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GUYANA PRESIDENT PRAISED FOR DIASPORIC ENGAGEMENTS 
CEMENTING TIES 

 
The Guyanese diaspora in America praise President Irfaan Ali for his engagements with 
them. Community leaders across America speak positively of the President meeting the 
diaspora. He is known to walk avenues in Queens and Brooklyn and to speak at public 
meetings for exchanges with Guyanese of all backgrounds. 
Few global leaders engage their diaspora like President Irfaan and the scarce interactions 
of his immediate predecessor is not a comparison. President Ali had countless 
engagements with the diaspora which came across as a strategic pillar of outreach to promote and showcase 
the country in order to attract investors as well as to involve the diaspora in the nation’s development 
growth. He sees the diaspora as a powerful tool for Guyana’s developmental aspirations and trajectory to 
become a Caribbean Dubai or Singapore; he encourages diasporic participation in Guyana. 
President Ali does not see the diaspora in terms of segments but as ‘one’. His ‘One Guyana’ policy sees all 
Guyanese abroad and at home as one people. His outreaches to the diaspora have become one of the most 
distinctive and admired elements of his governance style. He has consistently interacted with the diaspora 
since he became President and even before the 2020 elections when he got elected; he engaged Guyanese 
in every major location they are settled and continues to do so whenever he travels abroad. He and Vice 
President Bharrat Jagdeo (in addition to when the latter was President 1999-2011) engaged the diaspora 
multiple times with much success like no other Guyanese leader, except maybe Dr. Cheddi Jagan. 
Irfaan’s engagement with the diaspora has become one of the most defining features of his foreign policy 
style since 2020. No Guyanese leader, other than Jagdeo and Jagan, so consistently engaged overseas 
community gatherings – Queens, Brooklyn, Toronto, London, Miami, Washington, Houston, Trinidad, etc. 
He has recognized that the diaspora can be a bridge for bilateral ties with USA, UK, Canada, and other 
countries where there is an active Guyanese presence. He, like Jagdeo and Cheddi, also recognize that the 
diaspora can be a source for funding of projects in Guyana and for investment. It is not forgotten that 
elements in the diaspora, including this writer, lobbied for the restoration of democratic governance in 
Guyana during that long period of authoritarian rule from 1966 to 1992 and again to protect democracy in 
2020 when it was under severe stress. 
Whenever Irfaan or Jagdeo visited overseas and time permitting, they engaged the diaspora. They 
consistently praised the diaspora’s role in championing democracy in Guyana, for providing financial and 
material assistance to the homeland during difficult times, and in promoting ties with nations that host the 
diaspora; previous PPPC leaders like Janet Jagan, and Donald Ramotar also praised the work of the diaspora 
in the struggle for democracy in the homeland and for their economic and political contributions. 
President Irfaan and VP Jagdeo have consistently highlighted Guyana’s transformation over the past six 
years, citing major achievements such as poverty reduction and exponential growth rates as well as 
improvement in standard of living. Diasporic communities tend to respond enthusiastically to the race free 
messaging of PPP political leaders during open engagements. The outreaches of both leaders and 
occasionally Prime Minister Mark Phillips with the diaspora appealed all ethnicities underscoring their 
strategy: leveraging the diaspora as economic connectors to strengthen Guyana’s economy and their 
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connection with their homeland and continue to help protect democratic gains for which the diaspora 
fought. 
The theme of the messaging tends to energize overseas Guyanese, reinforcing a shared sense of pride in 
Guyana’s progress, the journey from which Guyana has evolved from being a very poor country a decade 
ago to an upper middle-income country. The diaspora outreaches have been infused with the language of 
economic power — growth, development, higher income, wealth, etc. In their engagements, President 
Irfaan and VP Jagdeo would talk about the recent past and make comparisons with the present. By 
highlighting Guyana’s development milestones and trajectory, they invite overseas Guyanese to see 
themselves as stakeholders in the country’s rise.  
 

 

     Dr. Chheddi Jagan                           Bharrat Jagdeo                          Donald Ramotar                      Dr. Irfaan Ali  
 

This emotional appeal of the development of their country — rooted in nostalgia and identity — has proven 
remarkably effective in stirring up pride in their country and evoking nationalist feelings among patriotic 
diasporans. The messaging also reinforces a sense of belonging among diaspora communities who, despite 
living abroad, remain emotionally tethered to Guyana. Their appeal to the diaspora to return home 
resonates strongly with communities, suggesting overseas Guyanese are of significant importance to the 
country’s development. They may not return home, but they eagerly maintain family and cultural ties while 
establishing roots abroad. 
President Ali is saluted for elevating overseas community engagement into a powerful instrument of invited 
economic participation and pride. 
Courtesy - https://icdn.today/guyana-president-praised-for-diasporic-engagements-cementing-ties/   

ABOUT GUYANA 
 

Guyana, located on the northern coast of South 
America, is the only English-speaking country on 
the continent and is renowned for its rich cultural 
diversity and abundant natural resources. Bordered 
by Venezuela, Brazil, and Suriname, it is home to 
vast rainforests, spectacular waterfalls such as 
Kaieteur Falls, and one of the world's richest 
biodiversity hotspots. The country has a significant 
population of Indian origin, whose ancestors 
arrived as indentured labourers from India 
beginning in 1838 after the abolition of slavery. 
Today, Indo-Guyanese form one of the largest 
ethnic communities and have made substantial 
contributions to the nation's politics, business, 
agriculture, education, and culture. In recent years, 
major offshore oil discoveries have transformed 
Guyana into one of the world's fastest-growing 
economies, while it continues to strengthen its 
democratic institutions and international 
partnerships, including its longstanding ties with 
India. 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE CONNECT US, THANK INDONESIAN PEOPLE FOR 

PRESERVING IT: MODI AT PRAMBANAN TEMPLE COMPLEX 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Yogyakarta, Indonesia, this week marked the beginning of 

India’s effort to help restore Indonesia’s iconic Prambanan Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 

Prambanan Temple Compounds, located on the border between Indonesia’s Yogyakarta Special Region 

and Central Java province on the island of Java, comprise Prambanan Temple (also known as Loro 

Jonggrang or Candi Prambanan), Sewu Temple, Bubrah Temple, and Lumbung Temple. At the heart of the 

complex is Prambanan Temple, which originally consisted of 240 large and small temples. 

Prime Minister Modi and President Subianto visited the heritage site and inaugurated the Prambanan 

Temple restoration project in Yogyakarta. “In conversations I hear, the winds here carry a scent of culture. 

That scent which we feel every moment on the soil of India. This scent, this cultural heritage, connects us,” 

PM Modi said. “1200 years.. I thank the people here (in Indonesia)..the way they have preserved this grand 

heritage, and maintained it, and done it with a devotional faith. So, I also wholeheartedly greet people of 

Indonesia and all the rulers (of Indonesia) who have been, so far,” he said. The visit to the historic site by 

the two leaders came a day after India and Indonesia exchanged a Letter of Intent to start the project on 

conservation and restoration of the temple complex with assistance from India. “I saw chants of 

‘Mahamrityunjay’ and ‘Om Namah Shiva’ being offered in this temple; this indeed touched the heart. “As 

we begin the conservation and restoration work at Prambanan Temple complex, which is a UNESCO 

World Heritage, I am very assured that Indian tourists will definitely visit this place,” he said. 

The centuries-old temple, located approximately 17 km northeast of Yogyakarta city, is considered 

Indonesia's largest Hindu temple. Built in the 10th century, this is the largest temple compound dedicated 

to Shiva in Indonesia. Rising above the centre of the last of these concentric squares are three temples 

decorated with reliefs illustrating the epic of the Ramayana, dedicated to the three great Hindu divinities 

(Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma) and three temples dedicated to the animals who serve them, according to the 

UNESCO website. 

Mr. Modi landed in Jakarta on Monday (July 8, 2026) to a red-carpet welcome in the first leg of his three-

nation tour, which will also cover Australia and New Zealand, to shore up cooperation in sectors such as 

trade, security and rare-earth minerals under the framework of the India-Indonesia Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership of 2018. 
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PARIS IS CITY OF LIGHTS AND COLOURS - PM MODI 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi described Paris as 

“the city of lights, the city of colours,” emphasising 

that the French capital embodies art, ideas and 

inspiration for innovation. 

Addressing members of the Indian diaspora during 

the final leg of his visit to France and Slovakia, PM 

Modi said the presence of Indians from diverse states 

made Paris even more vibrant, adding new hues to its 

cultural fabric. 

The Prime Minister noted that the diaspora included 

Tamils, Punjabis, Gujaratis and Marathis, 

representing every corner of India. He said their 

contribution enriched the city and strengthened the 

bonds between India and France. 

PM Modi underlined the significance of his visit, 

pointing out that it coincided with his government 

completing 12 years in office. He said serving as the elected Prime Minister of India for 12 consecutive 

years was both an honour and an opportunity, and reflected the strength of India’s democracy that enabled 

a tea seller to rise to the nation’s highest office. 

Highlighting the role of the diaspora in nurturing bilateral ties, PM Modi said their efforts had become a 

great strength of the India–France strategic partnership. He conveyed greetings from India’s 1.4 billion 

citizens and expressed heartfelt gratitude for the warm welcome he received in Paris. 

The Prime Minister outlined India’s achievements over the past 12 years, noting that exports had increased 

35-fold and mobile manufacturing units had grown 100-fold, making India the world’s second-largest 

mobile manufacturer. He said this rapid progress had positioned India as the fastest-growing major 

economy. PM Modi stressed that India’s story was not only about economic progress but also about social 

transformation. He said 25 crore people had been lifted out of poverty in the last 12 years, and among the 

achievements was one that could not be measured in numbers, the confidence of 140 crore Indians. He 

added that the youth were dreaming big, farmers were embracing new possibilities, and women were 

demonstrating leadership. 

He said India was digitising identities and had created unique digital health IDs for around 90 crore citizens, 

ensuring secure medical records and efficient healthcare delivery. He pointed out that achievements such 

as high-speed internet reaching remote villages had once seemed unimaginable. PM Modi emphasised that 

these 12 years were not just about achievements but about raising India’s aspirations to new heights. He 

said India’s progress was visible in every sector, from technology to agriculture, and reflected the resilience 

and ambition of its people. 

Members of the Indian diaspora in Paris expressed immense joy and emotion after meeting PM Modi, 

describing the occasion as proud and memorable. They said his presence made them feel connected to their 

homeland, even though they were thousands of miles away. Taking to his official social media platform X, 

PM Modi wrote: “Reached Paris a short while ago to a warm welcome by the Indian diaspora. I am proud 

of their efforts in bringing India and France closer. The India–France partnership is vital for the progress 

of our planet.” 

Earlier in the day, PM Modi addressed VivaTech 2026, one of Europe’s largest technology and innovation 

conferences. He also attended the G7 Summit in Evian and held bilateral meetings with several world 

leaders. 
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INDIAN DIASPORA EMERGES AS A PILLAR OF INDIA'S GLOBAL INFLUENCE IN 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: PM MODI 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the Indian diaspora in Australia and New Zealand as one of 

India's greatest strengths abroad, describing overseas Indians as the country's "living bridge" to the world. 

Addressing enthusiastic gatherings of the Indian community during his visits to Melbourne and Auckland, 

the Prime Minister underscored the diaspora's invaluable contribution to strengthening bilateral relations 

while preserving India's civilisational values, cultural traditions, and democratic ethos across generations. 

Speaking before thousands of members of the Indian community at Melbourne's Marvel Stadium, Prime 

Minister Modi praised the remarkable achievements of the diaspora in fields such as business, education, 

science, healthcare, innovation, public service, and entrepreneurship. He noted that the growing success 

and influence of Indians in Australia have not only enhanced India's global reputation but have also become 

a cornerstone of the India–Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. He remarked that every 

achievement of the Indian community abroad adds to India's prestige and reflects the country's spirit of 

hard work, inclusivity, and innovation. 

Continuing the same message during his historic visit to New Zealand—the first by an Indian Prime 

Minister in nearly four decades—Modi applauded the Indian diaspora for safeguarding India's rich cultural 

heritage despite living far from their ancestral homeland. He highlighted how Indian families have 

successfully preserved languages, festivals, traditions, and values while integrating into New Zealand's 

multicultural society. Their commitment, he said, has ensured that younger generations remain deeply 

connected to their Indian roots even as they contribute meaningfully to their adopted nation. 

The Prime Minister emphasised that the Indian diaspora is far more than a community living overseas; it is 

a dynamic force connecting nations through culture, commerce, education, technology, and shared 

democratic values. He observed that overseas Indians have become trusted ambassadors of India's identity, 

helping build stronger people-to-people ties and expanding cooperation across the Indo-Pacific region. 

Modi also reaffirmed the Government of India's commitment to maintaining close engagement with the 

global Indian community, recognising its growing role in advancing India's economic partnerships, strategic 

interests, and cultural diplomacy. As India's international profile continues to rise, he said, the achievements 

and dedication of the diaspora stand as a testament to the nation's enduring values and global aspirations. 

The Prime Minister's interactions in Australia and New Zealand reinforced a common message: the Indian 

diaspora is not only preserving India's heritage across continents but is also playing a defining role in shaping 

the country's expanding global influence in the 21st century. 
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GOVT NOTIFIES CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) RULES, 2026, INTRODUCING 
REVISED PROVISIONS RELATED TO OCI CARDHOLDERS & CITIZENSHIP 

APPLICATIONS 
 

The government has notified the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Rules, 2026, introducing revised 
provisions related to Overseas Citizen of India 
(OCI) cardholders and citizenship applications. 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs has made changes 
to the Citizenship Rules, 2009, and notified the 
amendments through a gazette notification. The 
Ministry said that a minor child cannot, at any 
time, hold the passport of any other country while 
also holding an Indian passport. According to the 
notification, all applications for OCI card 
registration and renunciation will now be 
submitted electronically through the official portal. 
It added that applications for registration as an 

OCI cardholder will be made in the designated form electronically on the online portal. On the declaration 
of renunciation of OCI status, individuals must surrender the original physical card to the nearest Indian 
Mission, Post, or Foreigners Regional Registration Officer. 
The government has also removed the previous requirement for applicants to submit documents in 
duplicate and introduced electronic OCI (e-OCI), under which registered individuals may now be issued 
either a physical OCI card or an electronic OCI registration. OCI applicants will now have to sign a new 
consent form to opt into the Fast Track Immigration Programme by agreeing to the collection of their 
biometric information during registration. 
 

EUROBANK LAUNCHES UPI-BASED REMITTANCE SERVICE FOR TRANSFERS 
FROM GREECE TO INDIA 

 
The Eurobank has launched the UPI-based 
remittance service for cross-border transfers 
from Greece to India. The initiative is part of 
the bank’s strategic collaboration with the 
National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) International Payments Limited. In a 
social media post, Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal said that the 
inauguration of Services at Eurobank marks 
another important milestone in the global 
expansion of India’s digital payment 
ecosystem. He added that with UPI now live in 
Greece, eligible customers can transfer money 
instantly, securely, and seamlessly, with 
transaction costs reducing drastically to a 
fraction of conventional transfer costs. 
Mr Goyal said that the increasing global 
acceptance and appreciation of UPI reflects the 

trust in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of building technology-led solutions that create value 
beyond borders and deepen partnerships for shared growth and prosperity. 
Mr Goyal also met the Chief Executive Officer of Eurobank, Fokion Karavias in Greece. During the 
meeting, both leaders held discussions on expanding the India-Greece economic partnership and 
encouraged Greek businesses to invest in India. He also explored avenues for collaboration in 
manufacturing and infrastructure development in Greece, advancing the shared vision for growth and 
prosperity. 
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ANCIENT INDIAN SURGEON SUSHRUTA GETS STATUE AT WORLD'S OLDEST 
SURGICAL COLLEGE 

 
A statue of Maharishi Sushruta, widely regarded 
as one of the earliest pioneers of surgery, has 
been unveiled at the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh, Scotland.  
 
The event was announced by the Consulate 
General of India in Scotland and brought 
together medical professionals, academics, and 
dignitaries from India and the United Kingdom, 
highlighting the deep historical and educational 
ties between the two nations in the field of 
medicine and surgery. The installation pays 
tribute to India’s rich contribution to early 
medical science and the global evolution of 
surgical knowledge, reflecting how ancient 

wisdom continues to inspire modern medicine. The history of surgery shows how medical practices have 
evolved over centuries to improve patient safety, precision, and recovery outcomes. Modern surgical 
techniques are built upon foundational knowledge developed by early pioneers like Sushruta. This moment 
stands as a reminder of how knowledge, when shared across cultures, helps advance global healthcare.  
 

SUNKEN TRAIN STATION ON INFAMOUS WWII 'DEATH RAILWAY' RESURFACES 

FROM THAILAND RESERVOIR 

A depot on World War II's infamous "Death Railway" 

has resurfaced from beneath a reservoir where the site 

has remained underwater for decades, prompting 

researchers to race to western Thailand to survey the 

remnants of Nithe Station. Thousands of Allied 

prisoners of war and Asian (Mostly Indians) laborers 

toiled and died building the railway, a supply route 

through mainland Southeast Asia for the occupying 

Japanese forces. The Electricity Generating Authority 

of Thailand recently drained the reservoir at 

Vajiralongkorn Dam for maintenance, revealing the 

station. Historians are seizing the uncommon 

opportunity to further study the site in Kanchanaburi 

province for artifacts and to verify details. But time is limited, as the completion of the dam's maintenance 

in August and Southeast Asia's rainy season may begin refilling the reservoir. Nithe was a major station 

along the 415-kilometer (257-mile) railway that connected Thailand, known at the time as Siam, with 

Myanmar, known then as Burma. 

The railway was built by about 60,000 Allied POWs mainly from Australia, the United Kingdom, the United 

States and Indonesia, known then as the Dutch East Indies, as well as hundreds of thousands of Asian 

(Mostly Indians) laborers, whom the Japanese called römusha. 

More than 12,500 of the POWs and 75,000 laborers died during construction, which inspired the widely 

used nickname "The Death Railway." 

The railway was featured in the classic 1957 film "The Bridge on the River Kwai" and the 2013 movie "The 

Railway Man." It also was the focus of the award-winning novel "The Narrow Road to the Deep North," 

which became a 2025 miniseries starring Australian actor Jacob Elordi. 
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FIRST LADY SPOTLIGHTS INDIAN AMERICAN STUDENT’S AI PROJECT 
 
In a social media post commemorating the innovation of 
participants in the inaugural Presidential AI Challenge, First 
Lady Melania Trump spotlighted the artificial intelligence 
project of an Indian American student from Virginia. 
In the video, the student Adya introduces her project, NAVI as 
“a friendly AI safety buddy” designed to help children stay safe 
online. 
She said the project was inspired by the experience of a friend, 
Anita, who was subjected to severe cyberbullying that affected 
her mental health and caused her to stop attending school. 
“Navi turns a bullying moment into a digital citizenship lesson,” 

Adya says in the video, explaining that the AI-powered tool helps children respond to harmful online 
interactions while learning responsible online behaviour. Adya said schools can deploy Navi free of charge 
on older hardware, making it accessible to a wide range of students. “With Navi, we don't just protect kids, 
we empower them,” she says. 
Sharing a video of the student explaining her project, Trump wrote, “When we empower children with the 
freedom to think and explore, we spark a chain reaction of creativity and innovation that can uplift entire 
communities.” 
Adya was among more than 20,000 students who took part in the inaugural Presidential AI Challenge, 
which drew participants from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and 49 Department of 
Defence Education Activity schools across 10 countries. 
The challenge encourages students to use artificial intelligence to address real-world problems across sectors 
including healthcare, nutrition and public safety. Six national champion teams were recognized at the White 
House on June 9 during the first Presidential Artificial Intelligence Challenge National Champion Awards 
Ceremony. 
During the event, Melania praised participants for applying emerging technologies to tackle practical 
challenges and encouraged them to continue pursuing innovation and learning opportunities in the rapidly 
evolving field of artificial intelligence.   
 
THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL AIRPORTS FOR 2026, INCLUDING TWO IN INDIA 

 
Two of India's airports just landed two spots on the World's Most Beautiful Airports List 2026 – a list 
compiled by the prestigious Prix Versailles: Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) and Terminal 2 of 
Guwahati's Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport (LGBIA). Both saw their first appearance 
on the coveted global list.  
    Navi Mumbai | Maharashtra, Central India                         Guwahati | Assam, Northeast India 
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SUDHA MURTY’S BOOK ON HISTORIC MURALS OF PARLIAMENT LAUNCHED IN 

UK 

Rajya Sabha member Sudha Murty’s 

new book chronicling the history 

behind some of the iconic murals 

adorning the Parliament in India 

received its UK launch at the Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan in London. ‘Tides of 

Time: Bharat’s History Through Murals 

in Parliament’, published by the Lok 

Sabha Secretariat, was released by 

Indian High Commissioner to the UK 

P. Kumaran. Murty was joined by 

husband Narayana Murty, daughter 

Akshata Murty, son-in-law former 

British PM Rishi Sunak and 

granddaughters Krishna and Anoushka 

at the ceremony. “This book has been a 

labour of love,” said Murty, in her 

address. “If you do not know the 

history of your country, then you do 

not know the future of your country... As long as I love to learn and follow my passion in history, I remain 

young. It helps me learn about my country’s different stages,” she said. The inspiration for the book 

emerged from her observation when students paused briefly before the murals at Samvidhan Sadan.  

Murals are among humanity’s oldest forms of communication. Long before written language was fully 

developed, people used paintings to express their emotions and document their daily lives. This tradition 

of visual storytelling is evident across civilisations, and Bharat is no exception. From the prehistoric caves 

of Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh, where paintings over 30,000 years old depict geometric patterns, humans 

and animals, to the murals of the Ajanta and Ellora caves rendered in natural colours with exquisite artistry, 

Bharat’s walls have long preserved its stories. In later periods, Indian kings and emperors commissioned 

paintings to decorate courts and palaces, incorporating increasingly complex colours, patterns and styles. 

In 1954, the first speaker of the Lok Sabha, Shri G. V. Mavalankar, commissioned 58 mural panels along 

the circular corridors of the Samvidhan Sadan (the Old Parliament Building). As one walks these corridors, 

the murals unfold as a chronological journey through Bharat’s history, beginning with the Indus Valley 

Civilisation at Mohenjo-daro and culminating in the historic flag hoisting at the Red Fort in 1947. Bhavan 

UK Executive Director Dr M N Nandakumara opened the proceedings with a prayer and Subhanu Saxena, 

chairman of the Indian cultural hub in west London, recited some shlokas as the book was formally 

launched on stage.  

INDIA’S PROFESSOR BIMAL N. PATEL SECURES JUDGESHIP AT 
INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA 

 
India’s candidate, Professor Bimal N. Patel has been elected as a Judge 
of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) for the 
2026-2035 term. New Delhi has thanked the member states for reposing 
their trust in India. Informing about the significant milestone in a social 
media post, Ministry of External Affairs’ spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
congratulated Professor Patel and all the distinguished members elected 
to the Tribunal. 
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GOPIO-CT MARKS 20 YEARS, HONORS FIVE INDIAN AMERICAN LEADERS 

The Connecticut chapter of the Global Organization 

of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO-CT) celebrated 

its 20th anniversary with its Annual Awards Banquet 

on June 13, 2026, at Water’s Edge Banquet Hall in 

Darien, Connecticut, honouring five distinguished 

Indian American leaders for their civic, professional, 

and community contributions. The milestone event 

drew state and local elected officials, community 

leaders, and professionals, highlighting the growing 

political, economic, and cultural influence of the 

South Asian diaspora in Connecticut and across the 

United States. The evening also marked two decades 

of GOPIO-CT’s work in community service, civic 

engagement, cultural preservation, and advocacy. India’s Deputy Consul General in New York, Vishal 

Harsh, served as chief guest and presented awards to the honourees. Other speakers included Connecticut 

State Senators Sujata Gadkar Wilcox and Tony Hwang, and Connecticut Assemblyman Jonathan Jacobson. 

In his keynote address, Harsh praised the accomplishments of Indian Americans, stating, “The 

achievements of Indian Americans have become a global benchmark—communities across the world look 

to replicate the success and impact you have created in the United States.” Harsh also highlighted the range 

of consular services available to the Indian diaspora, noting that support is accessible around the clock to 

meet community needs. 

GOPIO-CT President Mahesh Jhangiani reflected on the organization’s two-decade journey. Dr. Thomas 

Abraham, founder president of GOPIO International and chair of the Awards Committee, emphasized the 

chapter’s broader impact within the global organization. Reflecting on GOPIO International’s origins, Dr. 

Abraham noted that since its founding in 1989, the organization has advocated on issues affecting the 

Indian diaspora, including civil rights, human rights, community empowerment, and political participation. 

Through conferences, public forums, cultural programs, social service initiatives, and philanthropy, 

GOPIO has continued to expand its global outreach. Mike Joshi, GOPIO-CT banquet chair and secretary, 

who emceed the event, said the celebration also served as a fundraiser for youth-focused charitable 

initiatives. The 2026 honorees represented a wide range of professions and public service roles, including a 

state senator, a nanotechnology executive, a veteran journalist, a regional bank chief executive officer, and 

a longtime engineering professor.  

LIFE-SIZE STATUE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA UNVEILED AT CHICAGO 

CONSULATE 

A life-size statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled 

at the Consulate General of India in Chicago by India’s 

Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra. In a social 

media post, Mr. Kwatra said, he is proud to unveil a 

statue of Swami Vivekananda whose timeless message 

of service and universal harmony lives on in all of us. 

Vivekananda, a prominent philosopher-thinker who 

spread the teachings of Vedanta and Yoga across the 

world, is best known in the US for his landmark speech 

at the World’s Parliament of Religions held in Chicago 

in 1893. In April this year, the first-ever life-size bronze 

statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled in Seattle, in Washington state. The monument was the first 

installation of Swami Vivekananda to be hosted by a city government anywhere in the US. 
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GOODWILL VISIT TO ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN 

The Antar Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad 

Dehradun Chapter, had organized an 

International Goodwill Visit to Almaty, 

Kazakhstan from 27 May 2026 to 02 June 

2026. A delegation of thirty-eight members 

participated in the visit under the leadership of 

Shri S. S. Kothiyal, President, Antar Rashtriya 

Sahyog Parishad, Dehradun Chapter. The visit 

was coordinated by Shri Adesh K. Shukla and 

Mrs. Namita Mamgain, while Ex-Major Dr. 

Pallavi Mamgain served as the Medical Officer 

of the delegation. The member-delegates were 

divided into three groups, and each group was 

assigned a group leader by the President for better coordination and control during the entire travel, and 

ease of execution of the scheduled plans of the trip. The delegation comprised of members, from various 

parts of India, including Dehradun, Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Lucknow and Vijayawada. One of the most 

remarkable aspects of the delegation was the wide age range of its participants, from young adults of 21 

years to senior citizens up to 87 years of age. Despite this diversity, the group functioned as a closely-knit 

family throughout the entire journey. The visit not only provided an opportunity to experience the 

breathtaking natural beauty, culture and hospitality of Kazakhstan but also strengthened bonds of 

friendship and goodwill among all participants. The memories created during this journey will remain 

cherished for years to come and will continue to inspire future initiatives of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog 

Parishad. 

NEW ZEALAND SIGNALS OPENNESS TO ADOPTING INDIA'S UPI PAYMENT 

SYSTEM 

New Zealand has expressed its willingness to adopt India's Unified Payments Interface (UPI), marking 

another significant step in the global expansion of India's digital public infrastructure. Speaking during 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Auckland, New Zealand's Trade and Investment Minister Todd 

McClay said the country is open to integrating UPI into its financial ecosystem, noting that its regulatory 

framework is well-equipped to accommodate the digital payment platform. 
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McClay highlighted that New Zealand is a modern, open economy committed to embracing innovative 

digital technologies. He observed that the proposed India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

would provide greater certainty for businesses and facilitate deeper economic cooperation, making the 

adoption of UPI a natural progression. The minister added that such digital payment connectivity would 

encourage greater business-to-business engagement, strengthen investment flows, and simplify financial 

transactions between the two countries. 

The announcement comes as India continues to expand UPI's international footprint through partnerships 

with several countries. During his visit, Prime Minister Modi also confirmed that India and New Zealand 

are working towards linking India's UPI network with New Zealand's domestic payment system, enabling 

seamless cross-border digital transactions for businesses, tourists, students, and the Indian diaspora. 

If implemented, the initiative would strengthen bilateral trade, promote fintech collaboration, and further 

reinforce the growing strategic partnership between India and New Zealand, while showcasing India's 

leadership in digital innovation and financial inclusion on the global stage. 

OVER 5,000 BHARATANATYAM DANCERS IN COLOMBO CLINCH GUINNESS WORLD 

RECORD FOR LARGEST BHARATANATYAM DANCE LESSON 

A historic cultural milestone was achieved in 

Colombo today as more than 5,000 

Bharatanatyam dancers performed together, 

clinching the Guinness World Record for the 

largest Bharatanatyam dance lesson. The 

event, organised by Sangamam Global 

Academy, India and Samgamizh Liya, Sri 

Lanka, was held at Galle Face Green in 

Colombo and brought together thousands of 

dancers from Sri Lanka, India and several 

other countries, in a celebration of the Indian 

classical dance and cultural heritage. The 

event aimed to showcase the timeless 

tradition of Bharatanatyam while fostering 

cultural ties across borders. Participants, dressed in vibrant traditional attire, performed synchronized 

movements under the guidance of guru as part of the official record attempt. The Guinness World Records 

adjudication process was completed following the performance, after which the world record citation was 

formally presented. Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Santosh Jha, received the Guinness World 

Records certificate on behalf of the performers and organizers. Addressing the gathering, High 

Commissioner Jha congratulated the dancers and organizers for achieving the global recognition and 

highlighted the role of culture in strengthening people-to-people connections between India and Sri Lanka. 

The event was attended by Minister Ramalingam Chandrasekar, and Deputy Ministers Sundarlingam 

Pradeep, and Mahinda Jayasinghe as it drew a large audience and featured a festive atmosphere celebrating 

the shared cultural traditions of the region. The achievement marks a significant moment for the 

Bharatanatyam community and underscores the enduring popularity of one of India’s oldest and most 

revered classical dance forms. In a spectacular celebration of shared culture and unity, more than five 

thousand Bharatanatyam dancers came together at Colombo’s Galle Face Green today, creating history 

with the world’s largest Bharatanatyam dance lesson. The Guinness World Records citation was presented 

following the performance, with Indian High Commissioner Santosh Jha receiving the certificate on behalf 

of the performers. The breathtaking performance transformed the iconic seaside venue into a vibrant 

showcase of tradition, discipline and cultural excellence. The event turned out to be a landmark moment 

for classical dance and a proud tribute to the enduring cultural bonds between India and Sri Lanka. Ahmed 

Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo. 
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पाकिस्तान िी उच्च शिक्षा में संस्िृत भाषा िा अध्यापन  

बंटवारे के लगभग आठ दशक बाद पाककस्तान में 
संस्कृत भाषा को औपचाररक रूप से उच्च शशक्षा के 

पाठ्यक्रम में शाशमल ककया जा रहा है। लाहौर 
यूननवशसिटी ऑफ मैनेजमेंट साइंसेज़ (LUMS) ने पहली 
बार चार-के्रडिट का शास्रीय संस्कृत (Classical 

Sanskrit) पाठ्यक्रम शुरू ककया है। यह कदम न केवल 

पाककस्तान की शशक्षा व्यवस्था के शलए महत्वपूर्ि माना 
जा रहा है, बल्कक दक्षक्षर् एशशया की साझा सांस्कृनतक 

ववरासत को पुनजीववत करने की ददशा में भी एक उकलखेनीय पहल के रूप में देखा जा रहा है। इस पहल की 
शुरुआत तीन महीने तक चलने वाली सप्ताहांत (वीकें ि) कायिशालाओं से हुई थी, ल्जन्हें छारों, शोधार्थियों और 
ववश्वववद्यालय से बाहर के प्रनतभार्गयों का उत्साहजनक समथिन शमला। अब तक संस्कृत के दो पाठ्यक्रम 

संचाशलत ककए जा चुके हैं, ल्जनमें लगभग 32 ववद्याथी अध्ययन कर रहे हैं। इसके अनतररक्त, दो साविजननक 

कायिशालाओं में ववश्वववद्यालय के बाहर के ववद्यार्थियों और भाषा प्रेशमयों ने भी बढ़-चढ़कर भाग शलया। 
आगामी शैक्षणर्क सर से संस्कृत ववश्वववद्यालय के ननयशमत पाठ्यक्रम का दहस्सा बन जाएगी। 

इस पररवतिन के पीछे फोरमनै कक्रल्श्चयन कॉलेज, लाहौर के समाजशास्र ववभाग के एसोशसएट प्रोफेसर डॉ. 
िाहिद रिीद की महत्वपूर्ि भूशमका है। उन्होंने स्वयं संस्कृत का गहन अध्ययन ककया है। अरबी और फारसी 
सीखने के बाद उन्होंने ऑनलाइन माध्यम से कैल्रिज ववश्वववद्यालय की संस्कृत ववशेषज्ञ एंटोननया रुपेल तथा 
ऑस्रेशलयाई इंिोलॉल्जस्ट डॉ. मैिमास टेलर के मागिदशिन में संस्कृत व्याकरर् का अध्ययन ककया।  

िॉ. शादहद रशीद का मानना है कक संस्कृत ककसी एक धमि की भाषा नहीं, बल्कक पूरे दक्षक्षर् एशशया की साझा 
सांस्कृनतक धरोहर है। उनके अनुसार, पाणर्नी की जन्मभूशम इसी क्षरे में थी और भारतीय उपमहाद्वीप का 
प्राचीन बौद्र्धक इनतहास संस्कृत से गहराई से जुडा हुआ है। वे कहत ेहैं कक यदद भारत में अर्धक लोग अरबी 
और फारसी जैसी भाषाओं का अध्ययन करें तथा पाककस्तान में अर्धक लोग संस्कृत सीखें, तो भाषाए ंदोनों देशों 
के बीच दीवार नहीं, बल्कक सवंाद और ववश्वास का पुल बन सकती हैं। 

LUMS के गुरमानी सेंटर के ननदेशक डॉ. अली उस्मान िासमी ने भी इस पहल को ऐनतहाशसक बताया है। उनके 

अनुसार, पाककस्तान के पास पंजाब ववश्वववद्यालय पुस्तकालय में संस्कृत की ताडपर पांिुशलवपयों का अत्यंत 

समदृ्ध, ककंतु लंबे समय से उपेक्षक्षत संग्रह मौजदू है। इस संग्रह को 1930 के दशक में प्रशसद्ध ववद्वान 

जे.सी.आर. वूकनर ने सूचीबद्ध ककया था, लेककन 1947 के बाद से ककसी पाककस्तानी ववद्वान ने व्यवल्स्थत रूप 

से इस पर शोध नहीं ककया। आज भी मुख्यतः ववदेशी शोधकताि ही इन पांिुशलवपयों का उपयोग करत ेहैं।  

ववश्वववद्यालय भववष्य में मिाभारत और श्रीमद्भगवद्गीता पर ववशेष पाठ्यक्रम शुरू करने की भी योजना 
बना रहा है। िॉ. कासमी का ववश्वास है कक अगल े10 से 15 वषों में पाककस्तान में महाभारत और गीता के 

स्थानीय ववशेषज्ञ तैयार हो सकते हैं। 
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भारत – नेपाल संबंधों में नई िुरुआत िा संिेत : श्वेता दीप्तत 

नेपाल की सत्तारूढ़ राष्रीय स्वतंर पाटी के अध्यक्ष रवव लाशमछाने की 
हाशलया भारत यारा केवल एक औपचाररक  राजनीनतक दौरा भर नही ंथी, 
बल्कक उसने भारत–नेपाल सबंधंों की ददशा और प्राथशमकताओं को लेकर 
कई महत्वपूर्ि संकेत ददए हैं । नेपाल में नई राजनीनति व्यवस्था बनने िे 

बाद यि अपेक्षा िी जा रिी थी कि प्रधानमंत्री बालेन िाि भारत यात्रा िरेंगे, 

किंतु उनिी अनुपप्स्थनत में रवव लाशमछाने िा हदल्ली पिंुचना भी िम 

मित्वपूर्ण निी ंरिा । भारत में ल्जस स्तर पर उनका स्वागत हुआ और 
प्रधानमंरी नरेंद्र मोदी, ववदेश मंरी एस. जयशकंर, गहृमंरी अशमत शाह 

तथा राष्रीय सुरक्षा सलाहकार अजीत िोभाल सदहत शीषि नतेतृ्व से उनकी मुलाकातें हुईं, उसने स्पष्ट कर ददया कक 

भारत नेपाल की नई राजनीनतक नतेतृ्व व्यवस्था को गंभीरता से देख रहा है । नपेाल की  राजनीनत में लबंे  समय से 

यह सवाल महत्वपूर्ि रहा है कक नई सरकार अपने पहले प्रमुख ववदेश सपंकि  में भारत और चीन के बीच ककस े

प्राथशमकता देती है । ऐस ेसमय में रवव लाशमछाने की भारत यारा का ववशषे महत्व है । यह यारा उस दौर में हुई जब 

नेपाल के भीतर राजनीनतक अल्स्थरता और सीमा संबधंी बयानबाजी के कारर् ववपक्ष सरकार पर हमलावर था । इसिे 

बावजदू भारत और नेपाल िे बीच व्याविाररि सियोग िे आठ सूत्रीय एजेंड ेपर चचाण ने राजनीनति ववमिण िो नई 

हदिा दी िै । अध्यक्ष रवव लाशमछाने ने अपनी यारा के दौरान ल्जस स्पष्टता से भारत–नेपाल सबंंधों को “भू–

राजनीनति वववादों” से आगे बढ़ाकर ववकास, ननवेश, ऊजाि, व्यापार और आर्थिक साझेदारी के नए ढाचंे में देखने की 
बात कही, वह स्वागतयोग्य है । यह दृल्ष्टकोर् दोनों देशों के पारंपररक “रोटी–बेटी” संबधंों को आधनुनक आर्थिक 

साझेदारी में बदलने की संभावना प्रस्ततु करता है । ववशषे रूप से सीमा वववादों को सवंाद, ऐनतहाशसक तथ्यों और 
आपसी समझदारी से हल करन ेकी बात एक पररपक्व राजनीनतक सदेंश माना जा सकता है । उनके द्वारा रक्सौल–

काठमांिू रेल पररयोजना, पोखरा और लंुबबनी से भारतीय शहरों तक सीधी उडानों, “काठमांिू–बेंगलुरु डिल्जटल 

कॉररिोर”, संयुक्त उविरक उद्योग, ऊजाि बाजार और आधनुनक चेकपोस्ट जैसी योजनाओं पर जोर देना यह दशािता है 

कक नेपाल की नई पीढ़ी केवल राजनीनतक नारों से आगे बढ़कर ठोस आर्थिक पररवतिन चाहती है । नपेाल की 
जलववद्यतु क्षमता और भारत के ववशाल बाजार के बीच सहयोग की संभावना दक्षक्षर् एशशया की अथिव्यवस्था को 
भी नई ददशा दे सकती है । रवव लाशमछाने का यह कहना कक नेपाल में पररवतिन “बैलेट बॉक्स क्रानंत” का पररर्ाम है, 

इस तथ्य को रेखाकंकत करता है कक नेपाली समाज अब ववकास, सुशासन और जवाबदेही आधाररत राजनीनत की 
अपके्षा कर रहा है । यही कारर् है कक उनकी यारा को नपेाल के भीतर भी सकारात्मक प्रनतकक्रया शमली है । कई 

राजनीनतक ववश्लेषकों का मानना है कक गर्तंर स्थापना के बाद पहली बार नपेाल का कोई प्रमुख नतेा इतन ेस्पष्ट 

और व्यावहाररक एजेंि ेके साथ भारत पहंुचा ।हालाकंक, ककसी भी यारा की वास्तववक सफलता उसके बाद होने वाल े

कक्रयान्वयन से तय होती है । भारत और नेपाल के संबधं केवल भावनात्मक ननकटता तक सीशमत नही ंरह सकते; 
उन्हें आर्थिक, तकनीकी और सामररक सहयोग की ठोस संरचना में बदलना होगा । यदद दोनों देश रवव लाशमछाने के 

प्रस्ताववत एजेंि ेपर गंभीरता से आगे बढ़ते हैं, तो यह न केवल द्ववपक्षीय संबधंों को नई ऊंचाई देगा बल्कक दक्षक्षर् 

एशशया में ल्स्थरता और सहयोग का एक नया मॉिल भी प्रस्ततु कर सकता है । भारत और नपेाल के बीच ववश्वास, 

पारदशशिता और साझा ववकास की यह नई पहल आन ेवाल ेसमय में ककतनी सफल होगी, यह दोनों देशों की राजनीनतक 

इच्छाशल्क्त पर ननभिर करेगा । कफलहाल इतना स्पष्ट है कक इस यारा ने संवाद के नए द्वार खोल ददए हैं । 
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13 वें ववश्व हिदंी सम्मेलन िे शलए नीदरलैंड िी दावेदारी 

वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार , दहदंी युननवसि फाउंिेशन नीदरलैंि, 

वैल्श्वक भाषा कला एवं संस्कृनत संगठन (युरोप), साझा 
संसार, एवं अंतरराष्रीय दहदंी सगंठन के संयुक्त तत्वावधान 

में ददनांक 28 जून को एम. जे. ककचर हब, अलेमेरे में िॉ. 
पद्मेश गुप्त (संरक्षक – वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार) की अध्यक्षता 
में एक सादहल्त्यक कायिक्रम आयोल्जत ककया गया। इस 

कायिक्रम के मुख्य अनतर्थ श्री अननल जोशी, अध्यक्ष- 

वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार, ने यह बताया कक नीदरलैंि में बहुत 

बडा भारतीय िायसपोरा है और अनेक दहन्दी के लेखक और 
ववद्वान भी हैं ।दहदंी की ववशभन्न संस्थाएं सकक्रयता से वहां काम कर रही हैं ।परंतु आज तक यहााँ ववश्व दहदंी सरमेलन 

आयोल्जत नहीं हुआ है। उन्होंने कहा कक नीदरलैंि र्चरकला, सादहत्य, फूलों और प्रकृनत का देश है। इस देश के साथ भारत 

के राजनैनतक संबंध दसकों पुराने हैं और यह भारत का स्वभाववक सहयोगी है। उन्होंने 13 वें ववश्व दहदंी सरमेलन को 
नीदरलैंि में आयोल्जत करन ेका प्रस्ताव रखा ल्जसका सभी संस्थाओं ने उत्साह से समथिन ककया। यह प्रस्ताव पाररत करने 
के साथ हीं यह ननर्िय भी शलया गया कक प्रस्ताव को दतूावास के माध्यम से शीघ्र ही ववदेश मंरालय, भारत सरकार को 
प्रेवषत ककया जाएगा। श्री पद्मेश गुप्त (संरक्षक – वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार) ने युरोप में दहदंी के क्षेर में पारस्पररक सहयोग को 
रेखांककत ककया। सुश्री नतनतक्षा (वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार , युरोप) ने वैल्श्वक दहदंी पररवार के फ़रवरी 2027 में होने वाले 
अंतरराष्रीय भारतीय भाषा सरमेलन की ववशेष रूप स ेचचाि की। श्री रामा तक्षक ने नीदरलैंि में दहदंी की गनतववर्धयों की 
जानकारी दी और इस अवसर पर ववश्वरंग के दहदंी ओलंवपयाि का पोस्टर तथा कुछ पुस्तकें  लोकावपित की गयी। इस अवसर 
पर श्री मनीष पाण्िेय की पुस्तक “नयी राह पर” भी लोकापिर् ककया गया। कायिक्रम का आरंभ श्री नटराज की मूनति के 

सामने दीप प्रजव्वलन और उसके उपरांत श्रीमती अपर्ाि जी द्वारा नतृ्य प्रस्तुनत के साथ हुआ। कायिक्रम में 15 से अर्धक 

कववयों द्वारा काव्य पाठ ककया गया। इनमें अननल जोशी, िॉ. पद्मेश गुप्त, ववशशष्ट अनतर्थ बेल्कजयम के श्री कवपल शमाि 
(सह-संस्थापक वैल्श्वक भाषा एवं कला संस्कृनत संगठन), बिटेन की सुश्री नतनतक्षा, श्री ववश्वास दबुे, श्री रामा तक्षक, श्री 
मनीष पाण्िेय, श्रीमती ररतु शमाि, श्रीमती अल्श्वनी केजगााँवकर, सुश्री आस्था, सुश्री ममता शमश्रा, श्री अशभषेक शमश्रा, श्री 
राकेश, सुश्री वप्रयंका, श्री इंद्रजीत, तथा सुश्री कावेरी ने काव्य पाठ ककया। कायिक्रम का रुर्चपूर्ि युगल संचालन श्री ववश्वास 

दबु ेएवं सुश्री जयता ने ककया । धन्यवाद ज्ञापन श्री मनीष पाण्िेय ने ककया । कायिक्रम का संयोजन श्री ववश्वास दबुे, श्री 
रामा तक्षक, श्री मनीष पाण्िेय और िॉ. ररतु ने ककया ।  

डॉ अप्जत सैगल िो ववयतनाम में अवॉडण 

भारत के प्रख्यात सीननयर आथोपेडिक सजिन और अन्तरराष्रीय सहयोग 

पररषद् की वारार्सी शाखा के अध्यक्ष िॉ अजीत सैगल को भारत सरकार कला 
मंरालय के उपक्रम में दहदंसु्तान कला एवं संस्कृनत यारा के वावषिक अर्धवेशन 

में ववशशष्ट सरमान प्रदान ककया गया । 24 अप्रैल को हनोई, ववयतनाम में 
आयोल्जत इस कायिक्रम के मुख्य अनतर्थ भारतीय दतूावास के काउंसलर श्री एस 

र्चपंाओ थे । िॉ अजीत सैगल व मध्य प्रदेश सरकार में  ननदेशक सादहत्य एकेिमी 
श्री ववकास दवे ववशशष्ट अनतर्थ के रूप मे उपल्स्थत थे। दहदंसु्तान आटि एव ं
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संस्कृनत यारा के सरमलेन में ववशभन्न क्षेरों स ेववशेषज्ञ लोगों को सरमाननत करन ेकी पररपरा है । सरमलेन में मेडिकल 

के क्षेर में िा सैगल को राष्रीय और अंतरराष्रीय स्तर पर अल्स्थ रोग ववशेषज्ञ रुप में और अपने शोध DR SAIGAL HTO 

PLATE के पेटेंट के शलए "इंटरनेशन मेडिकल लॉररयाट सरमान"  काउंसलर श्री एस र्चपंाओ ने प्रदान ककया। िॉ सैगल को 
सरमान शमलने पर ववख्यात तबला वादक पंडित प्रसन्नजीत पोद्दार, गुरु गजेंद्र पांिा ने हाददिक बधाई दी। िॉ सैगल की 
पत्नी िॉ बेला सैगल सदहत 55 सदस्यीय भारतीय दल के साथ ववयतनाम यारा पर गए थे । कायिक्रम में भारत के ववशभन्न 

राज्यों के प्रनतननर्धयों ने भाग शलया। भारत ववयतनाम मैरी फेल्स्टवल में सैकडों की संख्या में ववयतनाम के कलाकारों ने 

भाग शलया और अपनी कला का प्रदशिन भी ककया। 

‘उगना नाट्य मंडली शसगंापुर’ ने जीता ववश्व हिदंी सचचवालय’ िा प्रथम पुरस्िार 

ववश्व दहदंी सर्चवालय, मॉरीशस के द्वारा ‘ववश्व नाटक 

ददवस’ के उपलक्ष्य में अंतरराष्रीय दहदंी नाटक प्रनतयोर्गता 
2026 का आयोजन ककया गया, ल्जसमे 16 से 25 वषि की 
आयु के कलाकारों द्वारा पााँच भौगोशलक क्षेरों – 1. अफ्रीका व 

मध्य पूवि, 2. अमेररका, 3. एशशया व ऑस्रेशलया (भारत के 

अनतररक्त), 4. यूरोप और 5. भारत से प्रववल्ष्टयााँ आमंबरत 

की गई। एशशया व ऑस्रेशलया भौगोशलक क्षेर के अन्तगित 

‘उगना नाट्य मंडली शसगंापरु’ को प्रथम पुरस्कार स े

सरमाननत ककया गया। 

नाटक की पटकथा, ननदेशन, छायांकन एवं संपादन ‘उगना नाट्य मंिली शसगंापुर’ की संस्थापक अध्यक्ष श्रीमती आराधना 
झा श्रीवास्तव के ने ककया। ‘उगना नाट्य मंिली शसगंापुर’ की युवा कलाकारों –  सुश्री वागीशा वार्ी और सुश्री ररद्र्धमा 
शमश्रा ने नाटक में केन्द्रीय भूशमकाएाँ ननभाई। 

सरह वषीय वागीशा वार्ी शसगंापुर की स्थाई ननवासी हैं और रैफ़कस इंस्टीट्यूशन (Raffles Institution) में कक्षा 11 की 
छारा हैं। भरतनाट्यम ्में आठ वषों का नतृ्य प्रशशक्षर् प्राप्त वागीशा, दहदंी सोसायटी शसगंापुर के वावषिक उत्सव के साथ ही 
भारतीय उच्चायोग शसगंापुर द्वारा महत्त्वपूर्ि कायिक्रमों का कुशल संचालन भी कर चुकी हैं।  

उन्नीस वषीय ररद्र्धमा शमश्रा शसगंापुर की नागररक हैं और नान्यांग टेक्नोलॉल्जकल यूननवशसिटी (NTU)  में जैव 

अशभयांबरकी (Bioengeneering) का अध्ययन कर रही हैं। वषों के प्रशशक्षर् के बाद कत्थक में डिप्लोमा प्राप्त ररद्र्धमा, 
लगातार सीखने में ववश्वास करती हैं। स्वयं को अशभव्यक्त करने और अपने कायों से सकारात्मक प्रभाव िालने का प्रयास 

कर रही ररद्र्धमा,दहदंी कथा-कहन एवं अन्य प्रनतयोर्गताओं में भाग लेकर पुरस्कृत हो चुकी हैं। वषि 2025 के फरवरी माह 

में राष्रीय नाट्य ववद्यालय के 25वें अंतरराष्रीय रंगमंच महोत्सव में ‘ववश्व जन रंग’ के तहत ‘उगना नाट्य मंिली शसगंापुर’ 
द्वारा पंचम वेद पर आधाररत लघु नाट्य-प्रस्तुनत की मुक्त कंठ से प्रशंसा की गई। वषि 2025 के शसतंबर माह में दहदंी 
ददवस के उपलक्ष्य में ववश्व दहदंी सर्चवालय मॉरीशस द्वारा आयोल्जत पााँच ददवसीय रंगमंच कायिशाला में ‘उगना नाट्य 

मंिली शसगंापुर’ को आमंबरत ककया गया। श्रीमद्भगवद्गीता पर आधाररत नाटक की पटकथा-लेखन के साथ ही, श्रीकृष्र् 

की कें द्रीय भूशमका उगना नाट्य मंिली की संस्थापक अध्यक्ष श्रीमती आराधना झा श्रीवास्तव ने ननभाई। उगना नाट्य 

मंिली शसगंापुर की ओर स ेकायिशाला में सहभार्गता कर रही श्रीमती श्वेता वमाि शसघंल जी ने नाटक में अजुिन और श्री 
राजीव कुमार शमश्रा जी ने धतृराष्र की भूशमका ननभाई।  
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याद किए गए बिुभाषाववद् प्रो. डॉ. िृष्र्चन्द्र शमश्र 

बहुभाषाववद्  प्रो. िॉ. कृष्र्चन्द्र शमश्र एक प्रबुद्ध समीक्षक, युगांतकारी 
ववचारक तथा मूधिन्य लेखक थे । यह बात अवकाश प्राप्त प्रो डॉ प्रमोद 

िुमार झा ने प्रा. डॉ िृष्र्चन्द्र शमश्र िी ३० वीं पुण्यनतचथ िे अवसर पर 

ििी । इस अवसर पर श्री उमादेवी मंददर बकखु काठमांिू में 
कल बिुभाषाववद् डा.िृष्र्चन्द्र शमश्र िी ३०वीं पूण्य नतचथ पर श्रद्धासुमन 

अपणर्  तथा अंिु झा रचचत िाव्य संग्रि पववत्र रजस्वला िा ववमोचन 

िायणक्रम का आयोजन ककया गया। हिमाशलनी हिन्द्दी 
माशसि  पत्रत्रिा द्वारा आयोल्जत इस  तथा कायिक्रम में ववद्वानों ने शमश्र 

जी के व्यल्क्तत्व और कृनतत्व को स्मरर् ककया। अपने संबोधन में प्रा. िॉ. 
प्रमोद कुमार झा ने शमश्र जी के साथ बबताए आत्मीय क्षर्ों को याद करत े

हुए कहा कक वे केवल एक भाषा के ववद्वान नहीं थे, बल्कक दहन्दी, संस्कृत, नेपाली और अंग्रेजी के प्रकांि ज्ञाता थे। दहन्दी 
के शलए वो आजीवन लडत ेरहे । कायिक्रम की अध्यक्षता त्रत्रभुवन ववश्वववद्यालय हिन्द्दी िेन्द्रीय ववभाग िी ववभागाध्यक्ष 

डॉ. श्वेता दीप्तत ने की। उन्होंने श्रद्धांजशल अवपित करत ेहुए कहा कक शमश्र जी भल ेही आज भौनतक रूप से हमारे बीच नही ं
हैं, ककंतु नेपाल में दहन्दी भाषा के शलए उनका संघषि, लेखन और र्चतंन उन्हें सदैव अमर बनाए रखेगा। इसी तरह कायिक्रम 

उनके संस्मरर् तथा ववचार पर बोलते हुए त्रत्रभुवन ववश्वववद्यालय हिन्द्दी िेन्द्रीय ववभाग िे डॉ.ववनोद िुमार ववमल ने 

ििा कि हिन्द्दी भाषा – साहित्य िे अप्रनतम व्यप्ततत्व थे शमश्र जी ।  

उन्होंने बताया कक आज हर कोई प्रशसद्र्ध चाहता है लेककन 

प्रशसद्र्ध पाने के शलए अपेक्षक्षत साधना नहीं करता । शमश्र जी 
ने साधना से शसद्र्ध और शसद्र्ध से प्रशसद्र्ध पाई है । 
दहमाशलनी दहन्दी माशसक पबरका द्वारा आयोल्जत इस श्रद्धा 
सुमन अवपित कायिक्रम में माननीय रेखा यादव, भारतीय 

राजदतूावास (काठमांिू) के पी.आई.सी ववगं के अताशे धनेश 

द्वववेदी, नेपाल संस्कृत ववश्वववद्यालय स ेिॉ पुनम झा  एवं 
सादहत्यकार करुर्ा झा सदहत अन्य ववद्वानों ने अपनी 
गररमामय उपल्स्थनत दजि कराई ।  

डॉ जवािर िनाणवट सहित अनेि ववद्वानों िो िमणवीर सम्मान 

माधवराव सप्रे स्मनृत  समाचार पर संग्रहालय एवं शोध संस्थान, 

भोपाल देश का अनूठा संस्थान है। इस संग्रहालय में 5 करोड पषृ्ठों 
से अर्धक शोध संदभि सामग्री उपलब्ध है। 19 जून को संग्रहालय के 

स्थापना ददवस समारोह में श्री सुभाष अरे, पूवि पुशलस महाननदेशक, 

श्री संतोष चौबे, कुलार्धपनत रबींद्रनाथ टैगोर ववश्वववद्यालय, श्री राम 

नतवारी, मुख्यमंरी (मध्यप्रदेश) के सांस्कृनतक सलाहकार तथा श्री 
नूरुल हसन 'नूर' , वररष्ठ परकार के साथ  अन्तरराष्रीय सहयोग 

पररषद् के आजीवन सदस्य श्री जवाहर कनािवट को कमिवीर सरमान 
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तुलसी मानस प्रनतष्ठान के कायािध्यक्ष एवं पूवि सांसद श्री रघुनंदनप्रसाद शमाि जी के कर- कमलों स ेप्राप्त हुआ ।इस अवसर 
पर श्री शंभ ूदयाल गुरु इनतहास प्रभाग का लोकापिर् भी हुआ। श्री संतोष चौबे जी के मागिदशिन में श्री जवाहर कनािवट द्वारा 
संपाददत पुस्तक 'ववश्व में दहदंी '(70 देशों में दहदंी  की ल्स्थनत) की प्रनत भी अनतर्थयों को भेंट की गई। संस्थान के संस्थापक 

ननदेशक श्री ववजयदत्त श्रीधर (पद्मश्री स ेसरमाननत) का ववशेष आभार। 

यायावर हदवस 2026: पद्मश्री डॉ. श्याम शसिं िशि िी स्मनृत में राष्रीय आयोजन 

पद्मश्री िॉ. श्याम शसहं शशश फाउंिेशन एवं ररसचि फाउंिेशन 

द्वारा संववधान क्लब ऑफ इंडिया, नई ददकली में ‘यायावर 
ददवस–2026’ का गररमामय आयोजन ककया गया। इस 

अवसर पर ‘कनेक्ट इंडिया इंस्पायसि’ राष्रीय अशभयान का 
औपचाररक शुभारंभ ककया गया। इस अशभयान का उद्देश्य 

शोध, स्वास्थ्य सेवा, मदहला सशल्क्तकरर्, कौशल ववकास, 

रोजगार सजृन तथा सांस्कृनतक संरक्षर् के क्षेरों में ववशभन्न 

संस्थाओं एवं समुदायों के बीच सहयोग को बढ़ावा देना है। 
कायिक्रम में सीसीआरटी के अध्यक्ष श्री ववनोद नारायर् 

इंदरुकर मुख्य अनतर्थ रहे। िॉ. अचिना गुप्ता एवं िॉ. 
ननकोलेटा इओआना र्चउफुडियन ववशशष्ट अनतर्थ के रूप में उपल्स्थत रहीं, जबकक श्री मामाद ूडियाक्टे तथा श्री आर. के. 

भटनागर (पूवि आईएएस) सरमाननत अनतर्थ के रूप में शाशमल हुए। कायिक्रम में एस. एस. भाकरी, श्री नारायर् कुमार, श्री 
दीन दयाल अग्रवाल, श्री शशव शकंर अवस्थी, श्री ववजय गौर, श्री राकेश पांिेय, सुश्री ननर्ध वमाि, श्रीमती सुनीता शसहं, श्रीमती 
स्नेहलता राठी, सूयाांश, िॉ. आलोक कुमार शसहं, श्री अरववदं बख्शी तथा श्री मननदंर सदहत देश-ववदेश के अनेक ववद्वानों, 
नीनत-ननमािताओं, लेखकों, शोधकतािओं एवं सामाल्जक कायिकतािओं ने सहभार्गता की।  

कायिक्रम का कुशल मंच संचालन श्रीमती मनोरमा एवं सुश्री संस्कृनत शसहं ने संयुक्त रूप से ककया। फाउंिेशन की महासर्चव 

सुश्री संस्कृनत शसहं ने अपने संबोधन में कहा कक ‘कनेक्ट इंडिया इंस्पायसि’ का उद्देश्य शैक्षणर्क संस्थानों, उद्योग जगत, 

सामाल्जक संगठनों तथा जमीनी स्तर पर कायिरत समुदायों को एक साझा मंच पर जोडकर देशभर में सकारात्मक एव ं

स्थायी सामाल्जक पररवतिन को गनत देना है। कायिक्रम के दौरान फाउंिेशन की शोध एवं सांस्कृनतक पबरका ‘सभ्यता 
संस्कृनत’ का ववमोचन ककया गया। पबरका की प्रथम प्रनत ररसचि फाउंिेशन की सर्चव िॉ. ऋचा शसहं ने मुख्य अनतर्थ को 
भेंट की। इस अंक में शोध, सादहत्य, सांस्कृनतक ववरासत तथा समकालीन सामाल्जक ववषयों पर कें दद्रत लेख प्रकाशशत ककए 

गए हैं। इस अवसर पर ‘यायावर सरमान–2026’ आददम जनजानत ववकास सशमनत के श्री रववकांत झा को जनजातीय 

समुदायों के ककयार्, उत्थान एवं सशल्क्तकरर् में उनके उकलेखनीय योगदान के शलए प्रदान ककया गया। यह सरमान 

श्रीमती लीलावती, धमिपत्नी पद्मश्री िॉ. श्याम शसहं शशश, के करकमलों द्वारा प्रदान ककया गया। कायिक्रम के अंत में िॉ. 
अशमत जैन ने धन्यवाद ज्ञापन प्रस्तुत ककया।  

इस आयोजन का सहयोग चार्क्य वाताि, सीएसआर ररसचि फाउंिेशन, एआरएसपी, इंटरनेशन गुिववल सोसायटी ऑफ 

इंडिया तथा नेचर व्यू फाउंिेशन ने ककया। आयोजकों ने बताया कक ‘कनेक्ट इंडिया इंस्पायसि’ आगामी वषि के शलए फाउंिेशन 

का प्रमुख राष्रीय अशभयान होगा, ल्जसके अंतगित शोध सहयोग, मदहला नेततृ्व, स्वास्थ्य जागरूकता, युवा कौशल ववकास, 

रोजगारोन्मुखी कायिक्रम तथा सांस्कृनतक संवाद से जुडे ववशभन्न कायिक्रम देशभर में आयोल्जत ककए जाएंगे। 
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आईसीसीआर छात्र आगंतुि िायणक्रम िे अंतगणत बांग्लादेिी हिदंी ववद्याचथणयों ने आजाद भवन में 
किया सांस्िृनति एवं िैक्षणर्ि संवाद 

भारतीय सांस्कृनतक संबंध पररषद (आईसीसीआर) के छार आगंतुक कायिक्रम 2026-27 के अंतगित बांग्लादेश के ढाका 
ववश्वववद्यालय के इंस्टीट्यूट ऑफ मॉिनि लैंग्वेजेज़ (आईएमएल) से आए 25 दहदंी ववद्यार्थियों एवं संकाय सदस्यों के 

प्रनतननर्धमंिल ने नई ददकली ल्स्थत आज़ाद भवन में आईसीसीआर की महाननदेशक के. नंददनी शसगंला के साथ एक 

संवादात्मक सर में भाग शलया।  

संवाद के दौरान महाननदेशक ने भारत और बांग्लादेश के ऐनतहाशसक, सांस्कृनतक तथा भाषाई संबंधों को और अर्धक सुदृढ़ 

बनाने में युवाओं और भाषा की महत्त्वपूर्ि भूशमका पर प्रकाश िाला। उन्होंने कहा कक भाषाई एवं सांस्कृनतक आदान-प्रदान 

दोनों देशों के बीच आपसी ववश्वास, समझ और मैरी को नई ऊजाि प्रदान करता है तथा भावी पीदढ़यों को साझा सांस्कृनतक 

ववरासत से जोडने का प्रभावी माध्यम है।  

संवाद सर के उपरांत आईसीसीआर के ववदेशी शोधार्थियों के साथ एक  पररचचाि का आयोजन ककया गया। इस अवसर पर 
बांग्लादेश से आए प्रनतभार्गयों ने अपने अनुभव साझा ककए तथा भारतीय भाषा, संस्कृनत और शशक्षा से जुडे ववववध ववषयों 
पर ववचार-ववमशि ककया।  

इस संवाद ने प्रनतभार्गयों के बीच सांस्कृनतक सौहादि, परस्पर समझ और अंतरराष्रीय मैरी को और अर्धक सुदृढ़ बनाया। 
कायिक्रम में यह ववश्वास व्यक्त ककया गया कक आईसीसीआर की ऐसी पहलें भववष्य के वैल्श्वक ववद्वानों के बीच दीघिकाशलक 

शैक्षणर्क एवं संस्थागत सहयोग, भाषाई सराहना तथा भारत-बांग्लादेश सदहत ववशभन्न देशों के बीच सांस्कृनतक संबंधों 
को और अर्धक मजबूत बनाने में महत्त्वपूर्ि भूशमका ननभाती रहेंगी। 

बांग्लादेश के दहन्दी पढ़ने वाले छारों ने सादहत्य अकादमी, जवाहरलाल नेहरू ववश्वववद्यालय, ददकली ववश्वववद्यालय, 

बनारस दहन्द ू ववश्वववद्यालय, तथा केन्द्रीय दहन्दी संस्थान, आगरा के दहन्दी ववद्वानों और प्राध्यापकों के साथ दहन्दी 
अध्ययन-अध्यापन के बारे में भी ववचार-ववमशि ककया।  
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