross-border transfers
from Greece to India. The initiative is part of
the bank’s strategic collaboration with the
National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) International Payments Limited. In a
social media post, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said that the
inauguration of Services at Eurobank marks
another important milestone in the global
expansion of India’s digital payment
ecosystem. He added that with UPI now live in
Greece, eligible customers can transfer money
instantly, securely, and seamlessly, with
transaction costs reducing drastically to a
fraction of conventional transfer costs.
Mr Goyal said that the increasing global
acceptance and appreciation of UPI reflects the
trust in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of building technology-led solutions that create value
beyond borders and deepen partnerships for shared growth and prosperity.
Mr Goyal also met the Chief Executive Officer of Eurobank, Fokion Karavias in Greece. During the
meeting, both leaders held discussions on expanding the India-Greece economic partnership and
encouraged Greek businesses to invest in India. He also explored avenues for collaboration in
manufacturing and infrastructure development in Greece, advancing the shared vision for growth and
prosperity.




ANCIENT INDIAN SURGEON SUSHRUTA GETS STATUE AT WORLD'S OLDEST
SURGICAL COLLEGE

A statue of Maharishi Sushruta, widely regarded
as one of the earliest pioneers of surgery, has

been unveiled at the Royal College of Surgeons
of Edinburgh, Scotland.

The event was announced by the Consulate
General of India in Scotland and brought
together medical professionals, academics, and
dignitaries from India and the United Kingdom,
highlighting the deep historical and educational
ties between the two nations in the field of
medicine and surgery. The installation pays
tribute to India’s rich contribution to early
medical science and the global evolution of
surgical knowledge, reflecting how ancient
wisdom continues to inspire modern medicine. The history of surgery shows how medical practices have
evolved over centuries to improve patient safety, precision, and recovery outcomes. Modern surgical
techniques are built upon foundational knowledge developed by eatly pioneers like Sushruta. This moment
stands as a reminder of how knowledge, when shared across cultures, helps advance global healthcare.

SUNKEN TRAIN STATION ON INFAMOUS WWII 'DEATH RAILWAY' RESURFACES
FROM THAILAND RESERVOIR

A depot on World War II's infamous "Death Railway"
has resurfaced from beneath a reservoir where the site
has remained underwater for decades, prompting
researchers to race to western Thailand to survey the
remnants of Nithe Station. Thousands of Allied
prisoners of war and Asian (Mostly Indians) laborers
toiled and died building the railway, a supply route
through mainland Southeast Asia for the occupying
Japanese forces. The Electricity Generating Authority
of Thailand recently drained the reservoir at
Vajiralongkorn Dam for maintenance, revealing the
station. Historians are seizing the uncommon
opportunity to further study the site in Kanchanaburi
province for artifacts and to verify details. But time is limited, as the completion of the dam's maintenance
in August and Southeast Asia's rainy season may begin refilling the reservoir. Nithe was a major station
along the 415-kilometer (257-mile) railway that connected Thailand, known at the time as Siam, with
Myanmar, known then as Burma.

The railway was built by about 60,000 Allied POWs mainly from Australia, the United Kingdom, the United
States and Indonesia, known then as the Dutch East Indies, as well as hundreds of thousands of Asian
(Mostly Indians) laborers, whom the Japanese called rémusha.

More than 12,500 of the POWs and 75,000 laborers died during construction, which inspired the widely
used nickname "The Death Railway."

The railway was featured in the classic 1957 film "The Bridge on the River Kwai" and the 2013 movie "The
Railway Man." It also was the focus of the award-winning novel "The Narrow Road to the Deep North,"
which became a 2025 miniseries starring Australian actor Jacob Elordi.
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FIRST LADY SPOTLIGHTS INDIAN AMERICAN STUDENT’S AI PROJECT

In a social media post commemorating the innovation of
participants in the inaugural Presidential Al Challenge, First
Lady Melania Trump spotlighted the artificial intelligence
project of an Indian American student from Virginia.

In the video, the student Adya introduces her project, NAVI as
“a friendly Al safety buddy” designed to help children stay safe
online.

She said the project was inspired by the experience of a friend,
Anita, who was subjected to severe cyberbullying that affected
her mental health and caused her to stop attending school.

o ] “Navi turns a bullying moment into a digital citizenship lesson,”
Adya says in the video, explaining that the Al-powered tool helps children respond to harmful online
interactions while learning responsible online behaviour. Adya said schools can deploy Navi free of charge
on older hardware, making it accessible to a wide range of students. “With Navi, we don't just protect kids,
we empower them,” she says.

Sharing a video of the student explaining her project, Trump wrote, “When we empower children with the
freedom to think and explore, we spark a chain reaction of creativity and innovation that can uplift entire
communities.”

Adya was among more than 20,000 students who took part in the inaugural Presidential Al Challenge,
which drew participants from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and 49 Department of
Defence Education Activity schools across 10 countries.

The challenge encourages students to use artificial intelligence to address real-world problems across sectors
including healthcare, nutrition and public safety. Six national champion teams were recognized at the White
House on June 9 during the first Presidential Artificial Intelligence Challenge National Champion Awards
Ceremony.

During the event, Melania praised participants for applying emerging technologies to tackle practical
challenges and encouraged them to continue pursuing innovation and learning opportunities in the rapidly
evolving field of artificial intelligence.

THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL AIRPORTS FOR 2026, INCLUDING TWO IN INDIA

Two of India's airports just landed two spots on the World's Most Beautiful Airports List 2026 — a list
compiled by the prestigious Prix Versailles: Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) and Terminal 2 of
Guwahati's Lokptiya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport (LGBIA). Both saw their first appeatance
on the coveted global list.

Navi Mumbai | Maharashtra, Central India Guwahati | Assam, Northeast India
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SUDHA MURTY’S BOOK ON HISTORIC MURALS OF PARLIAMENT LAUNCHED IN
UK

Rajya Sabha member Sudha Murty’s
new book chronicling the history
behind some of the iconic murals
adorning the Parliament in India
received its UK launch at the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan in London. ‘Tides of
Time: Bharat’s History Through Murals
in Parliament’, published by the Lok
Sabha Secretariat, was released by
Indian High Commissioner to the UK
P. Kumaran. Murty was joined by
husband Narayana Murty, daughter
Akshata Murty, son-in-law former
British  PM  Rishi Sunak and
granddaughters Krishna and Anoushka
at the ceremony. “This book has been a
labour of love,” said Murty, in her
address. “If you do not know the

- . " 4 history of your country, then you do

not know the future of your country... As long as I love to learn and follow my passion in history, I remain
young. It helps me learn about my country’s different stages,” she said. The inspiration for the book
emerged from her observation when students paused briefly before the murals at Samvidhan Sadan.

Murals are among humanity’s oldest forms of communication. Long before written language was fully
developed, people used paintings to express their emotions and document their daily lives. This tradition
of visual storytelling is evident across civilisations, and Bharat is no exception. From the prehistoric caves
of Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh, where paintings over 30,000 years old depict geometric patterns, humans
and animals, to the murals of the Ajanta and Ellora caves rendered in natural colours with exquisite artistry,
Bharat’s walls have long preserved its stories. In later periods, Indian kings and emperors commissioned
paintings to decorate courts and palaces, incorporating increasingly complex colours, patterns and styles.

In 1954, the first speaker of the Lok Sabha, Shri G. V. Mavalankar, commissioned 58 mural panels along
the circular corridors of the Samwidban Sadan (the Old Parliament Building). As one walks these corridors,
the murals unfold as a chronological journey through Bharat’s history, beginning with the Indus Valley
Civilisation at Mohenjo-daro and culminating in the historic flag hoisting at the Red Fort in 1947. Bhavan
UK Executive Director Dr M N Nandakumara opened the proceedings with a prayer and Subhanu Saxena,
chairman of the Indian cultural hub in west London, recited some shlokas as the book was formally
launched on stage.

INDIA’S PROFESSOR BIMAL N. PATEL SECURES JUDGESHIP AT
INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA

India’s candidate, Professor Bimal N. Patel has been elected as a Judge
of the International Ttribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) for the
2026-2035 term. New Delhi has thanked the member states for reposing
their trust in India. Informing about the significant milestone in a social
media post, Ministry of External Affairs’ spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
congratulated Professor Patel and all the distinguished members elected
to the Tribunal.




GOPIO-CT MARKS 20 YEARS, HONORS FIVE INDIAN AMERICAN LEADERS

8 The Connecticut chapter of the Global Organization

— of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO-CT) celebrated

# its 20th anniversary with its Annual Awards Banquet

on June 13, 2026, at Water’s Edge Banquet Hall in

Darien, Connecticut, honouring five distinguished

Indian American leaders for their civic, professional,

and community contributions. The milestone event

drew state and local elected officials, community

leaders, and professionals, highlighting the growing

political, economic, and cultural influence of the

South Asian diaspora in Connecticut and across the

United States. The evening also marked two decades

of GOPIO-CT’s work in community service, civic

engagement cultural preservatlon and advocacy. India’s Deputy Consul General in New York, Vishal
Harsh, served as chief guest and presented awards to the honourees. Other speakers included Connecticut
State Senators Sujata Gadkar Wilcox and Tony Hwang, and Connecticut Assemblyman Jonathan Jacobson.

In his keynote address, Harsh praised the accomplishments of Indian Americans, stating, “The
achievements of Indian Americans have become a global benchmark—communities across the world look
to replicate the success and impact you have created in the United States.” Harsh also highlighted the range
of consular services available to the Indian diaspora, noting that support is accessible around the clock to
meet community needs.

GOPIO-CT President Mahesh Jhangiani reflected on the organization’s two-decade journey. Dr. Thomas
Abraham, founder president of GOPIO International and chair of the Awards Committee, emphasized the
chapter’s broader impact within the global organization. Reflecting on GOPIO International’s origins, Dr.

Abraham noted that since its founding in 1989, the organization has advocated on issues affecting the

Indian diaspora, including civil rights, human rights, community empowerment, and political participation.
Through conferences, public forums, cultural programs, social service initiatives, and philanthropy,
GOPIO has continued to expand its global outreach. Mike Joshi, GOPIO-CT banquet chair and secretary,
who emceed the event, said the celebration also setved as a fundraiser for youth-focused charitable
initiatives. The 2026 honorees represented a wide range of professions and public service roles, including a
state senatot, a nanotechnology executive, a veteran journalist, a regional bank chief executive officer, and
a longtime engineering professor.

LIFE-SIZE STATUE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA UNVEILED AT CHICAGO
CONSULATE

A life-size statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled
at the Consulate General of India in Chicago by India’s
Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra. In a social
media post, Mr. Kwatra said, he is proud to unveil a
statue of Swami Vivekananda whose timeless message
of service and universal harmony lives on in all of us.
Vivekananda, a prominent philosopher-thinker who
spread the teachings of Vedanta and Yoga across the
wortld, is best known in the US for his landmark speech
at the World’s Parliament of Religions held in Chicago
in 1893. In April this year, the first-ever life-size bronze
statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled in Seattle, in Washington state. The monument was the first
installation of Swami Vivekananda to be hosted by a city government anywhere in the US.
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GOODWILL VISIT TO ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN

The Antar Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad
Dehradun  Chapter, had organized an
International Goodwill Visit to Almaty,
Kazakhstan from 27 May 2026 to 02 June
2026. A delegation of thirty-eight members
participated in the visit under the leadership of
Shri S. S. Kothiyal, President, Antar Rashtriya
Sahyog Parishad, Dehradun Chapter. The visit
was coordinated by Shri Adesh K. Shukla and
Mrs. Namita Mamgain, while Ex-Major Dr.
Pallavi Mamgain served as the Medical Officer
of the delegation. The member-delegates were

= divided into three groups, and each group was
assigned a group leader by the President for better coordination and control during the entire travel, and
ease of execution of the scheduled plans of the trip. The delegation comprised of members, from various
parts of India, including Dehradun, Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Lucknow and Vijayawada. One of the most
remarkable aspects of the delegation was the wide age range of its participants, from young adults of 21
years to senior citizens up to 87 years of age. Despite this diversity, the group functioned as a closely-knit
family throughout the entire journey. The visit not only provided an opportunity to experience the
breathtaking natural beauty, culture and hospitality of Kazakhstan but also strengthened bonds of
friendship and goodwill among all participants. The memories created during this journey will remain
cherished for years to come and will continue to inspire future initiatives of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad.

NEW ZEALAND SIGNALS OPENNESS TO ADOPTING INDIA'S UPI PAYMENT
SYSTEM

I_Il='I#

UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE

New Zealand has expressed its willingness to adopt India's Unified Payments Interface (UPD), markmg

another significant step in the global expansion of India's digital public infrastructure. Speaking during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Auckland, New Zealand's Trade and Investment Minister Todd
McClay said the country is open to integrating UPI into its financial ecosystem, noting that its regulatory
framework is well-equipped to accommodate the digital payment platform.




McClay highlighted that New Zealand is a modern, open economy committed to embracing innovative
digital technologies. He observed that the proposed India—New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
would provide greater certainty for businesses and facilitate deeper economic cooperation, making the
adoption of UPI a natural progression. The minister added that such digital payment connectivity would
encourage greater business-to-business engagement, strengthen investment flows, and simplify financial
transactions between the two countries.

The announcement comes as India continues to expand UPI's international footprint through partnerships

with several countries. During his visit, Prime Minister Modi also confirmed that India and New Zealand
are working towards linking India's UPI network with New Zealand's domestic payment system, enabling
seamless cross-border digital transactions for businesses, tourists, students, and the Indian diaspora.

If implemented, the initiative would strengthen bilateral trade, promote fintech collaboration, and further
reinforce the growing strategic partnership between India and New Zealand, while showcasing India's
leadership in digital innovation and financial inclusion on the global stage.

OVER 5,000 BHARATANATYAM DANCERS IN COLOMBO CLINCH GUINNESS WORLD
RECORD FOR LARGEST BHARATANATYAM DANCE LESSON

A historic cultural milestone was achieved in
Colombo today as more than 5,000
Bharatanatyam dancers performed together,
clinching the Guinness World Record for the
largest Bharatanatyam dance lesson. The
event, organised by Sangamam Global
Academy, India and Samgamizh Liya, Sri
Lanka, was held at Galle Face Gtreen in
Colombo and brought together thousands of
dancers from Stri Lanka, India and several
other counttries, in a celebration of the Indian
classical dance and cultural heritage. The
event aimed to showcase the timeless
tradition of Bharatanatyam while fostering
cultural ties across borders. Participants, dressed in vibrant traditional attire, performed synchronized
movements under the guidance of guru as part of the official record attempt. The Guinness World Records
adjudication process was completed following the performance, after which the world record citation was
formally presented. Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Santosh Jha, received the Guinness World
Records certificate on behalf of the performers and organizers. Addressing the gathering, High
Commissioner Jha congratulated the dancers and organizers for achieving the global recognition and
highlighted the role of culture in strengthening people-to-people connections between India and Sri Lanka.
The event was attended by Minister Ramalingam Chandrasekar, and Deputy Ministers Sundarlingam
Pradeep, and Mahinda Jayasinghe as it drew a large audience and featured a festive atmosphere celebrating
the shared cultural traditions of the region. The achievement marks a significant moment for the
Bharatanatyam community and underscores the enduring popularity of one of India’s oldest and most
revered classical dance forms. In a spectacular celebration of shared culture and unity, more than five
thousand Bharatanatyam dancers came together at Colombo’s Galle Face Green today, creating history
with the world’s largest Bharatanatyam dance lesson. The Guinness World Records citation was presented
following the performance, with Indian High Commissioner Santosh Jha receiving the certificate on behalf
of the performers. The breathtaking performance transformed the iconic seaside venue into a vibrant
showcase of tradition, discipline and cultural excellence. The event turned out to be a landmark moment
for classical dance and a proud tribute to the enduring cultural bonds between India and Stri Lanka. Ahmed
Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo.
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