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4t 10T HIATG THIATS D HIHE UT
Baleshwar Agrawal: His Dream o Unite Indian Diaspora

It will be befitting to say that Shri
Baleshwar Agrawal was an institution
in the service of humanity, having
dedicated and devoted his life as a
selfless person.

In 1984, | met him for the first time at
the 150th anniversary of Indian
Emigration in Mauritius. During the
reception at the residence of the
Mauritius President, Shri
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, | found a
person who was looking at me
smilingly. | just went to him,
introduced myself and in return
during our short conversation he told
me about his work and activities. He
wore a white shirt, Indian closed-
collar dark jacket and trousers. In the
course of our conversation, he told
me that he had heard about me. Over
tea sips, we talked about Indians
overseas and Indian politics. | got an
impression that it was his wish that
Indians, wherever they live, should be
united and feel “Indian”.

Whenever | visited India | met
Agrawalji in his small office at Bhagat
Singh Market, New Delhi. We always
discussed issues concerning Indians
overseas. Since there were two
groups of Indians, one belonging to
old colonial era and the other new
immigrants after Independence, we
created a term to address both Indian
communities as “Bharatvanshi”.
When Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas started
in New Delhi, Dr. Singhvi also used
the same term to address the Indian
Diaspora.

A majority of Indians in The
Netherlands are from the Dutch
plantation colony of Suriname, whose
forefathers migrated from Uttar
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Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal and other
states of North India. In 1863, when
Netherlands abolished slavery, many
plantations of sugar, coffee, cocoa,
etc. were deserted by the black
slaves. To restore the supply of
labour, Indians were recruited by
arkatiyas (recruiters) and sent to the
Dutch colony of Suriname (was also
known as Dutch Guiana) on a five-
year indentured Ilabour contract
system.

The Indians were called girmitiyas
(who have agreed to the contract).
The new Indian immigrants living in
Netherlands, on the other hand, left
India either to pursue higher
education or to get training in
industrial concerns. Many
commercial firms were already
working in India such as Philips,
Shell, Fokker and Unilever. In
Netherlands, unfortunately, these
Indian communities were living in
their own encapsulated world.
However, the feeling of being Indian
was a common emotional factor.

&5 - Prof. Mohan K. Gautam

In 1989, an international
organisation, the Global Organisation
of the People of Indian Origin
(GOPIO) was created and its first
convention was held in New York
from 28 August to 3 September. The
long-awaited dream of Baleshwar
Agrawal for a united transnational
Indian community became visible.
Unfortunately, GOPIO split into two
groups. One was perceived as NRI
dominated and the other was
perceived as PIO dominated.
Baleshwarji did not like this split. He
tried his best but could not persuade
the two GOPIOs to be united.

In November 1998, Agrrawalji
organized the first conference of
Parliamentarians of Indian Origin in
New Delhi. Again in February 2000,
he organized another conference on
the subject of PIOs' contribution to
the development of the countries
where they live. Both conferences
were represented by 40 countries,
inaugurated by Prime Minister, Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. In 2000, the
third conference was a big
celebration under the banner of the
sixth GOPIO convention in Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi. Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the Prime Minister, again
inaugurated and Overseas Indians
were given recognition by the
Minister of External Affairs, Shri
Jaswant Singh. In that conference,
the idea of PIO Card was also
mooted. The proposal was that
Indians could have a sort of dual
nationality. The PIO card will give
right to the Indian Diaspora to come to
India without the visa formalities.

Mr. Baleshwar Agrawal published a
—




book called, Pioneers of Prosperity,
which was edited by Mr. Sudarshan
Kumar and released in 2000. The
bulletin of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad was already in circulation
since 1987. ARSP also published a
few books under the title of Mother
India: Children Abroad. Some of the
books were on South Africa and Fiji
(1987), Guyana (1988), Sri Lanka
(1989), Indonesia (1990), Suriname
(1991), Malaysia (1992), Thailand
(1994), Trinidad and Tobago (1995),
Myanmar (1996), East Africa (1997)
and Australia and New Zealand
(2002), and so on. One of my papers
which | read in the Ramayan
Conference in Mauritius (1990) was
published in the book on Focus on
Suriname.

As it is known, Shri Baleshwar
Agrawalji hailed from Bihar, the state
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from where thousands of emigrants
were sent to the Dutch, French and
British plantation colonies. He was
always interested in finding
whereabouts of these Indians. He
dreamt of linking them with India, the
land of their forefathers. With this idea
he published the series Mother India:
Children Abroad. Fortunately,
together with Dr. Singhvi he got help
from Government of India in
recognizing the identity of the Indian
Diaspora. After the economic
liberalization (1992), the new policy of
the Government of India focused on
involving the Indian Diaspora to help
India by investing their capital,
technology and know-how.

In September 2000, with the approval
of the Prime Minister, the Ministry of
External Affairs formed a High-Level
Committee. The idea was to review
the issues and the role of the Indian
Diaspora. The Indian Diaspora was
divided into two categories, NRI
(Non-Resident Indians, who left India
after 26 Jan. 1950) and PIO (People
of Indian Origin, whose forefathers
left India as emigrants between 1834
to 1916). The committee members
were Dr. L.M. Singhvi (Chairman),
Member of Parliament and former
High Commission of United Kingdom,
Shri R.L. Bhatia, Member of
Parliament and former Minister of
State for External Affairs, Shri J.R.
Hiremath, Indian Foreign Service
(Retd.) and Shri Baleshwar Agrawal,
General Secretary of the Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad and
Shri J.C. Sharma, Secretary Ministry
of External Affairs (also worked as
Member Secretary of the HLC). In
2002, the High-Level Committee after
visiting and talking to the Indian
Diaspora communities in different
countries submitted the report to the
Prime Minister.

The HLC report recommended
observing the Pravasi Bhartiya Divas
(PBD) on January 9 each year to
mark the return of Mahatma Gandhi
to India from South Africa and to invite
the members of Indian Diaspora from
many countries; to organize a three-
day conference on various issues
related to Indian Diaspora and their
roots in India; to recognize the
eminent PIOs and NRIs, who have
contributed to the welfare of the
Indian communities in their
respective countries.

In 2003, the first PBD was organized
in New Delhi amidst enormous
commotion. In 2006, a new Ministry of
Overseas Indians was established.
Since then PBD has taken place in
New Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chennai and Jaipur. Together with
the celebrations, a two-day pre-PBD
conference of New York-GOPIO and
a one-day symposium of PIO-GOPIO
(mostly on 10 January) have taken
place. Agrawalji always participated
in such meetings. He felt immensely
proud when he found out that many
Indian members of the Indian
Diaspora were working on the
political canvas of their countries. In
2003, he was very happy to see a
number of Indians involved in the
political climate of their countries.
There were 300 Members of
Parliament, 65 Ministers and three
Prime Ministers and three Presidents
of Indian origin in the Indian Diaspora
countries.

Baleshwarji was very proud of the
5000-year old Indian civilization. He
maintained that India can help the
world through its cultural ideas,
norms and values. He was secular in
his thinking. He was an honest
person and straight forward. When he
visited Netherlands with his big Indian
contingent after the World Hindi
Conference in London, the PIO
community (Hindustanis) received
him with warmth and affection in
Amsterdam. Still PIOs talk about him
and his generous affection. Since he
was connected to Hindi language of
many PIOs, he also wanted that
Netherlands should have one of the
International World Hindi
Conference.

Baleshwarji had always been a loving
and nice person. He wanted to unite
the Indian communities. In a way his
dream has been realized but it still
has to be strengthened. It is
necessary to learn from his work and
create a globalized world of co-
existence; a Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakama, a global family, as
mentioned in the Rigveda, where
there are no discriminating
boundaries and all can live with
respectand love.

| pay my humble homage to the noble
soul.
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Democracy CaN Deliver - DemocrAacy
HAas Delivered : PM Narendra Modi

(English translation of the Prime Minister's address at the 76th session
of the United Nations General Assembly on September 25, 2021)

His Excellency Abdullah Shahid,
Hearty congratulations to you on
taking over the Presidency. It is a
matter of great pride for all the
developing countries and
especially the small Island
developing states to have you as
the President. Forthe last one and
a half years, the whole world has
been facing the biggest ever
pandemic in 100 years. | pay
tribute to all those who lost their
lives in such a terrible pandemic
and express my condolences to
the families.

| am representing a country which
has the distinction of being named
as the 'Mother of Democracy'. We
have had a great tradition of
democracy for thousands of years.
On this 15th August, India entered its
75th year of independence. Our
diversity is the hallmark of our strong
democracy. A country that has
dozens of languages, hundreds of
dialects, different lifestyles, cuisines.
This is the best example of a 'Vibrant
Democracy'. It is the strength of
India's democracy that a small child
who once helped his father at a "Tea
stall' at a railway station, is
addressing UNGA for the fourth time
today as the Prime Minister of India.
As the Chief Minister of Gujarat for
the longest time and then as the
Prime Minister of India for the last 7
years, | have been serving the
countrymen in the role of Head of
Government for 20 years.

And | am saying this from my
experience- Yes, Democracy Can
Deliver. Yes, Democracy Has
Delivered.Mr President,

Today is the birth anniversary of
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Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay ji, the
father of 'Ekatm Manavdarshan' .
'Ekatm Manavdarshan' i.e. Integral
Humanism. That is, the co-journey of
development and expansion from self
to collective.Expansion of the self,
moving from individual to the society,
the nation and entire humanity and
this contemplation is dedicated to
Antyodaya. Antyodaya is called
where no one is left behind, in today's
definition.

With this spirit, India today is moving
ahead on the path of Integrated,
Equitable Development.
Development must be all-inclusive,
all-touching, all-pervading, all-alible,
this is our priority. In the last seven
years, more than 430 million people
in India have been connected to the
banking system, who were so far
deprived of it. Today, more than 360
million people who could not have
thought of it earlier have also got
insurance coverage. By providing
free treatment to more than 50 crore
people, India has connected them
with quality health service. India has

made 30 million pucca houses,
homeless families are now
home-owners.

Polluted water is a big problem
notonly in India butin the whole
world and especially for poor
and developing countries. To
tackle this challenge in India,
we are running a huge
campaign to provide piped
clean water to more than 170
i million households. Big
organizations of the world have
recognized that for the
development of any country, it
is very important for its citizens
to have property rights of land
and house, that is, a record of
ownership. In the large countries of
the world, there are a large number of
people who do not have property
rights of land and houses. Today we
are engaged in providing digital
records of their homes and land to
millions of people by mapping them
with drones in more than 600000
villages of India.

This digital record is facilitating the
access of people to access to credit —
bank loans, while reducing property
disputes.Today, every sixth person in
the world is an Indian. When Indians
progress, the development of the
world also gets a boost. When India
grows, the world grows. When India
reforms, the world
transforms.Science and technology
based Innovations in India can
greatly help the world. Both the scale
of our Tech-Solutions and their low
cost are unparalleled.With our
Unified Payment Interface UPI, more
than 3.5 billion transactions are
taking place every month in India
today. India's vaccine delivery




platform Co-WIN, is providing digital
support for millions of vaccine doses
inasingle day.

a1 gzAteH - (Sewa Parmo Dharma)
India, which lives on the principle of
'‘Sewa Parmo Dharma', is dedicated
to vaccination development and
manufacturing despite limited
resources. | want to inform UNGA
that, India has developed the world's
first, the world's first DNA based
vaccine, which can be administered
to all people above the age of 12
years. Another m-RNA vaccine is in
the final stages of its development.
Scientists of India are also engaged
in the development of a nasal vaccine
for corona. Realizing its responsibility
towards humanity, India has once
again started distributing the vaccine
to the needy people of the world. |
also invite vaccine manufacturers
from all over the world today. Come!
Make Vaccine in India.Today we all
know that in human life, how
important is technology. But in the
changing world, Technology with
Democratic Values, it is also
necessary to ensure this. Indian-
origin doctors, innovators, engineers,
managers, be it in any country, our
democratic values, keep inspiring
them to be engaged in the service of
humanity. And we have seen this
even during this corona period.

The corona pandemic has also taught
a lesson to the world that the global
economy must be diversified more
now. For this, expansion of Global
Value Chains is necessary. Our
Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-reliant
India) campaign is inspired by this
spirit. India is becoming a democratic
and trustworthy partner of the world
for Global Industrial Diversification.
And in this campaign, India has
established a better balance in both
economy and ecology. You will
definitely be proud to see India's
efforts on climate action as compared
to big and developed countries.

Today, India is moving very fast
towards the target of 450 GW of
renewable energy. We are also in the
campaign to make India the world's
largest Green Hydrogen Hub.

We have to answer to our future
generations that when it was time to
take decisions, what were they doing
when they were responsible for
guiding the world? Today, the danger
of Regressive Thinking and
Extremism is increasing in front of the
world. Under these circumstances,
the whole world has to make Science-
Based, Rational and Progressive
Thinking the basis of development.
To strengthen the science-based
approach, India is promoting
Experience Based Learning. We
have opened thousands of Atal
Tinkering Labs in schools, built
incubators and developed a strong
start-up ecosystem. To
commemorate the 75th year of its
independence, India is going to
launch 75 such satellites into space,
which Indian students are developing
in schools and colleges.

On the other hand, with Regressive
Thinking, countries that are using
terrorism as a political tool have to
understand that terrorism is an
equally big threat to them. It is very
important to ensure that the soil of
Afghanistan is not used for spreading
terrorism and terrorist attacks. We
also have to be careful that no country
tries to use the delicate situation there
as atool for its selfishness motives. At
present, the people of Afghanistan,
the women and children there, the
minorities there, need help, and we
have to discharge our responsibility.

Our oceans are also our common
heritage. That's why we have to keep
in mind that we use the ocean
resources, and not abuse them. Our
oceans are also the life-line of
international trade. We have to
safeguard them from the race of
expansion and exclusion. In order to

strengthen the rule-based world
order, the international community
must speak in unison. The broad
consensus reached during India's
Presidency in the Security Council
shows the world the way forward as
far as Maritime Security is concerned.
India's great philospher, Acharya
Chanakya said centuries ago-Kalati
kramat kaal and phalam pibatti.
When the right work is not done at the
right time, time itself destroys the
success of that work. If the United
Nations has to keep itself relevant, it
has to improve its effectiveness,
increase its reliability.A number of
questions are being raised on UN
today. We have seen this during the
Climate and Covid crisis. The
ongoing proxy war in many parts of
the world- terrorism and the crisis in
Afghanistan have deepened these
questions. In the context of the Origin
of COVID and with regard to Ease of
Doing Business Rankings, global
governance institutions have
damaged their credibility built up by
decades of hard work.

It is essential that we constantly
strengthen the UN for the protection
of Global Order, Global Laws and
Global Values. | am concluding with
the words of Nobel Laureate,
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore ji sg‘l?r
FA-NA/A0 FERr M, 99 9|
et /8% e (Shubho Kormo-
Pothe/ Dhoro nirbhayo gaan, shon
durbol Saunshoy/hok auboshan)
That is, move forward fearlessly on
your auspicious path of action. May
all weaknesses and doubts be
eliminated. This message is as
relevant to the United Nations in
today's context as it is to every
responsible country. | am confident
that all of us will strive to enhance
peace and harmony in the world,
make the world healthy, safe and
prosperous.
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Separate & uneoual: Malaysian Indian Tamil prolerariar

&5 Prof. V Suryanarayan

The Malaysian government should realise that if one part is afflicted with a serious ailment,
the whole body would wither away unless it is immediately cured

There is hardly any country in the
world that does not have an Indian
element in its population. It could be
rightly said that the sun never sets on
the Indian diaspora. Among them,
Tamils form a substantial number: 8
million. They constitute an
overwhelming majority of the Indian
population in Sri Lanka, Malaysia and
Singapore; they are in good numbers
in Myanmar, Mauritius, South Africa,
Seychelles, Reunion Islands, Fiji,
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana,
Suriname, Australia, New Zealand,
Gulf countries, the US and Canada,
England, and European countries.

The Tamils try to retain their traditions
while at the same time adjusting to
the life of the host countries. Cultural
persistence and adaptation to new
surroundings are twin facets of these
dynamic groups. The achievements
of the Tamils are commendable. In
every sphere of life, they have
excelled, bringing fame to
themselves, their country of adoption,
Tamil Nadu and India. A few names
come to mind—Dr S Chandrasekhar,
Monty Naicker, S R Nathan, Kamala
Harris, Muthiah Muralitharan, Indra
Nooyi and Sundar Pichai. As Prime
Minister Vajpayee pointed out, “Few
people who have entered foreign
lands can claim such testimony.” It
would be simplistic to assume that the
hopes they entertain and the
problems they face are similar. It is
closely intertwined with the nature of
their migration, their numerical

ARSP BULLETIN * OCTOBER, 2021

numbers, their educational status
and above all, the majority-minority
syndrome in the host countries.
August 31 is Merdeka day
(independence day) in Malaysia.
During recent years, the country has
undergone a transformation. From an
agricultural country, it has
transformed itself into a
manufacturing hub. The social and
economic status of the indigenous
people, Malays, have risen high due
to affirmative action. The
economically powerful and culturally
exclusive Chinese retain their identity
and selfrespect due to self-help
measures. But the same cannot be
said of the Indian Tamil / 02:24
community. While the educated
middle class—Indian Tamils, Sri
Lankan Tamils, Malayalis, Punjabis
and Gujaratis—excel in their chosen
fields of medicine, engineering,
business and teaching, the
conditions of the Indian Tamil
proletariat are deplorable. It is drifting
from bad to worse. The Malay share
of corporate capital has gone up to
19.2%, Chinese 46.8% and the
Indians only 1.5%, the balance being
owned by foreigners. On the 64th
anniversary of the independence day,
when a stock-taking generally takes
place, the Malaysian government
should realise that if one part of the
body is afflicted with a serious
ailment, the whole body would wither
away unless itis immediately cured.
The large-scale migration of Tamil

Prof. V. Suryanarayan

workers took place during colonial
rule. Since the indigenous people
would not do the hard work of clearing
the forests, the colonialists turned to
Madras Presidency for cheap labor.
The Tamils were considered to be
docile, hard-working, cheap and not
troublesome. Their movement to
Malaya and other parts of the British
Empire was a saga of suffering.
Initially, the workers were birds of
passage, but gradually they became
permanent settlers. The British policy
led to the transplantation of a Tamil
Nadu village to Malaya. In his book,
The Return, the well-known
Malaysian Indian writer K’ S Maniam
has mentioned: During festivals, they
will decorate their houses with mango
leaves; during Thaipusam, they will
pray in the Murugan temple; they will
paint the bull horns on Thai Pongal.
When they go out on visits they will
not say ‘Il am going”, but “I am




coming”. The life of the plantation
workers had a rhythm; they were like
creepers around a tree, depending on
the management from birth to death.
With the disintegration of the
plantations and their conversion into
hotels, multi-storeyed buildings and

golf courses, the workers were
uprooted and had to migrate to urban
areas. They became urban squatters.
There was hardly any upward
mobility among them because they
never studied beyond the primary
level, where the medium was Tamil.
More tragic, they became
lumpenised and criminalised. Aliran,
the well-known Malaysian journal,
provided statistical details that make
for alarming reading. About 40% of
serious crimes in Malaysia are
committed by Indians; there are 38
Indian-based gangs with 1,800 active
members. During the last few years,
there has been a 100% increase in
the number of Indian gangsters;
Indians recorded the highest number
of those detained under Emergency
Regulations and banished to the
Simpang Renggam prison. In the field
of social woes, it is the same story. In
Kuala Lumpur, 14% of the squatters
are Indians. They have the highest

suicide rates; 41% of the vagrants
and beggars are Indians; 20% of the
child abusers are Indians, as are 14%
of the juvenile delinquents. The worst
tragedy of the community is the fact
that their political leadership has not
been able to protect their interests.
The history of the Malaysian Indian
Congress from 1946 to the present is
a story of infighting among leaders.
Starting with Thivy and Devaser,
and Sambanthan,
Sambanthan and Manickavasagam,
Manickavasagam and
Subrahmanyam, it makes for tragic
reading. Dr Mahathir, who was Prime
Minister of Malaysia for the longest
spell, is of Indian (Malayali) origin, but
it was during his stewardship that the
Tamil community suffered the most.
The only silver lining on the horizon
was the unprecedented rise of the
Hindu Rights Action Force (Hindraf)
to protest against the desecration of
Hindu temples. It was able to
demonstrate Makkal Shakti, adopted
Gandhian forms of struggle, brought
Kuala Lumpur to a standstill and
inflicted reverses on the Barisan
Nasional at federal and state levels in
the 2008 elections. Sections of the
Hindraf are now extending support to

Devaser

the government, but according to
perceptive observers, it has not been
able to do much for the upliftment of
the community. The living conditions
of the Indian Tamil proletariat should
be a matter of serious concern to the
government and people of Tamil
Nadu. In the famous film Parasakthi,
the script of which was written by N
Karunanidhi, Gunasekharan, the
hero, acted by Sivaji Ganesan, asks
the question: “Why are the waters of
Bay of Bengal saltish? It is because of
the tears of overseas Tamils”. There
are limitations to what Tamil Nadu can
do to influence Malaysia's domestic
politics, but we still can play a benign
role, especially in the field of
education and provision of technical
skills. As a first step, the Department
for the Welfare of NonResident
Tamils should prepare an in-depth
study and submit positive
recommendations.

(V Suryanarayan, Senior Professor
(Retd), Centre for South and
Southeast Asian Studies, University
of Madras. The author was the
Founding Director of the Centre in the
University of Madras. B

A Loss of Another naTtional Icon :

Tribute 1o The memory of Al Ramsawak, Stroy Teller,
Folklorist ANd Author of Trinidad & Tobago

On behalf of the Bissessarsingh
family and our extended ABVMOTT
family, | wish to extend deepest
condolences to the family and friends
of one of T&T's well known National
Icon AL RAMSAWAK who left this
earthly world on 25th September,
2021 . He was 91 years . A life well
lived. Al Ramsawak was best known
for his folklore stories of Trinidad and
Tobago. A talented son of the soil he
wore many caps. Al was a teacher,

stroyteller , artist, folklorist, author
and recipient of the Media Award
1997 for the best television
documentary. In 2004 he received the
Humming Bird Silver Medal National
Award for folklore/culture,. He was
also the story time columnist for the
Sunday Guardian Newspaper in the
Sun Shine Children's Magazine.
Though he is gone his legacy lives on
forever.May God grant unto him
eternal peace andrest.
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Majority/MinoRrity INTERFACE:
The Case of the Rromani Dispersed Diaspora

Last year during the celebrations of
(Commemoration of Millennium of
Roma's Migration from North India,
2018), we expressed the wish that “at
the turn of the second Millennium of
our life outside India as a Diaspora,
we will hopefully start a new era in our
relationships with majority
populations of the countries where
we are citizens and/or residents”.
This conference is a sign that it could
be the case and | want to welcome
this initiative. A major prerequisite for
such a new start is to build it on solid
and reliable grounds, in terms of
concepts and methods, but also of
real empowerment.

Any majority/minority interface is by
definition asymmetric but this
asymmetry should not be a cover-
story for inequality, injustice and
domination. We observe that it has
been the case for centuries so far in
the Rromani case, but also for most
people geographically scattered, and
called “with no compact territory”.

I would like to suggest a new word for
the notion of “Peoples with no
compact territory”. Another formula,
“Distinct multi state based people”,
was used in the '90's. We have also
on hand the words of nation, people,
community, diaspora, ethnic group
(from Yugoslav vocabulary after
Stalin's approach), minority etc. Most
are not appropriate: for example
“minority in Europe". Even if we take
the lowest estimate of twelve million,
the Rroms would be at the 8th place
out of some 35 nations in the 28
member states of Europe... So |
suggest the Rromani coining “Somdiv
nation”. Somdiv means archipelago
in Rromani. Each of these peoples is
like a Somdiv — a word reminding
Indians their word Dvipsamuh
(gwE), just the other way around,
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25 - Prof. Marcel Courthiade

(Distinguished Romani Scholar; 1953-2021)

since Som = Samuh (5g) and Div =
Dvip (g4, the real form being as in
Bhojpuri < closer to Rromani; cf.
also diva in Elu Prakrt).... So | would
say there are ten “Somdiv nations” or
“archipelago nations” in Europe.

| would like to add a few
considerations about the word
“interface”, which has been quite
properly chosen. Rroms, as all
Somdiv nations, are characterized by
a double belonging: their trans-
frontier identity (sometimes reaching
to India) but also their attachment, not
only administrative, but also
emotional, to the country where they
are citizens. As such there is no real
barrier between them and other
citizens because they embody also
the “other citizen”. They have, and
enjoy, both heritages, two souls in
one person, in harmony and
complementarity. The barrier
between them is a political fabrication
by non-Rroms. So since “interface”
evokes rather exchanges, dialogue
and osmosis than separation, in this
respect | deem it was well chosen.
Rroms have never been
communitarianists or
confessionalists but always open-
minded toward others, all others,
after the Indian tradition, and this was
the first justification used by
Westerners to persecute them.

Back to the majority/minority
interface: there are several obstacles
to its improvement and the most
pernicious ones are related to the fact
that observations and decisions
about the Rroms, and their
majority/minority interface, are left
exclusively to people who are not
involved, namely to Ga'e, and in
addition who are not realistically
acquainted to Rromani issues. From
the back of their office, most of them

are even not aware of their lack of

information. Their mentions of
Rromani empowerment are but a
pious anthem, with no practical
impact. Their approach is strictly one
of outsiders — sometimes in good faith
but not always.

| focus my argument on the last
hundred years, the situation prior to
World War 1 can be summarized as
follows: at the Rroms' arrival in
Europe, its inhabitants were locked in
their rigid vision of the world, they
were not able to acquaint a new
culture, so that their lack of open-
mindedness led them to a false
perception of the Rroms and they did
not understand, due to the mentality
of the time, the alternative culture
conveyed by these newcomers.
Almost all scholars in the past
concentrated on the misdeeds of a
minority of Rroms (in a very wild
Europe anyway, much more
delinquent and even dangerous as a
whole, than the Rroms at that time)
and they embedded their accusations
into the fake cliché of nomadic way of
life and lack of religion, while creating
a fabricated wrong image of the
Rroms, a detrimental stereotype
which is still prevailing and very active
today. They turned a dignified
diaspora into a marginalized social
group, allegedly generating
problems.

So improvement in the perception of
the Rroms, not only by policy makers
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and other stake-holders but also by
general public (out of whom stake-
holders emerge anyway) is a key to
changes and progress. Nevertheless
the venture is not easy since at least
two stages are requested:

a) We need to appeal to a critical
mass of people to Rromani issues,
but we can observe every day thatitis
very difficult. The disparaging
feelings of the masses about the
Rroms, due to the heritage of
slanders about them, prevent most
citizens to feel involved in any search
of justice in their favour. Even brilliant
politicians like the former French
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, a real
humanist, expressed this view in an
euphemism “Rroms are not a priority
for France”. Accordingly, if half a
million of French citizens are not a
priority, is this a reason to let thrive
injustice against them ? How to
become a priority ? Terrorism is
excluded because it was never a part
of Rromani culture. So education of
the majority ? It is said that education
reduces prejudices. But how can
presumed wrongdoers take part in
educating or even informing the self-
satisfied majority ? When | was
appointed professor at INALCO
university, some people around me
told with bitter irony “Now Manouches
will teach us school !” (Manouche is
derogative for Rrom in the slang of
French police).

b) even in the case a number of
people get involved in the search of
truth and justice, while fighting to
replace slanders with realistic views
among laymen, the question of
capable, honest and active Rromani
involvement is still pending — mainly
due to the wide and deep distrust that
Rroms feel due to rampant
corruption, financial but also political,
prevailing in Rromani matters. So the
next step would be to interest a critical
mass of Rroms in getting rid of the
overall clichés about this famous
majority/minority interface.

The main obstacle is that active
involvement is needed but
youngsters are severely
disappointed. At least in my

generation, many Rroms got
committed for this noble cause,
spending time, health and money, but
most remained ignored, and even
denigrated or mocked. The ones who
achieved some recognition had to
adopt the mainstream ideology — and
this is the reason why | never
achieved any sound career. This is
what | call political corruption, namely
to be forced to utter some statements
about which you know they are
erroneous, just to make sure you are
notlosing your job and advantages.

The question of the majority/minority
interface was a crucial topic of the 4th
Rromani World Congress in Warsaw
30 years ago. | would like to stress
that the very first Congress in London
in nineteen seventy one had been
organised by Rromani activists,
mainly from Yugoslavia and
Switzerland, while the 2nd and 3rd
were run by non-Rromani NGOs. The
4th one relied only on Rromani
forces, being in addition politically
supported by the highest officials of
UNESCO. In this Congress appeared
the question of the interaction
between majority and Rromani
minority — | should say Rromani
Somdiv nation. It was reported in an
article published in Chandigarh the
following year by late Wajendra Rishi.

One of the main discussions during
this Congress was devoted to the
need to give up continuous laments
about the Rroms' misfortune. Such a
condolence is a typical attitude of
majorities, involved in “favour” of the
unfortunate Rroms. The idea was to
replace this attitude by a much more
constructive one, namely to spread a
brotherly hand of cooperation with
majorities, in dignity. mutual respect
and Rromanipen. One may
summarize this U-turn with Rajko
Duriee's words, newly elected
president of the IRU : o drom e
Rromenqo nakhel and-i phuv e
ga'enqi, naceti te ovel jekhenqi
emanciapacia bi te ovel vi e averenqi
emancipacia “The Rroms' route
crosses the land of the Ga'e; there
can be no emancipation of the ones
without the emancipation of the
others”. This emancipation means to
get free from xenophobic mindset,

accumulation of ethnic slanders,
acceptation of false debates aimed at
covering primitive responses to
ancestral fears, imprisonment in
nationalism and territorial belonging,
submission to destructive ideologies
aimed at reinforcing the power of the
“happy few” — I am quoting in annex a
very poetical text sent by the poet
Rajko Buriee, then president of the
International Romani Union, in reply
to the invitation to the celebrations in
Caen, for the fiftieth anniversary of
the Normandy Landings
(02.06.1994) — he could not attend
because he was then a political
refugee in Germany.

All the History demonstrates that the
Rromani people has always been an
exemplary model of constructive
integration, living as equal among
equals but keeping their heritage
alive — provided they are not rejected,
excluded, chased, literally hunted as
wild beasts, hung, burnt, gassed and
slaughtered — mainly during the nazi
genocide but also to a lesser extent in
other contexts. Such treatment
turned some Rroms into marginalized
social groups, and these groups are
used by racists to stigmatize the
entire Rromani Somdiv nation.
Objectively speaking, the fact to
speak about lack of integration of the
Rroms is a racist untruth, a
fabrication, and as such it should be
punished by law. However the so-
called freedom of speech (freedom of
lies) appears to be stronger than
justice —at least when the Rroms' fate
is at stake, because when exerted
against most other minorities, such
freedom is qualified “hate speech”
and condemned by penal courts, as
well as public opinion.

In this respect we have to promote a
realistic, but by no means angelic,
picture of the Rroms as partners in
European societies and our studies
about the majority/minority interface
should tackle the various fields where
interactions were constructive. Facts
are the best weapon to combat the
biased statements of politically
inspired researchers or racist
activists — including crypto-racists of
allkinds. H
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UK Royal Mint launches first-ever
Gold bar featuring Hindu deity 1o celebrate Diwali

As the British-Indian diaspora gear
up to buy gold on the auspicious
occasion of Dhanteras, the UK's
Royal Mint has launched its first ever
gold bullion bar to celebrate Diwali.
The bar is engraved with an image of
the Hindu goddess Lakshmi. The
Lakshmi bar — which contains 20g of
999.9 fine gold with Lakshmi
engraved into the precious metal —
has been designed by Royal Mint
product designer Emma Noble,
through close collaboration with the
Shree Swaminarayan Temple in
Cardiff to ensure cultural accuracy.

The bar, the Royal Mint's first ever bar

featuring a Hindu deity or Indian
design, follows the success of henna-
inspired packaging launched for 1g
and 5g regular gold bars last year.
The bar will be blessed at the Shree
Swaminarayan Temple's Diwali
ceremony as part of their Lakshmi
Puja on November 4, with Royal Mint
officials in attendance. Andrew
Dickey, divisional director for
precious metals at the Royal Mint,
said: “With gold being a traditional
and auspicious gift during the Diwali
festival, we wanted to develop a
product that incorporates both beauty
and tradition, but with a modern

twist.” The design features the
godess standing on a lotus with a
lotus in each hand. The symbol Om is
inscribed on the packaging. B

UK NRIs protest Pakistan's 'violence

British Indians took partin a silent vigil
across 40 towns and cities of the UK
as part of an appeal to end violence
against minorities in Pakistan,
especially Hindu girls.

Crowds gathered in cities like in
Leicester, Edinburgh, Leeds and
Slough, distributing pamphlets about
the allegedly forced conversion of
Hindu, Sikh and Christian girls in
Pakistan.

“The situation of Hindus and other
minorities in Pakistan is increasingly
dire,” the organisers, Insight UK, a
movement of British Hindu and Indian

communities, told TOIl. “They face
regular kidnappings, forceful
conversion, attacks and persecution.
Each year over 1,000 minor Hindu
girls are abducted, forced to convert,
married to people twice or thrice of
their age or pushed into the sex trade.
Some seminaries teach that forcibly
converting Hindu girls is equivalent to
the greatest religious duty. Minorities
in Pakistan face the threat of
blasphemy law’s.”

In 1947, Pakistan had a minority
population of about 31%. Of these,
around 24% — or 7.5 million — were

ON MINORITIES'

Hindus. In 75 years, the minority
population has dwindled to 4%, of
which Hindus account for 1.6% or 2.5
million people, Insight UK said.

The organisation is lobbying with
British MPs to raise its concerns with
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, Minister
for South Asia. It wants the UK
government to raise the issue with
Pakistan and urge the Indian
government to ensure that citizenship
applications of minorities from
Pakistan who've taken refuge in India
are expedited.

Why discriminate against OCls when there's CAA: Supreme Court

“India is known for its inclusiveness,”
observed the Supreme Court as it
allowed overseas citizens of India
(OCIl) to be considered for
admissions to all open category
undergraduate medical seats for the
academic year 2021-22, on a par with
Indian citizens.

“When you (government) can bring
non-citizens from neighbouring
countries to India and make them
citizens, except for one community,
these (OCls) are very much Indians.
India is known for its inclusiveness.
Look at what your CAA (Citizenship
AmendmentAct) does. It makes even
non-citizens as citizens of this
country,” a bench of justices SA
Nazeer and Krishna Murari told
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additional solicitor general Aishwarya
Bhati.

Bhati, appearing for the Centre,
sought to defend the government's
March 4 notification, issued by the
ministry of home affairs, that put OCls
on a par with NRIs (non-resident
Indians) with regard to all-India
entrance examinations such as
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET), Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE), etc. It ensured that OCls would
compete with NRIs for the limited
number of seats in technical and
medical education, paying the same
amount of fee as NRIs. Several OCI
students challenged this notification
on the ground of arbitrariness. They
alleged it is also discriminatory

because like other Indian students,
many OCI students have had several
years of schooling in India and their
families also work in India.

It pointed out that the main plank of
contention was the timing of the
notification since the government
abruptly withdrew the benefits
available to the OCls in the middle of
the examination process.

Issuing an interim order in favour of
the OCI students, the bench said that
the petitioners will be considered
eligible to all the medical seats where
OCls were eligible before the March 4
notification and that the National
Testing Agency will declare the
results of NEET(UG) -2021
accordingly. H



In one of the first events of
this year's participation in
the United Nations General
Assembly, Prime Minister
Dr. Lotay Tshering
participated in the Leaders
Roundtable on Climate
Change held by UN
Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres and UK Prime
Minister Boris
Johnson.Lyonchhen spoke
on behalf of Bhutan as well
as the 46 Least Developed Countries
in the capacity of the group's chair.

“In a way, | am speaking on behalf of
over one billion people who are the
most impacted by climate change
and suffer the most because of poor
resilience and low adaptation
capacity,” he said.

Lyonchhen asserted the importance
of supporting countries that are
already affected on one hand and the
need to assist and sustain countries
that have made successful
conservation efforts so far.

Bhutan UNGA

“Bhutan for instance, has made
serious environmental efforts and
sacrifices by maintaining high
standards,” he said. “Our King's
vision is clearly reflected in our
Constitution, which mandates 60% of
the country to be under forest cover
for all time and maintain
intergenerational equity when it
comes to natural resources.”And
then there was the principles of the
Gross National Happiness, which
ensured that the environment was not
compromised for immediate
economic and developmental gains.

BHUTAN NEWS

“That is why we are
carbon negative today,
and yet we are not
spared by the effects of
climate change,” he said.
All LDCs faced similar
dilemmas as they put in
as much effort despite
limited resources.

Therefore, Lyonchhen
insisted on the delivery of
the ambitious NDCs,
Longterm Strategies in
line with 1.5 degree of the Paris
Agreement and delivery of USD 100
billion commitments.

“The LDC group is looking forward to
a practical financing window at
COP26,” he said. “I would like to
emphasize that the fund must be
easily accessible and flexible for our
needs.”

About 27 heads of state and
government attended the session.

127h Round Table MeeTing

The 15th Round Table Meeting (RTM)
between the Royal Government of
Bhutan and Development Partners
was held on 2 September 2021 in
Thimphu to review the progress and
implementation of the 12th Five Year
Plan. The RTM is the highest forum
for policy dialogue between the
RGoB and its Development Partners.
It is an opportunity to deepen
understanding and partnership
through sharing of development
experiences including success,
challenges and opportunities.

This year's RTM was held at a time
when Bhutan is midway through its
12thFive-Year Plan and is set to
graduate from the LDC category in
2023. This is an important milestone

in its development journey. The RTM
provided updates on the progress of
the 12thFive Year Plan and inform on
the country's macroeconomic
performance and outlook. The RTM
also share challenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic and response
measures of the RGoB.

The RTM convened in a hybrid format

(in-person and virtual) considering
the restrictions posed by the
pandemic. A total of 146
participants, of which 94
& representatives of Development
Partners and 52 national

) participants attended the RTM.

Development Partners delivered
statements on the areas of
cooperation with the RGoB.

His Excellency Lyonpo Namgay
Tshering, Vice Chair of the GNH
Commission and Finance Minister of
Bhutan delivered the Keynote
Address during the inaugural session
of the RTM. His Excellency Lyonpo
(Dr). Tandi Dorji, Hon'ble Foreign
Minister Chaired the 15th RTM.

The 14th RTM was held in March
2019 in Thimphu. [}
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SigNing of The Implementing ARRANGEMENT (JA) beTween
DITT & ISRO Concerning CooperaTion oN THe

Development of a Joint Small Satellite

A virtual signing
ceremony was held
on 24th September
2021 at the
conference hall of
the Ministry of
Information and
Communication
(MolC) to sign the
Implementing e
Arrangement (IA) to ,
jointly develop a |
small satellite for
Bhutan. The IA was
signed by Mr. Jigme ©
Tenzing, Director,
Department of
Information Technology and Telecom
(DITT), Royal Government of Bhutan
and Shri R. Umamaheshwaram,
Scientific Secretary, Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO).

In accordance with the IA, the DITT
and ISRO will cooperate on the
development of a joint satellite to be
launched sometime towards the end
of this year. This is in line with the
MoU signed on 19thNovember 2020

India on

between Bhutan and
Collaboration in Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space under the purview of the

Ministry of Information and
Communications (MolC).

The event was graced by H.E.
Ambassador Ruchira Khamboj,
Ambassador of India to Bhutan,
Dasho Phuntsho Tobgay, Secretary,
MolC, Ambassador Pema Choden,
Officiating Foreign Secretary and
other officials of the Ministry of

Ll

. Foreign Affairs and
MolC. Bhutan's
Ambassador to India,
H.E. Ambassador
Major General
Vetsop Namgyel,
senior officials from
the Ministry of
External Affairs, Gol
and the Royal
Bhutanese Embassy
in New Delhi also
attended the event
through Video
Conferencing.

The Hon'ble Minister,
MolC highlighted the Royal Vision of
His Majesty The King to harness
space technology and its applications
for the benefit of the country, and to
use space related activities to create
a greater sense of interest and
passion in the students for science,
technology and innovation, also
adding that this partnership will help
elevate Bhutan's space ambitions to
great heights.

DAys T0 Remember

in November, 2021

November 04

November 09

November 11
November 14
November 15

November 15

November 10 ;

:

:Cambodia - Independence Day

World Science Day

: Poland- Independence Day

: Children's Day
: Belgium - Kings Day

: Brazil - Republic Day

November 15
November 16

November 18

November 18
November 20
November 21

November 25

: Brazil - Republic Day
: National Press Day

4l Purnima |@|

: Oman- National Day

: Universal Children's Day
: World Television Day

: Suriname - National Day
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