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It is a great privilege and honour to be 

present here today at the prestigious 

Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Moka on 

this auspicious day. 12th March is 

special for both our countries - the 

day on which the historic Dandi 

March was led by Mahatma Gandhi in 

India in 1930, and the date adopted 

as Mauritius' Independence Day. 

Allow me to convey my heartfelt 

wishes and congratulations, as well 

as from the people of India, to all of 

you on this joyful occasion.

Mauritius and India enjoy special and 

unique ties. Nearly 70 percent of its 

population is of Indian origin, which 

has continued to maintain strong links 

in all spheres with India. It gives me a 

great sense of pride to see that this 

island, where the first batch of 

indentured labourers arrived from 

India nearly 190 years ago, has been 

t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  s t r o n g ,  

prosperous, democratic and modern 

country. Mauritius is one of Africa's 

most prosperous and secure 

c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  a  f i n a n c i a l  

powerhouse.

This impressive transformation is a 

result of immense struggle and hard 

work by you and your ancestors in a 

difficult environment. Initially brought 

as labourers, the aspirational route 

towards acquiring stakes in the 

country's polity and its leadership was 

long, and indeed very remarkable, 

with very few parallels in history. The 

political empowerment of the 

masses, as emphasized by Mahatma 

Gandhi ji during his historic transit 

through Mauritius, has brought 

dividends for Mauritius, which I could 

see today. The remarkable strides 

made by Indian diaspora in Mauritius 

is a matter of pride not only for us in 

India but is an example worth 

emulating for Indians around the 

world.

;gka mifLFkr vki lHkh yksxksa us] u dsoy 

vius fnyksa esa] cfYd thou ds gj {ks= esa] 

Hkkjrh; ijaijkvksa vkSj laL—fr;ksa dks thfor 

j[kdj bl lQyrk dh dgkuh esa cgqr 

egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA ftl mRlkg vkSj 

mYykl ds lkFk e‚jh’kl ds yksx egk 

f’kojkf=] doMh] x.ks’k prqFkhZ] bZn] gksyh] 

fnokyh vkfn tSls R;ksgkj eukrs gSa] og ns[kus 

yk;d gSA eq>s crk;k x;k gS fd e‚jh’kl ds 

dbZ yksx pkj/kke ;k=k ds fy, Hkkjr vkrs 

gSaA Hkkjr ds lkFk&lkFk] e‚jh’kl esa Hkh yksxksa 

us jke eafnj çk.k çfr'Bk lekjksg ij mRlo 

euk;kA

;g LokHkkfod gh Fkk] fd tuojh 2023 esa 

bankSj esa çoklh Hkkjrh; fnol esa] 500 ls 

vf/kd çfrfuf/k;ksa ds lkFk] lcls cM+s 

çfrfuf/keaMyksa esa ls ,d] e‚jh’kl ls vk;kA 

gekjs nksuksa ns’kksa ds chp fo"ks'k ca/ku dks 

latksus ds fy,] eSa vki lHkh ds çfr viuk 

Lusg O;ä djuk pkgrh gw¡A

Three-day State Visit to Mauritius, 

President of India, Smt. Draupadi 

Murmu spearheaded delegation-

level discussions with Prime Minister 

Pravind Jugnauth of Mauritius. Both 

leaders reaffirmed their commitment 

to fortify the longstanding partnership 

between their nations.

The pivotal moment of their meeting 

was marked by the exchange of four 

crucial agreements:
●Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between Internat ional  

Financial Services Centres Authority 

(GIFT City) and Financial Services 

Commission, Mauritius.
●MoU between Public Service 

Commission, Mauritius, and Union 

Public Service Commission.

Mauritius and India enjoy special and unique ties
President- Smt. Droupadi Murmu
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●Protocol to amend the India-

Mauritius Double Tax Avoidance 

Agreement (DTAA) to align with Base 

Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 

Minimum Standards.
●MoU between Central Bureau of 

Investigat ion, India, and the 

Independent Commission Against 

Corruption of Mauritius.

President Murmu and Prime Minister 

Jugnauth virtually inaugurated 14 

community development projects 

funded by the Government of India 

and laid the foundation stone for the 

new Forensic Science Laboratory, 

another initiative supported by India.

In a gesture of diplomatic warmth, 

President Prithvirajsing Roopun of 

Mauritius hosted President Murmu 

for lunch at State House, Reduit.

Earlier in the day, President Murmu 

paid homage at Aapravasi Ghat, a 

site of historical significance for 

descendants of the first indentured 

workers from India. She also visited 

the International Slavery Museum, 

underlining the shared heritage 

between the two nations.

Before concluding her visit, President 

Murmu offered prayers at the sacred 

Ganga Talao, expressing reverence 

for the cultural and spiritual ties 

between India and Mauritius.

Additionally, President Murmu was 

bestowed wi th  an Honorary  

Doctorate from the University of 

Mauritius in recognition of her 

contributions to bilateral relations and 

cultural preservation. In her address, 

she emphasized the importance of 

preserving cultural heritage and 

fostering cooperation among the 

youth of both nations.

The conferment of this prestigious 

honor underscores the deep-rooted 

friendship and collaboration between 

India and Mauritius, transcending 

geographical boundaries and 

enriching their cultural landscapes.

University of Cambridge Launches 
Manmohan Singh Undergraduate 

Scholarship
The University of Cambridge has 

announced the Manmohan Singh 

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  S c h o l a r s h i p  

program, symbolizing a landmark in 

India-UK academic collaboration. 

Named after India's former Prime 

Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, the 

initiative aims to enhance educational 

opportunities for Indian students at 

one of the world's premier institutions. 

Vice-Chancellor Professor Alison 

Richard unveiled the program in New 

Delhi, underscoring its role in 

fortifying educational bonds between 

the two nations. Scheduled to begin 

in the forthcoming academic year, the 

scholarship will cover tuition fees and 

means-tested maintenance for 

undergraduate studies. With an initial 

commitment exceeding £1.5 million, 

the program plans to support up to ten 

scholars concurrently. Generous 

contributions from entities like the 

Eranda Foundation and Bharti Airtel, 

led by Sunil Bharti Mittal, have 

bolstered the scholarship fund. Dr. 

Manmohan Singh expressed 

grat i tude for the honor and 

emphasized the scholarships' role in 

nurturing India's youth. The initiative 

garnered praise from donors and 

s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  a f f i r m i n g  i t s  

significance in fostering socio-

economic development. Professor 

Richard's visit to India underscores 

C a m b r i d g e ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  

collaboration, further cementing ties 

between the two nations. The 

Manmohan Singh Undergraduate 

Scholarship program symbolizes a 

lasting partnership, empowering 

future leaders to effect positive 

change.
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Reflections on the International Conference: 
Ghadar Movement and the Role of Indian 

Diaspora in India's Freedom Struggle
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad 
(ARSP) in collaboration with Sri Guru 
Nanak Dev Khalsa Col lege,  
University of Delhi, organized an 
International Conference on Ghadar 
Movement and the Role of Indian 
diaspora in India's Freedom Struggle 
on 23-24 February, 2024 at 
Akashvani Bhawan, New Delhi. 
Focused on the Ghadar Movement 
and the Indian diaspora's role in 
India's freedom struggle, the 
conference served as a platform for 
ref lect ion,  appreciat ion,  and 
solidarity, delving deep into historical 
narratives, contemporary relevance, 
and global perspectives surrounding 
this crucial chapter in India's quest for 
independence.

The inaugural session, graced by 
esteemed speakers and dignitaries, 
s e t  t h e  t o n e  f o r  i n s i g h t f u l  
deliberations. In his inaugural 
address, Hon'ble Minister of State for 
External Affairs and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Shri V. Muraleedharan, 
emphasized the secular nature of the 
Ghadar movement, noting its diverse 
membership from across India, albeit 
predominantly Punjabi diaspora. He 
underscored the paramount role of 
the Ghadar movement in shaping 
history and its enduring impact on the 
freedom struggle, resonating not only 
within India but also among the 
diaspora worldwide. He highlighted 
the significance of the conference as 
an opportune moment to reflect on 
India's journey to independence, 
drawing lessons from history and 
charting a roadmap for a strong, 
resurgent, and united India poised at 
the threshold of its 'Amrit Kaal'.

In his address, Prof. Gopal Arora 
(Secretary, ARSP, and Convenor of 
the Conference), while outlining the 
conference's objectives, recalled a 
significant moment during a diaspora 

delegate meeting, where it became 
evident to him that the role of Ghadar 
Movement in India's freedom struggle 
has been vastly underrepresented, 
forgotten, and seldom discussed. It is 
this glaring gap in our understanding 
and discourse that propelled him to 
organize the conference and shine a 
light on the unsung heroes of the 
Ghada r  movemen t  and  t he  
Diaspora's remarkable contributions.

Prof. Gurmohinder Singh (Principal, 
SGND Khalsa College) emphasized 
the importance of collective dialogue, 
highlighting the enduring spirit of 
resistance among the Indian 
diaspora, echoing sentiments shared 
by  S.Harmeet  S ingh Ka lka ,  
President, Delhi Sikh Gurudwara 
Management Committee, who 
provided invaluable insights into the 
Sikh communi ty 's  s igni f icant  
contr ibut ions to the Ghadar 
Movement. Through their collective 
narratives, both shed light on the rich 
history and profound impact of the 
diaspora's involvement in resistance 
movements, underscoring the need 
to recognize and commemorate their 
efforts.

Throughout the conference, diverse 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  e n r i c h e d  o u r  
understanding of this historical 
epoch. During his address, Prof. 
Jaspa l  S ingh ,  Fo rmer  V i ce  
Chancellor of Punjabi University, 

underscored the significance of 
heritage preservation. He articulated 
that the loss of heritage is equivalent 
to the loss of history itself. His 
remarks emphasized the importance 
of safeguarding cultural and historical 
legacies, highlighting their intrinsic 
value in shaping collective identity 
and understanding. Padma Shri 
Tomio Mizokami, Prof. Emeritus at 
Osaka University, Japan, offered a 
comprehensive global perspective on 
the Ghadar Movement, highlighting 
its impact beyond Indian borders. His 
insightful analysis expressed how the 
ideals of the Ghadar Movement 
resonated with broader global 
struggles for freedom and justice. Dr. 
Vasudha Gupta, Principal Director 
General of Akashvani, shed light on 
the role of media in shaping public 
opinion during times of political 
upheaval.

Prof. Neerja Gupta, Vice-Chancellor 
of Gujarat University, delivered a 
nuanced exploration of the socio-
cultural transformations catalyzed 
during the Ghadar era. During her 
address, she went beyond theoretical 
discourse and proposed concrete 
action steps and advocated for the 
establishment of separate funds 
within her university dedicated to 
research on the Ghadar Movement. 
Ambassador Virendra Gupta, 
President of ARSP, delivered 
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compelling concluding remarks 
underscoring the enduring relevance 
of the Ghadar Movement.. He 
emphasized the importance of 
continued scholarly engagement with 
its legacy, urging everyone to draw 
inspiration from its principles to 
address present-day challenges. In 
his address, Shri Narayan Kumar, 
Honorary  Di rector  o f  ARSP, 
emphasized that this endeavor not 
only commemorates movements like 
Ghadar and the Indian National Army 
but also advocates for their 
integration into the educational 
curriculum, igniting the imagination of 
future generations.

Technical sessions chaired by 
esteemed academics such as Prof. 
Naresh Kumar( Centre for Diaspora 
Studies, Central University of 
Gujarat) and Prof. Kulvir Gojra 
(Department of Punjabi, Faculty of 
Arts, University of Delhi) provided 
scholarly analysis of the Ghadar era's 
socio-political and cultural dynamics. 
Themes ranging from diasporic 
community mobilization to the socio-
cultural conditions of the time were 
explored in depth, underscoring the 
movement's significance in fostering 
national identity and solidarity.

The second day of conference, that 
is, 24th February 2024 began with the 
fourth technical session chaired by 
Shri Anil Joshi(Vice Chairman , 
Kendriya Hindi Shikshan Mandal). 
The session featured paper 
p resen ta t i ons  tha t  i nc luded  
examination of prominent figures 
such as Gadari Bibi Gulab Kaur, 
analysis of how the Ghadar 
Movement inspired later Indian 
community groups for independence 
and community mobi l izat ion,  
investigations into its impact on the 
Indian diaspora in Singapore, and 
assessments  o f  i ts  po l i t ica l  
ramifications. The conference's 
concluding session chaired by Dr. 
Jasvindar Kaur Bindra ( Punjabi 
Speaker and Language Expert) 
discussed the poetry of Ghadar Lehar 
and Nationalism, an analysis of the 

lasting legacy of the Ghadar 
Movement on Indian poetry,  
particularly through newspapers like 
'Swadheenta Akhbaar'.

After thorough deliberation, the 
conference put forth the following 
recommendations aimed at fostering 
greater awareness and appreciation 
for the Ghadar Movement and the 
Indian diaspora's role in India's 
freedom struggle:

1. In t roduce  courses  on  
diaspora studies at undergraduate 
and  pos tg radua te  l eve l s  i n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  
understanding of  the Indian 
diaspora's role in global contexts.

2. Prioritize research on the 
Ghadar  Movemen t ,  o f f e r i ng  
scholarships or grants to support 
students pursuing studies in diaspora 
studies and related fields, fostering 
deeper academic exploration.

3. E n s u r e  t h e  G h a d a r  
Movement is prominently integrated 
i n t o  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l a  t o   
acknowledge its significance in 
India's freedom struggle and its 
enduring impact on nat ional   
identity.

4. Translate Ghadar literature 
into Hindi and other Indian languages 
to make it more accessible  to a 
wider audience.

5. Organize study tours for 
un ivers i t ies  to  v is i t  Ghadar  
memorials, sensitizing younger 
generations to the sacrifices and 
contributions of Ghadar activists 
towards India's independence.

6. Establish annual events 
dedicated to commemorating the 
Ghadar Movement,  foster ing  
cont inued remembrance and 
appreciation of its significance.

7. D e v e l o p  S h o r t - Te r m  
Courses (STCs) on Diaspora studies 
and encourage the creation of  
online resources to democratize 

access to knowledge about the 
Indian diaspora's history and  
contributions.

8. Implement quizzes on 
Ghadar and its icons to engage 
students and the public in interactive 
learning about Ghadar Movement.

9. Construct a memorial cum 
museum in Delhi to honor the 
legacy of Ghadar activists and  
provide a space for education and 
reflection on their contributions.

10. Digitize documents and 
archives related to the Ghadar 
Movement to preserve historical 
records and make them easily 
accessible for  research and 
education.
11. Stock libraries at institutions 
like Sri Guru Nanak Dev Khalsa 
College and ARSP with books on 
Ghadar-related literature to facilitate 
scholar ly  inquiry and publ ic  
engagement with this topic.

12. Improve the existing Ghadar 
memorials in the USA and establish 
similar memorials or museums in 
other countries where Ghadar 
activists fought against imperialist 
powers, ensuring their contributions 
are recognized globally.

13. Introduce workshops or 
training programs for educators to 
deepen their understanding of  
diaspora studies and the Ghadar 
Movement, enabling them to 
deliver comprehensive lessons  a n d  
perpetuate awareness among their 
students.

In closing, the conference echoed the 
timeless words of Kartaar Singh 
Sarabha, reminding us of the 
indomitable spirit of the Ghadaris and 
their unwavering commitment to 
India's freedom. Reflecting on the 
insights shared and connections 
forged during this conference, we are 
inspired to continue engaging with 
the Ghadar legacy and its resonance 
in contemporary times.
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Report on Short Term Ccourse on Indian Diaspora
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Khalsa College, 
University of Delhi, (IQAC) in 
association with Antar Rashtriya 
Sahayog Parishad and Diaspora 
Research and Resource Centre 
(under the aegis of Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of 
India) conducted a 30 hours short 
term course on “Indian Diaspora: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives''. This 
was the second iteration of the 
c o u r s e ;  p r e v i o u s l y,  i t  w a s  
successfully conducted in November 
2022.

The inaugural session of the course 
was organized on 8th February 2024 
at the auditorium of Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev Khalsa College. Hon'ble Mr 
Charan Jeath Singh, Minister for 
Sugar Industry and Multi Ethnic 
Affairs, Govt of Fiji was the Chief 
Guest of the occasion. His Excellency 
D r  R o g e r  G o p a u l ,  H i g h  
Commissioner of Trinidad and 
Tobago chaired the session. Dr. 
Dhananjay Kumar, a linguist and 
cultural activist, also graced the 
session with his presence.

The Inaugural gathering was 
addressed by Dr. Gurmohinder 
Singh, Principal, SGND Khalsa 
Col lege,  Prof .  Gopal  Arora,  
Secretary, ARSP & Convener of the 
course, and Dr. Vinayneet Kaur, 
Head, IQAC. The session concluded 
with the address of Amb Virendra 
Gupta who in his concluding remarks 
acknowledged the contributions of 
the Indian diaspora all over the world. 
He also mentioned that this course 
will help the participants to learn 
about the important role and 
contributions of the Indian diaspora 
worldwide.

The first session was held on 10 
February 2024 in a hybrid mode, 
where some of the students and 
faculties visited Pravasi Bhavan and 
the others attended through zoom . 
Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary 

Director, ARSP acquainted the 
participants with the topic of “Gandhi 
and Diaspora. This was followed by 
Dr. Dhananjay Kumar's session on 
the theme of Indian Education in the 
Global Context.

On 13 February 2024 , DRRC and 
Antar Rashtriya Sahyog Parishad 
(ARSP) hosted an interactive session 
for 48 participants of 73rd KIP batch 
from 8 countries - Guyana,

Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Mauritius, Myanmar, South Africa, 
and Fiji, to name a few.

This was attended by students and 
faculties of Sri Guru Nanak Dev 
Khalsa College, Delhi University. The 
main highlight of the event was the 
vibrant interaction between the 
students and the KIP participants. 
The session was graced by, H.E. Dr 
Roger Gopaul, High Commissioner of 
Trinidad & Tobago,H. E. H. Dillum, 
High Commissioner of the Republic 
of Mauritius and Miss Koentala 
Hardwarsingh, First Secretary from 
the Embassy of the Republic of 
Suriname.

In this sessions, the participants were 
addressed by Prof Ajay Dubey, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, who 
spoke on 'Evolution of India's 
diaspora policy' and Ambassador 
Anup Mudgal          ( former high 
commissioner to Mauritius and 
founder chairman of DRRC), who 

addressed thegathering on Diaspora, 
Geopolitics and India's soft power.

On February 15th, Ms. Komal 
Chhhikara, Assistant Professor, 
University of Delhi, delivered a 
session on the intersection of 
diaspora and entrepreneurship. In 
the second session, Shri Anil Joshi, 
Vice Chairman of Kendriya Hindi 
Shikshan Mandal, addressed the 
audience on the role of Hindi.

On 17th February, The gathering was 
addressed by Dr Jaswinder Kaur 
Bindra (Punjabi writer and linguist ) 
on Influence of Indian Films, Music, 
creative arts, food, crafts and fashion 
on Indian diaspora. The second 
session was taken by By Dr Indrani 
Rampersad (Indo Trinidadian scholar 
who studied in India ) on Migration 
and diaspora during colonial and post 
independence period

On 19th February , Dr Amba Pande 
shared her views on Gender aspects 
of Indian diaspora. Another important 
session on Migration and Diaspora 
was taken by Prof Chandrashekhar 
Bhatt

One of the key highlights of this Short 
term course was a two day 
International Conference on Ghadar 
Movement and Indian diaspora's role 
in India's freedom struggle organized 
on 23 and 24th February at Rang 
Bhawan, Akashvani Bhawan, New 

Þ
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Delhi.

The inaugural session of the 
conference was attended by notable 
dignitaries where Honorable Shri V. 
Muraleedharan,Minister of State for 
External Affairs & Parliamentary 
Affairs was the chief guest and other 
speakers included- Dr. Vasudha 
Gupta, Principal Director-General of 
Akashvani, Prof. Jaspal Singh, 
Former Vice-Chancellor of Punjabi 
University, Padma Sri Tomio 
Mizokami, Prof. at Osaka University, 
Japan, Prof. Neerja Gupta, Vice-

Chancellor of Gujarat University, and 
Ambassador Virendra Gupta.

The conference was a resounding 
success, where 4 papers were read 
across 5 technical sessions, 
p r o v i d i n g  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  
comprehensive exploration of the 
Ghadar Movement's historical 
significance and contemporary 
relevance. The conference was 
at tended by more than 300 
participants, in online and offline 
mode.

The penultimate session of this short-
term course was conducted two days 
back on 26th February. Three STC 
participants, namely Vasundhara 
Parashar, Titisha and Astha Agarwal 
p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  p a p e r s  o n  
multifaceted aspects of Diaspora, 
followed by a session on Gender and 
Diaspora by Ms. Nidhi Sharma, 
Assistant Professor, SGND Khalsa 
college. This was followed by an 
Open house for student interaction, 
whereby the participants shared their 
valuable experiences and feedback.
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Secretary Puneet Roy Kundal from 
the MEA. Kundal shared his 
experience online, emphasizing 
India's commitment to honoring the 
genocide victims. India's historical 
ties with Rwanda, its proactive stance 
in warning of genocide, and 
contributions during the crisis 
underscore its solidarity. Secretary 
Ravi's visit to Rwanda is part of 
India's broader efforts to deepen ties 
with African nations, focusing on 
e c o n o m i c  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
cooperation, signaling a strategic 
shift in its foreign policy approach.

Top MEA Officials Join Rwanda in Commemorating 
30th Anniversary of 1994 Genocide

Senior officials from India's Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) joined 
Rwanda in commemorating the 30th 
anniversary of the 1994 Rwanda 
Genocide, known as Kwibuka 30, in 
Kigali. New Delhi's iconic Qutub 
Minar was illuminated in the 
Rwandan flag's colors on April 7, 
2024, marking the International Day 
of Reflection on the Genocide in 
Rwanda. High Commissioner 
Jacqueline Mukangira expressed 
gratitude for India's solidarity, calling 
it “a symbol of global unity.” Led by 
President Paul Kagame, the 
commemorative events saw India's 

notable representation, including 
Secretary (Economic Relations) 
Dammu Ravi  and Addi t ional  

Qutub Minar, New Delhi was illuminated in 
Rwandan colours on April 7, 2024 to 

commemorate the 1994 genocide 
against the Tutsis

catering to over 365 students, with a 

notable enrollment of girls. The newly 

constructed facilities are poised to 

enhance the educational landscape, 

prov id ing  improved learn ing 

envi ronments.  This in i t ia t ive 

underscores India's commitment to 

supporting Nepal's development 

a c r o s s  v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s ,  

strengthening bilateral ties and 

advancing infrastructure in priority 

areas.

India Inaugurates Educational Infrastructure 
Project in Nepal's Khotang District

India recently inaugurated a 

significant educational infrastructure 

project in Nepal's Khotang district, 

showcasing ongoing bi lateral 

cooperation. With a grant of NRs. 

36.10 million from the Government of 

India, new school and hostel 

buildings were constructed at Shree 

Sharada Secondary School in Rawa 

Besi Rural Municipal i ty.  The 

inauguration ceremony on April 4, 

2024, witnessed the presence of 

notable figures including San 

Bahadur Rai, Chief of the District 

Coordination Committee; Phatik 

Kumar Shrestha, Chairman of Rawa 

Besi Rural Municipality; and Suman 

Shekhar, First Secretary at the 

Embassy of India, Kathmandu. This 

project, categorized as a High Impact 

Community Development Project 

(HICDP), symbolizes the enduring 

collaboration between the two 

nations. Shree Sharada Secondary 

School, established in 1952, plays a 

vital role in regional education, 
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74th Know India Programme

Diaspora Research and Resource 

Centre (DRRC) - Antar Rashtriya 

Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) organized 

a felicitation and engagement 

program at Nehru Bhawan, Ministry 

of External Affairs, Government of 

India on Wednesday 28 February 

2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  f e l i c i t a t i o n  a n d  

engagement program and the 

culmination of our Short-term Term 

Course (STC) on 'Indian Diaspora: 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives' were 

organized combined. The event 

brought together 40 guests from nine 

countries. These delegates were part 

of the 74th Know India Program 

(KIP). They came from Fiji, Mauritius, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, 

Myanmar, Suriname, South Africa, 

Malaysia and Sri Lanka. Additionally, 

55 students participated in our Short 

Term Course (STC) on 'Indian 

D i a s p o r a :  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  

Perspective'. This course took place 

from February 8th to 28th, 2024, and 

was organized in collaboration with 

DRRC of ARSP and the Internal 

Quality Assurance Committee 

(IQAC) of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Khalsa 

College, University of Delhi.

The main goal of the combined 

program was to provide a platform for 

both the 74th KIP delegates and STC 

students to come together. They had 

the opportunity to listen, observe, and 

interact with each other, as well as 

with the heads of the mission and 

other esteemed guests.

Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary of the 

ARSP, expressed deep gratitude to 

the Ministry of External Affairs for 

graciously offering the opportunity to 

welcome and engage with the KIP 

delegates. In his remarks, he took the 

audience on a comprehensive 

journey through the rich history of 

ARSP and its affiliated organization, 

the DRRC, while also elaborating on 

their guiding principles. Additionally, 

he provided insights into the 

background of STC and highlighted 

the active participation of students, 

researchers, and faculty members 

from various universities across 

India. The course curriculum 

encompasses a wide range of topics, 

spann ing  f rom h is to r i ca l  to  

contemporary diaspora issues, 

approached from an interdisciplinary 

perspective. Both ARSP and DRRC 

actively cultivate connections and 

interactions with the Indian diaspora 

through various events, including 

virtual platforms and physical 

gatherings.

Professor Shashi Bala, Joint 

Secretary of ARSP and Dean of K.M. 

Munshi Centre of Indology at 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, delivered a 

profound lecture on Indian culture. 

She delved into the intricacies of the 

Panch-Mahabhuta, stone sculptures, 

and the Pran Pratidhth philosophy 

from our Veda and Purana. Bala 

highlighted the depth of Indian 

culture, emphasizing its tangible and 

intangible aspects, portraying it not 

just as a lifestyle but as an intellectual 

treasure trove. With reverence, she 

underscored the vast repository of 

texts authored by revered figures like 

Rishis, Munnis, Acharyas, and 

Gurus. Her discourse also illuminated 

the significance of festivals, temples, 

and their underlying philosophies, 

positioning India as a Vishwa Guru of 

cultural intellectuality nurtured 

through centuries of tapasya and 

dhyana. Moreover, she expounded 

on the Indian knowledge system, 

ARSP BULLETIN • MARCH + APRIL, 2024



8

addressing diverse domains such as 

ecology, health, medicine, and yoga. 

Bala's discourse extended to the 

profound impact of Sanskrit on global 

languages, especially English, as 

evidenced by its lexical contributions 

to the first Oxford dictionary. In 

essence, her lecture encapsulated 

the multifaceted essence of Indian 

culture and its enduring influence on 

the world.

Ambassador Virendra Gupta, 

ARSP President, addressed the 

event, emphasizing Indian culture's 

soft power. He welcomed 74th KIP 

delegates and praised Short Term 

Course students. Expanding on Prof. 

Shashi Bala's insights, Gupta 

explored Indian culture's dynamic 

aspects. Drawing from Trinidad and 

Tobago experiences, he illustrated 

how Indian culture adapts globally. 

Gupta highlighted encounters with 

diaspora members embracing 

cultural evolution. Stressing culture's 

fluidity, he emphasized its global 

impact. Gupta underscored Indian 

p h i l o s o p h y ' s  s o f t  p o w e r  i n  

international relations, prioritizing 

d i p l o m a c y  o v e r  f o r c e .  H e  

accentuated the diaspora's role in 

shaping global perceptions and 

f o s t e r i n g  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  

understanding.

M r .  N i l e s h  R .  K u m a r ,  

Charge'd'affaires of the High 

Commission of the Republic of Fiji, 

expressed gratitude towards the 

ARSP and Ministry of External Affairs 

for their efforts in promoting Indian 

outreach to the diaspora. Despite 

hardships, the diaspora preserves 

Indian culture in Fiji, shaping its 

modern identity. He highlighted Fiji's 

deeply entrenched Indian heritage, 

often called “mini India”. Mr. Kumar 

emphasized bilateral relations, 

aiming to familiarize with India's 

culture and global influence. India's 

milestones include Chandrayaan's 

success, G20 presidency, and 

pandemic vaccine supply. Ranked 

fifth globally, India aspires to second 

economic position soon, showcasing 

its democratic and pharmaceutical 

strengths.

Ms. Koentala Hardwarsingh, First 

Secretary at the Surinamese 

Embassy in New Delhi, delivered a 

stirring address, urging engagement 

in India's developmental processes. 

S h e  s t r e s s e d  e m b r a c i n g  

opportunit ies and confronting 

challenges, emphasizing people-to-

people connections. Encouraging 

KIP participants and Short Term 

Course students to utilize the 

platform for youth engagement, she 

highlighted their role in bilateral 

relations. Hardwarsingh praised the 

KIP program's contribution to 

fostering connections with India, 

delving into culture and spirituality in 

Hindi.  Her words resonated, 

emphasizing cultural exchange's role 

in international ties. Hardwarsingh's 

impassioned plea encapsulated the 

essence of  cooperat ion and 

understanding between nations, 

echoing long after her speech.

Mr. Hanani Ben Lewi, Second 

Secretary at the Embassy of Co-

operative Republic of Guyana in New 

Delhi, praised ARSP for their 

successful KIP program. Since 

arriving in September, he embraced 

India's rich culture, expressing 

gra t i tude fo r  the  immers ive  

experience. During his speech, Mr. 

Lewi delved into the history of Indian 

diaspora in Guyana, emphasizing 

the i r  con t r i bu t i ons  and  the  

signi f icance of fest ivals l ike 

Deepawali and Eid in fostering 

diversity. He highlighted India and 

Guyana's strong diplomatic ties, 

applauding collaborative efforts 

across various sectors. Mr. Lewi 

hailed the KIP program as pivotal in 

connecting Guyanese youth with 

I n d i a ,  f o s t e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  

understanding and cross-cultural 

exchange.

Shri Sanjay Bhalla, Vice President 

of ARSP, addressed the program and 

highlighted its uniqueness due to the 

participation of the 74th KIP 

attendees and students from various 

colleges and universities. In his 

speech,  he emphasized the 

importance of understanding Indian 

culture, history, philosophy, and 

civilization, as it holds the solutions to 

all the world's problems. He 

mentioned the philosophy of 

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' and other 

concepts that were addressed by 

Professor Shashi Bala. Mr. Bhalla 

also spoke about India's diaspora 

and its crucial role in making India a 

world leader. He contextualized 

India's past, where our ancestors 

were taken as laborers to different 

parts of the world by powerful 

colonizers, but now, in 2024, India is 

rapidly heading towards becoming a 

developed nation. He ended his 

speech by stating that the world is 

looking towards India, which has the 

potential to deal with the challenges, 

and urged everyone to contribute to 

making India a world leader.

Dr. Vishnu Bishram, a journalist and 

political activist hailing from Guyana, 

br ief ly addressed the event,  

highlighting India's rapid economic 

and soft power ascension. He 

predicted India's forthcoming position 

as the world's third-largest economy 

within a few years. Moreover, he 

referenced Ambassador Virendra 

Gupta's discourse, noting that Indian 

cultural centers and embassy 

initiatives primarily cater to urban 

areas, neglecting rural Indian 

communities. Dr. Bishram advocated 

for increased engagement programs, 

especially in countries like Guyana, 
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emphasizing the importance of 

regular initiatives focusing on rural 

areas, particularly in arts education 

such as dance and music.

Professor Baltej Singh Man, a 

faculty member at San Jose State 

University in California, USA, 

commended ARSP, SGND Khalsa 

College, and the Ministry of External 

Affairs for orchestrating such a 

significant program. He extended his 

congratulations to STC students and 

KIP delegates for their participation. 

Professor Man delved into the subject 

of the student diaspora and NRIs, 

drawing from his own experiences as 

an educator of diaspora students. 

Reflecting on his teaching methods, 

he recounted how he used to 

accompany students to various 

rel igious sites after classes, 

encouraging them to engage in seva 

(selfless service). His discourse 

centered on fostering a lasting 

connection with the Indian diaspora 

through diverse cultural and religious 

in te rac t ions .  Pro fessor  Man 

elucidated on pertinent issues using 

examples from Bollywood, Punjabi 

films, and songs.

Dr. Komal Chikkara, Assistant 

Professor at the University of Delhi, 

hosted an engaging quiz, seamlessly 

blending online and in-person 

i n t e r a c t i o n .  H e r  w o r k s h o p  

emphasized the significance of 

Indian culture, festivals, and 

knowledge systems, fostering 

inclusiv i ty.  Ut i l iz ing thought-

provoking questions, she spurred 

active participation, deepening 

understanding. This dynamic 

approach not only educated but also 

u n i t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  f o s t e r i n g  

companionship. Dr. Chhikara 

concluded with a presentation on 

Short Term Courses and an 

International conference by DRRC of 

ARSP and IQAC of SGND Khalsa 

College, University of Delhi. Her 

multifaceted workshop not only 

enriched understanding of Indian 

culture but also provided valuable 

insights and recommendations for 

future endeavors.

Dr. Vinay Neet Kaur, the Coordinator 

of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell 

(IQAC) at SGND Khalsa College, 

University of Delhi, extended a warm 

welcome to the KIP and STC 

delegates. Drawing upon her 

expertise in diaspora and diaspora 

studies as a Professor in the 

Department of Punjabi Literature, she 

conveyed her excitement for the 

knowledge exchange during the 

inaugural session of the program. Dr. 

Kaur praised the collaborative efforts 

of ARSP and SGND Khalsa College, 

with support from the Ministry of 

External Affairs. She expressed 

appreciation to the STC students for 

their consistent engagement and 

assistance, expressing confidence in 

their acquisition of valuable insights 

for future research endeavors and 

their deepening understanding of the 

Indian diaspora.

Interaction with KIP delegates and 

STC students 

In a lively session with delegates from 

the Knowledge Integration Program 

(KIP) and Short Term Course (STC) 

students, Professor Gopal Arora 

fostered an atmosphere of open 

e x c h a n g e .  T h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

blossomed into a vibrant tapestry of 

ideas, where participants shared their 

diverse perspectives on India. 

Delegates expressed admiration for 

India's cultural r ichness and 

advancements in various fields, 

including Ayurveda, technology, and 

socioeconomic development. Their 

enthusiasm for India's progress was 

evident, reflecting a deep sense of 

pride in the nation's achievements. 

Discussions also meandered into the 

realm of Indian cuisine, with 

delegates reminiscing about the 

culinary delights they savored during 

their visit. The session concluded 

with delegates expressing gratitude 

for the enriching experience and the 

lasting memories they would carry 

with them. Overall, the interaction 

between KIP delegates and STC 

students served as a testament to the 

power of cultural exchange and 

mutual learning.

Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary 

Director of ARSP in his closing 

remark emphasized the invaluable 

benefits of Short Term Courses for 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  H e  

commended both organizations for 

their successful collaboration in 

organizing the course and extended 

congratulations to the 74th KIP 

delegates for their enriching visit to 

India. Additionally, Shri Kumar 

expressed gratitude to the various 

embassies involved and underscored 

Guyana's pivotal role in significant 

historical events, including the 

French Revolution, the Industrial 

Revolution, the Cultural Revolution, 

and the Demerara Revolution, which 

opposed  d isc r im ina t ion  and  

inhumane treatment of African 

slaves.

Dr. Jasvinder Kaur Bindra,  

renowned language expert and 

Punjabi writer, del ivered the 

concluding remarks on behalf of 

ARSP and SGND Khalsa College. 

She expressed heartfelt appreciation 

for the substantial contributions made 

by the Indian diaspora worldwide. Dr. 

Bindra extended her gratitude to 

diplomats from various embassies, 

as well as to the 74th KIP delegates 

and Short Term Course students for 

their cooperation. Additionally, she 

thanked all resource personnel for 

generously dedicating their time to 

facilitate the course.
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Amb. Virendra Gupta, President of 
ARSP, called on the former President 
of Sri Lanka, H.E. Mr. Maithripala 
Yapa Sirisena, on 17 February 2024. 
H.E. Mr. Sirisena noted that the 
economic situation in Sri Lanka 
continued to remain precarious and 
India's help was much appreciated. 
He also emphasized the need for full 
and equitable involvement of the 
Tamil community in the economic 
development of the country and 
noted that requisite political process 

Amb. Virendra Gupta, President of ARSP met the 
former President of Sri Lanka in New Delhi

must be initiated on a priority basis to 
resolve all outstanding issues.

Amb. Gupta informed H.E. Mr. 
Sirisena that one of the focus areas of 
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad 
was to promote cordiality and 
friendship with our neighboring 
countries, particularly at people-to-
people level in the spirit of mutual 
trust and accommodation. He added 
that ARSP was proposing to bring a 
delegation to Colombo shortly for a 

bilateral dialogue on India-Sri Lanka 
Relations.
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In a bid to enhance engagement with 
its diaspora, Karnataka has declared 
its intention to establish a dedicated 
secretariat for non-resident Indians 
( N R I s ) .  H o m e  M i n i s t e r  G  
Parameshwara revealed the decision 
on Wednesday, February 21, 
following a warm reception of NRIs 
from over 15 countries in the state 
Assembly's visitors' gallery.

“The demand for a separate ministry 
for NRIs has been voiced, and it 
aligns with our manifesto. As a 
response, we will be setting up a 
distinct secretariat akin to Kerala's 

Karnataka Announces Plan for NRI Secretariat 
i n i t i a t i v e , ”  a n n o u n c e d  
Parameshwara.

Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao 
emphasized the significance of the 
NRI community, particularly from 
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 
districts, stressing their cultural ties 
and potential for investment. “Their 
contributions are noteworthy, and 
nurturing these connections will 
contribute to the state's progress,” 
remarked Rao.

Arvind Bellad, Deputy Leader of the 
O p p o s i t i o n ,  e c h o e d  s i m i l a r  

sentiments, underscoring the pride 
NRIs bring to the nation and their role 
i n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e  a l s o  
acknowledged their appreciation of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
governance.

With this move, Karnataka aims to 
strengthen its bond with NRIs, 
recognizing their economic and 
cultural significance while facilitating 
avenues for collaboration and 
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
development endeavors.

Thousands of devotees, clad in 
traditional Indian attire, filled the 
streets of Abu Dhabi for the grand 
inauguration procession of the BAPS 
Hindu temple. Known as the “Palkhi 
Yatra,” the procession saw over 
1,100 participants singing and 
dancing joyously to devotional tunes. 
As part of the 'Festival of Harmony,' 
the procession displayed idols from 
the temple's seven main shrines, 
carried on elaborately decorated 
palanquins, symbolizing unity within 
t h e  H i n d u  c o m m u n i t y .  
Brahmviharidas Swami, the project 
head, expressed gratitude and 

Grand Procession Marks Inauguration of BAPS 
Hindu Temple in Abu Dhabi

highlighted the occasion's 
significance. Community 
member  L ina  Baro t  
shared her profound joy, 
praising the temple's 
inclusive atmosphere. 
The temple, inaugurated 
b y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  
N a r e n d r a  M o d i ,  
welcomed over 5,000 
attendees. Spanning 27 
acres and built at a cost of 
Rs 700 crore, it features 
intricate sandstone sourced from 
Rajasthan. With its doors open to the 
public from 9 am to 8 pm daily (except 

Mondays), the BAPS Hindu temple 
embodies cultural harmony and 
spiritual sanctity in Abu Dhabi.
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Ceremonial Launch Marks Milestone in Indian Housing 
Project: 1300 Houses to be Built in Sri Lanka

The ceremonial launch of Phase IV of 

the Indian Housing Project in 

Colombo marks a significant step 

towards addressing housing needs 

and strengthening bilateral ties. With 

the construction of 1300 houses 

across 45 plantation estates in 10 Sri 

Lankan districts, the initiative targets 

the housing requirements of 

plantation workers, notably the Indian 

O r i g i n  Ta m i l s .  L e d  b y  t h e  

Government of India, this phase 

pledges to build 10,000 houses, 

extending support to communities 

across six provinces. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's announcement in 

2017 laid the groundwork for this 

endeavor, emphasizing India's 

commitment to the cause. The project 

underscores the longstanding 

partnership between India and Sri 

Lanka, with a total commitment of 

60,000 houses. Beyond housing, 

grant projects exceeding SLR 30 

billion, including a multi-specialty 

hospital in Dickoya, exemplify the 

comprehensive cooperation. Prime 

Minister Modi's announcement of a 

SLR 3 billion package further 

commemorates h is tor ic  t ies ,  

reflecting shared dedication to 

sustainable development and 

community welfare.
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Geeta Batra, a distinguished Indian 
economist, has been appointed as 
the Director of the Independent 
Evaluation Office (IEO) of the World 
Bank's Global Environment Facility 
(GEF), marking the first time a 
woman from a developing country 
has held this esteemed position. At 
57, Batra currently serves as the 
Chief Evaluator & Deputy Director for 
Evaluation at the GEF's IEO. Her 
e x p e r t i s e  w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  
recognized during the 66th GEF 
Council Meeting in Washington. 

India-born Economist Geeta Batra Appointed 
First Woman Director of World Bank's GEF

Batra aims to provide sound 
evaluative evidence on GEF's 
performance, ensure leadership in 
environmental evaluation, and 
strengthen IEO teams. Based in 
Virg in ia,  US, she pr ior i t izes 
partnerships with mult i lateral 
agenc ies  to  share  e ffec t ive  
environmental strategies globally. 
Her appointment highlights the World 
Bank's commitment to diversity and 
inclusivity, underscoring Batra's vast 
exper ience in  envi ronmenta l  
economics poised to contribute 

significantly to GEF's mission of 
promoting sustainable development 
and safeguarding the global 
environment.

India Inaugurates Educational Infrastructure 
Project in Nepal's Khotang District

India recently inaugurated a 

significant educational infrastructure 

project in Nepal's Khotang district, 

showcasing ongoing bi lateral 

cooperation. With a grant of NRs. 

36.10 million from the Government of 

India, new school and hostel 

buildings were constructed at Shree 

Sharada Secondary School in Rawa 

Besi Rural Municipal i ty.  The 

inauguration ceremony on April 4, 

2024, witnessed the presence of 

notable figures including San 

Bahadur Rai, Chief of the District 

Coordination Committee; Phatik 

Kumar Shrestha, Chairman of Rawa 

Besi Rural Municipality; and Suman 

Shekhar, First Secretary at the 

Embassy of India, Kathmandu. This 

project, categorized as a High Impact 

Community Development Project 

(HICDP), symbolizes the enduring 

collaboration between the two 

nations. Shree Sharada Secondary 

School, established in 1952, plays a 

vital role in regional education, 

catering to over 365 students, with a 

notable enrollment of girls. The newly 

constructed facilities are poised to 

enhance the educational landscape, 

prov id ing  improved learn ing 

envi ronments.  This in i t ia t ive 

underscores India's commitment to 

supporting Nepal's development 

a c r o s s  v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s ,  

strengthening bilateral ties and 

advancing infrastructure in priority 

areas.
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In a strategic outreach to the Indian 
diaspora, the UK's Opposition Labour 
Par ty,  under  Kei r  Starmer 's  
leadership, embraced Holi, the 
festival of colors. Hosted by the 
Brit ish-Indian think-tank 1928 
Institute in London, the event 
gathered notable figures like Mayor 
Sadiq Khan and Starmer's Shadow 
C a b i n e t  m e m b e r s .  S t a r m e r  
h i gh l i gh ted  t hemes  o f  new  
beginnings and unity, aligning Holi's 
spirit with the party's vision for 
na t iona l  renewa l .  S t ress ing  
inclusiveness ahead of the general 
election, he praised the British-Indian 

Labour Party Seizes Holi Festival to Connect 
with UK's Indian Diaspora Ahead of Elections

community's contributions to the UK's 
cultural and economic fabric. 

Labour's Wes Streeting emphasized 
their vital role in the NHS, advocating 
for UK-India healthcare collaboration. 
Dr. Nikita Ved discussed healthcare 
disparities faced by British-Indians, 
emphasizing community resilience. 
Attendees from various sectors 
united to celebrate and strengthen 
bonds, with a performance by 
Raageshwari adding vibrancy. The 
successful event is poised to become 
an annual fixture, symbolizing 
Labour's commitment to cultural 
exchange and minority engagement 
in the approaching electoral season.

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer, London 
Mayor Sadiq Khan and members of his 
Shadow Cabinet to celebrate Holi with 

the Indian diaspora.

In a landmark decision, the Kent City 
Council unanimously appointed Indo-
American leader Satwinder Kaur as 
its president for a promising two-year 

Indo-American Satwinder Kaur Elected President 
of Kent City Council

term. With seven years of dedicated 
service to the council, Kaur succeeds 
Bill Boyce, who graciously nominated 
her. During the February 6 meeting, 
Boyce expressed confidence in Kaur, 
remarking, “You've got some little 
shoes to fill. I'm sure you will do a 
great job, and we are here to support 
you.” Acknowledging Boyce's 
men to rsh ip ,  Kau r  conveyed  
gratitude, emphasizing the shared 
goal of serving the community. The 
Kent City Council, comprising seven 
members, plays a crucial legislative 

ro le  and oversees f inanc ia l  
allocations, including the biennial 
budget. As president, Kaur serves as 
the council's official spokesperson, 
collaborating closely with the mayor. 
Her vision focuses on innovation and 
inclusivity, aiming to bring fresh 
perspectives to the city's challenges. 
With a commitment to spotlighting 
Kent's potential, Kaur's leadership 
signals a future of progress and 
collaboration for the city.

In a vibrant showcase of unity and 
diversity, Malaysians from diverse 
sub-ethnicities within the Indian 
community consecutively celebrated 
their New Year's festivities, starting 
from April 9. The celebrations, 
marked by prayers and cultural 
events, emphasized a profound plea 
for greater unity and harmony among 
the nation's varied races.

The Indian New Year began with the 
Telegu community observing Ugadi 
on April 9, followed by Vaisakhi 

Unity and Diversity Mark Indian New Year 
Celebrations in Malaysia

celebrated by the Punjabi community 
on April 13. Subsequently, the Tamil, 
Malayalee, and Bengali communities 
welcomed Chithirai Puthandu, Vishu, 
and Polia Baisakh respectively on 
April 14.

Addressing the cultural significance, 
Datuk V. Nadarajan emphasized 
historical ties between India and 
Southeast Asia, stressing the need 
for cultural understanding and unity 
a m o n g  M a l a y s i a n s .  T h e  
convergence of the Indian New Year 

with Hari Raya Aidilfitri reminded 
Malaysians to embrace peace and 
tolerance amidst diversity.

With cross-cultural participation 
highlighted at events like Vaisakhi 
celebrations, there's a growing 
emphasis on fostering mutual 
understanding and solidarity. As the 
festivities concluded, Malaysia's rich 
cultural tapestry stands as a 
testament to its commitment to 
building a harmonious society. 
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Wangdue—In honour of the brave individuals 
who sacrificed their lives during the construction 
of the Punatsangchhu-II Hydroelectric Project 
Authority (PHPA-II), Rajesh Kumar Chandel, the 
managing director, opened his remarks at the 
reservoir filling ceremony on February 21, 
coinciding with the King's birth anniversary.

The successful completion of the reservoir filling 
fo r  the  1 ,020 MW Punatsangchhu- I I  
Hydroelectric Project Authority (PHPA-II) marks a 
significant milestone, bringing the project closer 
to its commissioning phase.  Over five months, 
the Punatshangchu will gradually fill the reservoir, 
symbolising the project's advancement toward 
completion.
Once the dam is fully impounded, it will store 
approximately 7 million cubic metres of water for 
power generation, a noteworthy achievement for 
the nation.

Reservoir Filling Ceremony Marks Milestone 
in PHPA-II Project

  ?  Source : Kuensel (Chencho Dema)

Rajesh Kumar Chandel expressed 
gratitude, stating, “We have come 
this far due to the dedication of 
numerous unsung heroes who have 
labored tirelessly over the past 
decade. Many lives have been lost, 
and countless workers have been 
injured or disabled during the 
construction. Today, we honor their 
contributions to this monumental 
project.”

Desp i te  the  pro jec t ' s  in i t ia l  
commissioning target of 2017, 
unforeseen geological challenges, 
flash floods, and the Covid-19 
pandemic led to schedule delays and 
cost overruns, including the 
discovery of a major shear zone at the 
dam foundation. Chandel highlighted 
the collapse of the downstream surge 
gallery (DSG) as a significant 
challenge that once threatened the 
project's feasibility.

H o w e v e r,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  
engineering solutions, the project has 
persevered toward completion.

Various dignitaries including Prime 
Minister Tshering Tobgay, Minister for 
Energy and Natural Resources Gyem 
Tshering, Minister of Health Tandin 
Wangchuk, Members of Parliament, 

and Ambassador 
of India to Bhutan 
Sudhakar Dalela 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  
e v e n t .  T h e  
PHPA-II is a joint 
project between 
the governments 
of Bhutan and 
I n d i a .  T h e  
foundation stone 
was laid by the 
t h e n  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  
Bhutan and the 
External Affairs 
Minister of India 
in 2010.

Ambassador Sudhakar Dalela 
expressed confidence in meeting 
project timelines and emphasised the 
longstanding cooperation between 
Bhutan and India in the hydropower 
sector, which has significantly 
contributed to Bhutan's economic 
growth. As of January 31, the project 
has achieved an overall physical 
progress of 96.83 percent, with major 
components nearing completion.

The project aims to commission all six 
generating units by the end of 2024, 
with a focus on completing major civil 

works by June 2024. Chandel 
expressed confidence in surpassing 
the scheduled commissioning dates 
for the first two units, emphasising the 
team's dedication to the mission.

He affirmed: “I assure everyone 
present that the project will be ready 
to serve the nation in a matter of 
months. Our team is united in this 
mission.” The project has incurred 
expenses of Nu 83 billion (B) to date.

As of January 31, the project has achieved an overall physical 
progress of 96.83 percent
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H.E. Mr. D. N. Dhungyel participated in Raisina 
Dialogue 2024

On his first foreign engagement as foreign minister, Lyonpo D.N. Dhungyel, Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade of 
Bhutan participated in Raisina Dialogue 2024.

in April, 2024

  April 02 :  International Children's Book Day  

April 06 :  International Day of sport for Development & Peace 
 

  April 22 :  Mother Earth Day 

  April 17 :  Ram Navami 

April 08 :  
                      
                April 08 : International Roma Day 
 
April 13 : Baisakhi 

April 14 : Dr. Ambedkar Jayanti

April 26 :  Tanzania - Union Day

April 27 : South Africa : Freedom Day  

  April 23 :  World Books & Copyright Day  

April 23 :  Purnima 
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lkfgR; fdlh Hkh lekt dk thou gS&M‚- lqjsUæ xaHkhj

vUrjkZ"Vªh; lg;ksx ifj"kn vkSj oSf'od 
fgUnh ifjokj ds la;qä vk;kstu ^çokfl;ksa 
ls laokn* (Dialogue with Diaspora) 
J`a[kyk ds varxZr vesfjdk ds çfl) 
f'k{kkfon M‚- lqjsUæ xaHkhj ls lEokn 
c`gLifrokj 4 vçSy 2024 dks çoklh Hkou esa 
vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA 

ÞlkfgR; fdlh Hkh lekt dk thou gS- tc 
Hkk"kk dk ºzkl gksrk gS rks iwjk ºzkl ugha gksrk 
vfirq cktk: Lo:i esa Hkk"kk cph jgrh gS] 
vkt u flQZ f=funkn- xq;kuk] ekjh’kl 
vfirq Hkkjr esa Hkh fganh Hkk"kk dh fLFkfr vPNh 
ugha gSA ;fn orZeku fLFkfr;ksa esa lq/kkj ugha 
gqvk rks fganh Hkh lkfgR; dh Hkk"kk ugha jg 
ik;sxhA cktk: Hkk"kk ds :i esa cs’kd fganh 
cph jgsxhA bl fLFkfr ls cpus ds fy, ;qok 
ih<+h dks Hkk"kk ds ç;ksx ds fy, çksRlkfgr 
djus dh vko’;drk gSA vkt ge Hkkjrh; 
çHkko ds Lof.kZe dky ls xqtj jgs gSa ,sls esa 
gesa fganh vkSj Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvks¡ ds çpkj çlkj 
dks Hkh c<kus dh vko’;drk gSAß 

mijksä fopkj vesfjdk ls vk;s lqçfl) 
f'k{kkfon ,oa Hkk"kk foKkuh M‚ lqjsUæ xaHkhj us 
^^oSf'od fganh ifjokj ,oa vUrjkZ"Vªh; 
lg;ksx ifj"kn ds la;qä rRoko/kku esa 
^çokfl;ksa ls laokn J`a[kyk* ds varxZr 
vk;ksftr laxks"Bh esa eq[; vfrfFk ds :i esa 
cksyrs gq, O;ä fd;sA oSf'od fganh ifjokj 
}kjk foxr pkj o"kksaZ ls Hkk"kk vkSj Hkk"kk ls 
tqM+s fo}kuksa ds lkFk fujarj laokn vkSj 
laxksf"B;k¡ vk;ksftr djrk jgk gS- blh Øe 
esa vkt M‚- lqjsUæ xaHkhj ds lkFk laokn dk 
;g dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd;k x;k gS-ß

,d ç'u ds mÙkj esa M‚- xaHkhj us dgk 

&ÞHkk"kk dk fodkl vko';drk ij vk/kkfjr 
gksrk gS- blfy, çoklh Hkkjrh; f}rh; Hkk"kk 
ds :i esa fganh dks lh[k vkSj viuk ldrs gSa 
ij fganh Hkk"kk ij okLrfod ladV Hkkjr esa gS] 
blfy, fons'kksa ls vf/kd Hkkjr esa fganh Hkk"kk 
dks cpkus vkSj c<+kus dh vko';drk gSA 
lqjsUæ xaHkhj us Hkk"kk ds lkekftd i{k ij 
dgk & Þyksxksa ds chp tk, fcuk Hkk"kk ds 
lkekftd i{k ij dk;Z ugha gks ldrkß Hkkjr 
foHkktu ls tqM+s futh çlaxksa rd ij foLrkj 
ls  ppkZ  dhA

vUrjkZ"Vªh; lg;ksx ifj"kn ds egklfpo 
';ke ijkaMs us vius v/;{kh; oäO; esa  dgk 
& ÞM‚ lqjsUæ xaHkhj us fganh ,oa vU; Hkkjrh; 
Hkk"kkvks¡ dh nqnZ'kk ij tks dqN Hkh dgk gS og 
fparuh; gS] ijUrq iwjk ifjos'k udkjkRed 
ugha gSA eysf'k;k esa ^gsfjVst lkslkbVh* us 
lHkh Hkk"kk nqHkkf"k;ksa dks ,d eap ij ykus dk 
ç;kl fd;k gS fQth esa rfey leqnk; fganh 
cksyrk gSA Hkk"kk ds {ks= esa ,sls usr`Ro dh 
vko';drk gS tks ekr`Hkk"kk ds ç;ksx dks 
çksRlkfgr dj ldsA gesa ;wjksi vkSj vesfjdk 
ls lh[kus dh vko';drk gSA^^

blh Øe esa oSf'od fganh ifjokj ds v/;{k 
M‚- vfuy tks'kh us ̂^oSf'od fganh if=dk^^ ds 
çdk'ku esa laiknd M‚- t;'kadj ;kno] çks- 
Lokfr 'osrk]  M‚- c:.k dqekj ,oa Jh —".k 
dqekj }kjk fd;s x;s ç;klksa dks js[kkafdr 
djrs gq, if=dk ds mís';ksa ,oa  mikns;rk 
ij çdk'k MkykA vfuy tks'kh th us M‚- 
lqjsUæ xaHkhj }kjk fons'k esa Hkk"kk dks vius 
vkpj.k ls çpkfjr vkSj çlkfjr djus ,oa  
çcU/ku ds {ks= esa fganh ds ç;ksx esa muds 
egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku dk ftØ djrs gq, dgk 

fd vxj gesa fganh ds vUrjkZ"Vªh; pfj= dks 
le>uk gS rks gesa lqjsUæ xaHkhj dh ckrksa ds 
fufgrkFkZ dks le>uk gksxkA gesa fganh dks 
Kku dh Hkk"kk cukuk gksxkA fganh Hkk"kk dks 
cpkuk gS rks Hkk"kk ds çfr leiZ.k dk Hkko 
j[kuk gksxkAß

bl volj ij viuk lkfUu/; çnku dj jgs 
vUrjkZ"Vªh; lg;ksx ifj"kn ds ekun 
funs'kd ukjk;.k dqekj us M‚ lqjsUæ xaHkhj ds 
;ksxnku dh ppkZ djrs gq, fons'kksa esa egkRek 
xka/kh }kjk Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvks¡ ds fodkl esa fn, 
x;s dk;ksaZ dh ppkZ dhA

dk;ZØe dk lapkyu ekjh'kl ds Hkkjrh; 
mPpk;ksx esa f}rh; lfpo jgh lquhrk ikgqtk 
us fd;kA bl dk;ZØe esa oSf'od fganh 
ifjokj dh ekfld if=dk ^oSf'od fganh 
if=dk ^dk yksdkiZ.k Hkh fd;k x;kA bl 
volj ij if=dk ds çca/k laiknd vjfoan 
ifFkd us if=dk ds ckjs esa laf{kIr tkudkjh 
nhA 

bl volj ij ̂ ^oSf'od fganh ifjokj] fnYyh 
ds la;kstd fou;'khy prqosZnh] vydk 
flUgk] larks"k dqekj feJ] çeksn f=ikBh] 
ljkst 'kekZ] eukst dqekj flUgk] 'kSysUæ 'kekZ] 
;ksxs'k çrki ds vfrfjä dk;ZØe esa cM+h 
la[;k esa fganh fo}kuksa dh mifLFkfr ,oa 
lgHkfxrk jghA

v‚uykbu ek/;e ls tqM+s egRoiw.kZ O;fäRoksa 
esa M‚- rksfe;ks fetksdkeh] M‚- fnO;k ekFkqj] 
gfjjke ialkjh] M‚- c#.k dqekj] M‚- gjh flag 
iky] g"kZo/kZu vk;Z] ;qjh cks’kksfcdk rFkk 
'kSytk vxzoky çeq[k FksA    
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xnj dfork
lu~ 1913 esa tc xnj vkanksyu vkjaHk gqvk rks mlesa fons’kksa esa jgus okys 
Hkkjroaf’k;ksa us c<+p<+ dj Hkkx fy;kA D;ksafd lHkh dk ,d gh mn~ns’; Fkk 
Hkkjr ekrk dks vaxzsth 'kklu ls eqDr djkokukA blds fy, ,d xnj v[kckj 
fudkyk x;k] ftlesa Økafrdkjh fopkjksa ds ys[k vkSj dfork;sa Nirh FkhA bu 
dforkvksa dks xnj dh gksus okyh lHkkvksa esa tks’k ds lkFk&lkFk xk;k tkrk 
FkkA mYys[kuh; ;g gS fd bu dforkvksa dh jpuk djus okys fl)gLr 
lkfgR;dkj ;k dfo ugha Fks] ysfdu tc Hkh Hkkjr dh vktknh dks ysdj muds 
Hkhrj mRlkg meM+rk rks mudk vkØks’k 'kCnksa esa <ydj dfork ds :i esa 
vxzsath 'kklu ds f[kykQ meM+rkA blesa vf/kdrj dfo vKkr jgs muesa ls nks 
dfork;sa ;gka izLrqr gSA
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xnj dh fourh
ekjks ekj iqdkj ds cksy.kk dh] dksbZ ekjus okyk rS;kj gks tk,

ftl uwa 'kkSd xqyky ns [ksM.ks nk] vkos uky lkMs lkMk ;kj gks tk,
fgUnksLrkfu;ksa rqLlka nk ns’k lk>k] lkjs xnj ns ybZ rS;kj gks tkvks

lkjs lwjes jyks lykg djds] *dës lSadM+s dbZ gt+kj gks tkvks
eUuks xYy uk ewy gjkfe;ka nh] ,d nwljs ns lkjs ;kj gks tkvks

lnk ikS.k myVs jLrs isV ikyw] pky bUgka nh rks [kcjnkj gks tkvks
tM+ksa tqYe fQjax nk dV.ks uwa] fr[[kh rst+ ryokj nh /kkj gks tkvks

flV~Vks rksM+ xqykeh nk tky >wVBk] xQyr uhan nh Nì csnkj gks tkvks
eju okfy;ka Q+t+Z vnk dhrk] thm.k okfy;kS [kqneq[rkj gks tkvks
xnj okLrs QkSt nh djks HkrhZ] ,d nwljs ns ennxkj gks tkvks

Mjks ewy uk ,suk fQjafx;ksa rksa] ekju eju uwa tnksa rS;kj gks tkvks
eqlyeku] fgUnw vRrs [kkylk th] ,d nwljs ns lkjs ;kj gks tkvks

th,.k okfy;ka uky u xYy djh;s] eju okfy;kS rqLlha rS;kj gks tkvks
eUu yks rqLlha xnj nh csurh uwa] xnj dju uwa >V rS;kj gks tkvksA

                                           

xnjh @ gene
xnjh dg.kk lkS[kk c.kuk cM+k vkS[kk] thou eju nk Hkje pqdk, xnjh

y[[kka phj igkM+ leqnzka uwq okax rhj fu’kkus uwq tk, xnjh
vk’kk; vki.ks fop ifjid gksos eat+y dM+h ns[k u ?kcjk, xnjh
nq[kh rs xjhcka ns lq[k cnys tku vki.kh rs [ksy tk, xnjh

gFFk fop lpkbZ e’kky QM+ ds Hkqys HkVfd;ka uwa jkg o[kk;s xnjh
tn rd tqYe nk [kkRek ugha gqank] Hkqy ds dns oh pSu u ik, xnjh
tsgM+k dkSe ?kkrh vi.kk isV ikyw] VaVk ml nk >V eqdk, xnjh

^gene* fop nqfu;k gksj dEe ugha oDr vk;k fd xnjh epk, xnjhA


