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Reminiscencing Baleshwarji

My contact with Baleshwarji despite
the age difference was as a friend .|
could well imagine the reasons for
his interest in the welfare of Indian
community living abroad. He
embarked on setting up of the ARSP
in 1978 knowing fully well that the
Indian community went abroad
primarily for economic reasons and
craved for news on India and wanting

to have cultural connectivity.

Having done postings as a Foreign
Service officer in several countries

where Indian community is settled

ARSP BULLETIN - JUNE, 2022

—be it as Non Resident Indians or as
Person of Indian origin | could sense
Baleshwariji thinking and feelings for
them . Whenever he contacted me to
get information or to provide value to
the organistion | did my best not to
disappoint him. During my career in
the Foreign Service before | retired in
December 2008, did postings in
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Angola,
South Korea, Kuwait, North Korea,
UK and Trinidad and Tobago. In most
of the countries where | was posted a
fairly large Indian community is
settled. It was an honour and privilege
provided by the Government of India
to serve in these countries for not only
promoting India,s interest and
friendship but also for the interest of
the Indian community. Baeshwarji
often remembered me and saw to it
that when posted to countries with
large Indian community like UK and
Trinidad and Tobago his organisation

ARSP felicitated me. On retirement

& J.S.Sapra
Former Secretary, MEA

when | joined the ARSP and was
assigned the task as Chairman of
Foreign Cell Committee | did my best
to promote this non political
organization and engage in its

activities.

Several meetings and seminars were
organised which were attended by
Indian and Foreign diplomats
amongst other eminent persons.
They all carried words of praise for
the efforts of Baleshwarji to raise and
nurture the ARSP.

Baleshwariji till he fell sick provided
the guidance His strictness and
flexibility in running the ARSP was
admirable. He remained mentally fit
till very late stage of his life .He could
recall important developments and

works of the organization .

| wish him a peaceful abode and feel
that he will be always watching from
above the development of ARSP. [l




Indian Arrival was observed all over
Trinidad and Tobago on Monday May
30 with religious services, cultural

programs, skits and re-enactments of
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Indian Arrival
Loy

the first landing of Indian indentured
laborers on May 30, 1845. Programs
were held in several parts of the
country. Meals were served and
hampers distributed to the less
fortunate. Indians account for nearly

40% of the population of T&T.

Some 148,000 Indians came to
Trinidad to work on varied types of
agricultural plantations. Recruitment
of laborers ended in March 1917 and
indentureship was abolished on
January 1, 1920. Commemorative
activities were held in March 2017
and in 2021 (delayed by a year
because of Covid). Indian Arrival has
been a holiday in T&T since 1995.
Indian Arrival has been observed
over the last one hundred years.
Petitions for a holiday in recognition
of the Indian contribution to the nation
was ignored until 1995, the 150th

anniversary of Indian arrival.

marks the 177th

anniversary of Indian arrival. It is a

This year
day to connect with the Indian
diaspora throughout the Caribbean
and worldwide. The first set of Indians

arrived in Caribbean territories in May

Ad

and June.
Almost every
territory
(English,
Dutch, French)
~ commemorate
: s Indian
{ Arrival. The

Indians were
brought by the then colonial
government to rescue the dying
agricultural economy of Trinidad
following the end of slavery by the
British Parliament in 1834. Indians
resuscitated the T&T and other

economies.

The commemorative activities in T&T
reminded the nation of the horrific
experience of the indentured laborers
on board the ship as well as their

experience in T&T.

As many commented, the Indians
experienced trauma, dislocation, and
anguish as they crossed the Kala

Paani (dark water).

Delivering remarks on the occasion of
the 177th Indian Arrival were the
President Paula Meekes, PM Dr.
Keith Rowley, Opposition Leader
Kamla Persad Bissessar, and various

other elected officials.

Indian have helped to shape the
multi-cultural identity of T&T. They
have also contributed significantly in
a variety of areas to the development
of the nation. [ |
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Indian Arrival DAy COMMEMORATIONS

Trinidad and Tobago celebrated
Indian Arrival Day on May 30 with a
variety of events and activities
throughout the country. Indian Arrival
Day, which is a public holiday in
Trinidad, marks the arrival of the first
group of Indians to the Caribbean
islands. Trinidad was the first country
to observe Indian Arrival Day and in
the past decade other countries
which have Indian origin communities
whose ancestors were brought there
to work on sugarcane plantations
have begun to celebrate the arrival of
Indians to the countries.

Over a million Indians sailed across
the seas in the 19th century and early
decades of the 20th century to work
on sugarcane plantations in the
imperial colonies. They were
indentured — that is, they were bound
by an indenture contract to work for
an estate owner for a period of five
years, and were known as -—
girmitiyas, the term derived from
girmit for agreement. The
descendants of the girmitiyas mark
the arrival of their ancestors in
several of the former colonies by
celebrating Indian Arrival Day or
Girmit Day in the month of May and
early June.

People of Indian descent take pride in
their ancestors' for overcoming the
adverse conditions that they had
faced and making a new life for
themselves. Indian Arrival Day
honours those ancestors and asserts
the Indian identity in the countries of
their residence. Indian Arrival Day
commemorations have gained in
importance as a public recognition of
the contribution of the early Indian
arrivals to the revival of the
sugarcane and cocoa economies of
the host countries. They also
emphasise the integral role of the
Indian communities in the
development of the former colonies
and their integration in the social
fabric of the host societies.

Most of the sailing ships left Calcutta
(Kolkata) port and later Madras
(Chennai) port, reaching their
destinations after a three month long
voyage. The ships sailed in the winter
months to take advantage of the sea
winds and reached the Caribbean
colonies and Fiji Islands in the month
of May and early June. The process
of taking Indians as indentured
workers to the colonies began when
the first sailing ship, the Atlas docked
at Port Louis harbour in Mauritius with
its passenger load of 36 indentured
workers in November 1834. Mauritius
holds its Indian Arrival Day on
November 2. The tiny island nation of
St Vincent and the Grenadines
observes Indian Arrival Day on June 1
while Suriname celebrates the arrival
of Indians to the country on June 5.

After Indian indentured workers
began working in Mauritius, other
British colonies like British Guiana
(Guyana) and Trinidad and Tobago
also recruited Indian workers for their
sugar plantations. The first group of
indentured workers from India
reached British Guiana on May 5,
1838. Over the next few decades,
indentured workers were taken to the
other Caribbean islands, from
Reunion Island, Jamaica, St Lucia, St
Vincent and Grenadines to Grenada
and Belize on the eastern coast of
Central America. The British colonial
government allowed the Dutch and
French government to recruit
indentured workers for their colonies
in Suriname, Reunion Island and
Guadeloupe. Fiji Islands in the South
Pacific were colonised in 1874 and
received the Leonidas, the first ship
carrying indentured workers on May
15,1879.

The indenture system lasted from
1834 to 1920 when the last indenture
contracts lapsed. The indenture
system lasted eight decades and
there are now substantial Indian
origin populations in Mauritius,
Trinidad, Guyana, Suriname and Fiji

and small diasporic =
communities spread f \
through the tiny, Ll
exotic Caribbean p e

islands. The
indentured workers
had little idea of their
destination and the = Shubha Singh
conditions they would face in new
land. Most of them had been lured or
even deceived by the glowing tales of
the recruiters; many did not know that
they were being taken to a foreign
country. Conditions on the
plantations were harsh and after
ending the indenture period, the
Indians faced discrimination and
other challenges in the colonies, with
their culture and traditions derided as
alien and uncivilised.

In the decades after indenture ended,
the Indian communities tried to forget
the days of adversity; slowly the the
indenture period was pushed to the
background. Younger generations of
Indians had little knowledge of their
ancestors' history; indenture found
no place in the school books.
Concerned, public spirited Indians
sought to revive the Indian culture
and traditions that had faded from
memory and create awareness of the
Indian heritage. They held small
festivals of Indian culture and history.

There are now Indian Arrival Day
commemorations throughout the
month of May and early June
beginning with Guyana which holds
its official function on May 5. The
ceremony takes place at the
Monument Garden in Georgetown,
which has a replica of the barque
three-mast sailing ship, the Whitby
that brought the first group of Indians
to what was then British Guiana.
Arrival Day function begin with
presenting floral tributes to honour
the ancestors followed by cultural
functions that showcase Indian
music, dances and cuisine. Among
the memorial events in Guyana is a
pilgrimage to Berbice, the Highbury

—
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plantation where the first batch of
Indians were sent to work.

Grenada with its tiny population of
people of Indian origin held its first
commemorative function in 2007 on
May 1 while Martinque holds its
Arrival Day functions on the first
weekend of May. St Lucia and
Jamaica mark Indian Arrival on May 6
and May 10. Fiji's 'Girmit Day' melas
are held after the official May 15th
function and Trinidad holds a week-
long celebrations of melas, cultural
programmes and seminars around
May 30. St Vincent and Grenadiers
holds its Memorial Day function for
their Indian ancestors on June 1.
Suriname's Indian Arrival Day
ceremonies begin on June 10 with the
laying of flowers at the “Baba and
Mai” (Father and Mother) statues in
Parimaribo where Indians first landed
in Suriname.

Addressing an Arrival Day event on
May 30, former Prime Minister of
Trinidad Kamala Persaud Bissessar
recalled that when she was elected
Member of Parliament for the first
time from in 1995, she attended a
function at President's House
wearing a sari. She later learnt that it
was the first time anyone had visited
President's House wearing Indian
attire. “Our culture is no longer
strange or foreign,” she said. It was
part of Trinidad culture whether it was
roti and chicken curry that was a
popular food in Trinidad or chutney
music that incorporated elements of
calypso with Indian folk music

St Lucia, the tiny island nation in the
eastern Caribbean held its first Indian
Arrival Day in 2016.Dr Leonard
Surage, one of the founders of the
Indian Diaspora association of St
Lucia had explained at that time that

many St Lucians of Indian descent
knew very little of their origins and
roots. The few who do were quickly
passing on. The Indian Diaspora
association was formed by a group of
people to keep the Indian heritage
and culture alive. The first group of
318 Indians arrived in St Lucia on the
ship, Palmyra on 6 May 1859. The
last ship to bring Indian indentured
workers to St Luciawas Volga, which
met a tragic fate. The Volga, carrying
on board 156 Indian workers, had just
reached within sight of St Lucia's
capital, Castries, when it capsized
and sank just outside Castries
Harbour on 10 December 1893. That
is part of St Lucia's Indian history.
The arrival day ceremonies serve to
emotionally connect with the story of
our forebears and revive the old
cultural practices, he said. B

New IndiaN envoy To UKRAINE pRESENTS
credenTials To Zelensky

The new Indian ambassador to Ukraine, Harsh Jain, presented his credentials to President Volodymyr Zelensky earlier
this week. India had last month decided to reopen its embassy in Kyiv.

According to Ukraine, Zelensky noted that Ukraine and India are united by the belief in freedom and independence.
“The President quoted the words of the national hero of India Mahatma Gandhi that aptly describe Ukraine and
Ukrainians: 'Strength is in the absence of fear, not in the number of muscles in our body. First they ignore you, then they
laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win,” said the President's office in a press release.

According to the Ukrainian President, relations with India are very important for Ukraine, and he appreciates contacts

with the leadership of this country.

Indian-American 8Th-grader HaRrini Logan crowned
2022 Scripps National Spelling Bee champion

Harini Logan, a 14-year-old Indian-
American eighth-grader from Texas,
spelled 21 words correctly to win the
prestigious 2022 Scripps National
Spelling Bee, beating Vikram Raju in

a marathon, first-of-its-kind spell-off,
a format that tested the contestants
on how many words they could
correctly spell within 90 seconds.

Logan, who took home the USD
50,000 cash prize and Scripps Cup
trophy on top of awards from
Merriam-Webster and Encyclopedia
Britannica, spelled 21 out of 26 words
correctly.

The Spelling Bee features
elementary and middle school

students spelling words that would
cause most adults to stumble. The
National Spelling Bee was launched
in 1925.

“Our 2022 Scripps National Spelling
Bee Champion Speller 231 Harini
Logan draws inspiration from VP
@KamalaHarris. After tonight, Harini
is inspiring a new generation of
spellers everywhere. She says it
takes a village to build up a speller.
Her's is happy tonight,” Scripps
National Spelling Bee said in a tweet.
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INndian Embassy in Guyana Observes INTERNATIONAL
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The Indian High Commission
(Embassy) to Guyana participated in
an international day of yoga with
members of the Guyana Police Force
in Georgetown, the capital city.

The yoga session is a run up to the
8th International Day of Yoga
(IDY2022) celebrations. The United
Nationals officially declared June 21
as International Yoga Day, an event
was that was first observed in 2015
globally.

A release from the Indian High
Commission stated that the High
Commission of India led by High
Commissioner Dr KJ Srinivasa
organized a Curtain Raiser Yoga
Session event for IDY 2022 with the
Ranks of the Guyana Police Force
(GPF) on 28th May 2022 in the Police
Officers' Mess Annex, Eve Leary,
Georgetown. Some 80 officers from
GPF attended the Yoga session. High
Commissioner of India H.E. Dr. K. J.
Srinivasa, Deputy Commissioner of
Police Calvin Brutus and Head of
Special Branch Errol Watts from GPF,
were present during the Yoga
session.

The release stated: “While
addressing the GPF officers at the

Day of Yoga with Pol
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Yoga session, the High
Commissioner shared information
about Yoga, it's benefits for mental,
spiritual and physical wellbeing and
its relevance, and how several people
especially frontline workers including
police officers across the globe have
benefited by practicing Yoga during

the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Yoga Session was organised

with the aim of extending benefits of
Yoga to the Ranks in these testing
times. Yoga helps immensely in
controlling mental stress and tension
as well as to keep them healthy and
fit. Thus, India's gift of Yoga to
humankind all over the globe has truly
been alife saver.

In December 2014, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a
resolution sponsored by 177 member
nations unanimously proclaiming
21st June, the longest day in the
northern-hemisphere, as
International Day of Yoga. Since then,
21st June is being celebrated as
International Day of Yoga every year.
Yoga is a system of holistic living,
having its roots in Indian tradition and
culture. Yoga has transcended the
barrier of race, religion and culture
and has become a global movement.

iIce Force

Yoga is essentially a mental and
physical discipline based on an
extremely subtle science which
focuses on bringing harmony
between mind and body. It is an art
and science for healthy living.

The High Commission of India will
also be organizing one more curtain-
raiser event for the IDY 22 with the
Guyanese Defence Forces (GDF) on
Wednesday, 8th June 2022. The
main event will be held on Sunday,
19th June, 2022 from 1000 hrs
onwards at the Everest Cricket
Ground in Georgetown where
Guyanese dignitaries are expected to
join along with Diplomatic Corps,
students, etc. On 21st June 2022,
starting at 0830 hrs an Yoga event will
be held at the Indian Arrival
Monument in Palmyra, Berbice. This
event has been selected to be
telecast live across the world as part
of an initiative of the Government of
India to ensure live broadcast of 24
hours of Yoga on IDY 2022 from
iconic locations from across the globe
and is denoted as “Yoga Ring”. The
High Commission of India invites all
Guyanese to join these celebrations.
These events will be live broadcast
on the Facebook pages of the High
Commission of India and the Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Center as well
as in prominent Guyanese TV
channels.

Apart from the above, the IDY22
celebrations will be conducted on
19th June 2022 in Antigua & Barbuda
(at the residence of His Excellency
the Governor General), St. Kitts &
Nevis and Anguilla at iconic locations
where various dignitaries will grace
the occasion”. [ |



Dialogue with Diaspora
Indian Diaspora iN Caribbean CounTtries

Diaspora Research and Resource
Centre (DRRC), Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), New
Delhi has started a fortnightly virtual
programme, 'Dialogue with Diaspora'
in which, important members of
Indian diaspora from different
countries  and relevant Indian
experts are invited to share their
ideas and experiences for deepening
their engagement with India and for
networking with global P1Os.

As part of this series, ninth session on
Indian Diaspora in Caribbean
countries was organised on Monday,
18 April 2022. Dr Vishnu Bisram, who
is a renowned Journalist,
Academician, and Writer and also
holds the position of Director of Indian
Diaspora International Center in New
York, was the key speaker. The
programme was moderated by Shri
Narayan Kumar, Hon. Director,
ARSP. Shri Shyam Parande,
Secretary General, Shri Mukesh
Aggarwal, Vice President, Prof.
Gopal Arora, Secretary, ARSP and Dr
Rakesh Pandey joined in the
discussion.

Dr Bisram shared his experiences in
Caribbean countries especially in
Guyana as a member of the Indian
diaspora. He shed lights on the
opportunities and challenges they
faced in these countries as a member
of Indo-Caribbean community. He
mentioned that a major challenge
faced by the Indian diaspora in the
Caribbean countries is their declining
population. For better education and
livelihood, Indian community is
moving to North America with no
desire to move back, resulting in
considerable reduction of population
of Indo-Caribbean community over
the years. Though with the new found
wealth (oil discovery), reverse
migration is seen in Guyana, but they
are mostly coming back to invest not

6

to settle there.

Dr Bisram pointed out that Indian
diaspora in Caribbean countries
donned multiple identities but still
they are proud of their Indian identity
and their Indian connect is very
strong. He urged the GOl and ARSP
to take measures and play a greater
role in enhancing and promoting the
diaspora role as a soft power as it will
help in strengthening the relationship
between India and Caribbean
countries. He also urged to build
relationship with small Caribbean
islands and the Indian population
living there.

Dr Bisram mentioned that Indian
foods, music and bollywood is
extremely popular in the Caribbean
countries, efforts should be made to
familarise the population with these
cultural tools effectively. He also
highlighted and appreciated the good
will efforts of government of India
during the Covid times towards the
Caribbean countries especially for
smaller islands of the Caribbean.

On the question of oil discovery and
rising GDP of Guyana, Dr Bisram
emphasized that local population is
yet to get the full advantage but the
efforts are now being made to
percolate these benefits to them.
Guyanese government is making
efforts to diversify the economy. He
also mentioned that Guyana is the
largest recipient of aid from India
under LOC's. He suggested that India
should use this oil relationship for
mutual benefits.

While discussing about the issue of
language, Dr Bisram stressed that
most Indian people in Caribbean
countries have interest in learning the
Hindi language but the opportunities
provided are limited. He was happy to
announce that through his and his

& Dr Ruchi Verma

Research Fellow

DRRC-ARSP

group efforts, Guyana government

has agreed to introduce Hindi in the
regional CSE, so now there will be a
curriculum and textbooks in Hindi
language.

Some important suggestions
emerged during the discussion are
given below:

» Indo-Caribbean youth is migrating
to United States for better
education. Heightened efforts
should be made by India via e-
teaching and e-learning to provide
opportunity to them to study in the
higher educational institutions of
India. More scholarships should
be provided to them. Skill
development facility should also
be giventothem.

» For the promotion of Hindi, it was
suggested that High Commission
of India in these Caribbean
countries can provide classes in
conversational Hindi, which then
shifts to rural areas, as Indians are
mostly spread in rural areas due to
agricultural occupation.

« India should make conscious
efforts to provide sessions of
Indian cultural aspects like-music,
food, language etc. in rural areas
of these Caribbean countries.
Various kinds of EXPQ's of Indian
products can also be organised in
order to create awareness about
them.

The participants praised this dialogue
with diaspora initiative and suggested
to have more such sessions with
PIOs in Caribbean countries to
address their needs and
expectations.

** The full recording of the event is
available at the link given below:

https://youtube.com/watch?v=aGSq
YYZIEZw&feature=share [ |




High Level Guests Felicitatre Mysuru based
Swami Ganapathi Sachchidananda

k

High-level political guests
(Governors, Chief Ministers,
Ministers, MPs, State legislators),
Police Commissioners from around
the India, swamis and other famed
religious figures, business leaders,
and university scholars descended
on Mysuru at the ashram of
Ganapathi Sachchidananda Swami
of Avadootha Datta Peeta on various
dates between May 22 and 31 to
mark his 80th birthday. Guests were
greeted with 'Jai Gurudatta', the
customary greeting adopted by the
Swami and members of his several
ashrams globally in the Caribbean
and the rest of the diaspora.
Devotees traditionally greet each
other accordingly 'Jai Gurudatta'. The
many swamis, too many to list here,
were present for the festivities and
rituals relating to the 80th
anniversary. These swami made
enormous contributions to the
ashram and the work of Swamiji..

The political guests spent some time
atthe Ashram, wished the Swami well
and long life on his birthday, received
blessings, and took part in activities.
There was a heavy police presence
for the many dignitaries during the
several days of celebrations.

Swamiji is enormously popular in
India and in the diaspora having
ashrams in several countries
including Trinidad. Caribbean
nationals and members of the Indian
diaspora of several countries,
including from the USA, partookin the
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festivities to commemorate Swamiji's
80th birthday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi delivered felicitations
and remarks virtually video a live
video link. Thousands of devotees
were present daily for the religious
programs from May 22 to 31. There
were also events held prior to May 22.
The Swami has millions of followers,
many of who tuned in virtually to
watch the proceedings from every
corner of the globe.

The guests, including Governors,
CMs, and Ministers of government,
came to pay obeisance and also
listened to the divine bhajans. Their
heartfelt wish for darshan from Sri
Swamiji has been fulfilled. The high-
level guests and swamis and other
special guests were honoured by Sri
Swamiji and the ashram committee.

Various cultural and social events
were held including the distribution of
aid to especially abled citizens as part
of the celebrations. Chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai of Karnataka
state inaugurated one of the
programs.

Also gracing one of the programs was
Union Minister of
ParliamentaryAffairs, Coal and Mines
Pralhad Joshi. He is the most senior
member of Parliament, Union
Minister of Parliamentary affairs. He
came to bring best wishes to Sri
Swamiji. He urged listeners and
attendees to maintain their traditional
form of worship. By propagating

Hanuman Chalisa and
Dattatreya Aradhane , Sri
A Ganapathy Swamiji has
given mental peace to the
people. He stated: “Despite
our country having a
population of 135 Crore of
divergent communities, has
' more peace than other
countries”.

The Chief Justice of India was also
present on one of the days.

Her Excellency Anandiben Patel,
Governor of Uttar Pradesh, honoured
the Swami. She said Sr Ganapathy
Swamiji is simultaneously
propagating religion and music to the
world. She said she had never seen a
better Bonsai garden anywhere in the
world than the one in the ashram. She
is in the process of having a bonsai
garden in Raj Bhajan. She invited Sri
Swamiji to come to UP. She also
assisted the ashram in locating a plot
in Ayodha to build an ashram on the
Suru River. Sri Swamiji said he will be
going to Ayodha in the near future to
lay the foundation stone for that
ashram.

Mysuru-Kodagu MP Pratap Sinha
expresses gratitude to Sri Swamiji for
the development of Mysuru.
Announced that PM Modiji will
participate in Yoga day on June 21 at
the Mysuru Palace in honour of Sri
Swamiji's birthday.

The Chief Minister of Goa Pramod
Sawant also inaugurated one of the
programs.

All the political guests expressed
gratitude to Sri Swamiji for the
development of Mysuru and
surrounding areas and for his social
workaround. They praise him for
encouraging Indians to maintain their
culture and faith. B
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Six Punjabis have been elected to the provincial legislature of Ontario in elections held on Thursday. The Progressive
Conservative Party (PC) has again got mandate from the people. As many as 20 Punjabis had contested the poll in the
Brampton and Mississauga areas in Ontario.

P Sarkaria

Deep. Amarjot Sandhu

Nina Tangri

Six Punjabis who won are: Hardeep Grewal from Brampton East, Prabmeet Sarkaria from Brampton South, Amarjot
Sandhu from Brampton West, Nina Tangri from Mississauga Streetville, Deepak Anand from Mississauga Malton and
Parm Gill from Milton.

In 2018, seven Punjabis had won in the provincial polls in Ontario. This time a major upset was witnessed with NDP
president Jagmeet Singh's brother Gurrattan Singh losing to Hardeep Grewal in Brampton East Riding. Gurrattan was
defeated at the seat considered Jagmeet family's political base in the Greater Toronto area.

Two sitting MLAs Sara Singh and Harinder Malhi lost from Brampton Central and Brampton North, respectively. Malhi
was the lawmaker behind the 1984 genocide motion in the Ontario provincial parliamentin 2016.

Expectedly, the PC headed by Doug Ford fared well, winning 83 of the 124 seats. The NDP headed by Jagmeet Singh
bagged the second spot with 31 seats followed by Liberal Party which won eight seats, while Greens and Independents

won one seat each. B
Days T0 Remember

in July, 2022

July 01 : Canada Day (National Day of Canada) July 13 : IThINE |

July 04 : U.S.A. National Day July 14 : France National Day

July 05 : Venezuela National Day July 21 : Belgium National Day

July 11 : Mongolia National Day July 26 : Maldives Independence Day
July 11 : World Population Day July 27 :

Charu Sood is Deputy Mayor in UK

She was first elected from the same

Chandigarh-born

Chandigarh-
born Charu
_ Sood has been
. elected Deputy
Mayor of
Elmbridge (UK).
She retained
her councillor's
seat for the
second consecutive term in the
Elmbridge Borough Council in the
recent elections.

seat in 2018 and made a name for
herself. The win was even special as
Charu was one of the star candidates
for the Conservatives in Elmbridge
and one of the few who managed to
retain their seats.

“She won with a clear majority despite
Conservatives' downfall in the
elections. She is perhaps the only

one from the city to be elected as the
Deputy Mayor of Elmbridge,” said
Shashi Bhushan Sood, Charu's
father, who lives in Chandigarh.

He said, “She is also among the
youngest to be elected for the second
consecutive term. She did her
schooling from Chandigarh before
moving to Barcelona and later to the

UK.” [ ]



Guyana PM Visits Guyanese Store in Maryland
TO PROMOTE Guyanese Producrs

Guyana PM Visits Guyanese Store in
Maryland to promote Guyanese Products

Guyana's Prime Minister, Mr. Mark
Phillips,
courtesy visit to the Caribbean

unexpectedly made a

Market, a Guyanese owned West
Indian Store in Maryland. The PM, his
wife, and delegation were in nearby

Washington for the gala affair on June

1 to commemorate the 56th
anniversary of Guyana's
independence organized by the
Guyana Embassy.

Mr. Philip and delegation visited the
shop that sells a variety of West
Indian products on Thursday June 2.
The shop is owned by New Yorker
Dave Narine of Dave West Indian
products. The PM visited the store to
promote Guyanese products and to
encourage the diaspora to use
Guyanese products so as to increase
trade between America and Guyana.
Over three quarter million individuals
in America are of Guyanese descent
with thousands settled in the greater
Washington DC area. They patronize
the Caribbean Market. The

Caribbean Market prides itself as the

lone West Indian store in the area.

The PM interacted with the the store's
manager Mr. Narine, Dave's father,
who is a retired headmaster of
Number 59 government school, on

the Corentyne.

The PM also met shoppers and
posed for photos. This is the first visit
by a Guyanese VIP to the Caribbean
Market. The store manager and the
public graciously welcomed the PM
and his delegation. The PM, the
President, Vice President, and
members of the cabinet in earlier trips
visited Guyanese stores on Liberty

Avenue, Richmond Hill. ||

India's High Commissioner to
Guyana and Guyana's Foreign
Minister Hon. Hugh Todd, engaged in
wide ranging discussion on relations
between the two countries.

The High Commissioner made a
courtesy visit to the Foreign Minister
at his office in Georgetown, Guyana
last Monday May 30. The visit and the
exchange come after the Minister's
visitto India in late April.

The Minister and the High
Commissioner held discussions on
issues arising out of the former's India

i visit. That was the
U4 Minister's first visit to
i India.

B The High Commission
issued arelease:

% “Following the successful
visit of the Honourable
Hugh Hilton Todd,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation of
Guyana to India in April 2022, His
Excellency Dr. K.J. Srinivasa, today
called on Hon'ble Minister Todd and
discussed several points in follow up
to the meeting held between
Honourable Minister Todd and His
Excellency Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, Minister of External
Affairs of India, to further advance the
cooperation agenda between
Guyana and India including
agriculture, infrastructure, renewable
energy, education, healthcare, oil and
gas, dairy farming/cattle rearing,

GuyANA FOREIQN MinisTer & Indian Amb. Hold Discussions

capacity building & training,
cooperation in multilateral fora
including UN & related agencies and
CARICOM. Both sides discussed the
furtherance of the high agenda
discussed at the Multilateral Strategic
Dialogue “Raisina Dialogue” in New
Delhi especially on matters
concerning climate change,
renewable energy and Small Island
Developing states.

High Commissioner Srinivasa also
lauded the initiative undertaken by
the Government of Guyana to host
the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo
towards advancing the CARICOM
Food Systems Agenda and reducing
the regional food import bill to 25% by
the year 2025. He also apprised the
Hon'ble Minister on the active
participation of Indian companies —
Mahindra, Farmtrac, Sonalika tractor
manufacturing companies as well as
UPL in the event”. B



INndiaN Diaspora iN JApAN GREETS

Indian Prime Minister has visited
Japan in May to take part in the Quad
2022 Summit and dialogue with other
global leaders, received a warm
welcome from the Indian diaspora.
Indian community members
welcomed him with placards and
messages written in different
languages. The children
accompanied by their parents
interacted with PM Modi and received
his autograph.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi told
the Indian community members that
the goals set up by his government for
celebrating 100 years of India's
Independence are ambitious and
challenging but the teachings and

values he has received have helped
him develop a habit to face
challenges with great courage. As per
a statement issued by the Prime
Minister's Office, over 700 members
of Indian diaspora participated in the
event on the first day of his two-day
visit. There are over 40,000 Indians in
Japan, it said.

Observing that India and Japan are
natural partners, Modi said, “Japan
has played animportantrole in India's
development journey...our
relationship with Japan is of
spirituality, of cooperation, of
belongingness.” Stating that India's
focus on creation of infrastructure
and institutional capacity building is

Prime Minister of India

“‘unprecedented”, Modi said, “I am
happy that Japan is an important
partner in our capacity building. Be it
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed rail;
be it Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor; be it Dedicated Freight
Corridor — these are big examples of
cooperation between India and
Japan.”

Highlighting the WHO has honoured
India's ASHA sisters with the Director
General's Global Health Leaders
Award, the PM said “millions of ASHA
sisters of India are giving impetus to
the country's health programme from
maternal care to vaccination; from
nutrition to cleanliness”.

“‘Prime Minister also met Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Awardees in
Japan,” a statement from the PMO
said. “He appreciated the Indian
community members and invited
them to join and take forward the
campaign of 'Bharat Chalo, Bharat se
Judo'.” [ |

INAuGuURATION Of Special INdia@7%

Tram iNn Wroclaw, Poland

To launch the celebrations of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav in Poland, Mr. Jacek
Sutryk, Mayor of Wroclaw and
Ambassador Nagma M. Mallick
flagged off a special tram in Wroclaw
on 30th May, 2022.

The vibrantly-coloured tram was
decorated with the Azadi ka Amrit
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Mahotsav logo on the outside and
had photographs of Indian leaders,
monuments and symbols on the
inside. The trambears the name
'Dobry Maharaja' or the good
Maharajas as it is named after the
Maharajas of Jamnagar and
Kolhapur who, during the 2nd World
War, gave refuge to around 6000
Polish people.

In his remarks, Mayor Sutryk recalled
fondly the support given by the two
Maharajas to Poland. Ambassador
Mallick thanked the Mayor of
Wroclaw and the President of the
MPK (PublicTransport Authority),

Wroclaw, for their support to India and
the Indian community in Poland and
for implementing the unique idea of a
tram to commemorate this important
milestone for India.

The tram was inaugurated in the
presence of Mr. Karthikey Johri,
Honorary Consul of India in Wroclaw,
members of the Indian community
and Polish school children. Polish
artists played the Indian Dhol and
struck a festive note on the streets of
Wroclaw while the school children
added colour to the event with their
cheering and waving balloons and
Indian flags. [ |



StrengThening The INdo-US Relationship for Peace and

Security with The Guiding Principles of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”

Mr.

David Caprara, the Vice-
President for Strategic Partnerships
with the Global Peace Foundation in
Washington, D.C while addressing
ARSP said that, “Indo-US
relationship has the potential to bring
peace and prosperity to Indo Pacific
region”. He is also a Nonresident
Fellow at the Brookings Institution.
He has previously served as a Deputy
Assistant Secretary for the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

He was visiting India in connection
with the preparation for the Global
Peace Leadership Convention
(GPLC)to be held in February 2023 in
New Delhi. He was invited to deliver a
lecture in ARSP on the topic of
"Strengthening the Indo-US
relationship for peace and security
with the guiding principles of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”. The
Foreign Affairs Committee of the
ARSP organized this lecture on
Tuesday 7th June 2022 from 4:30 to
5:30 PM at Pravasi Bhawan 50-DDU
Marg, New Delhi.

The President of ARSP, Amb.
Virendra Gupta chaired the meeting
and gave the opening remarks. The
Secretary General Mr. Shayam
Parande gave introductory remarks
about ARSP where as the welcome
address was delivered by the
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs

Committee Dr. Markandey Rai.

Mr. Caprara every eloquently
presented the strengthened
relationship between USA and India
during current President of America
Mr. Biden and Prime Minister of India
Mr. Narendra Modi. He emphasized
the role of Indian diaspora in building
USA through their contribution in
science, technology, business and
education. The launching of Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF)
by the American President in the
presence of our PM Modi with 13
countries joining including India on
23rd May in Tokyo with the aim to
strengthen their economy is a major
step.The Framework is expected to
help the US and Asian economies
work more closely on issues including
supply chains, digital trade, clean
energy, and worker protections and
anti corruption efforts.

He repeatedly underscored that;
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is India's
gift to the world that has been
highlighted at the United Nations, by
your many spiritual leaders, and
through the mass popularization of
yoga and other forms of soft power
throughout the world.

He thanked the ARSP for inviting him
for sharing the perspectives on the
importance of the guiding principles
of Vasudhaiv Kukumbakam for the

= Mr. David Caprara

India -USA Alliance for Global Peace
and Security. He further argued that
with over 4.5 million Indian diaspora
in the US, the role of universal values
shared from the rich heritage of
Vedanta and Vasudhav Kutumbakam
is more apparent than ever as a
binding factor deepening robust US-
India relations. He counted on many
Indian-American playing very
important role in nation building from
the Vice President Kamala to former
UN Ambassador Nikki Haley from
Republican Party. Many Indians
areholding top position as CEO of
several companies and other major
corporations as well as in SME's and
public sectors including NASA.

He briefly outlined the activities of
Global Peace Foundation (GPF) in
various continents and countries in
the past and mentioned to hold GPLC
2023 in February in New Delhi, which
will engage people from Indo-Pacific
promoting universal shared values of
Vasudhav Kutumbakam with this
alliance for peace and security. He
invited ARSP for their partnership in
organizing the convention.

Several questions were asked and
responded by the speakers. Dr. Rajiv
Nayan, Coordinator, and Foreign
Affairs committee of ARSP gave vote
of thanks. [ ]
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BHUTAN NEWS

HRH The Gyalsey Inaugurates the Jigme Namgyel

Wangchuck Super Fab Lab

His Royal Highness The Gyalsey
inaugurated the Jigme Namgyel
Wangchuck Super Fab Lab (SFL) at
the Tech Park in Thimphu, and the
FabLab network in Bhutan on 4th
June 2022.

The JNW SFL is only the third of its
kind in the world. The SFL network
consists of three additional Fab Labs

located at Druk Gyalpo's Institute in

Power Training Institute (JWPTI) in
Gelephu and the Bio Fab Lab at the
College of Natural Resources (CNR)
in Lobeysa.

The SFL and Fab Lab network in
Bhutan were established as part of a
series of initiatives in line with the
Royal Vision to build platforms that
will foster a culture of innovation and

creativity.

Pangbisa, Paro, Jigme Wangchuck

His Majesty The King graced the opening
ceremony of the 7th Session of the
Third Parliament on 2nd June 2022.

His Majesty The King Grants Dhar 10 The
Chairpersons of Dzongkha Tshogdu

His Majesty The King granted Dhar to the Chairpersons of
the Dzongkhag Tshogdu of twenty dzongkhags at
Lingkana Palace in Punakha on 11th May 2022.

The Chairpersons (Thrizin) of the Dzongkhag Tshogdu,
which is the highest decision making body in the
y | dzongkhag, are elected from among the local government

d leaders of the dzongkhag.

Elaborating on the Royal Vision for Bhutan and concerns
for our future shared during the National Day Address last
year, His Majesty reminded the Thrizins that their every
y initiative must be guided by how best it would benefit the
people and help them prosper. [ ]
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