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Mauritius — My Second Home

First Visit

Fifteen years ago in August 1973,
along with about 650 passengers, |
sailed from Bombay to Mauritius in
"Akbar" of the Shipping Corporation of
India. The occasion was the 12th
International Conference of Arya
Samaj being held in Mauritius where,
along with three other journalists, |
went to cover the historic Conference
for the Indian Press.

Till then, | had read some books on
Mauritius and heard stories from
Mauritians coming to India, who said
that it was a jewel in the Indian Ocean.
The climate was very good and the
people hospitable. They had special
love and regard for persons from
India, the land from where their
forefathers migrated as indentured
labourers under very difficult
conditions.

A journey by sea was the first and it
may be the last for me. It took full eight
days to reach Mauritius from Bombay.
One could see nothing but water all
around. No other ship was in view, and
not even a bird was seen anywhere.
The ship was chartered by the
Sarvadeshik Arya Pratinidhi Sabha
(International Aryan League) and they
had instructed the captain of the ship
not to show any films as it was against
their 'Principles." Sea sickness-
vomiting and headache, was the
common ailment from which people
suffered. One family from Bharatpur
was sick all the eight days. We tried to
make the best use of the ordeal by
organising conferences of poets,
poetesses, intellectuals and what not.
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It was on the eighth day that some of
us sighted the Mauritius island. We
were all overjoyed; our suffering was
to be over and ultimately we reached
Port Louis harbor. The local Arya
Samaj leaders came on the ship to
welcome us. We were told that we
would have to sleep in our cabins in
the ship itself during our stay in
Mauritius as there was no place in the
country at that time to accommodate
650 persons.

Buses were arranged at the port site
and we were all taken to the venue of
the conference. It was a great surprise
to most of us as we could not find any
difference between ourselves and the
local people participating in the
conference. The women folk were
mostly in sarees. They were all singing
the bhajans, reciting the same
Mantras and infact doing everything
that we do here in India. It was very
exciting. They were very happy to
receive us mostly with tears in their
eyes. They were meeting 650 persons
from different parts of India - the land
which most of them had not seen but
only had a faint memory of what they
had heard from their forefathers, who
had migrated to Mauritius in search of
"gold".

This was my first visit to this beautiful
country. | tried my best to meet as
many persons as possible besides
covering the conference and sending
cable to India. | met Shri Mohanlal
Mohit, the father figure of Arya Samaj
Movement and many others. The
conference was inaugurated by Sir
Abdoor Raman Osman, the then
Governor-General of Mauritius. The
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then Prime
Minister Dr. Sir
Seewoosagar
Ramgoolam
was out of the & Baleshwar Agrawal
country and in his absence the acting
Prime Minister Sir Abdool Razak
Mohamad gave his blessings. Shri K.
D. Sharma, the then Indian High
Commissioner and Sir Gaetan Duval,
Lord Mayor of Port Louis, and many
others participated in the conference

| could get a good idea of Mauritius as |
could visit some of the places in
different parts of the country. The
beaches were very neat and clean and
the sea water very calm with coral
reefs all around the island. The white
sand on the beaches was also an
attraction for the tourists from various
countries.

As soon as the conference was over |
returned to Delhi by air to save time
and circulated a detailed report of the
conference.

Second Visit

Mauritius was celebrating its 10th
Anniversary of Independence on the
12th March, 1978. The Mahashivratri,
the 'National' festival of Mauritius, was
also being celebrated in the first week
of March that year. The Antar-
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad received
an invitation from Mauritius to send a
delegation to participate in both
Mahashivratri and 10th Anniversary of
Independence. When we reached
there, we were received at the airport
and taken to Continental Hotel in
Curepipe. We were fortunate to
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—
participate in the Mahashivratri
celebrations, the memory of which we
all cherish even today. Ganga Talab,
the main attraction, was very crowded.
About A hundred thousand people had
assembled there to take water from
the Ganga Talab for doing Pooja next
day in the temples in their own
villages. It was a sight to see Late Dr.
Seewoosagar Ramgoolam, the then
Prime Minister of Mauritius, joining the
procession of persons carrying holy
water and walking for a few furlongs.
The next day Mahashivratry was
being celebrated all over the country -
the biggest attraction was the famous
Shivala in Triolet- Sir Seewoosagar
Ramgoolam wearing a dhoti and
offering sacred water on the
Shivalingam. A few years later Sir
Seewoosagar Ramgoolam
inaugurated the International Aryan
Conference at Alwar in India. In
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Mauritius the Arya Samaj and Sanatan
Dharam adherents participate in each
others' functions. Shri Ramnath
Jeetah, former Information Minister of
Mauritius, took me round the entire
country in his new car. | could
complete the 'Pradakshina’ (going
round the country) by car just in a few
hours. The foundation stone of
Swastika temple was laid by Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the then Foreign
Minister of India and who was leading
an official delegation to participate in
the 10th Anniversary of
Independence. | could meet Shri
Aneeroodh Jagnauth and Smt.
Sarojini Jagnauth in the temple
function; | also met Shri Jagnauth later
on in his chamber in Port Louis. He
was the then leader of opposition and
President of MMM (Mauritian Militant
Movement). We were all invited to a
grand dinner at Maharaja Hotel by Shri
Vissoo Ramphul, Chairman Swastika,
where we discussed as to how best
the ARSP could help the Swastika in
the construction of the temple. We
offered them marble for the temple
floor and some idols, these were duly
sent.

Third Visit

After an interval of five years, | visited
Mauritius in June 1983. At that time,
neither there were any celebrations
nor there was any invitation. In fact the
political conditions in Mauritius were
very fluid. The elections held in June
1982 had upset the political set-up.
The Labour Party was completely
routed. Even, Sir Seewoosagar
Ramgoolam, the then Prime Minister,
was defeated at the polls. A United
front of MMM and PSM (Party
Socialist Mauritius) of Shri Harish
Boodhoo swept the polls, capturing all
the 60 seats from the mainland. The
new Government was headed by Shri
Aneeroodh Jagnauth, President of the
MMM and Shri Harish Boodhoo of the
PSM became the Deputy Prime
Minister. Shri Paul Berenger, leader of
the MMM was the new Finance
Minister. The new team carried on the
work of the government for about six
months, when differences cropped up
between Mr. Paul Berenger and Shri
Harish Boodhoo. Paul Berenger
resigned as Minister in October. Two
days later he was persuaded to take

back his letter of resignation. The
matter came to a head in February
1983 and Shri Paul Berenger with his
supporters resigned from the
Government to put pressure on the
Prime Minister to accept their line of
action. The Prime Minister on the other
hand, because of the support of Shri
Harish Boodhoo and on the advice of
Dr. Sir Seewoosagar Ramgoolam,
stood firm and accepted the
resignations and then later on in the
month of June, dissolved the House.

My visit was at this critical hour of
Mauritius. | stayed with Shri Vijay
Madhoo, an old friend of mine (now
adviser to the Finance Minister) and in
two weeks time interviewed almost all
the top political leaders of the country.
Dr. Sir Seewoosagar Ramgoolam,
Shri Anerood Jagnauth, Shri Gaitan
Duval and Shri Harish Boodhoo were
coming nearer and ultimately formed
the Alliance. Shri Paul Berenger was
so sure of his success that he went on
threatening directly and indirectly the
officials of the government. In the
general election of 21st August 1983,
the Alliance got 41 seats with 51 per
cent votes and the MMM got 19 seats
with 46 per cent votes. Shri Harish
Boodhoo stuck to his stand and
agreed to become the Chief Whip of
the ruling Alliance of the three parties
MSM, PMSD and the Labour Party.

During this visit of mine, | developed a
very close friendship with Shri
Dhandev Bahadur, Vijay Madhoo,
Suryadev Bisassur, Shri Rajnarayan
Gati, all of Human Service Trust and
Smt. Sarita Boodho, Shri Harish
Boodhoo, Shri Ram Kissoon Jeetah
and many others. During the two
weeks of my stay in Mauritius, | could
hardly have my dinner and lunch at the
place | was putting up. Smt. Chinta,
the wife of Shri Vijay Madhoo, was so
nice and hospitable but my friends
arranged my lunch and dinners at
different places on different days to
enable me to meet a cross-section of
the people. This brought me very close
to the dedicated band of youths, who
were working for the progress of the
country selflessly. | started feeling that
Mauritius is not a foreign country; this
view was further strengthened during
my subsequent visit over the following

few years.
(To be Continued)
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The 12,000 Persons of Bharatiya Descent
IN Belize, CenTral America

A Pan Caribbean virtual public
meeting on the topic “The 12,000
persons of East Indian descent in
Belize, Central America: Embracing
the challenges of maintaining their
ancestral roots in a multi-ethnic
society.” was hosted by the Indo-
Caribbean Cultural Centre (ICCC) on
20th September, 2020

Curlette Ramclam-Palacio, a resident
of Toledo and the President of the
Yellow Ginger Festival of Belize; Dr.
Albert Williams, an Associate
Professor of Finance and Economics
at Nova South-eastern University in
South Florida; and Sylvia Gilharry
Perez, the Founder and President of
Corozal Organization of East Indian
Cultural Heritage (COEICH) were the
speakers.. The discussant was Dr.
Kumar Mahabir, an Anthropologist
and former Organization of American
States (OAS) Fellow. Sylvia Gilharry
Perez provided the following overview
of the history and present status of the
East Indian community in Belize.

The only English-speaking country
in Central America

Belize, the only English-speaking
country in Central America as well as
the only Central American member of
CARICOM [Caribbean Community], is
an 8,867-square-mile tropical
paradise tucked in the heart of
Caribbean basin, and bordered by
Mexico (North) and Guatemala
(South-West). It is home to a multi-
ethnic population of over 300,000
people approximately with 3.9%
(12,452) persons of East Indian
(Bharatiya) descent.

The East Indian population in Belize
are indirect descendants of
immigrants from Bharat. Many
Belizeans mistakenly refer to any one
from Bharat as “Hindus” or “Coolies”.
Considered a derogatory term,
“Coolie” means a paid servant of East
Indian descendent. The term “Hindu”
really refers to a person of the Hindu
faith, the dominant religion of Bharat.
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In contrast to Trinidad, Guyana,
Suriname, Jamaica and other former
West Indian British colonies which
recruited indentured Bharatiya
labourers directly from the then
British India, Belize has never made
such a request for Bharatiyas.
Between 1872 and 1890, over 3,000
Bharatiya labourers from Jamaica
voluntarily relocated themselves to
Belize to work in the sugarcane,
timber and banana industries. East
Indian coffee workers from Guatemala
also joined them in Belize, formerly
called British Honduras.

Queen Charlotte Town was home to
Bharatiyas

The first arrivals named one of their
villages in Belize, “Calcutta” and later,
a football team “Bengals.” East
Indians proved to be industrious and
thrifty and showed the propensity to
save their earnings and invest in
entrepreneurial activities.

Queen Charlotte Town (named after
the wife of the British King George IIl)
was home to the majority of
Bharatiyas until it was destroyed by
the historic hurricane in 1931. The
survivors were dispersed to other
districts.

Plantation owners encouraged their
workers to use English language for
fear that the East Indians would plot
against them in their native language.
As a result, few Indic words remain,
the majority being specific to
Bharatiya food.

Bharatiyas were placed to work
alongside other ethnic groups, and
prejudices were eroded and mixed-
marriages ensued with Creoles,
Garifuna and Maya Indians. This
mixing prevented Bharatiyas in Belize
from retaining much of their cultural
practices. More Bharatiya men than
women were also recruited which led
to more out-marrying. Their traditional
religion of Hindu Dharma and Islam
weakened because of the absence of
religious and cultural leaders as well

25 Dr. Kumar Mahabir

as the nonexistence of mandirs and
mosques. Belize was also too far
away from Bharat for travel and
spiritual connectivity.

Retentions of culinary dishes, curry
and kheesas (folktales)

However, remnants of traditional
culture remain in the form of culinary
dishes, curry and kheesas [folktales].
There is also the retention of the Who-
Seh-Me-Seh dance which was part of
the Shiite Muslim commemoration of
Muharram. However, it has been
recreated in a Christian version in
commemoration of the Ark of
Covenant with the battle of Hassan
and Hussein — grandsons of Prophet
Muhammed — substituted for the fight
between two brothers, Cain and Abel
inthe Bible.

Bharatiyas still maintain their cultural
ties to agriculture for home
consumption, with surpluses sold in
the market.

People of Indian Origin (P1O) in Belize
now face the imminent danger of
disappearance as an ethnic group,
now numbering just 12,452 or 3.9% of
the total population of 300,000. This
tragic trend could be stemmed by
conducting educational outreach
programs to revive and strengthen
Bharatiya culture. A dating electronic
service with members of the Indian
Diaspora in the Caribbean should also
be introduced. There is also a need for
more networking with other cultural
organisations in the region.

In 2014, COEICH was the main
convener of a Conference on the
Indian Diaspora in Belize and the
wider Caribbean. The National
Institute of Culture and History (NICH)
was one of the sponsors. East Indians
continue to embrace the challenges of
retracing the footsteps of their
ancestors. As they embark on this
journey to reclaim and revive their
traditions, they cherish the values
deeply embedded in their ancestral
practices. O




INdian IdenTiTy of Roma CommuniTty in The
Light of Historical Evidences

| would like to shed updated !
scientific light on some important
studies devoted to the Romani
people, as conducted by
European scholars since 15"
century. After a number of
references to this Indian origin
from 1422 to 1636, and practically
150 years of hiatus, a systematic

linguistic comparison by Johann =

Christian Christoph RduUdiger,
professor atthe German university
of Halle in 1782, pointed to the
undisputable origin of the Romani
language back to the languages of
East India (“East India” was the name
of India in his time, as to distinguish
from West Indies — or Antilles Islands).
He concluded that the language of the
Roma and Indians are the same and
Roma together with the Indians
constitute one people.

Nonetheless, Indian origin of Roma
became widespread and drew due
attention following the publication by
German Cultural Historian, Heinrich
Moritz Gottlieb Grellmann (1783) after
one year. In his pioneering work- “Die
Zigeuner”, he proposed the
hypothesis that acknowledges the
origin of Romain India. He argued that
the language of Roma (gypsies), their
names, the constitution of their
bodies, their customs and religious
practices corroborate that there was
no country in the world where these
traits and attributes possibly met but
with those of India, (His Dissertation
on the Gipsies). He opined, Roma and
the inhabitants of India closely
resemble one another in complexion,
face and shape. Fortune-telling and
premonition particularly by Roma
God-men/women, were practiced all
over the European countries, but the
singular kind of prognostication,
professed by Roma for an instance,
Chiromancy referring to the presumed
prediction of a person's future
including happiness or unhappinessin
marriage and wealth or destitution in
life, etc., is nowhere identical but to
thatin India.

Two significant steps were
assumed in the 1920s:

1. John Sampson established in his
seminal book, “The language of the
Gypsies of Wales”, published in 1923,
that Rroma have left India and crossed
Iranian countries “as a single group
and speaking one common
language”.

2. Fouryears later, in 1927, Sir Ralph
Turner defines the centre of Northern
India as the departure point of Rroma
as well as intimates the close
connection of Romani with Braj Hindi
in his “The Position of Romani in Indo-
Aryan”.

Later in 1989, Hancock's new
linguistic research postulates a
realistic date of the departure of Roma
from India. Notwithstanding, the
important milestone occurred in 1989
when an Egyptian Scholar, Abdelali
Alami translated into French the Kitab
al-Yamini, a war chronicle, primarily
written by Sultan Mahmud's secretary,
Abu Naser al-'Utbi, which reports the
dislocation of proto-Roma from
Kannauj in winter 1018-1019. This
translation work gave a new direction
to the Romani studies, as a result in
1998, Prof. Eric Meyer of the INALCO
who suggested a connection between
the origin of the Roma and Kannauj by
means of French translation of a
passage in Kitdb al-Yamini and
accelerated the research in this field,
and subsequently led to the
publication of Courthiade's article
“The Origins of the Rromani People,

&5 Md. Zameer Anwar

¥ Chronicles and Legends” which
delineated the circumstances of
this exodus on the synthetic and
critical basis of all previous
researches.

| We can even find some allusions
~ to Romani journey from Kannauj
as early as the 19th century: Sir
Richard Francis Burton (1821-
1890) — the Captain of East India
Company suggested a possible
link of migration and dispersal of
Roma from India in early 11th century
during the invasion of Sultan Mahmud
Ghazni. The other strong reference to
the migration of Roma from north India
during the invasion by Mahmud
Ghazni appears in the book “The
Gypsies” by Charles Godfrey Leland
(1882). Earlier references, as those in
1830 by in Colonel John Staples
Harriot's “Observations on the
Oriental Origin of the Romnichal, or
Tribe miscalled Gypsy and Bohemian”
p. 531: “Kanoji is another class of
Gypsies, who are said to be equally
formidable as their brethren”.

In fact, some other scholars also had
mentioned in their works the possible
participation of Mahmud Ghazni to the
displacement of the Roma. For
example as early as 1984 Adam
Bartosz (Polish Researcher) had
mentioned Mahmud of Ghazni's
possible role in this exodus. In 1987,
Dr. Rajko Djuria wrote, in his book
“The Roma's Migration”: “Wanting his
city to attain the look and splendour of
the cities of Central and West Asia,
Mahmud, according to historians,
brought a large number of skilled
craftsmen, artisans and builders from
India”.

Other Rromani researchers, such as
Prof. lan F. Hancock (in “The Roads of
the Roma” — Hatfield: University of
Hertfordshire Press, 1998 - p.15-16)
also suspected independently a link
between this exodus and the terrible
Razzias (or raids) perpetrated by

-
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Sultan Mahmad of Ghazni into
Northern India. He also investigated
the chronology of the exodus from the
linguistic point of view and his
conclusions are a significant step
forward in respect of earlier vague
references and conjectures.

Independently, “theswPolish
anthropologist Lech Mréz had come
intuitively to a similar conclusion: ‘I

consider it likely that the Rroms'
ancestors arrived in Iran in the time of
Mahm(d of Ghazni, as a result of his
raids upon India” (1992:40). However,
in lack of access in a European
translation to the whole content of the
Kitab al-Yamini — especially the
chapter devoted to the capture of
Kannauj and the subsequent
dislocation of its population, these
authors could not substantiate more

precisely their suppositions.

| conclude by saying “Roma are the
flowers of India, whose fragrance
scattered across the world. Why i say
because Kannauj is the Perfume
Capital of India, as it had mastered the
art of capturing the delicate smell of
the fresh rain on dry soil into a perfume
many years ago, and this is place,
turned out to be the cradle of Roma”. []

Priyanca Radhakrishnan New Zealand's
FirstT—Ever Kiwi INdiaN MIiNiSTER

P 'Sty talin. _c.a
Radhakrishnan
became New
Zealand's first-ever
Indian-origin minister
after Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern
inducted five new
ministers into her
executive on 2 November, 2020.

Born in India, Radhakrishnan, 41,
went to school in Singapore before
moving to New Zealand to further her
education. She has spent her work life
advocating on behalf of people, whose
voices are often unheard, women

survivors of domestic violence, and
migrant workers who have been
exploited.

She was elected first as a Member of
Parliament belonging to the Labour
Party in September2017.1n 2019, she
was appointed the Parliamentary
Private Secretary to the Minister for
Ethnic Communities. Her work in that
area has helped her build the base for
her new role of Minister for Diversity,
Inclusion and Ethnic Communities. In
addition to this, she has become the
Minister for the Community and
Voluntary Sector and Associate
Minister for Social Development and

Employment. Radhakrishnan, who is
from the 2017 intake of new MPs, is a
minister outside of the Cabinet. She
lives in Auckland with her husband.

Announcing the names of the new
ministers, Prime Minister Ardern said:
"l am excited to be bringing in some
new talent, with first-hand experience
in the areas that they will be working
in, and reflecting the New Zealand that
elected us on the 17th of October. This
is a Cabinet and an executive that is
based on merit but also happens to be
incredibly diverse".

INdiAN—ORIigGiN Academic Srikant DATAR TO
become New Dean of Harvard Business School

Indian-origin academic Srikant Datar
is set to become the second
consecutive dean of Harvard
Business School hailing from India.
The Arthur Lowes Dickinson
Professor of Business Administration
and the senior associate Dean for
University Affairs at Harvard Business
School will lead the prestigious 112-
year-old institution from January 1,
2021.

Datar, an alumnus of Mumbai
University and [IM Ahmedabad, will
succeed Nitin Nohria, another Indian-
American. Datar will be the 11th dean
of the prestigious school that is
counted amongst the top business
schools in the US and the world. Since
joining the faculty in 1996, Datar has
held a series of key positions, as the
School's senior associate dean
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responsible for
faculty recruiting,
facul ¢ty
development,
executive

education,‘ ‘
research, and

currently for University affairs.

™

‘I am in equal measure humbled and
honored to take on this role," said
Datar. "Harvard Business School is an
institution with a remarkable legacy of
impact in research, education, and
practice. Yet the events of the past
year have hastened our passage to an
unforeseen future.”

Datar received his bachelor's degree,
with distinction, from the University of
Bombay in 1973. A chartered
accountant, he went on to receive a

postgraduate diploma in business
management from the Indian Institute
of Management, Ahmedabad, before
completing a master's degrees in
statistics (1983) and economics
(1984) and a PhD in business (1985),
all from Stanford University.

From 1984 to 1989, he was an
assistant professor and then
associate professor at the Carnegie
Mellon Graduate School of Industrial
Administration, where he was
honoured with the George Leland
Bach Teaching Award. From 1989 to
1996, he served on the faculty of the
Stanford Graduate School of
Business, where he rose to become
the Littlefield Professor of Accounting
and Management and was recognised
with the school's Distinguished
Teaching Award. O




Bangladesh Invites Indian PM To Join
72071h Independence CelebraTions

India's neighboring country
Bangladesh has invited Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to join the 50
years celebrations of its
independence on 26th March 2021.
Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen disclosed this when the
newly appointed High Commissioner
of India Vikram Doraiswai made a
courtesy call on him in Dhaka. Dr.
Momen said Bangladesh and India will

celebrate Bangladesh's 50 years of
independence together next year. He
hoped that Prime Minister Modi will
join in the celebrations in Dhaka. A
virtual meeting between the Prime
Ministers of India and Bangladesh is
also likely to take place later this year.
Bangladesh's Foreign Minister said
the existing relations between
Bangladesh and India have set an
example for the world by resolving

bilateral issues through dialogue and
discussions. He referred to land and
maritime boundary issues as an
example in this context. Earlier, Prime
Minister Modi was scheduled to visit
Bangladesh to join the birth centenary
celebrations of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. But the visit was
canceled due to the Corona
pandemic. O

Kamala Harris: The Inspiring Story of MaNny Firsts

Known as the
"female Obama", the
first time Senator
Kamala Harris has
scripted history by
being elected as the
Vice President of the
United States. Harris
is known for many firsts. She has been
a county district attorney; the district
attorney for San Francisco - the first
woman and the first African-American,
and also the first person of Indian-
origin, to be elected to the position.

Harris was born to two immigrant
parents: a Black father and an Indian
mother. Her father, Donald Harris, was
from Jamaica, and her mother,
Shyamala Gopalan, a cancer

researcher and civil rights activist from
Chennai. After her parents divorced,
Harris was raised primarily by her
single mother. She says that her
mother adopted the African-American
culture and brought up her two
daughters - Kamala and her younger
sister Maya - in it. Harris grew up
embracing her Indian culture, but
living a proud African-American life.
She often joined her mother on visits
to India.

Harris attended college in the US,
spending four years at Howard
University, which she has described
as among the most formative
experiences of her life. After Howard,
she went on to earn her law degree at
the University of California, Hastings,

and began her career in the Alameda
County District Attorney's Office. She
became the top prosecutor for San
Francisco in 2003, before being
elected as the first woman and the first
black person to serve as California's
attorney general in 2010, the top
lawyer in America's most populous
state. In her nearly two terms in office
as the attorney general, Harris gained
a reputation as one of the rising stars
of the Democratic Party. She was
elected as California's junior US
senatorin 2017.

Kamala Harris has also been actively
associated with the ARSP's diaspora
outreach and has also attended a
conference organised by Antar-
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad. O

Condolence Message

Centre for Roma Studies and Cultural
Relations (CRSCR) is extremely sad
to learn of the demise of Dr. Rajko
Djuric on 3rd November, 2020, who
was a Serbian Romani Writer, Poet,
Philosopher and Academic. He
dedicated his life for preservation and
promotion of Romani language and
culture. He was elected the President
of the International Romani Union in
the fourth congress of the IRU in
Warsaw in 1990. He participated in
2nd World Roma Cultural Festival in
Chandigarh, India in 1983. His poetry
and writings vividly reflect the close
ties of Roma with Indian homeland.
We believe that Romani people would
remember his rich legacy and
illustrious contribution to the
betterment of the community.

Given below are excerpts from one
of his celebrated poems:

An rromani shib dikhOl sar e ile
kacetenéar peren

vi sar e raja an aehonutesqi angali
oeilesearroven.

E rromani aehib si sehib e phuviqi, e
eikaqi

savieéar si kerdo manuce;
Khanaseseéar si e rromani aehib
Devleséar si e rromani eehib.

English Translation:

In the Romani language, we can see
hearts falling from the trees and men
sobbing out of the cold in the arms of
the moon. The Romani language is the
language of the earth, of the mud from
which man was created;

Language of nothing
Language of God.

On behalf of the CRSCR-ARSP, we
wish to extend our heartfelt
condolences and deepest sympathies
to his family, relatives and friends. We
pray to God to let the departed soul
Restin Peace. O

OBITUARY

It is grieved to learn that one of the
senior and active members of ARSP,
Shri Roshan Lal Aggarwal Ji drew his
last breath on 30th September, 2020.
He had cordial relation and long-
standing friendship with Shri
Baleshwar Agrawal Ji. Both of them
together went on several national and
international tours. O
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INdiaN—ORigiNn OncoplasTtic SurRGEON
Named Ourstanding Young Person 2020

Dr Jajini Varghese, a
UK-based Indian-
origin plastic surgeon,
has been named an
'Outstanding Young
Person of the World
2020"' by a non-profit
NGO for her
"incredible" scientific
contributions to diagnosing and
treating breast cancer.

The 39-year-old Consultant in
Oncoplastic Breast Surgery at Royal
Free Hospital and University College
London is one of 10 nominations from
the UK for the international award,
which honours outstanding young
people under the age of 40 every year
from across 110 countries for

extraordinary accomplishments in
various fields.

Varghese has been recognised in the
"Medical Innovation" category for
making it her personal mission to
attempt to restore the lives of millions
of women affected by breast cancer
and will be presented with the award at
a ceremony at the 2020 Junior
Chamber International (JCI) World
Congress in Yokohama, Japan, in
early November.

The JCI, a global leadership
organisation which provides personal
and professional development
opportunities to young leaders aged
18 to 40, praised Varghese for
adopting strategies to prevent breast

cancer by offering early screening for
women in developing countries.

Varghese's work has won her other
awards, including the top prize at the
Association of Breast Surgery
Conference and UK Radiology
International Congress.

She currently lectures on the UCL
Athena Programme, encouraging
women to take up a surgical career,
and has mentored several doctors to
hold leadership roles in their chosen
fields. O

Indian-origin
philanthropist
Harish Kotecha
has been
awarded the
prestigious
Sandra Neese
Lifetime
Achievement
Award in
recognition of
his work in the
US for meeting
the needs of
children and
youth experiencing homelessness.
The lifetime achievement award from
the National Association for the
Education of Homeless Children and
Youth (NAEHCY) was presented to
Kotecha, whois founder and president
of Hindu Charities for America
(HC4A), atits 32nd annual conference
on October 9, a statement said.

Sandra Neese Lifetime Achievement
Award is presented annually to honour
people who have worked tirelessly to
ensure that all children may have what
most take for granted: safety, shelter,

INdiaN—ORriGiNn Philanthropist Wins
Lifetime Achievement Award iNn US

and a future and
that young
people without
shelter may find
the promise of
tomorrow.

NAEHCY's
Board of
Directors were
impressed with
"'y o u r
(Kotecha's)
ability to
transform a
singular movement into a replicable
programme that now is established in
4 major cities," the statement said. In
her award letter to Kotecha, Jimiyu
Evans, president, NAEHCY wrote
that, "We are glad to have an advocate
like you in the field to meet the needs
of children and youth experiencing
homelessness - supporting and
encouraging academic success -
while implementing programme
coordination and community
collaboration."- PTI O

Burj Khalifa Displays
Mahatma Gandhi's Image

Images of Mahatma
Gandhi, the leader of
India's freedom

movement, were
displayed on Dubai's
Burj Khalifa on 2

October, 2020 as a
tribute on his 151st
birth anniversary.

My e Gl nfdeir al 0
Consulate in Dubai
telecasted live through its social

media pages a special programme on
"Relevance of Gandhi's message in
the 21st century" followed by a LED
projection on Burj Khalifa. The show
was jointly organised by the Indian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi, the Consulate
and Emaar Properties. Images of
Gandhi and the Indian flag were
beamed on the world's largest LED-
illuminated facade.

Meanwhile, Consulate officials are
also holding a cleanliness drive in the
premises of the mission. With the
support from the Indian community,
151 trees will be planted on different
sites to mark the occasion. The annual
debate for students, held under the
patronage of the mission at GEMS
Our Own Indian School, will be
organised online due to Covid-19.
Essay writing and drawing
competitions are also being organised
for students - IANS
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India No 2 iN Readiness for COVID-19 Vaccines

It may take three to four years to
manufacture enough vaccines to cover
the world's population, but high-income
countries and a few middle-income
countries with manufacturing capacity
such as India, have already purchased
nearly 3.8 bn doses of the potential
vaccine candidates. India has used its
manufacturing capability to pre-order
600 million doses of the Coronavirus
disease vaccine and is negotiating for
another billion doses, enough to
vaccinate at least half the population,
according to a new global analysis of

advance market commitments for
experimental vaccines till October. Most
experimental Covid-19 vaccines require
two doses. The figures are second only
to the US, which has pre-ordered 810
million confirmed doses and has another
1.6 billion under negotiation. According
to the Duke Global Health Innovation
Centre, who led the analysis, In terms of
numbers of confirmed doses, the USA
has pre-ordered the largest number,
followed by India, and the European
Union. But in terms of percent of the
population covered by confirmed

purchases, Canada has pre-purchased
enough vaccines to cover 527% of their
population, followed by the UK's 277%
of their population. According to the
Union health ministry, India is producing
vaccines to protect the world against
Covid-19 and will ensure its own citizens
are protected as well. The governmentis
committed to protecting the health of its
citizens, so all measures have been
taken to ensure that adequate doses of
the vaccines are made available. |

PM Modi says India a1 Forefront of COVID-19 Vaccine Development

In a virtual keynote address at the
inaugural function of Grand Challenges
Annual Meeting 2020 on 19th October,
the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that India is now at the forefront of
vaccine development for COVID-19,
and that more than 30 indigenous
vaccines are being developed in the
country and three of them are in an
advanced stage. He asserted that India
is already working on putting a well-
established vaccine delivery system in
place. He said, this digitized network

along with digital health ID will be used to
ensure the immunization of the citizens,
and thanks to a people-powered and
people-driven approach, India kept its
COVID-19 death rate very low. The
Prime Minister said, India is witnessing a
decline in the number of cases per day
and in the growth rate of cases. He said,
India has one of the highest recovery
rates of 88 percent. It happened
because India was one of the first
countries to adopt a flexible lockdown
when the total cases were just a few

hundred. He said, beyond COVID too,
India is known for its proven capacity to
produce quality medicines and vaccines
at low cost. The Prime Minister
emphasized that more than 60 percent
of the Vaccines for Global Immunisation
are being manufactured in India, and
with India's experience and research
talent, we will be at the center of global
healthcare efforts. India wants to help
other nations enhance their capacities in
these sectors.

Indian AmericaN Women Say Kamala Harris
Makes Them Feel Accepred, Proud and Hopeful

As Democratic U.S.
Sen. Kamala Harris
became vice president-
e Welc it X AN _ail gnl
Mahadevan, an attorney
in Clayton, expressed
S N *n§ NEr joy saying, "finally,
Nalini Mahadevan here is a woman whose
mother came from my part of the world,
and reaching the pinnacle is just

fantastic.”

Mina Kini, a diversity
and inclusion director
from Mumbai said
Democratic U.S. Sen.
Kamala Harris is
inspiring women of color
nmmmmm—— 10 take on positions of

Mina Kini nower. "Three key
barriers were broken. One was the
barrier of a glass ceiling because we
now have the first woman vice president
for the United States. Secondly, the
bamboo ceiling as an Asian American
and the concrete wall that African
Americans and the Black communities
face even today, that was broken," Kini
said.

Kini came to the U.S. from Mumbai,
India, in 1992 to reunite with her
husband, who arrived earlier, and to
pursue a doctorate at Texas A&M
University. After receiving her degree,
she worked in the healthcare field for
years, moving to St. Louis two years ago
to work for SSM Health as director of
diversity and inclusion. She said Harris'
victory speech made her emotional
because Harris could open the door for
Indian women and other women of color
to be more successful.

Immigration attorney Nalini Mahadevan
also sees Harris' win as a game-changer
for women of color. She grew up in India
when it had a female prime minister,
Indira Gandhi, so seeing role models at
home was nothing new for her. When
she arrived in St. Louis from Mumbai,
she quickly noticed that American
women did not have that same power.

Mahadevan has been in St. Louis since
1984. She said she is impressed by
Harris, who did not come from a political
family but ascended on her own merit.

| St. Louis University's
incoming business
school dean, Barnali
Gupta, said the
election of Democratic
U.S. Sen. Kamala

Harris will open doors
for women of color.
"Kamala Harris will be
sort of the guiding light of God that will
inspire so many generations of leaders,"
Barnali Gupta said.

Barnali Gupta

ST NN t, anta
Thanjavuru, the
only female partner
ant her
anesthesiologist
firm, said "l do feel
a national
belonging more
incorporated into
the community, by
having more of a
Sunitha Thanjavuru say so in the
community and | feel like we are being
accepted, we are being recognized, our
voices are being heard." [l
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
congratulated Seychelles' Wavel
Ramkalawan on his historic win in the
Presidential and Assembly elections
and said that he looks forward to
strengthening ties with the country.

"Felicitations to H.E.
@wavelramkalawan on his historic
win in the Presidential and Assembly
elections in Seychelles. We look
forward to a strengthening of the close
and traditional relationship between
India and Seychelles under his
leadership," PM Modi said in a tweet.

It is the first time since 1977 that the
opposition has taken power in
Seychelles with incumbent President
Danny Faure getting 43 percent votes
to 54 percent of Wavel Ramkalawan.
"In this election, there are no losers,

"

there are no
winners- our
country was
given the
opportunity as
the ultimate
winner,"
Ramkalawan
said after
winning the presidential elections in
his seventh attempt.

PM Modi also congratulated the
people of Seychelles for the conduct
of free, fair, and peaceful election.
"Congratulations to the people of
Seychelles for the conduct of free, fair,
and peaceful elections. This is a
victory for democracy, a common
value that binds India and
Seychelles," the Prime Minister said in
another tweet.

PM Modi Greers Ramkalawan on his Historic
WiN IN Seychelles PresidenTial Elections

He also congratulated the people of Seychelles for the conduct of free and fair elections

India and Seychelles share a cordial
bilateral relationship and the
engagement has evolved over the
historical contacts and continuous
support to Seychelles for its security,
even as our bilateral trade remains
moderate. Seychelles and India have
worked very closely on defense
cooperation as the island nation is
India's ally in the Indian Ocean. In
June 2018, PM Modi had extended
$100 million credit to Seychelles for
the development of its defense
capabilities.

In 2015, PM Modi visited Seychelles
and it was his first visit to any country
in the Indian Ocean region. It was
seen as a trip reaffirming India's
primacy in the Indian Ocean region
against the backdrop of growing
Chinese aggression. |

Ever since the Indian missions
opened an e-registration service on
April 29 for Vande Bharat Mission, as
many as 635,000 Indians in the UAE
registered for repatriation under the
Mission and the number of
passengers who have traveled from
the United Aarab Emirates (UAE) to
India has reached 633,000 as of
October 31. Meanwhile, more than
222,000 travelers have flown to the
UAE from India since July 12, as the
Indian ambassador to the UAE Pavan
Kapoor said.

The daily air traffic between India and
UAE has gone up to 10,000 to 12,000
both ways since October, and bout
70,000 to 80,000 blue-collar workers
with valid visas who had gone home
during the pandemic were likely to
return when the situation improves,
revealed the Consul for Press,
Information, and Culture at the Indian
Consulate in Dubai Neeraj Agrawal to
Gulf News. Flights are being operated

Nearly 222,000 people have travelled to the
United Arab Emirates since May 6

under the Air Bubble agreement
between the two countries which has
been extended from October 31 to
December 31.

Dubbed as India's largest repatriation
mission, the Vande Bharat Mission to
repatriate Indian nationals stranded
in various countries after the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic has
crossed the 2 million mark. According
to details available till Thursday,
20.55 lakh (2.06 million) Indians had
been repatriated through different
modes under this mission, Ministry of

Vande Bharat Mission: Over 637,000
Passengers Travel from UAE 10 India

External Affairs Official Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said during the
weekly media briefing.

"More than 29.1 lakh stranded &
distressed citizens facilitated from the
time Vande Bharat Mission started on
6 May 2020. Continuing to reach out
with more air bubbles, flights &
destinations," said Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri in a
tweet.

According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, under phase 7 of the mission
which began on October 1, 1,057
international flights have been
operated by the end of that month,
repatriating an estimated 1.95 lakh
people. These flights are from 24
countries, including 18 with which
India has bilateral air bubble
arrangements, reaching 22 airports
across India.
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MEA Hopeful of 'Positive Resolution' Over
Pending Pay for INdian WoRrkers in Saudi Arabia

After, there were media reports of
Indian migrant workers from Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Odisha approaching the Indian
government over the unpaid end of
service benefits, the Indian embassy
in Riyadh has taken up the matter of
Indian workers in Saudi Arabia who
were reportedly not paid by the end of
the service by a private firm and they
are hoping for a positive resolution,

the Ministry of External Affairs said.
MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava on 23 October, 2020 said
all such cases, including the case of
286 Indian workers who were working
for a company in Saudi Arabia, are
raised by India's missions in these
countries with employers as well as
local authorities. "In this particular
case, this has been followed up by our
embassy and we are hopeful for a

positive resolution," he said during the
online media briefing. Asked about the
steps taken by the government to deal
with such cases, Srivastava said, "We
have a portal called 'Madad' where all
such cases, people who are affected,
can register their grievances. Our
missions and posts in these areas
proactively follow it up with concerned
authorities to getaresolution."-PTI [

2 Plus 2 Ministerial Dialogue: India,
US AgGree To Advance Defence CooperaTion

India and the US sign Basic Exchange Cooperation Agreement for Geo-Spatial Cooperation (BECA) on October 27.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
and Secretary of Defence Mark Esper
landed in New Delhi on 27th October,
2020 for the third edition of two-plus-
two ministerial dialogue which is
taking place at the time when India
and China are facing bitter standoff in
eastern Ladakh. The two top officials
of the Donald Trump administration

soon after arrival in India got engaged

in bilateral meetings with their
respective Indian counterparts S
Jaishankar and Rajnath Singh.

Expressing his happiness in hosting
US Secretary of Defence Mark Esper
at his South Block office, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh tweeted: "India
is delighted to host the US Secretary
of Defence, Dr Mark Esper. Our talks
today were fruitful, aimed at further
deepening defence cooperation in a
wide range of areas. Today's
discussions will add new vigour to
India-US defence relations & mutual
cooperation."

Giving details of the meeting between
the two ministers, the Ministry of
Defence maintained, "The two
ministers reviewed bilateral defence
cooperation spanning military to
military cooperation, secure
communication systems and
information sharing, defence trade
and industrial issues and also
discussed ways to take bilateral

cooperation forward."

Both ministers expressed satisfaction
at the close engagements between
the respective Armed Forces. "They
discussed potential new areas of
cooperation, both at Service to
Service level and at the joint level.
They called for continuation of existing
defence dialogue mechanisms during
the pandemic, at all levels, particularly
the Military Cooperation Group
(MCG). They also discussed
requirements of expanding
deployments of liaison officers," the
Ministry of Defence said. "The two
ministers expressed satisfaction that
an agreement of BECA will be signed
during the visit. The US Secretary of
Defence welcomed Australia's
participation in the exercise
MALABAR 2020," it added. "The
Raksha Mantri elaborated upon the
initiatives under the ATMANIRBHAR
BHARAT to encourage investments in
the defence industry in India and
invited US companies to make avail of

the liberalized policies and the
favorable Defence Industry
ecosystem in India," it further

maintained.

On the other hand, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar also held a
meeting with Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo at Hyderabad House in New
Delhi. Tweeting about it, the MEA
wrote: "Pleased to welcome Secretary
Pompeo. Taking our comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership forward."

Earlier in the day, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla held a
meeting with US Under Secretary of
State Brian Bulatao who is part of the
Secretary of State's delegation for the
two-plus-two ministerial dialogue.

Talking about the meeting, Ministry of
External Affairs' spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava tweeted: "Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
welcomed US Under Secretary of
State Brian Bulatao who is part of
Secretary of State Pompeo's
delegation for the 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue.

The two countries held their two-plus-
two ministerial dialogue on October
27, and signed the fourth and final
foundational military pact called Basic
Exchange Cooperation Agreement for
Geo-Spatial Cooperation. O
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AT UNSC, India Urges Concerned PaARTiES iN
Middle East 10 STOp SUppORT T0 TerroRrisT GROUPS

Encouraging peace-building in the
Middle East during the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) open
debate, India called on the concerned
parties in the region to completely stop
support to terrorist forces like the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) and others.

In a statement during the debate on
'The Situation in the Middle East',
India's permanent representative at
the UN, TS Tirumurti, urged all parties
to work constructively and in good
faith to promote peace, stability and
development for the benefit of all the
people in the Middle East.

"India has invested much in the peace
and stability of the region by deploying
its personnel as part of UN
peacekeeping forces, through

humanitarian
assistance,
development|
cooperation and §
capacity building,
and will continue
its contribution
towards peace-
building in the Middle East," the
statement read. "India calls on
concerned parties to completely stop
support to terrorist forces like ISIL and
others. India also urges all parties in
the region to work constructively and
in good faith to promote peace,
stability and development for the
benefit of all people in the Middle
East,"itadded.

Highlighting India's stand on
"interlinked and mutually reinforcing
challenges" faced by the people of the
Middle East, Tirumurti said that the

Covid-19 pandemic has only
"exacerbated the threats posed by
political instability, long-festering
conflicts, sectarian divides, issue of
refugees and terrorism".

Tirumurti also said that India urges
Israel and Palestine to resume direct
negotiations at the earliest. He asked
the international community to take
concrete steps towards resuming and
facilitating these negotiations quickly.

India also welcomed the agreements
for normalisation of relations between
Israel and UAE and Bahrain. Tirumurti
said that India has always supported
peace and stability in West Asia, which
is its extended neighbourhood. O

Indian Child Poverty Charity OFfers
Free School Meals in England

Akshaya Patra, Which Feeds Millions in Indla, Opens Ftrst of Three Planned Kitchens

A charity that feeds millions of poor
children in India has joined the drive to
end holiday hunger in England and
distributed its first meals from a new
kitchen in Watford.

Hot vegetarian dishes cooked for less
than £2 each using a model developed
to feed the hungry in cities such as
Mumbai and Ahmedabad were
dispatched to a school in north London
on Tuesday amid growing pressure on
the government to reverse its decision
not to fund free school meals this half-
term. Trays of hot cauliflower cheese
and mixed vegetable pasta cooked by
chefs working for the Akshaya Patra
charity, which produces 1.8m meals
for schools daily in India, were
collected by Kate Bass, the
headteacher of Mora primary school in
Cricklewood, from a purpose-built
kitchen designed to cook 9,000 meals
aday.

The charity is planning to set up similar
kitchens in Leicester and east London
and expects to keep delivering free
meals to schools in the Christmas
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holidays. "It might seem strange to
some that this model is imported from

India," said Bhawani Singh
Shekhawat, the chief executive of
Akshaya Patra. "But we are bringing a
tested model from a country that has
dealt with this problem with speed and
atscale.”

Campaigners said the expansion of an
operation developed to end child food
poverty in India in the UK was a sign of
how serious the problem had become.
"One can scarcely believe the new
methods communities are having to
deploy to protect children from hunger
and this is another example," said
Andrew Forsey, the national director of
Feeding Britain, which is lobbying the
government for a permanent increase

in universal credit payments and to
establish universal holiday activities
and afood programme.

The Akshaya Patra kitchen uses
steam cookery to keep levels of fat
low. The project's backers have
watched with concern at the contents
of some of the lunches being put
together by volunteers this week,
featuring crisps and sugary drinks. "It
solves the hunger problem, but not the
nutritional problem," said Shekhawat.
"It creates problems like juvenile
diabetes and coronaries.”

Sonal Sachdev Patel, the chief
executive of the GMSP Foundation,
the donor which funded the £500,000
kitchen, said: "The way this country
has responded is utterly amazing, but
[many small operations] isn't the
solution. "Hunger in the UK has been a
problem for much longer than this. The
solution is to bring in the technology
and innovation that India is already
using. They have a nutrition problem,
we have a nutrition problem, but they
are doing this already." O




His Majesty Grants Dashain Tika

His Majesty The King granted Dashain Tika to representatives of the Hindu Community
of Bhutan at the Devi Panchayan Mandir in Thimphu on 28 October 2020. Tika imbued
with Royal blessings have been sent to other dzongkhags for the people across the
country. His Majesty also offered prayers to the goddess Durga at the Mandir.

BHUTAN NEWS

Dashain is the most important festival for the Hindu community in Bhutan. On this day,
families come together to receive Tika from the head of the family, as a symbol of their
' blessings and protection. It celebrates the Dharma King Rama's victory over evil, by

invoking the blessmgs of goddess Durga. Hindus believe that His Majesty, as the Dharma King, is an embodiment on

Vishnu, as was King Rama.

His Majesty Concludes A Royal Tour of the
EnTire SouThern Region of Bhuran

His Majesty The King arrived in
Thimphu on 13 October 2020 from
Phuentsholing, concluding a Royal
Tour of the entire southern region
which began on 26th September.

In accordance with the COVID
protocol for travel from high risk areas,
His Majesty took the COVID test
before embarking for Thimphu, and
will remain in facility quarantine at
Zhiwaling Hotel for a week prior to
taking a second test. The Prime
Minister, Chairperson of the National
Council, and the rest of the entourage
accompanying His Majesty will also
follow the same protocol.

During the Royal tour, His Majesty
visited all the major settlements along
the southern border, from
Jomotshangkha in the southeast tip of
the country, Samdrup Jongkhar,
Nganglam, Panbang, Gelephu,
Sarpang, Lhamoyzingkha,
Phuentsholing, Samtse, Tashi Choling
and Tendruk- the southwest end of the
country.

His Majesty The King was in
Phuentsholing from 11th to
13thOctober. His Majesty met with the
Southern COVID-19 task force based
in Phuentsholing, which presented
updates and issues related to COVID-
19 to His Majesty. His Majesty also
granted an Audience to the frontline
workers from various agencies
working on the ground in
Phuentsholing.

On 12th October, His Majesty visited
the red-zone areas of Phuentsholing,
from where positive cases have

emerged as weII as the Mini Dry Port
where transshipment of import goods
takes place, and Rinchending, where
vehicles carrying goods to other parts
of the country are disinfected and
assigned a new driver.

While in Samtse from 9th October
onwards, His Majesty granted an
Audience to the Samtse COVID-19
task force. On 10thOctober, His
Majesty visited Tendruk and Tashi
Choling and granted Audiences to
DeSuups taking partin the 42nd batch
training programme, which started in 8
centres across the country
simultaneously from 5th October.

His Majesty expressed appreciation to
the trainees for having come forward
with great enthusiasm to play a more
active role in service of the nation, and
outlined the objective of the Desuung
programme, and how Desuups would
contribute to nation building, during
the pandemic and beyond.

Over 2,000 volunteers signed up for
the 42ndBatch Desuung training,
which includes modules on water
resource management in addition to
the regular Desuung training
programme. This special batch of
Desuung especially invited youth who

are currently unemployed.

His Majesty visited the Gyalsung
Training Centre site under
development in Jamtsholing, and also
met with the personnel on duty at
various points of entry (POE) along
the border in Samtse on 10th October.
Many of the frontline workers have
been working and living at their places
of duty continuously for several
months now.

On 11th October, His Majesty visited
the Mini Dry Port in Samtse, and later
granted an Audience to frontline
workers in Samtse before travelling to
Phuentsholing. His Majesty thanked
the frontline workers for their hard
work and endurance while working to
combat COVID-19, and encouraged
themto remain alert and resilient.

While in Lhamo Zingkha on 7th and
8thOctober, His Majesty granted
Audiences to the Lhamoyzingkha
COVID-19 task force, and students of
the Lhamoizingkha Central School.
His Majesty also visited shops and the
hospital in Lhamo Zingkha.

His Majesty visited Gelephu on 4th
October, and met with the students of
Norbuling Central School. While in
Gelephu, His Majesty granted an
Audience to the Sarpang COVID-19
task force, and visited the Thromde
CCTV surveillance centre, and the
Mini Dry Port, gate, and boulder
stockyard.

His Majesty also granted Audiences to
DeSuups of the 42ndBatch in
Jigmeling and Pelrithang. —
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—
Before Gelephu, His Majesty was in
Nganglam. His Majesty visited the
shops in Dungsam, and Sonamthang
Central School in Panbang along the
way.

His Majesty granted Audiences to the
students of Nganglam Central School
and members of the Pemagatshel
COVID-19 task force on 3rdOctober.
His Majesty reminded the officials that
as we work to combat the spread of
COVID-19, the well-being of the
people should be foremost in our
minds.

His Majesty also advised the local
government leaders that it was
important for our people living along
the border to understand well the
security measures in place and their
intent, so that communities
themselves can be part of our national
efforts to protect Bhutan from the
worstimpacts of the pandemic.

On 1stOctober, His Majesty arrived in
Jomotshangkha, the easternmost
dungkhag in Bhutan. His Majesty met
with the dungkhag COVID-19 task
force, and granted an Audience to
students of Jomotshangkha Middle
Secondary School.

His Majesty visited various POEs
along the border in Jomotshangkha
patrolled by Armed Forces and
DeSuups, and met with people living
near the border.

His Majesty also offered prayers at the
Bhairav Kund Mandir in
Jomotshangkha and visited the
Hospital.

Enroute to Jomotshangkha, His
Majesty granted Audiences to
students of Karmaling School, and the
Dungkhag COVID-19 Task Force

members in Samdrup Cholingg, and
visited the Gyalsung Centre site under
developmentin Pemathang.

On 30th September, His Majesty
granted an Audience to the Eastern
COVID-19 Task force and Dzongkhag
Task Force in Samdrup Jongkhar. The
team presented an update of the
situation and measures in place to
address COVID-19 and related
issues.

His Majesty visited the Thromde
control room which monitors border
movement, as well as Samdrup
Jongkhar main gate, and various
POEs into the country and the
Motanga mini dry port site. His
Majesty also granted an Audience to
students of Jigme Namgyel
Engineering College at Deothang.

Before arriving in Samdrup Jongkhar,
His Majesty The King granted
Audiences to the Task Force members
of Mongar and Tashigang and met with
students of Gyalpoizing College of
Information Technology and
Sherubtse College.

During the Audiences to students, His
Majesty said that being perceptive
about the future and preparing
ourselves accordingly will ensure our
success as individuals and as a
nation. To the younger students, His
Majesty described the qualities that
are necessary for success: grit,
curiosity, and good character. His
Majesty also encouraged students to
cultivate a habit of reading, and to use
the resources available to them to
seek knowledge beyond what is
taughtat school.

His Majesty's greatest concern,
conveyed to the COVID task force
teams, local leaders, and others
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working on the frontlines, is that in high
risk areas, where greater restrictions
are in place- including the border
closure that has significantly affected
economic activity and daily life, the
people should not suffer undue
hardship.

His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo
also visited the southern dzongkhags
on a special tour from 25th September
to 9th October, and entered a 7-day
quarantine in accordance with the
COVID-19 protocols, after taking the
COVID test and testing negative. His
Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo
visited Gelephu, Sarpang, Damphu,
Lhamoyzingkha, Phuentsholing, and
Samtse, and met with frontline
workers, COVID-19 task force teams,
students, 42nd batch Desuung
trainees, hospitals, shopkeepers, and
the people. His Majesty expressed
appreciation to the frontline workers
for their hard work, and encouraged
them to continue working relentlessly
to fight the pandemic. O

® PICTURE STORY -

29th October
2020: Her
R oy al
Highness
Princess
Eeuphelma
Choden
Wangchuck
married Dasho £
Thinlay Norbu &=

in a Royal §
Wedding * -
ceremony. The Royal Wedding was
held at Dechencholing Palace in
Thimphu. The Royal Couple received
the blessings of His Majesty The King,
His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo
and His Holiness the Je Khenpo. H|

]

December01 : Romania - National Day December 14 :

December01 : World AIDS Day December 16 : Vijay Divas

December02 : International Day of Abolition of Slavery  December 16 : Bahrain - National Day
December02 : LAOS - National Day December 16 : Kazakhstan-Independence Day
December02 : United Arab Emirates- National Day December 18 : Qatar-National Day
December04 : Indian Navy Day December22 : National Mathematics Day
December 10 : Human Rights Day December 25: Christmas

December 12 : Kenya-National Day December 30 : ENTMEEC)
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