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INDIA-JAMAICA TIES GET MAJOR BOOST DURING JAISHANKAR VISIT
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External Affairs Minister (EAM), Dr. S. Jaishankar, paid an official visit to Jamaica from 2-4 May 2026.
This was the first-ever bilateral visit by an External Affairs Minister of India to Jamaica.

During the visit, EAM called on Dr. Andrew Holness, Prime Minister of Jamaica, and held delegation-level
talks with Kamina Johnson Smith, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade. The discussions reviewed
the entire gamut of bilateral relations and identified new avenues for cooperation.

Three Memoranda of Understanding were signed in the areas of health cooperation, solarisation of The
Hugh Lawson Shearer Building, and broadcasting. Both sides also reviewed the status of implementation
of existing agreements in digital transformation, culture, sports, and digital payments, and emphasised the
importance of ensuring tangible outcomes. Both sides acknowledged the completion and handover of the
“Improving Rural Livelihoods” project in Kitson Town under the India—UN Development Partnership
Fund, implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), which has directly benefited over
200 Jamaicans.

India reaffirmed its support to Jamaica’s recovery following Hurricane Melissa. EAM handed over 10
BHISHM emergency medical units and announced the supply of 30 dialysis units, along with 40 fishing
boats with engines, 200 GPS devices, and related equipment. Both sides also explored the feasibility of
establishing an Artisan Empowerment Hub in Jamaica to support livelihoods under the India—CARICOM
development partnership framework.

Both sides discussed expanding cooperation in priority sectors including healthcare, infrastructure,
digitalisation, agriculture, education, tourism, and capacity building. India reiterated its commitment
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through enhanced ITEC training slots, particularly for defence training from 6 to 34 slots. They also
discussed capacity building with ICCR scholarships, and digital learning platforms such as E-Vidya Bharati
and iGOTKarmyogi. They also agreed to strengthen trade, investment, and business linkages, including
mobility of skilled professionals.

The two sides reaffirmed close coordination in multilateral fora, including on issues relating to the Global
South, climate justice, climate finance, and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). India appreciated
Jamaica’s support for its candidature for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council for 2028-29.
Both sides condemned terrorism in all its forms and reiterated the need for early finalisation of the
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).

During the visit, EAM visited the Indian Arrival Memorial at Old Harbour and, along with Prime Minister
Andrew Holness, jointly unveiled a plaque for the India-gifted electronic scoreboard at Sabina Park. He
announced contribution of JMD 2 million for celebration of India Arrival Day on 10 May 2026. He also
interacted with the business community and members of the Indian diaspora, and participated in a public
conversation at the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus.

The visit marks an important milestone in further strengthening India—Jamaica relations and enhancing
bilateral and regional cooperation.

JAMAICA CELEBRATED 181°" ARRIVAL DAY OF INDIAN INDENTURED
LABOURERS
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Hon’ble Minister Olivia Grange and High Commissioner H.E. Mr. Mayank Joshi graced the celebration of
the 181st India Arrival Day at Chedwin Park, Jamaica, organized by National Council for Indian Culture in
Jamaica, Ministry of Culture, Gender, Entertainment & Spot — CGES and High Commission of India,
Kingston, the event saw participation of over 3000 Indo-Jamaicans, Indian diaspora and friends of India in

Jamaica, ===

The vibrant programme at Chedwin Park showcased the rich cultural heritage of the Indian community
through Indian and Indo-Jamaican cuisine, exhibitions, music, dance, and traditional performances.
Limelight was on scintillating music & dance by famous Veejay Ramakissson and Band & Reshma Silk
Ramlal, Chutney Queen from Trinidad & Tobago, Maharaja Sangeet Band, Clarendon Tassa Band, Ghoda
dance and others. The event also featured an exhibition highlichting the history and journey of Indian
arrival in Jamaica.




INDIA, SURINAME AGREE TO EXPAND COOPERATION ACROSS KEY
SECTORS

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar visited Suriname from May 6 to 7 and held wide-ranging
discussions aimed at deepening bilateral cooperation between the two countries.

Dr. Jaishankar co-chaired the 9th Joint Commission Meeting with Suriname’s Foreign Minister Melvin W.
J. Bouva. The two sides reviewed cooperation in defence, healthcare, energy, trade, agriculture, education,
culture, technology and infrastructure. India also offered soft loans under Lines of Credit for infrastructure
and strategic sector development projects in Suriname. During the visit, Dr. Jaishankar called on President
Dr. Jennifer Geerlings-Simons and met National Assembly Chairman Dr. Ashwin Adhin. The leaders
emphasized the importance of strengthening parliamentary and diplomatic cooperation. A major highlight
of the visit was the handover of the ‘Passion Fruit Processing Facility’ at MCP Agro N.V., established with
Indian grant and technical assistance. The project is expected to strengthen Suriname’s agro-processing
sector and improve value addition in agriculture. Dr. Jaishankar also paid tribute to the Indian community’s
historical roots in Suriname by visiting the Baba and Mai monument, the Mahatma Gandhi statue in
Paramaribo and the Lallarookh Museum. He inaugurated a week-long exhibition at the National Archives
showcasing the history of Indian migration to Suriname and addressed members of the Indian diaspora,
highlighting India’s transformation and development partnership with Suriname.

The visit reinforced the longstanding cultural and historical ties between India and Suriname while giving
fresh momentum to bilateral cooperation.

INDIA AND TRINIDAD & TOBAGO SIGN EIGHT AGREEMENTS DURING
JAISHANKAR VISIT
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External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar paid an official visit to Trinidad and Tobago on May 8 and 9,
during which the two countries signed eight agreements to strengthen bilateral cooperation.

Dr. Jaishankar held discussions with Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar on expanding collaboration in
infrastructure, healthcare, security, culture, digital transformation and capacity building. The agreements

signed during the visit covered tourism, solarisation projects, vector control, infrastructure upgrades at
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Nelson Island and the establishment of an Indian Chair on Ayurveda at the University of the West Indies.
In the presence of the Prime Minister, Dr. Jaishankar handed over the first batch of 2,000 laptops for
schoolchildren and inaugurated an agro-processing facility in Couva supported by Indian assistance.

»

HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA
PORT OF SPAIN

The Indian Diaspora in Trinid

The two sides also highlighted cooperation in healthcare and pharmaceuticals. Dr. Jaishankar and Prime
Minister Persad-Bissessar jointly inaugurated the National Prosthetics Centre in Penal following the
successful completion of a Jaipur Foot artificial limb fitment programme that benefited around 800 people.

During the visit, Dr. Jaishankar met parliamentary leaders, including Senate President Wade Mark and
House Speaker Jagdeo Singh, and discussed parliamentary cooperation. He also paid respects at the
Mahatma Gandhi Institute for Cultural Cooperation and visited the Dattatreya Mandir and Hanuman Murti
in Central Trinidad. Addressing members of the Indian diaspora, Dr. Jaishankar praised the contribution
and resilience of the Girmitiya community and highlighted India’s development journey.

Trinidad’s Indian-origin PM Kamla Persad-Bissessar said, “Indians in Trinidad are still called

'Coolies' in some places, but I feels NO shame in it.”

The visit is expected to provide fresh momentum to India—Trinidad and Tobago relations and further
strengthen cooperation between the two countries.

RAJNATH SINGH MEETS INDIAN DIASPORA IN BERLIN, HIGHLIGHTS
GROWING INDIA-GERMANY PARTNERSHIP

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh interacted with
members of the Indian diaspora in Berlin during his
official visit to Germany, describing the Indian
community as a vital bridge between the two nations.
Addressing the gathering, he said the nearly three lakh-
strong Indian community in Germany has played an

important role in strengthening bilateral cooperation in
trade, technology, education, healthcare and culture.
Rajnath Singh noted that under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, India’s global stature has risen
significantly and the world today listens to India with greater attention and respect. He urged the diaspora

to continue promoting India’s perspective globally and contribute towards deeper India-Germany strategic
and economic ties. The defence minister also highlighted that 2026 marks 75 years of diplomatic relations
between India and Germany. He said the partnership between the two countries is rooted in mutual trust,
democratic values and shared commitment to global stability. Singh encouraged members of the Indian
diaspora to remain connected to their cultural heritage while contributing to the development of their
adopted country. During his address, Rajnath Singh referred to India’s rapid economic growth, digital
transformation, thriving startup ecosystem and achievements in the space sector as examples of the
country’s growing capabilities. He added that defence and technology cooperation between India and
Germany is expected to expand further in the coming years, opening new avenues for collaboration.




INDIA LAUNCHES ANCESTRAL ROOTS INITIATIVE FOR 180-YEAR-OLD TRINIDAD
INDIAN DIASPORA

INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADE PROJECT OF NELSON ISLAND
OFFICIALLY INAUGURATED BY
THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
JHE HONOURABLE KAMLA PERSAD- BISSESSAR S.C., M.P.
IN THE PRESENCE OF
AFFAIRS MINISTER OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR

ORATION OF THE 181" ANNIVERSARY OF INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA

MAY 8, 2026

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said an archival cooperation agreement between India and Trinidad
and Tobago would help members of the Indian diaspora trace their ancestral roots and reconnect with
families. Addressing a gathering at the historic Nelson Island on 9 May 2026, Jaishankar recalled the arrival
of the first Indian indentured labourers in Trinidad and Tobago 180 years ago and paid tribute to their
“fortitude, determination and resolve” in building new lives under difficult circumstances. He said the
immigrants had carried with them their traditions, faith and way of life, adding that it was fitting for such
history to be preserved as a heritage site. Jaishankar said Prime Minister Narendra Modi attached high

importance to creating a database of the Girmitya community and conducting research on its legacy.
Referring to an MoU signed between the National Archives of India and Trinidad and Tobago, Jaishankar
said he hoped the agreement would help many people in the Caribbean nation in “tracing their ancestral
roots and reconnecting with their families in India”. He also noted that the Indian High Commission in

Trinidad and Tobago was receiving a growing number of applications for Overseas Citizenship of India
(OCI) cards after PM Modi announced the extension of OCI eligibility up to the sixth generation during
his visit to the country. “The number of OCI applications received by the High Commission is growing,
and it will be our endeavour to facilitate others who may not necessarily have access to the required
paperwork,” the minister said. He underlined New Delhi's efforts to preserve the legacy of the Girmitya
community, adding that India is working towards establishing a dedicated Girmitya Studies Centre on PM
Modi’s directions.

Jaishankar joined the launch of a Quick Impact Project for the upgradation of cultural heritage facilities at
Nelson Island with grant assistance from India. The project includes a memorial monument, creation of a
digital hub of historical data from the national archives and a digital audio-visual experience. According to
the website of the Indian High Commission here, approximately 143,000 indentured workers from the
Indian subcontinent migrated to Trinidad between 1845 and 1917. A vast majority of these Indian emigrants
came from northern India and Bihar. The descendants of those indentured workers, now in their fifth or
sixth generation, form nearly 40-45 per cent of the total population of 1.36 million (as of 2024), constituting
an integral patt of the country's economic, political, and social fabric, it states.




INDIAN DIASPORA IS BUILDERS OF MODERN GUYANA : PRESIDENT

President Irfaan Ali, in
address, paid tribute to
contributions of Indian
them as builders of
noted that Indian Arrival
remembrance of the
experience but also as a
multicultural  harmony
Representatives from the
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his Indian Arrival Day
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indentured labour
celebration of Guyana’s
and national  unity.
High Commission of

India and members of § e — v the Indo-Caribbean
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commemorations, reaffirming the historic and cultural bonds between India and Guyana. Messages of
solidarity and remembrance were shared throughout the Caribbean, where Indian Arrival Day is observed
in several nations

On May 5, 1838, the ships Whithy and Hesperus landed at Plantation Highbury, bringing the first 396 Indian
indentured laborers, known as the "Gladstone Coolies," to British Guiana. This day honors the 188th
anniversary of that journey, recognizing the immense contributions of nearly 240,000 Indians who atrived
between 1838 and 1917.

The day celebrates the heritage, endurance, and cultural contributions of Indo-Guyanese, who play

a vital role in Guyana's multicultural "One Guyana" society.

In 1838, the laborers travelled from India to Guyana following the abolition of slavery to work on

sugar plantations.

While many came from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, they arrived via the port of Kolkata.

The day marks the preservation of customs, food, and culture passed down over the last 188 years.
This day is a crucial part of Guyanese history, acknowledging the transformation of the country’s social and
economic landscape by its Indo-Guyanese community

AMB. KWATRA HAILS IIT DIASPORA ALUMNI IN CALIFORNIA

Amb. Kwatra at the IIT event / India in LA

Indian Ambassador to the United States, Vinay Mohan Kwatra said that the IIT diaspora alumni have
made exceptional contributions in driving entrepreneurship, research and leadership in both countries.
Addressing the IIT 2026 Global Conference held in Long Beach, California, from April 22 to 25, Kwatra
highlighted the deep ties between Indian and USA. The event, celebrating 75 years of IITs, was a global
gathering of visionaries, entrepreneurs, technologists and changemakers. It featured speakers including
Sadhguru, Jay Chaudhry, Guy Kawasaki and Vivek Lall, among many others.




The organizers described the event as an "opportunity to connect with over 2,500 leaders from around the
world and explore the future of innovation."

Kiwatra, who joined the event remotely, delivered the keynote address for the event. In his virtual address,
Ambassador Kwatra highlighted India’s rapid transformation under the vision of "Viksit Bharat 2047,"
emphasizing the nation’s strong economic growth, technological advancement, expanding innovation
ecosystem and rising global leadership.

In an X post, the Indian Consulate in Los Angeles said, "He (Kwatra) noted how India’s growth story is
creating new opportunities in manufacturing, digital economy, startups, clean energy, advanced research, a
growing semiconductors ecosystem, resilient and reliable global supply chain networks, stronger
international partnerships for mutual benefits, rising bilateral trade, and robust public service delivery that
is improving lives at scale." Hailing the IIT diaspora alumni as a "living bridge between India and the
United States," he also hailed the group for fostering new collaborations, enabling investment, and
connecting highly skilled talent that is shaping a shared future of technology and prosperity. He also
commended the IIT alumni community for its exceptional contributions in driving entrepreneurship,
research and leadership in both countries.

Highlighting what the community needs to do for India, he said, "With increased focus on technology,
manufacturing and increasing the skill intensity of India's skilled talent, your expertise would be absolutely
crucial in achieving many of these objectives." He continued, "Let this conference spark new collaborations
and recommit this extraordinary and highly skilled community of our IIT friends and colleagues to shaping
a future that serves both our nations well in their objectives."

WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2026: TOP 10 COUNTRIES RECEIVING
HIGHEST REMITTANCES; INDIA TOPS THE LIST

, . Y According to the latest World Migration Report 2026
- _—' » D o | released by the United Nations migration agency, the

~ > . B International Organization for Migration (IOM),
India received the highest remittances in the wotld in
2024. The country recorded inflows worth $137.67
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$100 billion mark in annual remittances. Remittances

\\ ‘ k . | refer to money or goods sent by migrants to their
Mg

families and communities back home. These transfers

play a major role in supporting households, especially
in developing countries. The World Bank tracks global remittance data using figures from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), although experts say the real numbers could be even higher because many transfers
made through informal channels are not fully recorded. India remained far ahead of every other country in
remittance inflows during 2024. The amount the country received has risen sharply over the years,
increasing from $83.15 billion in 2020 to $137.67 billion in 2024. The report also highlighted that India has
the world’s largest international migrant population, with millions of Indians living and working abroad,
particularly in countries such as the United Arab Emirates, the United States and Saudi Arabia. After India,
the top remittance-receiving countries in 2024 were Mexico, the Philippines, France, and Pakistan. France
ranked fourth on the list, although the report pointed out that much of its inflow comes from salaries
earned by people who live in France but work across the border in Switzerland, rather than traditional
household remittances. On the sending side, high-income nations continued to dominate global remittance
outflows. The United States remained the world’s largest source of remittances in 2024, with more than
$100 billion sent abroad. Saudi Arabia followed with over $46 billion, while Switzerland and Germany
recorded outflows of around $40 billion and nearly $24 billion, respectively. The report also discussed the
cost of sending money internationally. Under sustainable development goal (SDG) 10.C, countries aim to
reduce remittance transaction charges to below 3 per cent for sending $200. However, global costs still
remain much higher than the target. Sub-Saharan Africa continued to have the highest remittance transfer
charges in 2023, where the average cost stood at nearly 8 per cent — more than twice the SDG goal. South
Asia recorded the lowest average cost at around 5 per cent, followed by East Asia and the Pacific at 5.78
per cent, while Latin America and the Caribbean remained close to 5.9 per cent.
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Rank
1

Country (2020)

India
Mexico
Philippines
France
Egypt
Pakistan
Bangladesh
China
Germany

Nigeria

Country (2024)
India

Mexico
Philippines
France
Pakistan
China
Egypt
Bangladesh
Guatemala

Nigeria

Remittance amount (2020)

$83.15 billion
$43.98 billion
$34.88 billion
$29.98 billion
$29.60 billion
$26.09 billion
$21.75 billion
$18.88 billion
$18.82 billion

$17.21 billion

Remittance amount

(2024)
$137.67 billion

$67.64 billion
$40.28 billion
$38.78 billion
$34.91 billion
$31.41 billion
$29.56 billion
$27.60 billion
$21.64 billion

$21.30 billion

IN THE MEMORY OF H.E. CHANDRIKAPERSAD ‘CHAN’ SANTOKHI
A HOMAGE GATHERING AT PRAVASI BHAWAN, ARSP PAID TRIBUTE

The H.E. Chandrikapersad ‘Chan’ Santokhi was fondly
remembered at a solemn homage gathering held on
April 20, 2026 at Pravasi Bhawan, New Delhi, where
members of Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
paid heartfelt tribute to his enduring legacy and
distinguished leadership. The gathering brought

together dignitaries, scholars, and well-wishers who
reflected on his valuable contributions towards
strengthening cultural ties, promoting the Indian
diaspora, and fostering friendship between India and
Suriname. The occasion was initiated by floral tributes
and expressions of gratitude for his inspiring life
dedicated to public service, harmony, and international

cooperation.

In his opening remarks and welcome address, Shri
Shyam Parande, Secretary General, ARSP, said that H.E.
Chandrikapersad ‘Chan’ Santokhi will always be
remembered as a visionary leader who strengthened the
bonds of friendship between India and Suriname
through his wisdom and commitment. In mourning his
loss, we also celebrate a life devoted to peace, progress,
and international friendship.

Shri Mukesh Agarwal, Sr. Vice-president, ARSP said that
President Santokhi was more than a statesman; he was a
unifier. In a diverse society like Suriname’s, he promoted

harmony among ethnic groups, drawing from his own
multicultural roots. Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary Director, ARSP, remembered H.E. Santokhi’s
unparalleled contribution in the development of Suriname. As a leader of Indian origin in a country where
nearly 27 per cent of the population traces its roots to Indian indentured labourers, Santokhi played a key
role in deepening ties with India across sectors such as trade, energy and culture. He was conferred the
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman and had also attended the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas as a chief guest. Of Indo-
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Surinamese heritage, Santokhi’s oath-taking ceremony in 2020, delivered in Sanskrit, a first for a Surinamese
President, symbolised the strong cultural connection with India and celebrated the country’s significant
Indian-origin population descended from 19th-century indentured labourers.

Shri Sharad Kumar, former director, Indian Culture Centre, Suriname, talked about President Santokhi’s
great admiration toward India. He shared many instances during his time in the embassy where he met
President Santokhi. One time, President Santokhi came into the embassy unannounced and discussed
several issues including relations with India. Shri Somveer, former director, Indian Culture Centre,
Suriname, remembered their good terms with His Excellency and Shri Sunil Kumar Singh, Senior
Programme Director, Indian Council for Cultural Relation (ICCR) talked about the time when he was in
Guyana and met with President Santokhi. Shri Sanjay Bhalla, Vice President, ARSP, said that His
Excellency’s unwavering commitment to justice, progress, and harmony made him a respected leader and
an inspiration to many. Amb. Sushil Singhal, Sr. Vice-president, ARSP, said, “Through his leadership,
President Santokhi strengthened the voice of the Indian diaspora and deepened the historic ties between
nations. We remember him today with deep respect and gratitude for his extraordinary service to humanity.
He leaves behind a legacy of compassion, wisdom, and dedication that future generations will continue to
cherish.”

H. E. Sunaina Mohan, Acting Ambassador of Suriname in India, said, “Born in Lelydorp in the Wanica
district of Suriname, President Santokhi hailed from an Indo-Surinamese Hindu family and was the
youngest among nine siblings. His grandparents had migrated from Bihar as indentured labourers in the
19th century. His father worked at the harbour in Paramaribo, while his mother was employed as a shop
assistant. Owing to his early career in law enforcement, he earned the nickname ‘Sheriff’.” Other members

of ARSP and Indian diaspora, joining online, also expressed their condolences for the untimely demise of
President Santokhi. Shri Anil Joshi, Joint Secretary, ARSP present the vote of thanks by saying that under
the leadership of President Santokhi, the nation pursued bold economic reforms, strengthened international
partnership, and prioritised sustainable development. Shri Amit Gupta, Joint Sectetary, ARSP was the

moderator of the event.

AHEAD OF SATYAJIT RAY’S 105TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY, ACTORS RECALL
WORKING WITH THE LEGEND

SATYAJIT
RAY

105

Ahead of Ray’s 105th birth anniversary, some of his actors and crew recalled their experience of working
with the legend at an event on 2 May 2026, organised by the British Deputy High Commission and the
UK’s Bengali diaspora. “It’s a belated celebration of the Bengali New Year. Since we are closer to Ray’s
birthday (May 2), it was most appropriate to felicitate Feluda’s Topshe, Siddhartha Chatterjee. The greatest
proof of Ray’s relevance is that youngsters are still watching Sonar Kella (which turns 52 this year),” said
Anirban Mukhopadhyay of the UK-based diaspora organisation Heritage Bengal Global Connect.

Andrew Fleming, British Deputy High Commissioner to East and Northeast India, said: “As we celebrate
Satyajit Ray’s timeless Sonar Kella, we are reminded of the strong living bridge between Bengal and the
UK. Initiatives like these by Heritage Bengal Global Connect are vital in strengthening these people-to-

e
9




people links, which sit naturally alongside the ambitions of the UK-India Vision 2035—bringing culture,
commerce and collaboration closer than ever.” Sitting beside him at the British Club was “Topshe”, who
has aged gracefully: “My experience working with jethu (Satyajit Ray) was great. One had to meet him to
know what he was made of. After Sonar Kella, I frequently visited him because I started enjoying his

company. There are so many things I remember about him, like never speaking a word in Bengali when he
was speaking English and vice versa. I don’t think I can refuse any occasion related to Ray.” Thespian
Ashok Mukherjee (85), who acted in Sonar Kella, said, “We live in the Ray era. After Tagore, he was the
greatest flag bearer of the Bengali cultural arena.”

Also present was the son and grandson of the Sound Engineer of the movie- Samir Majumdar- the grandson
Soumyajit is an acclaimed film director/ producer now, his most recent film being Debi Choudhurani.

WOMAN FROM HARYANA'S SIRSA JOINS ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE,
INSPIRES OTHERS

Neha Sahu, a 37-year-old woman from Ding Mandi in Sirsa
district, has become a logistics officer in the Royal Australian Air
Force, marking a milestone for the local community and inspiring
gitls in the region. Sahu, who has lived in Australia for neatly 15
years, began her professional journey as a primary school teacher,
teaching for almost a decade before pursuing her dream of joining
the Air Force. Her husband, Abhinav Sahu, has also been serving
in the Australian Air Force for the past 14 years. peaking to The
Tribune, Neha Sahu said her family, especially her 14-year-old
daughter and husband, provided crucial support throughout her
journey. “I wanted to challenge myself and step out of the conventional path. The intensive war-zone
training, which lasted three months, was the toughest part,” she said. The training, conducted at the Wagga

Wagga centre, involved weapons handling, rigorous physical drills and staying away from family. Sahu, who
completed her eatly education at DAV School and Satluj School in Sirsa, earned a degree in psychology
from Shah Satnam Ji Girls College. Reflecting on her upbringing, she said, “I come from a background
where gitls are expected to settle after basic education. I believe if girls dream big, even the sky isn’t the
limit. It is encouraging to see patrents in India now support their daughters’ ambitions, which will bring a
social change.” Her father, Rajmal Pachar, expressed pride in her accomplishment. “She has made the
family and the region proud. Her hard work has paid off,” he said. Residents of Ding Mandi echoed his
sentiments, calling Sahu’s achievement a source of inspiration for local gitls.

TWO INDIAN JOURNALISTS WIN PRESTIGIOUS PULITZER PRIZE FOR ART
REPORTING PROJECT

Two Indian journalists have won the prestigious
Pulitzer Prize for an art reporting project exposing
cybercrime in India. Anand RK and Suparna
Sharma, along with Natalie Obiko Pearson, were
announced as the winners in the Illustrated
Reporting and Commentary category for the report
they produced for Bloomberg. Aniruddha Ghosal, a
Hanoi-based reporter, was a winner in the
International Reporting category for an investigation
into the US Border Patrol’s secret use of mass-
surveillance tools originally created in Silicon Valley
and further developed in China. The series also exposed its use by China and other countries. The Pulitzer
Prizes, highest journalism awards in the US, are administered by Columbia University’s Graduate School
of Journalism.
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