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Baleshwarji-ANn Ideology and AN INsTiTUTION

I will always remember and revere
Shri Baleshwar Aggarwal as a man
who infallibly implemented his vision
with a passion. Baleshwariji turned his

ideology into practice and
accomplished an agenda worthy of
an entire institution. | see him as an
institution unto himself! He will be
remembered by us friends and the
generations to come as an icon of
outstanding and dynamic social
engineering in India. His dedication to
the country's socio-political fabric,
journalistic works and the bond he
created between India and its
Diaspora cannot easily be duplicated.
In his youth, Baleshwarji tirelessly
worked for the cause of journalistic
ethics by strengthening Hindusthan
Samachar, a pioneer news gathering
agency in Hindi and other regional
languages. Hindusthan Samachar
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spread across India and nurtured a
band of journalists who went on to
serve many leading newspaper in the
country and overseas. He truly
inspired young men to work for the
country by joining mainstream media.

He was the tallest among his peers,
yet he chose not to take any position
in the Indian polity. He was a favorite
of all who helmed the affairs of India
after its Independence. The who's
who of political, social and cultural
fabric worked shoulder-to-shoulder
with him. A devout RSS Pracharak,
he was equally popular among his
adversaries. In fact, he was often a
bridge between the opposing sides.
Even when he was over 90, people
from all walks of life and many parts of
the world strongly believed that their
visit to the Indian capital would be
incomplete without meeting him at
the Pravasi Bhawan that he created
in New Delhi's most coveted
Deendayal Upadhyay Marg
(erstwhile Rouse Avenue). His
visionary organization, Antar
Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad—an
apex body serving overseas Indians
(PIOs/NRIs), is among the most
respected and noblest.

It will not be out of place to mention
that the late L.M. Singhviji,
Baleshwarji and the Global

= Kedar Nath Gupta
Organization of People of Indian
Origin (GOPIO) International were
the main forces that convinced Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayeeji to
initiate the annual event, Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas (PBD), which marked
its 11 successful years in 2012. PBD
led to the creation of the Ministry of
Overseas Indian Affairs by the UPA
Government.

GOPIO International's India and
GOPIO International, during their
annual convention in New Delhi gave
a standing ovation to their stalwart
Baleshwarji, which he very humbly
and shyly acknowledged.
Baleshwarji will also be remembered
for his initiative to travel to Mauritius
by sea to interact with Indians there.
He was a visionary and always came
up with new ideas for the welfare of
P10s. He was very keen on setting up
a library-cum-research center in the
memory of Guyanese leader Chhedi
Jagan.

Baleshwarji will always be cherished
as the inspiration for the heartening
and emotional events for India's
Diaspora at the Pravasi Bhawan. He
has been the dominant personality in
India who drove the Pravasi
movement and turned the Pravasi
Bhawan into literally a pilgrimage for
the overseas Indian. B
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
has reached
Berlin, Capital
of Germany on
the first leg of
his official visit
to three
European
nations. Mr.
Modi got a
warm welcome
from the Indian
diaspora on his arrival. The Prime
Minister said it was wonderful
connecting with the Indian
community and India is proud of the
accomplishments of its diaspora. Mr.
Modi expressed confidence that this
visit will boost the friendship between
India and Germany. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz co-chaired
the sixth edition of the India-Germany
Inter-Governmental Consultations-
IGC. The biennial IGC is a unique
dialogue format that also sees the
participation of several Ministers from
both sides. This was Prime Minister's
first IGC with Chancellor Scholz, and
also the first such Government-to-
Government consultations of the new
German government, which
assumed office in December last
year.

After completing his Germany visit,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi then
proceeds to Copenhagen on an
official visit at the invitation of Prime
Minister of Denmark Mette
Frederiksen. This was his first visit to
Denmark and his third summit-level
interaction with the Danish Prime

Minister. The discussions focused on
bilateral issues as well as issues of
global and regional interest. PM also
participated in the India-Denmark
Business Roundtable as well as
interacted with the Indian community
in Denmark.

Mr. Modi also attended an India-
Denmark Business Forum and
addressed members of the Indian
diaspora. On 4th of May, Mr Modi
participated in the 2nd India-Nordic
Summit along with Prime Ministers of
Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Sweden,
and Norway. This summitfocused on
the subjects like post-pandemic
economic recovery, climate change,
innovation and technology,
renewable energy, the evolving
global security scenario and India-
Nordic cooperation in the Arctic
region.

On the last leg of the tour, the Prime
Minister met French President
Emmanuel Macron. This visit to
France provided an opportunity to
carry forward the high-level of
engagement between the two
countries post the French
Presidential elections.

Ahead of his visit to three European
countries, the Prime Minister said in
his departure statement that his visit
to Europe comes at a time when the
region faces many challenges and
choices. He said through his
engagements, that he intends to
strengthen the spirit of cooperation
with European partners. Mr. Modi
also said European partners are
important companions in India's
quest for peace and prosperity. [ |
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Baleshwar AGgrawal Shatabdi Samaroh

Contribution of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal in
promoTiNG INdia-MauriTius RelaTions

High Commissioner of Mauritius to India
H. E. Mrs S. B. Hanoomanjee (G.C.S.K.)

Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad is
commemorating the birth centenary
of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, its
founding Secretary General and as
part of the activities; an international
conference on 'Shri Baleshwar
Agrawal and India-Mauritius
Relations' was organized on 25
March 2022 by Diaspora Research
and Resource Centre (DRRC), Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP), New Delhi. Shri Baleshwariji
contribution in strengthening India-
Mauritius relationship has been very
special, keeping this in view this
eventwas organised.

H.E Mrs. S. B. Hanoomanjee
(G.C.S.K.), High Commissioner of
the Republic of Mauritius, was the
Chief Guest. Amb. Virendra Gupta,
President, ARSP chaired the session.
Dr. Sarita Boodhoo, Chairperson,
Bhojpuri Speaking Union, Mauritius,
Shri Premchand Boojhawon MSK,
CSK, President, Human Service
Trust, Mauritius, Prof. Ajay Kumar
Dubey, Rector, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi Shri Mukesh
Aggarwal, Vice President, ARSP
were the distinguished panelists. Shri
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AN

Ms.Sarita Boodhoo

Shyam Parande, Secretary General,
Shri Sanjay Bhalla, Vice President,
Shri Amit Gupta, Joint Secretary from
ARSP were present along with many
fold attendee who have joined either
virtually or in person this event. The
session was moderated by Dr Sashi
Bala, Joint Secretary, ARSP. The
webinar was also covered by DD Lok
Sabha channel.

Amb. Virendra Gupta paid his tribute
to Baleshwar ji. He mentioned that
Baleshwar ji was very emotionally
involved with diaspora. He started
connecting with the diaspora when
not many organizations were dealing
with the diaspora matters. Amb.
Gupta also mentioned that while
Baleshwar ji was travelling all over
the world, Mauritius had a very
special place in his heart. He further
added that Baleshwar ji played a
crucial part in developing people to
people contacts and amicable
relationship between India and
Mauritius. Amb. Gupta also
recognised the unparallel
contribution made by diaspora in
keeping the Indian traditions and
culture alive in their respective

& Dr Ruchi Verma
Research Fellow
DRRC-ARSP

Premchand Boojhawon

countries of adoption.

Shri Shyam Parande while
remembering Baleshwar ji in his
welcome remarks mentioned that his
life was a real embodiment of
'Vashudhaiva Kutumbakam"'.
Mauritius was an important country in
terms of diaspora and Baleshwar ji
plays a very crucial role in
maintaining and strengthening India
and Mauritius relationship at all
levels. Shri Parande mentioned that
DRRC is bringing out a book on 'Geet
Gawai' compiled by Dr Sarita
Boodhoo which is a cultural treasure
in itself and for both India and
Mauritius. He also recognised the
contribution of Human Service Trust,
Mauritius and is founder, H.H Swami
Krishnanand Saraswati. Shri
Parande mentioned about the
webinar organised by DRRC last year
to remember and celebrate the
contributions of both Baleshwar ji and
Swami ji. He said that both these
eminent personalities were the
bridges between India and Mauritius.

High Commissioner of the Republic
of Mauritius mentioned that




Baleshwar ji dedication and
commitment helps
initiatives and policies adopted by
Indian government for diaspora. By
restoring the linkages between
diaspora and India, Baleshwar ji
name became synonymous with
Pravasis. He has made ARSP a
bridge between India and diaspora.
High Commissioner also briefed
about the history of migration of
Indians to Mauritius, who with
themselves brought the rich Indian
culture and tradition. This culture has
still been preserved and propagated
by the subsequent generation of
Indian diaspora in Mauritius. Due to
this widespread propagation and
popularity of Indian culture, Mauritius
is also called as 'Chota Bharat'.
Mauritius has emotional attachment
with India due to common history,

in several

ancestry, traditions, culture and
language. She also mentioned that
there is a natural convergence

between India and Mauritius, be it
political, economic, and socio-
cultural which had reached new
heights in recent years and this
relationship has been further
consolidated by the high level visits.
She also praised the efforts and
contribution of
economic development of Mauritius.

India in socio-

Dr Sarita Boodhoo cited her personal
memories with Baleshwar ji and
ARSP. She acknowledged the
contributions made by ARSP in
promoting relationship between
India, diaspora and Mauritius. While
she mentioned about her initiative-
commemoration of 150 years
anniversary of Arrival of Indian
Indentured Labourers in Mauritius,
which was a pioneer and important
step towards establishing people to

people contacts, she also
acknowledged the contribution of
Shri Baleshwar ji who has helped in
sending the 150 members delegation
from India to participate in this event.
She added that the delegates from
India were kept in the home of Indo-
Mauritians and thus, people to people
contacts was built and strengthened.
Dr Boodhoo also mentioned that
Baleshwar ji was an iconic figure and
the main credit to propagate the idea
of diaspora studies should be given to
him.

Prof. Ajay Dubey stated that earlier
there was a policy of active
disassociation of government with
diaspora. The then government
considered diaspora as foreign
citizens. However, exception was
made in the case of Mauritius and
South Africa. Mauritius was the first
country where the diplomatic posting
of High Commissioner of India was
made. Though, in 1962, during India-
China War this policy of
disassociation was revolved to
proactive association and the credit
should be given to people like
Baleshwar ji for this change. He has
made efforts to link diaspora with
India during the times when the
narratives, dimensions and policies
were not so favourable. It was due to
the efforts of Baleshwar ji that
diaspora has been recognised as a
resource and links were tried to
establish with them. Prof. Dubey also
recalled his personal experiences
with Baleshwar ji and stated that
Baleshwar ji was respected and
acceptable to all despite the
ideologies, views or orientations, and
his contribution in evolution of
diaspora policies is remarkable.

Shri Premchand Boojhawon
remarked that both India and
Mauritius have a shared heritage.
Mauritius beauty lies in its linkages
with India, the way Mauritian Indians
have preserved their culture. They
are equally proud of their common
roots. He mentioned about the deep
affectionate feelings of Indian
diaspora in Mauritius towards the
fellow Indians and India. While paying
his homage to Baleshwar ji, Shri
Boojhawon stated that main credit for
the personal linkages between
people of India and Mauritius goes to
Baleshwar ji. He was instrumental in
organizing first diaspora meeting in
Mauritius.

Shri Mukesh Aggarwal recounted his
personal experiences with Baleshwar
Ji. He highlighted the importance of
NGOs like ARSP in establishing
people to people relations and he
suggested that NGOs should be
engage in a very active way. He
recommended that on arrival visa
should be provided to Mauritius. He
also mentioned that PIO youth
linkages with India should be
strengthened. He suggested that KIP
batches number and interaction with
foreign students should be increased.
Shri Aggrawal also thanked Mauritius
government for naming Hindi
Secretariat Library Hall
Baleshwar ji.

after

The event was concluded by a vote of
thanks presented by Shri Sanjay
Bhalla. He paid his homage to
Baleshwar ji and mentioned that
Baleshwar ji considered Mauritius as
his second home and his contribution
was immense in political
transformation and empowerment of
Indian diaspora primarily in Mauritius.
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Blue revolution ANd iTs iMpACT ON ECONOMY

The World Bank and The European Commission define A blue economy as The

susTAiNAbLle use of ocean rResources for economic growTth, improved livelilioods,

ANd jobs while preserving The health of The ocean ecosystem, seas, and coasts

The fundamental difference between
the green and blue economies is that
the green economy strategies tend to
focus on energy, transport,
sometimes agriculture, and forestry.
In contrast, the blue economy
focuses on fisheries sectors and
marine and coastal resources. Both
incorporate strategies to address
climate mitigation and adaptation.

The World Bank and the European
Commission define a blue economy
as the sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic growth,
improved livelihoods, and jobs while
preserving the health of the ocean
ecosystem, seas, and coasts. The
Commonwealth of Nations considers
it as an emerging concept that
encourages better stewardship of our
ocean or 'blue' resources.

Blue economies offer the possibilities
of improved efficiency in our land and
ocean management, better treatment
and governance of marine
ecosystems, a more equitable model
of global health standards, lower
emissions, and resilience against
climate change. Conservation
International adds that the blue
economy also includes economic
benefits that may not be marketed,
such as carbon storage, coastal
protection, cultural values, and
biodiversity.

The Center for the Blue Economy
says it is now a widely used term
around the world with three related,
still distinct, meanings — the oceans'
overall contribution to economies, the
need to address the environmental
and ecological sustainability of the
seas, and the ocean economy as a
growth opportunity for both
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developed and developing countries.
A United Nations representative

defined the blue economy as an
economy that comprises a range of
economic sectors and related
policies that together determine
whether the use of ocean resources
is sustainable. An important
challenge of the blue economy is to
understand and better manage the
many aspects of oceanic
sustainability, ranging from
sustainable fisheries to ecosystem
health to preventing pollution.

Secondly, the blue economy
challenges us to realise that the
sustainable management of ocean
resources will require collaboration
across borders and sectors through a
variety of partnerships and on a scale
that has not been previously
achieved. “We are now witnessing
the beginnings of the blue revolution,
blue technology, blue economy, blue
economy indicators, blue policies,
plans, and programmes not only to
help feed the world, but also to help it
survive and flourish climate change-
wise,” says Prof GP Patil,
Distinguished ProfessorEmeritus,
Penn State University, USA, in his
message to an eight-volume World
Encyclopedia of Blue Economy.

The encyclopedia covers almost all
aspects of blue economy and blue
growth. It has been brought out jointly
under the aegis of the Indian Institute
of Ecology and Environment (lIEE)
and the Confederation of Indian
Universities (CIU), in association with
InterUniversity Research Centre
(IURC).

“There has been a great need to have

in

Dr. Markandey Rai

one place previously scattered

pieces of information about
numerous facets of blue economy,”

said Prof Patil, and added that this
unique encyclopedia has been able
to bring together a large number of
contributors and organise their
contributions in a thematic format. "I
very much hope that the blue
economy community worldwide will
find this encyclopedia of great value.
Those curious about the blue
economy will use it for education,
enrichment, and motivation to do
more.

Our society needs it. Everyone
desires to possess magical predictive
crystal balls! It is my hope that this
informative encyclopedia will help
trigger efforts to build plausible multi-
indicator-systemic crystal cubes as
concrete approximations to
predictive crystal balls for speedy
progress on issues and efforts
pertaining to blue economy,” said
Prof Patil. “This encyclopedia will be a
good help for essential exploratory
steps to address the challenges of
achieving UN SDG 14 on Life Under
Water, and so also in a way to help
achieve SDG 1 on Poverty and SDG
2 on Hunger," he concluded. [ |




UK TtRrAIN sTATiON GETS Bengali signaGe

T h e
signboar
ds written

-' n English
v G a n d
Bengali
" were
undertak

en by the
London Borough of Tower Hamlets

to a statement. Mayor of Tower
Hamlets John Biggs also hailed the
move. “Delighted to see bilingual
signs now installed at White chapel
station — in both English and
Bangla,” he said in a tweet.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
expressed her delight over the
“victory of culture and heritage” with
the London tube rail accepting

at the White chapel Station. “Proud to
note that the London Tube Rail has
accepted Bengali as a language of
signage at White chapel Station,
signifying the increasing global
importance and strength of the 1,000-
year old Bengali language,” Banerjee
wrote on her Twitter handle She
added that the move underlined how
the Bengali diaspora should work

Council following a council and X ; together in common cultural
community-led campaign, according Bendali as alanguage for signboards o ctions. B
President Irfaan Ali engages Kapil Dev
ANd TeAm of INDIAN INVESTORS

legendary Indian Group and owner of the

Guyana's President Dr Irfaan Ali and
a high-level cabinet team today met
with a group of Indian investors led by
legendary Indian cricketer Kapil Dev,
who is the Chairman of the Dev
Group of Companies, at the Office of
the President.

Guyana's President Dr Irfaan Ali and
a high-level Cabinet team today met
with a group of Indian investors led by

cricketer Kapil Dey,
who is the
Chairman of the
Dev Group of
Companies, at the
Office of the
President.

President Ali told
the team that not only are there
investment opportunities in
infrastructure, but there is an
abundance of opportunities in the
natural resources, ICT, tourism and
agriculture sectors.

The team also featured Dr Ajeenkya
Patil, Chairman of the Ajeenkya D Y
Patil Group; Chinta Sasidhar,
Chairman of the Viswa Samudra

Krishnapatnam Port; Rajesh Puri,
CEO of Dev Features Pvt Ltd and
other directors and CEOs of
reputable Indian companies.

President Ali was joined by the Senior
Minister within the Office of the
President with responsibility for
Finance Dr Ashni Singh; the Minister
of Housing and Water Collin Croal;
the Minister of Public Works Bishop
Juan Edghill; the Minister of Tourism,
Industry and Commerce Oneidge
Walrond; Minister within the Ministry
of Public Works, Deodat Indar; CEO
of GO-INVEST, Dr Peter Ramsaroop
and Director of Projects at the Office
of the President, Mrs Marcia Nadir-
Sharma. The team will be in Guyana
until Wednesday, April 13. [ |

Prof.M K Pandirt elected 1o American Academy
of Arts ANd Sciences

Delhi University
professor MK
Pandit has
been elected to
s American
\ L-Academy of
Arts and
in 1780, the

Founded

Sciences.
academy honours leaders from every
field of human endeavor to examine
new ideas and address issues of
importance to the nation and the

world.

The academy, in its communication to
Pandit, said: “Our current members
represent today's innovative thinkers
in every field and profession,
including more than two hundred and
fifty Nobel and Pulitzer Prize
winners.” Pandit has now joined the
company of notable members like
Benjamin Franklin, Alexander
Graham Bell, Winston Churchill,
Nelson Mandela and Gabriel Garcia

Marquez, among others.

Speaking to TOI, Pandit said, “Well,
this is hugely humbling given the
illustrious names of previous and
current awardees. It also means
more work and being worthy of the
honour. | greatly cherish the feeling
that my alma mater, the University of
Delhi, stands shoulder to shoulder
and shines with the best academic
institutions in the world listed this

year.” [ |
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INTERNATIONAL ConFerencE ON

'Mahatma Gandhi aAnd INdian Diaspora under
EuropeaN Rule and LaTer' (23%-24 April 2022)

An international conference on
'Mahatma Gandhi and Indian
Diaspora under European Rule and
Later' was jointly organised by
Department of Political Science,
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and
Antar Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad
(ARSP) in collaboration with the
Organisation for Diaspora Initiatives
(ODI) and supported by Indian
Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) and Jean Monnet Project-
Co-funded by the Erasmus+
Programme of the European Union,
Centre for European Studies, JNU on
23 and 24 April 2022 at BHU,
Varanasi.

This two days important conference
has been divided into Inaugural
session, one plenary session, 10
technical (parallel) sessions on
several important themes which gave
everyone the food for thoughts, and
Valedictory session. Over 50
scholars and experts from India and
Abroad deliberated in this conference
physically as well as virtually. The
conference has been attended by
many fold attendees and it has also
been covered by the local media
channel.

The chief guest in the inaugural
session was Prof. Santishree Pandit,
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi.
The session was chaired by Prof.
Shubha Rao, Head, Department of
Political Science, Banaras Hindu
University (BHU), Varanasi. Prof. Tej
Pratap Singh, Professor, BHU
moderated the session. Prof. Ajay
Dubey, Rector, JNU & President, ODI
India, gave the key note address and
set the tone of the conference.
Distinguished speaker in this session
were Prof. Betty Govinden, Former
Dean, Faculty of Education,
University of Durban. Vote of thanks
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was presented by Prof. KK Mishra,

Dean FSS, BHU.
Prof. Santishree Pandit highlighted

the importance of diaspora as an
instrument of soft-power & Indian
Foreign Policy. The importance of
Indic Narratives, the South-Indian
narratives of Diasporic models and
the Rajendra Chola model was also
mentioned by her.

Prof. Ajay Dubey in his keynote
address spoke about various phases
of relationship between Gandhi &
Indian Diaspora in South Africa.
Gandhi also inspired and made South
Africans realize the need of finding a
leader for themselves.

Prof. Betty Govinden in her address
spoke about the 21 years of Gandhi in
South Africa, she said “South Africa
gave India a political reformer and a
social activist and India gave Gandhi
to the world.” She stressed upon
understanding Gandhi's background
in proper perspective, which got
changed gradually over evolution.

Highlight of the conference was the
plenary session which was chaired by
Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary, ARSP.
He stressed the need to consider
Indian Diaspora not just as an asset
but as mother India's children abroad.
The distinguished panelists of this
session were Dr Vasavi Chakka,
Founder President, ARAALA Inc.,
USA, Dr Vishnu Bisram, Journalist,
Writer, Guyana, Prof. Bidyadhar Sa,
University of West Indies, Trinidad
and Tobago, Dr Navniit Gandhi,
Author & Academician, Kuwait, and
Dr. Sakul Kundra, Assistant
Professor, University of Fiji, Fiji.

Dr. Chakka mentioned that there is a
need of adopting the Gandhian
values in Indian Education system.
She also spoke that there is a
requirement to counter the

2 Dr Ruchi Verma
Research Fellow
DRRC-ARSP

propaganda narratives against Indian
civilization by world media and to
increase the role of Indian diaspora

outh abroad.
r. Bisram spoke about the plight of

Indian indentured workers, though
there are mixed feelings about
Gandhi's contribution among the
masses; people question Gandhian
methods but Gandhi's contribution in
addressing and eliminating the
indentureship cannot be ignored as
well as his methods.

Dr. Gandhi spoke about the problems
of Indian Diaspora in Kuwait.
Explaining about the three waves of
migration she discussed the
formation of perception about Indian
Diaspora; how perceptions can be
changed and what kind of
communication must take place at
individual, diplomatic and political
level for resolution of problems faced
by Indian Diaspora in Kuwait was
highlighted by her.

Prof. Shah narrated the story of
forced transportation of indentured
labour to foreign lands and Gandhi's
role in its elimination.

Dr. Kundra spoke about Fiji &
indentured system; path towards
political independence (Indo-Fijian),
Gandhi and indentured system and
explained about various stages of
constitutional development and
conditions of Indians in Fiji.

The technical sessions deliberated
on the relevant themes. The
participants explained in detail as to
how Mahatma Gandhi touched upon
every important aspect of human
society- political, social, economic,
cultural, international relations,
sustainability, etc. Wide ranging and
contemporary themes were seen in
full sync with the recognition of
Mahatma Gandhi's contribution




towards the disapora. The
participants also recognise that the
influence of the hardships faced by
the Indian diaspora in Africa and
elsewhere on Gandhiji's political

thoughts is equally impressive.
The conference culminated with an

equally impressive valedictory which
was presided over by Prof.
Santishree Pandit, Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, JNU, whereas the chief
guest was Prof. Sanjay Singh,
Honourable Vice Chancellor, Baba
Bhim Rao Ambedkar University,
Lucknow. Shri Shyam Parande,
Secretary-General, ARSP gave the
valedictory address. Shri Narayan
Kumar, Hon. Director, ARSP, was the
distinguished guest.

Prof. Sanjay Singh in his chief guest
address spoke about how India
attracted people from the world for
various reasons and intentions, that

Indians unlike others began migrating
& displacing specifically in search of
peace and prosperity. Today, the
Indian society and diaspora are
valued as much for their skills as for
their commitment to peace and

tolerance.
Shri Shyam Parande in his

valedictory address mentioned that
Gandhiji's idea of development was
based on essential need rather than
greed. Concept of self sustainability
was given by Gandhiji. He wanted
everyone to be self sustainable.
'Vaishnav Jan to Tene Kahiye Je Peer
Parai Jaani Re' was the favourite
bhajan of Gandhiji. He always
believed that one who is a vaishnay,
knows the pain of others, does good
to others, without letting pride enter
his mind. He was a practical man and
used to imbibe the values himself first
rather than preaching to others. Shri
Parande also mentioned that the

Gandhian principles of peace and
non-violence have left a deep
impression on the larger national
character of Indians, including the
diaspora.

Shri Narayan Kumar mentioned that
Gandhiji was convinced that without
the mother tongue people would not
be able to belong to their cultural
roots and understand the society's
problems in the right perspectives.
He therefore, wanted the primary
education to be in the respective
mother tongue.

The participants also agreed that
such conferences should be
organized more regularly, as there is
still a need to carry the Gandhian
message to the younger generation
through such kind of discussions. The
conference ended with the vote of
thanks. B
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India - Japan Friendship : GeopoliTics,
and Common Values

Economics

PM Narender Modi and Japan Prime Minister KIShIda Fumlo at a business meeting in Hyderabad House, New Delhi

India and Japan established
diplomatic relations on April 28, 1952.
Over the years, the ties between the
two countries have deepened in
every sphere, be it strategic,
economic or people-to-people
contract.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tweet
on the 70th anniversary of the
occasion sums up the present level of
bilateral relations. “The recent visit to
India by Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida for the annual summit
laid out a roadmap for deepening the
Special Strategic and Global
Partnership. | look forward to
continue working with Kishida to
realise that objective.”

Japan holds India in high regard, as
iron ore from India contributed to
Japan's post-war recovery and after
then-Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi
visited India in 1950s and Japan
provided loans to India, constituting
its first official development
assistance (ODA) package.

More recently, Japan has been a
strong partner for India in the East
and a close multilateral partner in the
Quad. Within the Quad, the India-
Japan's bilateral relationship is
ostensibly the strongest, with no long-
standing disputes or policy
disagreements. India and Japan are
among the largest donors in the
broader Indo-Pacific, and both have
strategic interests in a free and open
region as well as a vested interest in
containing Chinese hegemony.

The India-Japan summit last month
took place in the backdrop of a slight
gap between the foreign policy
choices of the two countries following
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the Ukraine crisis. However, despite
their differences, both Modi and
Kishida called for an immediate end
to the violence raging in Ukraine and
underlined greater need for the two
democracies to “cooperate” more so
that the impact of the conflict in East
Europe does not spill over to
IndianOcean region.

As such, the visit of Japanese Prime
Minister may have served its larger
purpose — to prioritise geopolitical
interests in the Indo-Pacific and
strengthen regional resolve. It also
presented an opportunity to the two
countries to impart continuity to the
Quad's resolve of not letting a
Ukraine-like crisis hit the Indo-Pacific
and build.

The dominant aspect of an evolving
India-Japan friendship so far has
been the security-strategic
dimensions, with economics only
playing a distant second. The recent
summit signified a subtle shift from
geopolitics to economics.

Wary of the closed nature of the
Indian business environment and of
the Governmental policies between
1960 and the 1990s, Japanese
business houses stayed away and
only returning in a slow but steady
fashionin the last decade or so.

Trade from India to Japan in 2020
crossed over $3 billion, while trade in
the opposite direction was close to $8
billion. At the March summit, Japan
unveiled plans to boost investment in
India's infrastructure, with more than
$40 billion set to enter the country
over the next five years, from
investments in water supply and
agriculture.

The areas of investment included
health care, energy, and
cybersecurity. Tokyo has in the past
supported infrastructure projects in
India, from urban development to
bullet train technologies.

India needs these projects to stay
competitive with China. For example,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed
Rail (HSR) Corridor, being built with
the help of Japan, will connect
Mumbai, the second most populous
metropolitan area in India with
Ahmedabad. The 500-kilometer line
will take no longer than two hours
between the two cities.

Bolstering a stronger economic arc in
the Indo-Pacific between India and
Japan has been an important
purpose of the two countries'
economic cooperation. India and
Japan have already accomplished
the 2014 Investment Promotion
Partnership target of 3.5 trillion
Japanese yen (JPY).

During the recent summit, Japan
committed an additional investment
of 5 trillion JPY. It is a common
realisation that a more immediate
focus on the economics of the Indo-
Pacific is going to benefit both
countries much more.

Economics cannot be separated from
geopolitics. Both India and Japan are
heavily dependent on the Indo Pacific
Sea lanes for trade and energy
supplies. As India and Japan look at
70 years of diplomatic relations and
the future in store, they would have to
address not only the weak links in
bilateral relations but also place the
Quad in a realistic perspective of the
deliverables inthe Indo-Pacific.  JJj




CentenAry CelebraTtion of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal ji
by ARSP Dehliradun Unit, oN 8 May 2022

In the centenary celebration of
founder member of ARSP Bharat,
Shri Baleshwar Agrawal Ji, in the
sequence of functions by ARSP,
Dehradun Unit, the first Goodwill visit,
organized from 16-19 October 2021,
to Uttarkashi, Gangotri and Village
Khadi-Chaumpa of district Tehri
Garhwal, attended by 22 members
followed by second Goodwill visit to
Varanasi Sarnath, attended by 26
members, the 3rd, function held at
Dehradun was well attended by over
70 persons including the families of
it's members. Shri Shyam Parande,
Secretary General, ARSP was
present as Chief Guest along with Dr
S Farook, Patron of Dehradun Unit,
as Guest of Honour. Shri Vijay Kumar,
Director, Vishwa Samvad Kendra,
Dehradun was key note Speaker
along with Shri Dayanand Chandola,

Vice President,
A R S P ,
Uttarakhand
Chapter, to speak
s on the life and
achievements of
Shri Baleshwar
& Agrawal Ji. Shri
“ Rajiv Berry,
- President, ARSP,
Uttarakhand Unit,
presided over the
function.

Function started
with the self composed and
melodiously sung Bhajan by Shri
Ashok Windlass, Vice President,
Dehradun Unit followed by Vice
President, Dehradun Unit, Smt Dolly
Dabral, reciting her poems and
presenting her set of books to Chief
Guest and other dignitaries including
representatives of local Hindi dailies.
While Shri Dayanand Chandola, Vice
President, Uttarakhand Unit brought
out the achievement of Shri
Baleshwar Agrawal Ji.

Since Shri Baleshwar Agrawal was
the pioneer of Hindi Samachar Patra,
ARSP, Dehradun Unit decided to
felicitate 4 Editors of leading Hindi
dailies published from Dehradun on
8th May 2022 in the function,
organized to celebrate his Janm
Shatabdi i.e. Shri Kushal Kothiyal of

Danik Jagran, Shri Sanjay Vigyan of
Amar Ojala, Shri Girish Gurarani of
Hindustan and Shri Jitendra Negi
of Rashtriya Sahara, by presenting
mementos.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General, ARSP Bharat and Chief
Guest of function mentioned about
Baleshwar Agrawal Ji, in establishing
ARSP on the pillars of patriotism and
discipline, united the Indian Diaspora
worldwide. ARSP is an institution
working towards conserving values
and traditions in Indian living abroad.

Shri Rajiv Berry, President,
Uttarakhand Unit, in his presidential
address gave information about the
activities being done by ARSP. He
mentioned, ARSP is working towards
bringing together member of the
Indian diaspora, through Goodwill
Visits. The Goodwill Visits
undertaken by ARSP, Dehradun Unit
office bearers include such countries
i.e. Uzbekistan, Indonesia, Hong
Kong, Macaw, China, France,
Mauritius etc in past, was unique
experience. He was happy with the
activities of all the Units in
Uttarakhand. Shri Chandragupta
Vikram , Vice President, Uttarakhand
Unit, while thanking everyone for
successful conduct of the Samaroh,
laid stress for adding young members
tothe Unit. [ |

June 01 : Global Day of Parents
June 05 : World Environment Day

June 12 : Russia : The day of Russia
June 12 : World Day Against Child Labour

June 14 : [ITRTE |

Days 10 Remember

in June, 2022
June 14

June 20
June 21
June 26
June 28

: World Blood Donor Day

: World Refugee Day

: International Yoga Day

: Madagaskar : National Day

g Amavasya [
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Indian PM visits Nepal as both neighbours
look To iMpROVE TiES

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was received by Nepalese PM Sher
Bahadur Deuba as he arrived in
Lumbini, Nepal on 16 May 2022. He
offered prayers at the Maya Devi

temple. Following this, he
participated in a ceremony to lay the
foundation stone for the India
International Centre for Buddhist
Culture & Heritage on the occasion of
Buddha Purnima.

The construction of the
'India International Centre
+« for Buddhist Culture &
* 1 Heritage'-to be undertaken
il by the International
Buddhist Confederation
- (IBC), India, with financial
support from the Ministry of
Culture - comes decades
after most foreign nations,
including US, China,
Canada, France, Germany
and Thailand, among
others, built their centers in
Lumbini as an instrument of
promoting Buddhist philosophy.

This visit is focused on bringing soft
power to the centre stage of India-
Nepal relations while also marking
India's formal presence at the holy
site that's barely 10 km away from the
border. In a statement before his visit,
the PM said, “l also look forward to
meeting Prime Minister Deuba again
after our productive discussions
during his visit to India last month. We

will continue to build on our shared
understanding to expand cooperation
in multiple areas, including in
hydropower, development and
connectivity”.

Although both India and Nepal have
not spelt out the agendas for the
bilateral meetings, five memorandum
of understandings (MoUs) are
expected to be signed, sources said.
Among them the prominent ones are -
the Indian Educational and Cultural
Foundation will sign one MoU each
with Lumbini Buddhist University and
Tribhuvan University, and three
MoUs with Kathmandu University.
Lumbini Buddhist University and the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), Tribhuvan University Nepal
and Centre for Asian Studies (CNAS)
and ICCR, Kathmandu University
and ICCR, the KU and the Indian
Institute of Technology in Chennai are
scheduled to sign two other MoUs.

INdiaN PriMe MinisTeR AddRresses launch of

Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital, Fiji

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, addresses the opening of Shri
Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital in
Fiji on 27 April 2022 via a video
message.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime
Minster thanked the Prime Minister of
Fiji and People of Fiji for the hospital
and said that the hospital is a symbol
of the relationship between the two
countries, another chapter in the

ARSP BULLETIN  MAY, 2022

shared journey of India and Fiji. The
Children's Heart Hospital is one of
its kinds not only in Fiji but in the
entire South Pacific region. He also
expressed satisfaction that not only
the children will get world-class
treatment but all surgeries will be
done free of cost and for that he
appreciated Sai Prem Foundation,
Fiji, Government of Fiji and Shri
Sathya Sai Sanjivini Children's
Heart Hospital of India.

The Prime Minister paid respect to
Brahmleen Sri Sathya Sai Baba
whose sapling of human service has
grown into a huge banyan tree,
serving entire humanity. Shri Modi
also remembered the services of the
Sai devotees during the time of
Gujarat earthquake.

The Prime Minister said that the

shared legacy of India Fiji relation is
based on sense of service of
humanity. India could fulfill its
obligations during the pandemic
based on these values as we could
provide medicines to 150 countries
and about 100 million vaccines to
about 100 countries. Fiji has always
been prioritized in such efforts, he
said.

The Prime Minister continued to dwell
on the depth of relationship between
the two countries. He said despite the
vast ocean separating the two
countries, our culture has kept us
connected and our relations are
based on mutual respect and strong
people to people ties. He
acknowledged the privilege of India
getting opportunities to contribute in
the socio-economic development of

Fiji. H




ExTernAl AFfairs MiNisTeRr of INdiA visits BhuTtan

His Excellency Dr. S. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister of India was on an official visit to Bhutan from 29-30 April
2022, at the invitation of LyonpoDr.TandiDorji, Minister for Foreign Affairs. Dr.Jaishankar was accompanied by senior
officials of the Government of India. The visit was the first high-level official visit since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.

His Majesty The King granted an Audience to the Foreign Minister of India, Dr. S. Jaishankar.

The External Affairs Minister received Audiences with His Majesty The King and His Majesty the Fourth DrukGyalpo.
He also called on LyonchhenDr.LotayTshering, Prime Minister, and met with LyonpoDr.TandiDorji, Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and discussed matters of mutual interest.

During the visit, Dr.Jaishankar and LyonpoDr.TandiDorji virtually inaugurated the Four-lane road from Jungshina to
Chubachu, Bajo-Khuruthang Secondary National Highway and new Bus Terminal in Bumthang. To support Bhutan's
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr.Jaishankar handed over 2000 boxes of essential medical supplies to
LyonpoDr.TandiDoriji.

-

Dr. S. Jainshankar calling on Lyonchhen Dr.Lotay Tshering

The visit was in keeping with the long-established tradition of regular exchange of high-level visits between Bhutan and
India. The External Affairs Minister's visit will further strengthen the already existing close ties of friendship and
cooperation between the two countries. [ ]
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RA vs Re9 Hex iR s 1%
Ih ST WTNT Bloiol & Frferd
TEART W 12 BRAY 2022 BT HATG :
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YA, T SHRBT I 511 AT T
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8U| U BIUHH DI IEFEdl gd
RS EGRCIERCNIC]] gfeara
S IUGAUT UI. ST R T P,
ST 9 9HY Uy d AT b
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gRYg & Wefd S WH WIS
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3U YTl | 3 BRIshH B
eI ETART hletol Bl UTeATdT d
fer—uodl oiRgdr S1. SNfdwex
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w3 31 s 9 @ gY 9 ISl B
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T ? 1 1. AR fazg § Bl yari
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Where The Mind Is Without Fear

Where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not been broken
up into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the
depths of truth;

Where tireless striving
stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way into the
dreary desert sand of dead habit;
Where the mind is led forward
by thee into ever widening
thought and action
into that heaven of freedom,
my father,
let my country awake
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