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My First Visit T0 The Caribbeans

Trinidad

Ever since the responsibility of the
Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
was entrusted to me in 1983, | had
been dreaming of visiting the
Caribbean region, where Indians had
been taken as indentured labourers
for sugarcane cultivation about 150
years ago. | have visited Mauritius,
and other countries where the
indentured labourers had also been
taken, several times during the last
five years. It has enabled me to study
the situation in this island country in
the Indian Ocean in depth and to take
several steps for strengthening the
cultural ties between Mauritius and
India.

My dream of visiting the Caribbeans
area materialised only in November
1987, when | got an invitation to
participate in an International
Conference in Trinidad in mid-
December 1987. | accepted it with the
sole idea of meeting the people of
Indian origin in that area.

Dream Realised

| reached Trinidad from New York on
December 15, 1987. Trinidad
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appeared to be another Mauritius but
of a much bigger size. The people at
the airport were almost the same as |
used to see in Mauritius. The
population of Trinidad is 1.3 million as
compared to one million of Mauritius.
The land area of Trinidad is 5,128 sq.
km. and that of Mauritius 1,865 sq. km.
The first Indian ship reached the
shores of Trinidad in 1845 and this
flow continued till 1917, when it was
abolished under public pressure from
India. The population of the Indian
origin in Trinidad constitutes about 49
per cent of the total population.

Economic Boom

Trinidad had a boom due to petro-
dollar economy till 1983, but this was
frittered away in wasteful expenditure.
They did not set up any industry to
sustain the economy of the country
after the fall in petroleum prices. The
collapse in oil prices resulted in a
shortfall of 460 million U.S. dollars in
foreign receipts in the 1986 budget
leading to an increase of
unemployment by 10 per cent during
1981-1986. This also affected the
political fortunes of the ruling party
since there was little money to "bribe"
the poorer class of the electorate in the

East-West
corridor.
However, other
factors also
contributed to
the reversal in

the political
preferences of &5 BaleshwarAgrawal

the electorate. The new party National
Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR)
defeated the ruling People National
Movement (PNM) and secured 33
seats out of the total 36, polling 67.3
percent of the votes in the election
held on December 15, 1986. The
Alliance had several parties but the
driving force was that of the Labour
Party under the leadership of Shri
Basdeo Pandey. He, however,
sacrificed his position and agreed to
have Shri A.N.R. Robinson as the
Prime Minister of the Alliance.

The Alliance worked in a very
congenial atmosphere for the first few
months, but fissures developed
between various groups and it came to
a head in November 1987, when the
Prime Minister asked for the
resignations from all the Ministers.
This was the situation when | visited
thisisland in December, 1987.

—




Indian Community

The Indian community in Trinidad is
quite prosperous. They have taken up
almost all the professions, though
their number in the government jobs is
proportionally much less. The Muslims
and the Christians among the people
of Indian origin are still working
together unlike Mauritius as was
evident on Saturday, December 19,
1987, when | participated in their get-
together organised by the National
Committee for Indian Culture. The
President of the Committee is a
Christian. The speaker of the
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Parliament (Muslim) and several
Hindu Ministers, besides a large
number of eminent public-men of the
community were present on the
occasion. The Army in Trinidad has
almost no representation of the Indian
community and so is the case of the
police force, where a few Indian faces
are seen. The realisation has come
very late that the Indian population
should have joined the army.

Hindu Temples

| had the opportunity to visit several
Hindu temples in Trinidad and was
very impressed by their Sunday
service programme. The seating
arrangement in the temples reminded
me of the churches which | visited
sometime during my school days
when | was a student in a Christian
Missionary School. The entire
programme was being conducted in
English, the language used by
everyone in this country. But the
Bhajans and the Vedic Mantras were
in Hindi and Sanskrit. The
interpretation of the mantras and the
Bahjans was also done in English. It
was a pleasant and encouraging sight
to see the youth participate in the
temple programme in large numbers. |
think itis high time that we in India also
follow it up at least in the cities, where
the youth have almost stopped going
tothetemples.

While discussing matters of common
interest with professors and other
academics from among the Indian
community, | noted a definite trend - an
urge to associate themselves with the
Mother Country - India. Many of them
have not had the opportunity to visit
India so far but they want to have
closest links and visit India at least
once in their lifetime. India has to act

and provide all facilities to fulfil these
aspirations and encourage their visits
tothe country.

Guyana

Guyana is a vast country with
immense potential. Its total area is
83,000 sq. miles and the population is
about 800,000. Most of the people live
in the coastal areas and the rest of the
country is sparsely populated. Bauxite
mines have been opened up and it
forms one of the main export items of
Guyana. Gold mines have also been
located but not fully exploited so far.
There are other valuable minerals but
a proper geological survey is required
before it can be taken up
commercially. The Indian community
is said to constitute 51 per cent of the
population. The first ship reached the
shores of Guyana on May 5, 1838 and
since then there was a steady flow of
India workers till it was abolished by
lawin 1917.

CheddiJagan & Burnham

Guyana, which was known as British
Guinea till its Independence in 1966,
had the first election on universal adult
suffrage in 1953. The People's
Progessive Party (PPP) under the
leadership of Dr. Cheddi Jagan
captured 18 out of 24 seats. Because
of his pronounced Marxist views and
following pro-soviet line, the British
government suspended the
constitution a few months after the
election and troops were sent to
maintain law and order. As a result of
the hostile reaction of the suspension
in the British press and Parliament, an
interim government was adopted by
the governor which continued in office

—
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till 1957. The Western powers
particularly the US and Britain were
successful in splitting the PPP in 1955;
the other faction was led by Burnham.
A fresh election was ordered by the
British government in 1957 and
despite the split, Dr. Cheddi Jagan's
party captured nine out of 14 seats.
Even in the 1961 election, the PPP
secured 20 out of 35 seats and the
PNC under the leadership of Burnham
could get 11 seats. The introduction of
a Labour Relations Bill by the PPP in
1963 led to a general strike which
continued till 1955 for about three
months. The strike is said to have
been secretly inspired by the US and
British intelligence.

The British government introduced a
new electoral system of proportional
representation and fresh elections
were held in 1964. The PPP secured
45.14 per cent and the PNC 40.2 per
cent of the votes. Burnham formed a
coalition government with support of
the United Front which secured 12.41
per cent votes in the election.
Independence was granted in 1966
and fresh elections were held in 1967.
With the introduction of a largely
fictitious overseas vote and proxy
voting, PNC could get 55.81 per cent
votes in the 1968 election. Since then,
in 1973 and the subsequent elections,
Burnham managed to secure an
absolute majority in all the elections.

Desmond Hoyte

Desmond Hoyte succeeded after the
death of Burnham in August, 1985. He
abolished overseas and proxy voting
and changed the style and language
of politics. Hoyte won the elections
held in 1985. Since then, he has taken
several steps for liberalisation. He has

encouraged initiatives for public
discussions of economic problems.
He held discussions with the
Caribbean association of Industry and
Commerce and addressed the Miami
Conference on the Caribbeans in
December, 1987. Itis apparent that he
intends to move in a new direction.
The economic conditions had
worsened so much that he could not
deliver anything tangible to the people
and show them that things were
improving. It is quite likely that the
Western countries as well as India will
be taking more interest in Guyana in
setting up industries. Politically, he
may accept the demand of the
opposition of counting of votes at the
polling centres instead of a centralised
place as at present to eliminate the
allegations of rigging of elections.

Bright Future

During my stay in Guyana for eight
days, | had the opportunity to meet
President Desmond Hoyte, Prime
Minister Hamiltongreen, Mr. D.
Bernard, Education Minister and the
Chairman of the Commemoration
Commission for Celebrations,
Speakers of the Parliament, Pt. Shase
Narayan and others in the
government. | had detailed
discussions with Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
leader of the PPP; Pt. Ripudaman,
President Hindu Dharmic Sabha; Pt.
Gowkarran Sharma, President
Caribbean Pandit's Council and
leader of various religious, social and
cultural groups. | also met Mr. Eusi
Kwayana MP and leader of the
Working People's Alliance as well as
leaders of DLM; the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor of the University of
Guyana; Dr. Fred Scukdeo Prof. of
History; Mr. Yesu Prasaud, President

of the non-official 150th Anniversary
Celebrations Committee; Dr. Balwant
Singh of the Mahatma Gandhi
Organisation; Mr. V. K. Rangarajan,
Director of the Bauxite Industry
Development Company and many
others. The list of eminent persons will
not be complete without Mr. Paul
Prasaud, the senior-most journalist
and a living encyclopedia on Guyana.
It was a pleasure to be with him and
know about the various developments
in this country during the last five
decades.

The situation today in Guyana is much
better than what it was three years
ago. As a result of the policies of the
present government, there are signs
of economic recovery and if the
present trend is not reversed, it is
expected that some tangible results
will be forthcoming in the near future.
The Indian community has to organise
itself and free their organisation from
extreme Marxist-Communist
theoretical dogmas. It will be foolish to
expect creation of another Cubain this
sphere of American influence. The
Indian Government has also to play its
role. It cannot continue to ignore
several hundred thousand people of
Indian origin living in this country to be
subjected to the discrimination and
treated as second class citizens. The
people in India as such have to take
more interest in the affairs of the
Caribbean countries, meet their social
and cultural requirements and thereby
strengthen the cultural ties which are
weakening on account of distance and
little contact. The 150th anniversary
celebrations of the arrival of Indians in
Guyana in May, 1988 could be a
turning pointin this direction. |
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INTerNATIONAL ScienTific Colloguium—2&6 Nov.2020 at INALCO

(Continued from the Previous issue)
Rromani Millennium: Results and Prospects (1001 years in diaspora)

Nov. 6 (Friday)

The next session, developed in the
morning Nov. 6, entitled Diaspora,
migration, integration, citizenship -
crossfire perspectives and chaired by
Professor Frosa Pejoska-
Bouchereau, director of the INALCO
Doctoral School, was a succession of
short presentations (around 10 mn
each) leaving the floor to a very
substantial debate. We may mention
the following inputs: Orhan Galjus
from Amsterdam (Euro-Asian
Rromani Academic Network or
EARAN) and former pedagogist of
Rromani at INALCO: Orientalism,
Gypsylorism and their deconstruction;
lovanca Gaspar, PhD student at
Friedrich Schiller University to Iéna:
Rroms in Austria and Germany: two
social policy scenario; Christina
Alexopoulou, a higher education
clinical psychologist at Angers
University (BePsyLaboratory) and
member of the Centre of Research in
European Studies: What is the
meaning of the 'Blond Angel': Name,
Symbol or Symptom? Discourses,
representations and practices about
Rromani children in public space and
Morgan Garo, doctor in geopolitics
(French Institute of Geography Paris
8), coordinator of the Mission to fight
against dropping out of school (Caen
Board of Education) and INALCO
graduated in Rromani studies:
Discriminated, ostracized, but still
standing! This last contribution is of
special significance because it paves
a definitely consistent and realistic
way enabling to reverse the current
destructive process of blending the
Rromani nation into various and
vague groups of marginalized social
cases.

The afternoon session, chaired by
Professor Ursula Baumart, was a kind
of conclusion and prospects with

stress on cultural tradition and
creation, encompassing the following
subjects:

- Jeanne Gamonet, mediator-
interpreter, INALCO graduated in
Rromani studies, with master degree
of Sanskrit presented Leksa Manuce's
Translation of the Ramayan into
Rromani, a very original masterpiece
of the great Rromani Sanskritist and
poet from Latvia. Gamonet herself
translated into French this outstanding
book of Rromani library of translation
and emphasized the significance of
this work not only for European culture
but also for Ramayana studies.

- Jeta Duka, former lecturer of
Rromani language and culture at
INALCO revisited and updated in her
paper Divination practices among the
Rroms in 2020 the studies devoted to
fortune telling in Rromani tradition as
performed in today's societies,
especially in terms of confidence in the
future, situations of stress,
competition of social networks etc.

- the painter and photographer
Marina Obradoviee presented a
slideshow of selected photographs
taken among Rromani communities
under the title of My multicolored
experience with the Rroms.

- Irena Bilitch, filmmaker and founder
of the festival « Europe autour de
I'Europe », provided the participants
with an interesting insight into Zelimir
Zilnik' trilogy — the Rroms in movies, a
fresh perspective, followed by a rich
discussion via Zoom with the author.

- the Rromani musicologist from ltaly,
Dr Santino Spinelli, lecturer at the
D'Anunzio University to Chieti-
Pescara, developed the tackling issue
of The Rromani contribution to
European classical music, which is

much more
substantial than
classical
musicology

assumes.

- the last

contributor was Prof. Marcel Courthiade
the graduated (INALCO)

architect and former INALCO student
in Rromani studies Léa Longeot,
currently coordinator of the Didattica
NGO (National High School of
Architecture - Paris La Villette), who
presented a groundbreaking
presentation entitled Rethinking the
territory with the Rroms: political and
cultural space.

After these two very loaded days,
Marcel Courthiade took the floor to
conclude the Colloquium: The
challenges of Rromology and the
place of Rromani cultural heritage as
world heritage. He highlighted that
many allegedly “scientific” attitudes of
denial of any Rromani heritage,
language, history or even existence
are merely concealed maneuvers of
ethnic discrimination against a ill-
understood diaspora from a continent
of brilliant culture. Since in French law
racism is not an opinion but an
infraction, legal steps have to be
taken, irrespectively of the subtleties
used to disguise the character of
offence of denialism and subsequent
discrimination. One may quote
Bensoussan's statement about so-
called “democratic modernity which
manufactures the wild and the
excluded, who, because he is rejected
and demonized, sinks into this very
essence where he is prisoner. [As a
result] Any extreme oppression turns
its victim into a savage and, in doing
so, legitimizes the use of violence
againsthim”.”
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One of the highest ranking Indian-
American civilians in the US
Department of Defense, Dr. Raj lyer,
holder of a Ph.D. in Electrical
Engineering from the university of
Texas, previously a partner and
managing director at Deloitte
Consulting LLP, has taken over as the
first Chief Information Officer of the US
Army, after the Pentagon created the
position in July 2020. He is serving as
the principal advisor to the Secretary
of the Army and directing
representation of the secretary in
matters relating to information
management/ information technology
(IT), the Pentagon said in a statement.

Equivalent in rank to a three-star
General, Dr. lyer will supervise an
annual budget of $16 billion for the US
Army's IT operations. Over 15,000
civilians and military personnel posted
across 100 countries work under him.

INndian—AmeRricaN becomes U.S. Army's First CIO

Dr. lyer will direct the execution of
policies and programmes to
modernise the US Army to achieve
digital overmatch against near peer
adversaries such as China and
Russia.

Over the course of his 26-year career,
Dr. lyer has, in addition to supporting a
range of defence and commercial
clients on a number of complex
enterprise transformation challenges,
he has led recovery programmes such
as Obamacare, and holds a patent
and has published dozens of peer
reviewed papers.

Mr. lyer, originally a native of
Tiruchirappalli in Tamil Nadu, grew up
in Bengaluru and completed his
undergraduate studies at National
Institute of Technology Trichy before
moving to the US to pursue higher
studies. His father Manakkal K

Ganesan, an
engineer
working as
General
Manager at
Metallurgical
a n d
Engineering
Consultants
(MECON),
w a ]
instrumental in showing him a passion
for public service and the value of
education and hard work, according to
atestimonial online.

Dr. lyer is married to Brindha, a
healthcare IT programme manager in
the US government. They have two
sons, Ashwin lyer, a freshman
majoring in Data Science at the
University of California at Berkeley,
and Abishek lyer, a 9th grader at
Centennial High School in Maryland.[]

Eminent surgeon Raghu Ram
Pillarisetti has been conferred with the
Most Excellent Queen Elizabeth II's
2021 New years Honour of the British
Empire, as published in the "London
Gazette", the official publication of the
Crown, in recognition of his
outstanding services towards
improving breast cancer care and
surgical education in India and to UK/
India relations. The Queen's Honours,
the most prestigious awards
worldwide, were instituted in 1917 by
King George V, and is the second
highest-ranking Order of the British
Empire award (excluding a
knighthood/ damehood).

The 'fountain of honour' in the UK, Her
Majesty, The Queen confers titles of
honour on deserving people from all
walks of life, in public recognition of
their outstanding merit, exceptional
service or bravery.

Some of the well-known names who

Indian ORiGiN Surgeon Dr. Raghu Ram PillariserTi
Conferred with Orders of The British Empire Award

received an OBE in the recent times
include Om Puri (Actor), Prof. Michael
Griffin - President, The Royal College
of Surgeons of Edinburgh, David
Beckham (Sports), Ben Stokes (Vice-
captain, England's cricket team),
Victoria Beckham (Fashion), JK
Rowling (Author-Harry Potter series),
Kiera Knightley (Actor), Damon Albarn
(Musician) and others.

Speaking on this happy occasion, Dr
Raghu Ram Pillarisetti said, "I am
deeply grateful and incredibly
humbled to accept this high honour
conferred by Her Majesty, the Queen.
For well over a decade, | have strived
to replicate the best of British practices
in my motherland & feel immensely
proud to be a 'living bridge' between
the UK and India.”

Commenting on the same, Dr B.
Bhaskar Rao, Managing Director,
KIMS group of Hospitals stated that
having spent ten years in the United

Kingdom,
shortly before
relocating to
India, in July
2007, Dr
Pillarisetti met
him to present
his dream of
improving
Breast
healthcare in
India. He has
been working
diligently with laser-sharp focus over
the past 13 years and delivered much
more than he promised by
establishing South Asia's very first
comprehensive Breast Centre at
KIMS, and Ushalakshmi Breast
Cancer Foundation." Dr Pillarisetti, is
one of the youngest recipients of the
prestigious Padma Shri & Dr BC Roy
National awards conferred by the
Hon'ble President of India in 2015 &
2016 respectively. O
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INndian American Sabrina Singh named
White House Deputy Press Secy

Indian American Sabrina Singh,
earlier a senior spokesperson on the
Mike Bloomberg presidential
campaign and National Press
Secretary for Cory Booker's
presidential campaign, and a long
time aide to US Vice President elect
Kamala Harris, has been named
White House Deputy Press Secretary
in the incoming administration,
according to a statement released on
8 January by the Biden-Harris
transition team.

In the weeks after the US election
results were announced, several
Indian Americans who have been

appointed to important posts by Biden
and Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris include Neera Tanden, who will
be the director of the Office of
Management and Budget, and Vivek

Murthy, the Surgeon General, both of
whom will have to be confirmed in their
positions by the Senate, and Vedant
Patel, to be his assistant press
secretary, Vinay Reddy to be the
director of speechwriting and Gautam
Raghavan to be the deputy director of
the Office of Presidential Personnel.

Others include Atul Gawande and
Celine Gounder to the Covid-19 task
force, Mala Adiga to be the policy
director for Jill Biden, who will become
the First Lady, and Maju Varghese to
be the executive director of their
inauguration - the swearing-in
ceremony and the festivities around it.00

INndian American AppoinTed 1o Dallas Federal
Reserve's Houston board of Directors Companies

The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
appointed Indian American Bob V
Patel, a CEO of Houston based
Lyondell Basell, one of the largest
plastics, chemicals and refining
companies, to its Houston Branch
board of directors for a term ending
December 31, 2023.

Patel, 53, a BSc in chemical
engineering from The Ohio State

also serves on The Ohio State
University College of Engineering
External Advisory Council and Temple
University Fox School of Business
Board of Visitors.

The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas is
one of a dozen institutions nationwide
whose responsibility is to implement
the monetary policy of the Federal
Reserve System. Its responsibilities

University and a MBA from Temple Houston Partnership, and on the include reviewing price inflation and
University, serves on the boards of University of Texas MD Anderson charting economic growth, as well as
Union Pacific Corporation and Greater Cancer Center Board of Visitors. He regulating the banks within its territory.oo

Modi Lauds Indian Diaspora For
Contriburtion During Covid-19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauded
the contributions made by the Indian
diaspora community to aid the
country's fight against the coronavirus
pandemic.

"The Indian diaspora helped in the
country's fight against the pandemic
by contributing to PM CARES. It is
being used to strengthen the health
infrastructure in the country," Modi
said while addressing the 16th Pravasi

Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention.

“| feel proud to hear heart-warming
stories of NRIs coming forward,
helping those in need.

Modi told the Indian diaspora that the
country always stands with them,
adding that over 45 lakh people were
rescued under the 'Vande Bharat'
mission during the onset of the
pandemic.

The PBD Convention is a flagship
event of the Ministry of External Affairs
and provides an important platform to
engage and connect with the
overseas Indians.

The theme of 16th PBD Convention
2021 was "Contributing to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat". O
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Political Science Professor at
University of California, Santa
Barbara Amit Ahuja, was awarded the
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF Book
Prize 2020 for his book on Dalit
representation in India, 'Mobilizing the
Marginalized: Ethnic Parties Without
Ethnic Movements', New India
Foundation (NIF) announced on Dec.
10. The jury of the award for this year
announced two winners. Jairam
Ramesh, Member of Parliament
representing Karnataka state is the
co-winner for his book, 'A Chequered
Brilliance: The Many Lives of V.K.
Krishna Menon'.

The Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay Book

Prize recognizes and celebrates
excellence in non-fiction writings on
modern/ contemporary India by
writers from all nationalities, according
to a press release. The 2020 winners
will share the prize money of Indian
Rupees 15 lakhs (US$ 20,385 approx)
for their respective books and will
each receive the Book Prize trophy.

According to a press release by UC
Santa Barbara, Ahuja in recent years
visited hundreds of Dalit communities
in Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar - that are home to
43% of India's Dalits, conducted 400
one-on-one interviews and 80 focus
groups, to understand their evolving
place in Indian politics. The result was

UC SantA BArRbARA Professor wins INdia's
Prestigious Non—FicTioN

Award

his book.
Professor
Ahuja's
research has
been supported
by the National
Endowment for
the Humanities
and the
American
Institute of Indian Studies,

the
National Bureau of Asian Research
and the Woodrow Wilson Center for
International Scholars, the Hellman
Family Foundation, the University of
California at Santa Barbara, and the

O

University of Michigan.

The book "PK Portrayed" is
a story of the life journey of
Dr. P.K. Vedanthan, a
philanthropist and
physician, founder of
International Asthma
Services, and contributor to
numerous causes.

It traces his life from his
roots in Krishna Murthy
Puram in Mysore,
Karnataka state, giving a
vivid description of life in the
1960s small-town India,
through life-changing
events, how these shaped
his outlook and changed his
priorities through life.

Dr. Vedanthan created the
International Asthma Services
organization in the late 1980s "to
address the worldwide problem of
asthma in areas including India,
Africa, Mauritius, Fiji, South America
and the Philippines." Dr. Vedanthan's
International Asthma Services has
been deeply involved since the 1980s,
with providing charitable services -

A book abour the life and Times of physician PK
Vedanthan aims 10 RAIse funds for chariTable causes

Book jacket of "P K Portrayed": Biography of Dr. PK. Vedanthan,
narrated by Mohan Murthy. Photo courtesy Dr. PK. Vedanthan

organizing asthma awareness camps;
building free charitable clinics;
arranging for the transfer of medical
equipment across continents; and
expanding post-MD educational
programs in the field of immunology.
Most of Dr. Vedanthan's philanthropic
works have been self-funded, with
additional support from colleagues,
well-wishers, alumni from the Diploma

programs as well as from
friends and relatives, he
says. In his latest effort at
supporting charitable
activities, Dr. Vedanthan is
putting the book about his
life up for donations.

Dr. Vedanthan uses all the
funds collected to support
the Allergy Asthma
charitable clinic at MMCRI,
Mysore, Karnataka
Swaasha Allergy Asthma
Charitable clinic at Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, Asthma Allergy
Awareness camps in
various locations, Asthma
Allergy Network India
(AANI), Planned Centre of excellence
in Allergy, Asthma & Immunology at
CMC, Vellore, India

This book is not for sale, Dr.
Vedanthan emphasizes. "Acopy of the
book will be sent to all donors. A copy
will be sent on request to those who
are not donors too, free of cost," he
says.
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Her Majesty The Queen Mother GyalyumSangayChodenWangchuck
AwARrded The |Nd|V|dUAl Laureate for The 2020 UN Population Award

Her Majesty The
Queen Mother
Gyalyum Sangay
Choden Wangchuck
was awarded the
individual laureate
for the 2020 UN
Population Award
during a virtual
award ceremony
held on 10th
December 2020.
The award was
presented to
recognise Her
M aje sty
TheGyalyum's
outstanding
contribution in
raising awareness
and devising
solutions to
population and reproductive health
issues.

The UN Population Award was
established by the United Nations in
1981 and was first presented in 1983.
The Award is presented annually for
the most outstanding contribution in
the area of population and
reproductive health. The Committee
for the United Nations Population
Award selects the laureates of the
Award.

The virtual award ceremony for the
2020 UN Population Award
commenced at 9pm BST (10 am EST)
and was attended by Ms. Maria Luiza
Ribeiro Viotti, the Chef de Cabinet
from the Executive Office of the UN
Secretary General; H.E. Ambassador
lon Jinga, Chairperson of the
Committee for the UN Population
Award, and Permanent
Representative of Romania; Dr.
Natalia Kanem, Secretary of the
Committee for the UN Population
Award, and Executive Director of
UNFPA; Mr. Kiran Karnik,

Chairperson, Help Age India,
Laureate in Institutional Category;
H.E. Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti,
Permanent Representative of India
and H.E Ambassador DomaTshering,
Permanent Representative of Bhutan
tothe UN.

The virtual award ceremony in Bhutan
was witnessed from the Grand
Kuenray Hall of the Tashichhodzong.
The special viewing ceremony was
attended by members of the Royal
Family, representative of the
ZhungDratshang, the Prime Minister,
Cabinet Ministers, heads of
international partner agencies, senior
government officials and special
invitees who have contributed to Her
Majesty TheGyalyum's tireless efforts
and work over the last 21 years.

Aspecial documentary on Her Majesty
TheGyalyum's journey as the UNFPA
Goodwill Ambassador for 21 years
was screened in the Grand Kuenray
prior to the virtual award ceremony.
The virtual award ceremony was
opened by H.E Ambassadordinga in

BHUTAN NEWS

his capacity as the
Chair of the Award

Committee. It was
followed by a video
on the UN

Population Award
showcasing 34 years
of excellence and a
video message from
the Secretary
General of the
United Nations,
Mr.AnténioGuterres.

Her Majesty
TheGyalyum
expressed her
appreciation to the
members of the UN
Population Award
Committee for the
conferment of the
prest|g|ous award. Her Majesty
shared that the award is of great
personal significance given that it
represents the hopes and aspirations
of the most vulnerable women and
children, a matter that is close to Her
Majesty's heart.

Her Majesty TheGyalyum highlighted
the heavy toll that the COVID-19
pandemic has taken, particularly on
women and girls and shared hope that
the vaccine will be made accessible to
all in an equitable and affordable
manner.

Her Majesty TheGyalyum also paid
tribute and expressed gratitude to the
many individuals and organisations
for their contributions and support
over the years culminating in the
recognition of the award. Her Majesty
thanked Their Majesty The Kings for
their profound vision and leadership.

The virtual award ceremony
concluded with closing remarks by the
Chair of the Awards Committee.

-
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Picture Story:

Award.

publication of the Royal

December 14:His Majesty The King graced the
Closing Ceremony of the fourth Session of the Third
Parliament. The fourth session commenced on 26th
November. []

y Tshering, Education Attaché — 10 years;
2. TashiDawa, Health Attaché — 20 years;
3. Arun Kumar Barua, Admin Asst. — Life Time Service

The Window on Bhutan Magazine, which is an annual
Bhutanese Embassy was ¢
launched coinciding with the National Day Celebrations. [&%

The Magazine which provides insights into Bhutanese
society, environment and economy will be e-published this
year. The Magazine will be accessible from the websites of
the Royal Bhutanese Embasls_s( and Ministry of Foreign

February 04
February 06
February 11
February 11
February 12

Birth Anniversary

Dola

DaAys 10 Remember

in February, 2021

Sri Lanka -National Day February 23
: New Zealand-Waitangi Day February 23
: February 25
: Iran-Victory day February 27
Deen Bandhu Andrews - February 28

Royal Bhutanese Embassy in New Delhi celebrated
The 1171h National Day of Bhuran on 17 December 2020

The Royal Bhutanese Embassy in New Delhi joined
the nation in celebrating the 113" National Day of
Bhutan at the RBE premises. The celebration
commenced at 0745hrs with the lighting of butter
| lamps and hoisting of the National flag, singing of the
National Anthem and offering of Zhabten for the long-
life and well-being of His Majesty The King. The Royal
{ Bhutanese Army stationed at the Royal Bhutanese
Embassy also presented a Guard of Honour.

Ambassador Vetsop Namgyel awarded Royal Civil
Service Medals and Certificates to the following three
RBE officials: (0

Brunei Darussalam-National Day

: Guyana-Republic Day

Kuwait- National Day

Natural Science Day
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Two-Day virtual INdo-Roma ARt ANd Cultural Festival

Centre for Roma Studies and Cultural
Relations (CRSCR)-ARSP hosted Two-
Day virtual Indo-Roma Art and Cultural
Festival on 10-11 December, 2020 to
showcase a medley of Roma cultural
and artistic practices and explore their
kinship with Indian music and dance.
The Festival included the inaugural
session along with two enchanting
cultural sessions with a session of
poetry readings, which was organised in
honour of the late Dr. Rajko Duric.

The festival was introduced by Amb.
Rajesh K. Sachdeva, Chairperson-
CRSCR, who mentioned that since the
migration of Roma from India a
millennium ago, Romani art and culture
must have gone through many changes
with the passage of time and also they
had travelled through different
geographical locations and cultural
societies. However, some unique
features of their art and culture have
been preserved despite geographical
distances. Roma are well known for their
music and dance across the world. The
purpose of this festival was to analyze
and explore Roma’s cultural similarities
with India, including their music and
dance. In his welcome address, Amb.
Virendra Gupta, President- ARSP
reiterated that Roma were people of
Indian origin and there were well
documented evidences to confirm that.
He assured that CRSCR-ARSP would
continue to work towards fulfilling Roma
people desire of getting them
recognized as Indian Diaspora. He
added that Roma have notched up
numerous achievements in the field of
dance and music which creates a sense
of pride amongst Indians.

Amb. Dinesh Patnaik, Director General-
ICCR, in the inaugural address said that
there was a need to increase interest in
Roma people by organizing more
cultural events and academic
conferences and discussions on
different issues pertaining to Roma
community. Not many Indians know
about the forefathers of Rom, who left

India and created for themselves a great
cultural space in Europe and across the
world. Amb. Patnaik also listed
prospective initiatives of ICCR: (i)
Setting up Roma studies centre in the
universities of Eastern Europe and
Western Europe, (ii) Requested CRSCR
to identify scholars to work on the
cultural aspect of Roma besides
linguistic and philosophical similarities
with India, and (iii) Organizing Roma
Cultural Festival in Sep. - Oct., 2021 in
India. Roma people have one of the
most vibrant cultures in the world and
they might have been persecuted
because they preferred to hold on to
their old traditions and culture, which
had roots in ancient Indian cultural
heritage. He also expressed desire to
put up an exhibition of musical
instruments of Roma people and to
extend financial assistance for studies
on how music of Europe evolved from
Romani music as Bolero, Jazz and
Cante Jondo music which have huge
influence from Romani music, besides
Flamenco thatis Romani product.

The first cultural performance was
presented by Prof. Santino Spinelli-
Italian musician, composer, writer, actor,
and poet and activist, moreover he is the
founder and artistic director of the
European Orchestra for Peace. Three
video-recorded performances of Prof.
Spinelli were played. The first
performance was based on the original
pieces of Romani music accompanied
by an entire symphony orchestra. The
second video was related to the
performance shown in Roma World
Festival in Jurmala (Latvia) and the last
item was the typical concert of Romani
music for peace in symphonic version.
The second gala performance was the
original music, given by Mr. Aleksandr
Rubenchik Abramovich — eminent artist
in Russia, professional actor,
choreographer and director of the
artistic and dance studio Monisto,
Moscow and a choreographer of the
Moscow musical drama theater

-Md. Zameer Anwar

"Romen". Mr. Alexander has starred in
more than 30 films and is a mentor and
co-partner of many cultural and dance
ensembles. Onbehalf of Mr. Alexander,
Ms. Zalina Dabla- chairman of
organization named European Roma
Forum in Estonia gave a brief
introduction to the performance of
Aleksandr. The musical performance
was carried out by two prominent artists,
Ms. Nadezda Oglu and Ms. Patrina
Oglu, choreographed by Mr. Aleksandr.
The third performance was Gypsy
folklore music from Hungary, directed by
Mr. Csaba Rostas, accompanied by Mr.
Vari Zsolt Fényhozé FestdmUivész, Mr.
Lakatos Janos Guszti and Vince
Solymosi.
The last performance of the day was
Indian classical dance Kathak,
performed by students of Sangeetika
Institute Of Performing Arts and Kathak
Kendra, composed by Guru Jitendra
Maharaj. Dr. Nalini and Kamalini
Asthana, representing the Benaras
Gharana of Kathak, introduced the
performances, which were meant to
praise Lord Shiva and Natraj, containing
Tal Kirya, and choreographed by senior
students. The dance emphasized
expression, footwork, and the
coordination of mind, body and soul. The
performance depicted nuances of the
prominent part of Kathak including
expression, body movements, and neck
and eyes movements in the
continuation.
The first day performance concluded
with the vote of thanks, delivered by Dr.
Punita Singh. While summing up, she
pointed out existence of a definite
kinship between Indian and Romani
music like Tupan in Macedonia and
Balkans was identical to Big Dhol and
Zurla to double reeded pipe and
castanet in Spain was similar to Khartal.
Therefore, there was a lot of scope for
research on exploring similarities
between Romani and Indian musical
instruments. O
(To be Continued)
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Indian women have once again
showed that they are ready to
take on the best in the world. An
all-woman pilot flight
successfully landed in
Bengaluru on 11 January, 2021
after taking off from San
Francisco becoming the longest
direct route flight in the world.

The inaugural flight Al 176
departed from San Francisco in
the USA at 8.30 pm (local time)
on 9 January and landed at the
Kempegowda International

January, 2021. The flight was

commanded by Captain Zoya

Airport at 3.45 am (local time) on 11 Aggarwal flew over the North Pole and true for any professional pilot.

covered about 16,000 kilometres. The

INdian All-Women Pilot Team Creates History,
Flies World's Longest Direct Route

flight that Zoya Aggarwal
commanded, consisted of
Captain Papagari Thanmai,
Captain Akansha Sonaware and
Captain Shivani Manhas.

“The Bharat Ki Betis are flying all
the way from Silicon Valley of
the US to the Silicon Valley of
India," Aggarwal added
explaining that it is the first time
an all-women pilots team has
flown over the North Pole and
create a history of sorts, adding
that It's indeed a dream come

O

An expert on
energy and climate

change, Sonia
Aggarwal, was
named by

President-elect
Joe Biden as the
senior advisor for
climate policy and innovation, the

latest of several key Indian American
nominees for his administration.

She led America's Power Plan,
bringing together 200 electricity policy
experts, at Energy Innovation, of
which she was a co-founder and Vice
President. Aggarwal also directed the
team that developed the Energy

INndian American Sonia Aggarwal 1o be US
President—Elect Joe Biden's climate Policy Adviser

Policy Simulator to analyse the
environmental, economic, and public
health impacts of climate and energy
policies. Earlier, she managed global
research at Climate Works
Foundation, where she worked on the
McKinsey carbon abatement cost
curves and led research for the
American Energy Innovation Council.[J
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