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Dr. Cheddi Jagan and Hls quhT for Guyana's Freedom

The year 2018 marks the 100th birth
anniversary of Dr. Cheddi Jagan, who
was born on March 22, 1918 in a rural
village in Guyana. The remarkable life
of an ordinary sugar worker's son had
changed the course of his country's
history by first struggling to liberate it
from British colonial domination then
by waging a 28 year long struggle for
the restoration of freedom and
democracy, and finally by ascending
to the presidency as Guyana's first
democratically elected Head of State.

He was the founder of the country's
first mass political movement and
unquestionably the leading political
figure in the history of Guyana. He was
elected as a Member of the Legislative
Council in 1947 and served in every
parliament until his election as
presidentin 1992.

By 1953 Guyana saw the birth of a
truly multi-racial government, led by
Dr. Cheddi Jagan who with the support
of African leader Linden Forbes
Sampson Burnham, formed the first
independent government. The
colonialists, who were fearful of
communist uprisings in South America
and Caribbean, did not cherish the
prospect of the changing status quo in
their colonies, particularly a
government formed by a grand
alliance of Indians and Africans.
Quickly, the government of Jagan was
dismissed and colonial rule restored.
One of the main tools used to check
mate the opposition was to divide the
Africans and Indians along racial lines.
From April -October 1953, Dr. Jagan
headed the first PPP (People's
Progressive Party) Government. His
party also won the 1957 and 1961
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Dr. Cheddi Jagan
(22 March,1918—06 March,1997)

elections. He headed the third elected
PPP Government as Premier and
Minister of Development and
Planning. In October 1992 election
PP/Civic won the majority of the votes
and Dr. Jagan was sworn in as
Executive President of Guyana on
October 9th, 1992.

Cheddi Jagan was born in Port
Mourant in a sugar plantation on
March 22, 1918 to the plantation
workers Bachoni and Jagan whose
parents had emigrated to Guyana as
indentured workers 1901.

The grandparents of Dr. Jagan came
as indentured immigrants in 1901 on
the sailing vessel Elbe. They were
"bound" by five-year contracts to
different sugar plantations, or
“estates" as they were called, in the
country of Berbice, the most eastern of
the three countries which make up
British Guiana. His grand-mother went

to Albion and maternal grandmother to
the Port Mourant, three miles away.
Women were required to work during
the first three years, but for the rest of
the period, during which they were
required to reside on the plantations,
they were under no legal obligation to
work. His grandmothers, however, like
all the other women who came to
British Guiana during the 79 years of
Indian indentured immigration, from
1838 to 1917, had no choice but to
work throughout the five years. Every
penny was needed.

His early life was one of hardships and
scarcities with his father unable to
earn enough to support his education.
So, he had to work to earn some
money while attending the school. His
primary and secondary schooling took
place close to the plantation. He later
went to the country's capital, George
Town, to complete the secondary
education. Facing limited avenues in
Guyana for further education following
the school, he went to USA in 1936
and obtained a degree in dental
surgery. While in USA, he married

—

Think it Over

The test of first-rate
intelligence is the ability to hold
two opposed ideas and still
retain the ability to function.
One should, for example, be able
to see that things are hopeless
and yet be determined to make
them otherwise.

F Scott Fitzgerald




—

Janet Rosenberg in 1943 who
remained his life—long companion in
his professional and political work. On
return to Guyana in 1943, he began to
practice dentistry and also began to
articulate the cause of the working
class. He founded the Political Affairs
Committee or PAC that championed
the rights of the plantation workers.
PAC later
Progressive Party (PPP) through
merger with another party British
Guyana Labour Party (BGLP).

The India immigrants were brought to
Guyana as indentured labourers from
1838 to 1917 worked for the capitalist
class. The system of indenturedship
was a euphemism for slavery. The
Indians were given logies or barracks
to live in, which were once occupied by
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African slaves. The living and working
conditions of these Indians on the
plantations were abysmal and
attracted wide spread criticism from
Indian nationalist leaders, which
eventually led to the abolition of labour
recruitmentin 1917.

Narrating the inhuman and pitiable
condition of Indian Indentured
Labours Dr. Cheddi Jagan has written
in his book THE WEST ON TRIAL.
"The plantation was indeed a world
of its own. Or rather it was two
worlds: the world of exploiters and
the world of the exploited; the world
of whites and the world of non-
whites. One was the world of
managers and the European staffin
their splendid mansions; the other,
the world of the labourers in their
logies in the "niggeryard” and the
"bound-coolie-yard”. The
mansains were electrically lit; the
logies had kerosene lamps. It was
not unusual to hear it said that the
mules were batter treated than
human beings, for the stable had
electric light. It was not that
electricity could not have been
taken to the workers' quarters and
residences. The owners could
easily have generated more
electricity at very little extra cost to
satisfy the needs of all. But
electricity, like so many other
things, was a status symbol".

Clinton Collymore has rightly said that
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, former President
and Leader of the People's
Progressive Party was a statesman of
exceptional vision. He could be said to
have appeared at a time when a
person of his caliber was direly

needed and
also to have
appeared well
in advance of
his time. This is
a duality that
baffles many
persons,
mainly his
detractors.
Ni=a. Vahiten
Chandarpal
also said that
While Dr.
Jagan was

Dr. Cheddi Jagan addressing the Indian Parliament in 1953 with alive, there
P M Jawahar Lal Nehru and Forbes Burnham (Guyana) on the dias.

were many who
rejected his ideas and considered him
to be irrelevant. Ten years after his
death many have turned around and
now recognize the wisdom of his
ideas. Today, he stands like a colossus
as leaders across the political divide
bring to life the positions he had taken
on a wide range of national and global
issues.

As an international figure he is well
Known for his fight for peace around
the globe and in his later year for his
proposals for a New Global Human
order which were adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on
November 14, 2002. As such he
deserves credit as a major figure in
modern history. President Jagan died
onMarch 6, 1997.

Death 1o Imperialism

Today we strive to end our humanity's pains,
To extract your oppression's painful tooth,
To cut your vicious circle of our lives,

No work, no land, crime, punishment, crime -
But you tread with savage fascist steps,
With quislings and hired mercenaries
Willing and unwilling slaves and sharers of your
loot,

You keep your bayonets at our throats and shout,
Law and Order must prevail,

Don't read that!

Don't do that!

Don't go there!

Our beautiful country a vast prison you have made
And fences built to wrench us from our beloved -
Our homes
Our children
Our Comrades -

You beat us on our heads in the name of peace.
While in cleric robes you call for peace.

For you, peace is our grave and life hereafter
For us peace is joy and life and laughter
For this we march tomorrow
We march to extract your oppression's painful
tooth
To end our humanity's pains.

Dr. Jagan wrote this poem "Death to Imperialism"
in 1954, while in prison. This is the only D

poem he ever wrote.
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Celebrating 50 Years of Independence of Mauritius

«

The President of the Republic of India,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind, who is the
chief Guest of the Government on the
occasion of celebrations marking the
50th anniversary of the Independence
of the Republic of Mauritius, during a
State Banquet hosted in his honour by
the Prime Minister of Mauritius Mr
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, at the
Swami Vivekananda International
Convention Centre in Pailles, said that
Mauritius and India have a shared
destiny and future.

In his address, Shri Kovind highlighted
that from the days of supporting the
Mauritian political and social
emancipation in a bid to have
sustained major priority projects, India
has always been on Mauritius's side to
work for the development and
prosperity of all sections of society. He
pointed out that India-Mauritius
relations are very special as both
countries have ancestral and familiar
links that go back in time and that are
still present.

President Kovind underlined that
Mauritius is a gateway to the Indian
Ocean region and to Africa before
adding that our island can serve as a
hub for Indian companies looking to
reach out the African continent. India
sees in Mauritius a trusted partner in
realising the share vision of stability,
peace and prosperity in the Indian

l

Ocean region, he stated. In a view to
foster closer people to people ties, all
Mauritians of Indian descent became
eligible for Indian citizenship under
specific provision under the Overseas
Citizen of India card scheme since last
year, he said.

Prime Minister of Mauritius Mr Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth underscored that
what makes Mauritius unique is the
creation of a rainbow nation that
necessitated adjustment, tolerance
and respect for different faiths and
cultures. He stressed that it is
therefore apt that the theme for this
year's celebration is Lame dan lame,
as all citizens have walked and
continue to walk hand in hand to build
the country as one people and one
nation.

Mr Jugnauth also acknowledged the
support of the country's development
partners and the solidarity of many
sister nations without whom Mauritius
would not have been able to achieve
all its objectives. Mauritius will
continue to work actively with other
friendly countries in the fight against
climate change, human and drug
trafficking, organised crime and
corruption, and piracy, and will also
pursue our advocacy on the need for a
stronger presence of Africa on the
Security Council and a permanent
seat for India, he added.

MauriTius ANd INdia have A Shared DesTiny
President Ramnath Kovind

Mr Jugnauth further underpinned that
Mauritius values the heritage it has
from India, which has given the
country core values such as integrity,
self-respect, discipline, empathy,
selflessness, and respect for elders
and for family. This invaluable
inheritance from India also constitutes
the fundamental Mauritian spirit and
as our island turns towards the future,
we are poised to create a still more
prosperous, unified and equitable
nation, he stated.

Our people will join hands to propel the
country to greater heights. We have
done so before and we are doing it
again, concluded the Prime Minister.

President Shri Ram Nath Kovind
addressing the youth of Mauritius at
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute in Moka
said that Mauritius and India have a
shared destiny and future as they both
cherish the values of freedom,
transparency, democracy and human
dignity. These values have inspired
both countries to a common struggle
against colonial rule. India's aspiration
is for Mauritius to rise as a leading
economy and a voice for peace and
stability in the entire Indian Ocean
Region.

He also paid a tribute to the great
Indian Leader Mahatma Gandhi. The
—
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Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Local
Government and Outer Islands, Mrs
Fazila Jeewa-Daureeawoo, the
Minister of Youth and Sports, Mr
Stephan Toussaint, and other eminent
personalities were present on the
occasion. President Kovind is on a
four-day State Visit to Mauritius from
11 to 14 March 2018 and is leading a
high-level delegation comprising, his
Spouse, first lady Smt. Savita Kovind;
the Minister of State in the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, Shri
Ashwini Kumar Choubey;and other
eminent officials.

In his address to the youth, the
President of India said he was
honoured to be in Mauritius for a
milestone moment in the country's
history, which is the golden jubilee of
its independence and also its 26th
anniversary of the Republic. He
underscored that the values that
Mauritius and India share, have
inspired the two countries through the
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

The youth of a country, the President
underlined, plays an integral part and
contributes significantly to its
progression. On this score, he called
upon the Mauritian youth to strive for
success so as to make their country
proud and at the same time promote
peace, harmony and unity among the
population. He rejoiced that the
citizens of diverse background of
Mauritius have built this nation as a
prosperous one and which stands a
model for the Indian Ocean region.

Speaking of the sanitation records of
Mauritius, he stated that it is a model
for India's Swacch Bharat mission
which is a key programme making
progress in India to achieve
cleanliness coverage across the
country.

Referring to the collaboration between
Mauritius and India, the President
pointed out that Mauritius is one of the
largest participating countries in the
Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation programme, with over
300 young people from Mauritius who
undergo civilian and defence related
training in India every year.

Under India's Africa Scholarships
programme which is part of the India

7

Africa Forum Summit initiative, the
President pointed out that every year
97 scholarships are offered to
Mauritian students for higher
education. In addition, some 200
students enrol in Indian universities on
a self-financing basis.

President Kovind further highlighted
that the laying of the foundation stones
of the social housing project and the
ENT hospital that will be effected
during his visit and the construction of
the Metro rail in the country are clear
indicators of the close existing
bilateral relations between Mauritius
and India.

In respect of the prevailing era of
connectivity and the blue economy,
President Kovind said that the waters
and resources of the ocean should be
used intelligently and humanely for
uniting cultures and people in a
collaborative manner adding that
institutions and platforms should be
built to anticipate and prepare for
common challenges, related to
security or humanitarian disasters.

The President of India emphasised
that India's vision for the Indian Ocean
region is to cooperate in
developmental programmes that are
sustainable, mutually-beneficial and
which contribute to employment and
well-being of the local community.
India's close relationship with
Mauritius is symbolic of the shared
aspirations for Africa as well as for the
Indian Ocean region, added the
President.

In the spirit of a further revitalisation of
the Indo-Mauritian relationship,
various Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) and Agreements were
exchanged. These are:

President Kovind ﬂ'ering tribute to Mahtma Gandhi at MGI, Mauritius

® arenewed programme for cultural
cooperation for another four years,
until 2021. The Agreement will ensure
exchanges in the field of culture, arts,
literature and languages

® an MoU between the Ministry of
Ayush in India and University of
Mauritius (UOM) pertaining to the
establishment of an academic chair in
Ayurveda. This will help UOM to
undertake academic and research
activities in Ayurveda in Mauritius.

e an MoU between the Public
Service Commission of Mauritius and
the Union Public Service Commission
of India. It pertains to an exchange of
experience on modern approach to
public service recruitment and
selection including the use of IT
infrastructure for the expeditious
scrutiny and speedy disposal of
applications.

e an MoU for the establishment of the
Nalanda University, an international
institution, to be located in the Rajgir,
Nalanda district in the State of Bihar. It
aims at fostering regional networking
and collaboration with existing centres
of excellence in East Asia. It also
seeks to contribute to regional peace
and imparting education and capacity
in the domains of philosophy,
language and other areas.

Prior to the exchange of MoUs and
agreements, the Indian President had
a delegation-level meeting with Prime
Minister Jugnauth at the Government
House. Both leaders exchanged
views on a range of global and
regional issues and agreed to
continue supporting each other and
cooperate closely on common
challenges and interest. O
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25 Markandey Rai
| was reading and listening to story of
Kim Suro, King of Gaya in the first
century AD in the Southern state of
South Korea before the Shilla dynasty.
The famous King Suro united and
expanded to make a very strong
kingdom and lived for more than 158
years. Most important thing, which |
am telling now, is that he married with
queen Heo who went from Bharat
(India) by boat. Now the historians and
scientists believe that she went from
Ayodhya in UP from Rama family.
Both had 12 children together. Two
sons agreed to keep the sir name Heo
and they believe that they are brother
and sisters so they do not marry
among themselves. Even the Kim also
did not marry with Heos with the same
belief. More than six million Koreans
trace their lineage to Queen Heo.
Queen Heo died at the age of 157.

Koreans have now erected a
monument in the memory of Queen
Heo Hwang -ok at the other side of
Sarayu River and both Koreas believe
that their great grandmother came
from this place. This was inaugurated
in the presence of over hundred of
historians and government
representatives including both the
ambassadors from North and South
Korea. In 2016 a Korean delegation
proposed to develop the memorial.

That was the reason when President
Roh Moo-Hyun visited to Delhi, he
said "we are cousins.”

When both Koreas are on loggerhead,
and having very bitter relation, India
can play a crucial role as the mediator.
Keeping this in my mind, this time
when | happened to go to Incheon and
Seoul to address several meetings
and International IT exhibitions, |
decided to sneak out to go to Gimhae,
which is a town close to the second
largest city in South Korea, called
Bussan.

It was indeed a very nice experience; |
took a bullet train and reached from
Seoul to Gimhae. | had booked my
hotel on the Internet, and | reached
there by car. It was evening by that
time so | went around having my
dinner and slept comfortably with
planning to go to the tomb of Kim Suro,
King of Gayaand Queen Heo in the
morning. Initially | wished to take a taxi
to save time but on enquiry | was told
that it is not very far and can go by bus
oron foot. On further enquiry | decided
to walk on foot. | reached after walking
for 20 minutes. First was the King's
tomb. | was given support by the
tourist office of Gimhae and explained
the surroundings. The office was very
friendly and they assured to inform the
tour guide at the Queen's tomb to take
me around. It was lunchtime so | went
to a nearby restaurant and ordered
pizza for my lunch. The lady was very
friendly and served me nice pizza of
sweet potato and assigned a table
near window, which can oversee the
tomb of King. She explained the route
to goto Queen's tomb as well. The tour
office had reopened by that time after
lunch break, so | walked to that place

INdo—KoreaNn EmoTtional ConnecT

Gimhae is an eco friendly happy city where nature and human being live in harmony

where they guided me and informed
the tour guide there as promised.

| reached to Queen tomb in less than
10 minutes walking by lanes. A lady
received me and took me around. She
explained me about the pagoda which
queen had carried with her to protect
her from any bad weather and sea
storm on her sea route from India to
Gimhae. The stone of pagoda has
worn out due to belief among the
sailors that if you keep apiece of stone
with you on your voyage, it will protect
you from any calamity.

The stone is a peculiar sand stone with
some reddish line here and there but
unique fact is that such stones are not
available in Korea anywhere. It is
available in India only. This confirms
that this relic was from India.

Queen Heo carried with her a herb
which is very popular still, and their
belief is that the leafs and flower can
be used as tea for curing any sickness.
This is called Tangun Tea. Both the
king and queen lived more than a
century.

Gimhae is a happy city with beautiful
nature. This is an eco friendly city
where nature and human being live in
harmony. It has a great history and a
very cultured city with nice and helpful
people. Gaya, the forth empire,
despite its unknown history, was a
tremendous empire and was famous
for ironware and earthenware, difficult
to find in the world. The Gaya Dynasty
Period usually refers to the history of
more than 600 years from the 1st
century BC to the 532 or 562 AD.

-
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Royal Tomb of King Suro is the
symbolic cultural relic. King Suro of
Gimhae is the progenitor of Garakguk
(42 to 532 AD). Royal tomb of King
Suro, founder of Garak and founder of
the Gimhae Kim clan, the Gimhae Heo
Clan and Incheon Yi clan. As King
Suro first came from eggs, they say
that he was called "Suro". He died in
199 at the age of 158.

Queen Heo, the wife of King Suro was
the Princess of the Indian Ayuta
Kingdom and her full name was Heo
Hwang—OK. In 48 AD when the
Princess Suriratna of Ayodhya was 16
years old, she sailed to Garak
Kingdom and married King Suro, the
founder of the Garak Kingdom. In 189
AD she passed away. Queen Heo
made her two sons of her 10 sons
follow her last name just before she
died, the Heos of Gimhae was created
and they say that the marriage of the
Kim's of Gimhae with the Heos of
Gimhae has been prohibited. At the
tomb of Queen Heo there is an
emblem with a pair of fish called

emblem of Garakguk and a symbol of
religious belief as auspicious and fish
is considered as the intelligent
existence that protects men.

Ssangeomun are still found in
Buddhist shrines of Gyeongnam,
which was an old land of Gaya. Both
the Tomb of King Suro and Queen Heo
are of the same round shape coved
with soil and height is about five
meters. They are the largest tomb in
Gimhae region. It is well maintained,
and rituals are performed on the
specific dates by the caretaker.

When both the Koreans have agreed
to go for talk next week in January
2018, India can use its position of trust
by both countries to bring them
closure. Both were same country and
families have suffered a lot by this
division after Korean war in 1950. It
was not their choice to divide; rather it
was imposed on them by two super
powers. Today geopolitics has
changed and Koreans should decide
their fate. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Ministry of Unification of South Korea
and also KOIKA as well as with the
Korean Foundation and other partners
from NGO's to pave the way for the
Unification of the Korean Peninsula.
We should support Korea Unification.
There are several initiatives and
action groups, which are active.
However, there is no leader like
Gandhi, Mandela or Martin Luther
King who can lead this civil right
movement. Itis a Korean dream so the
leader should come from among
them. The person should be
acceptable by majority in both North
and South Korea to lead this
movement. The Family Peace
Association of Dr. Hyun Jin Moon can
play a very strategic role in uniting
families both side of the boarder. This
is a unique opportunity and India can
assist in that process through
empowering Korean people to bring
change frominside.

(Author is a Member, Management
Committee at ARSPF. ) Il
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Krishna Kolhi—Pak's Ist Dalit Woman SenaTtor

In a historic first for Pakistan, a Dalit
woman from the country's
marginalised Hindu community has
been elected to the Senate, the upper
house of the parliament.

Krishna Kumari Kolhi, a 39-year old
Hindu Dalit woman, was elected
senator on a women's seat from
Sindh. She is a member of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari-led Pakistan People's
Party (PPP).

Her election represents a major
milestone for women and minority
rights in Pakistan. Earlier, PPP had
elected first Hindu woman named
Ratna Bhagwandas Chawla as a
senator.

Dalits, too, have been elected on PPP
tickets from Sindh in the past but Kolhi
is the first woman from the scheduled
caste to become a senator. The first
non-Muslim Dalit senator in Pakistan
was Dr Khatumal Jeewan. He was
also elected by PPP on a general seat
in 2009. Engineer Gianchand was the

20t1h Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers in Fiji

Dr. Satya Pal Singh, Minister of State,
Ministry of Human Resource
Development; and Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of
India led the Indian delegation to the
20th Conference of the
Commonwealth Education Ministers
(20CCEM) held in Nadi, Fiji during 19-
23 February 2018. The theme of the
Conference was "Sustainability and
Resilience: Can Education Deliver?

The Minister had also given a
statement on "Adult Education and
Learning" during deliberations on
Sustainable Development Goal-4
(SDG4) on 23 February 2018. Dr.
Singh conveyed to the participating
Commonwealth members about
various schemes that Government of
India started in adult education like
'National Literacy Mission', 'Saakshar
Bharat (Literate India)', Government's
various initiatives for electoral literacy
(to enhance voting percentage),
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second Dalit to be elected as senator
onageneral seatby PPPin2015.

Kolhi hails from Nagarparkar village in
Tharparkar district of Sindh province,
where women are deprived of basic
fundamental rights. Being a victim of
bonded labour along with her parents,
a common practice in Tharparkar,

Kolhi fought hunger and poverty in her |

early life.

She was married to Lal Chand atthe
age of 16, when she was studying in
9th grade. However, she pursued her
studies, and in 2013, she completed
masters in sociology from the Sindh
University. "Fortunately my husband
and in-laws were extremely
supportive and encouraged me to
continue my education," she told a
local news channel. "We didn't have
electricity so | used to study with the
help of an oil lantern," she added.

While at university, she actively
worked against bonded labour, sexual
harassment at workplaces, and for the

financial literacy (Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojna), legal literacy for
marginalized sections and vocational
training (skill development) courses
for adults, ICT-enabled learning
transformation [Massive Open Online
Learning Courses (MOOCs)/
Swayam], National Digital Library, etc.
He reiterated that no child grows as an
adult without education. Statements
and comments of the Minister were

e

rights of women and

poor people
her village. "l will not only represent
women of Tharparkar but act as a
representative for women across the
country and speak for their rights,”

Kolhi said while highlighting child
marriages and forced conversions as
maijor issues faced by the people of
Tharparkar.

“I will struggle for implementation of
the laws in constitution drafted for the
rights of women. There are laws for
rights of women but none of them have
beenimplemented," she said.

very well appreciated by all
participating countries.

Dr. Singh had an excellent meeting
with Ms. Patricia Scotland, Secretary
General of Commonwealth to discuss
multilateral cooperation on 21
February 2018.

Dr. Singh visited Vivekanand College

run by Ramakrishna Mission where he
—
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interacted with teachers / students of
the College. On 22 February 2018, the
Minister travelled to Suva to interact
with representatives of India Diaspora
at the Indian High Commission where
'World Hindi Diwas' was celebrated.
He presented awards to three Fijians,
who are contributing immensely in
promoting and propagating Hindi
Language in Fiji. Dr. Singh's speech
on 'Hindi Language and Culture'
touched hearts of Indian Diaspora.

Dr. Singh visited Girmit Centre in
Lautoka, where he gifted 100 books to
the Centre's Library and interacted
with Girmit Centre authorities on 23
February 2018.

Thereafter, the Minister visited the
Rabindranath Tagore Centre at the
University of Fiji in Lautoka, where he
donated 100 books to the centre and
had an excellent interaction with
Indian diaspora during the
presentation of a book "The Subaltern
Indian Women" (on Girmit women)
edited by Prof. Prem Misir, Vice
Chancellor, University of Fiji.

Mrs. Leela Devi Lachchman,
Mauritian Minister of Education was
also present during these community

interactions and appealed the
diaspora to participate in big number
in 'World Hindi Conference' to be held
in Mauritius in August 2018.
Dr. Singh spoke on 'role of women in

PIO in UK Gers

An Indian-origin Birmingham man,
who risked his life to help a fatally
injured young boy in the last year's
Barcelona terror attack, has been
selected for this year's 'Pride of
Birmingham'award.

Harry Athwal, a project manager from
Great Barr area of north-west
Birmingham, was in Spain on holiday
with a group of friends and family,

PIO is Scotland Yard's

Neil Basu, a senior Indian-origin
Scotland Yard officer, was on Monday
appointed as the counter-terrorism
chief, a job viewed by many as the
toughestin British policing.

Basu, 49, currently the Metropolitan
Police Deputy Assistant
Commissioner, will be promoted to the
rank of Assistant Commissioner for

nurturing culture, society and
civilization' as well as on 'preserving
health, language and culture', which
Indian Diaspora found very much
inspirational.

Bravery Award

including his sister Kinde Dehr, when a
terrorist drove a van into pedestrians
on Barcelona's famous Las Ramblas
tourist spot, killing13 people and
injuring hundreds. He ran to help
7year-old Julian Alessandro Cadman,
who was among those hit, and defied
police orders to evacuate the area to
keep holding on to him until the
emergency services came. [l

New ANTi-TERROR Chief

Specialist Operations, according to an
official announcement.

He will take charge as the force's
National Lead for Counter Terrorism
(CT) and the Head of the Met Police's
Specialist Operations after the
resignation ofincumbent Mark Rowley
on March 21. O

Days to Remember

in April, 2018

(Earth and its ecosystems provide life and
sustenance to everything. This day aims to raise
awareness that we have a responsibility to
promote harmony with nature.)

World Books & Copyright Day

(This day which happens to be the birthday of
William Shakespeare, is celebrated as a world-
wide tribute to books and authors to encourage
everyone to discover the pleasure of reading.)

World Intellectual Property Day

(The term 'intellectual property' refers to the right
of creative people to 'own' whatever they
produce, such as literary or artistic works, short
stories, novels, films which others should not copy.
Intellectural property rights of others should he
respected and not violated.)

South Africa : Freedom Day

April02 : International Children's Book Day April22 : MotherEarth Day
(This day is the birthday of Hans Christian
Anderson who is the author of many famous
children's stories. Children are inspired to pick up
a book and start reading. The aim is to increase
children's access to books.) April23 :
April06 : International Day of sport for Development &
Peace
(Sport builds up healthy body and mind. It brings
people closer together, erase cultural, linguistic
and geographic barriers and promoter personal || April26 : Israel- National Day
integrity, fair play and honorable competition.) April 26 : Tanzania- Union Day
April07 : W.H.O.-World Health Day April 26 :
(Each year, a theme is selected for World Health
day that highlights an important area of public
health concern in the world. In 2017 the theme is
Depression.)
April13 : Baisakhi
April14 : Dr.AmbedkarJayanti
April16 : [NIETERZEC] April 27 :
April21 : United Kingdom : Her majesty the Queen's April30 : [T O
Official Birthday April 30 :

Netherlands : Queen's Birthday
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4%7h & 467h Know INdia PROGRAMME

During the month, ARSP hosted 45th
and 46th editions of Know India
Programme (KIP) on 19th and 28th
February, 2018. At the 45th KIP, 40
Indian Diaspora Youth were felicitated
at Pravasi Bhawan. These included 5
each from Fiji, Guyana, Mauritius,
South Africa, and Trinidad & Tobago, 4
from Suriname, 3 each from Israel, Sri
Lanka and Netherlands and one each
from France and Malaysia. The event
was chaired by Amb. R. Dayakara,
Senior Vice President, ARSP with Dr.
Markandey Rai, Senior Advisor UN-
Habitat & member of ARSP Managing
Committee as a Chief Guest. Other
distinguished speakers included Her
Excellency Ms. Aashna Kanhai,
Ambassador of Suriname, Mr.
Nor'Azam Mohd Idrus, Deputy High
Commissioner of Malaysia, Mr. Nilesh
Roneel Kumar, Charge d' Affaires of
Fiji, and Shri Manoj Kumar, US (OIA-
II) Ministry of External Affairs. Mr. Amit
Gupta, Convener ARSP's Foreign
Students & Youth Affairs Committee
(FS&YA Committee) conducted the
proceedings. Amb. Dayakara in his
address spoke about the sprit behind
KIP and ARSP's role in shaping the
Diaspora policy of India. He
mentioned that India was the pioneer
in engaging the diaspora which was
emulated by other countries. India has
always followed an open and
transparent policy in dealing with its
diaspora.

Dr. Markandey Rai explained that a
harmonious society can promote the
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ancient Indian philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam which
meant that the world is a family. In
Indian philosophy, God is one but
addressed by different names. It
creates an atmosphere to unite the
humanity in one family. Amb. Aashna
Kanhai spoke about cultural bonds
between India and its diaspora,
highlighting
th'e .role
Bhojpuri
language
played in
cultural
diplomacy.
Mr. Nor'Azam
Mohd Idrus,
Deputy High '
Commissione

r of Malaysia, appreciated the
relevance of KIP and praised its
contribution to in intercultural
understanding. Shri Manoj Kumar, US
(OIA-Il), gave details of the three-
week KIP programme. This was
followed by interactive exchanges
with KIP delegates giving expression
to their feeling and experiences during
the visit to various parts of India.
Delegates from Fiji, Guyana,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Suriname and
Trinidad & Tobago regaled the
audience with musical performance.
Mr. Rajmohan, an Indo-Surinamese
singer of repute living in
Holland,whose presence at the event
was arranged by H. E. Aashna Kanhai,
sang his own compositions

accompanied by guitar to the
applause of the audience. The
meeting ended with a vote of thanks
by Shri Narayan Kumar, Hony.
Director ARSP.

At the 46th KIP on 28th February, 2018
Amb. Manju Seth presided with H. E.
Amb. Dave Persad, High
Commissioner of T & T as Chief Guest.
Other dignitaries included CDA of Fiji
and US (OIA-Il), MEA. Prof. Bharat
Bhushan, Chairman (FS&YA
Committee) ARSP with Shri Amit
Gupta, Convener (FS&YA Committee)
ARSP conducted the proceedings.

There were 40 youth drawn from Fiji
(9), Guyana (7), Mauritius (7), South
Africa (3), T & T (5), Suriname (3), Sri
Lanka (3), Israel (2) and Grenada (1).
The lively discussions included an
inspiring address by Amb. Manju Seth
followed by observations by Amb.
Dave Persad, Shri Nilesh R. Kumar
and Shri Manoj Kumar. Shri Mukesh

Aggarwal, Vice President, ARSP
intervened with his robust clarification
for certain remarks from the dias. The
KIP delegates shared their
impressions gathered during the visit
to various places in India and
entertained the audience with songs.
The KIP delegates were given
glimpses of India's Festival of Colours
- Holi with gulal, sweets and fun as the
KIP event coincided with Holi. Prof.
Bharat Bhushan delivered the vote of
thanks.

Both the events were attended by
ARSP members, media, diplomatic
community, intellectuals,
academicians and etc. The meetings
concluded with High Tea. |




Vice President Venkaiah Naidu Releases
Book By Shubha Singh

Shubha Singh

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu
released the book 'Media and Foreign
Policy in India' authored by Smt
Shubha Singh at the Indian Council of
World Affairs. The media-foreign
policy interaction is a complex and
variable one, said Shri Venkaiah
Naidu, adding that the author had
succinctly established the cross
linkages between the media,
diplomacy and foreign policy in a
democracy.

According to the author, prime time
television debates on Indian news
channels have built up an impression
that television coverage can influence
government policies. "When television
anchors thunder that the government
should "act now" on a particular issue,
it appears as though the media has a
considerable influence on
government actions. Television can
whip up popular sentiment and utterly
complicate the functioning of the
government in a crisis situation." But
the question was whether the media
actually influenced government or not.

In a short presentation on her work,
Shubha Singh explained that visiting
Chinese leaders had occasionally
complained that the Indian media's
coverage of India-China relations
vitiated the atmosphere. External
Affairs Ministers and Foreign

Secretaries have occasionally
requested journalists to tone down the
rhetoric.

In the present day world, almost every
sphere of work and activity has an
interface with the media. Democratic
governments are acutely conscious of
public opinion and actively seek to
build public support in favour of their
policies. Diplomacy is no longer
conducted behind closed doors, it is
now out in the open with high profile
visits and high powered summits, all
played out in the full glare of the
media. The success of a high-level
visit or conference is measured in
newspaper headlines and television
time.

The most obvious media-foreign
policy interaction is the exchange of
information. It is through the media
that information about government
policies, events, and initiatives are
conveyed to the public while the media
brings out public opinion and views of
experts toreaders.

Many policymakers maintain that the
media has become an "undeniable
factor" in diplomacy and foreign policy;
others contend that the media's
impact is "superficial" and mainly
restricted to the "outward appearance”
of foreign policy.

Vice Presidetn Venkaiah Naidu, Shri Nalin Surie, Director General ICWA, Shubha Singh

Undoubtedly, the media wields a large
amount of influence on the public
perception of foreign policy. Media
reports can kill a proposal through
premature publicity, and intense
media coverage can cause policies to
be reappraised, tweaked, put on hold
or even abandoned. However the
political leadership has the capacity
and often does respond to media
pressure by developing cosmetic
policy responses that effectively
deflect media pressure.

Shubha Singh is a journalist and
author, having worked at two
prominent national newspapers, the
Telegraph and the Pioneer. She has
been writing a weekly column on
foreign affairs for more than 25 years.
She has written three books on the
Indian diaspora; they include: Fiji: A
Precarious Coalition', 'Overseas
Indians - The Global Family', 'Journey
of Discovery: Ancestral Searches in
India' and has co-edited a book of
essays by Indian women journalists
'Making News, Breaking News, Her
Own Way'.

Shubha Singh has been a part of the
ARSP family for many years. Her
father, late Shri Bhagwan Singh was
one of the founders ofthe ARSP.  []
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Bhutan News

CelebraTion of His Majesty The King's 781h Birthday as
A Special Event To commemorate The Golden Jubilee of Diplomaric
Relations Between INdia And Bhutan

The 38th Birth Anniversary of His
Majesty The King on 21 February
2018 was celebrated at the Royal
Bhutanese Embassy in New Delhi as
a special event to commemorate the
Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
establishment of formal diplomatic
relations between Bhutan and India.
H.E.Shrimati Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble
Minister for External Affairsof India,
graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. H.E.Lyonpo Damcho Dorji,
Hon'ble Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Bhutan, also graced the event. The
event was attended by senior officials
of the Government of India, members
of the diplomatic corps in Delhi, Indian
friends and well-wishers of Bhutan
and the Bhutanese community in New
Delhi including Bhutanese students
studying in and around New Delhi.

In her remarks, H.E. Shrimati Sushma
Swaraj on behalf of the Government
and the people of India, extended
warmest greetings to His Majesty The
King on the joyous occasion of His
Majesty's birthday and wished His
Majesty good health, happiness and
continued success in His pursuit of
peace and prosperity for the friendly
people of Bhutan. H.E. Shrimati
Sushma Swaraj stated that India is
proud of the special and exemplary
ties of friendship and cooperation
between the two countries, which are
built on shared values and aspirations,
utmost trust and mutual respect. Her
Excellency said that relations between
India and Bhutan is a unique
partnership built on the historical and
cultural linkages and stated that 2018
is a milestone moment for India -
Bhutan partnership as the two
countries celebrate the
accomplishments of the last five
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decades of our time-tested and
special ties. H.E. Shrimati Sushma
Swaraj, on behalf of the Government
and the people of India, also
reaffirmed India's abiding commitment
to nurture and advance the special
and privileged partnership with
Bhutan.

H.E. Lyonpo Damcho Dorji in his
remarks said the firm foundations that
were laid for India-Bhutan relations 50
years ago have grown, blossomed
and flourished. He said that India-
Bhutan relations is a relationship that
has since been carefully nurtured and
strengthened under the wise
leadership of our visionary Monarchs
and successive dynamic leaders of
India cutting across party lines. On

| behalf of the people and the Royal

Government of Bhutan, Lyonpo also

. expressed appreciation to the people

and Government of India, for India's
generous and unstinted support,
friendship and cooperation in Bhutan
socio-economic development. Lyonpo

@ Celebrating the 35 Birthday of
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stated that the people and the Royal
Government of Bhutan attach the
highestimportance to its relations with
India.

During the event, the Hon'ble Chief
Guest Smt. Sushma Swaraj and
Lyonpo Damcho Dorji jointly launched
Commemorative Bhutanese Stamps
published by Bhutan Post specially for
the Golden Jubilee celebrations and
the Special Issue of 'Bhutan
Panorama' magazine published by the
India-Bhutan Friendship Association
in coordination with the Royal
Bhutanese Embassy. The Hon'ble
Chief Guest also awarded prizes for
the top three winners of an essay
competition organized by the
Embassy amongst all Bhutanese
students studying in India on the
theme of 'India-Bhutan relations'.

Artistes from the Royal Academy of
Performing Arts, popular Bhutanese
actors, singers and comedians as well
as Bhutanese students in India
presented cultural performances.
Cultural performances were also
presented from the Indian side.

The Golden Jubilee will be celebrated
throughout the year with a series of
cultural events, exhibitions, seminars,
commemorative events that have
been planned both in Bhutan and

India. —
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Visit To New Delhi by His Excellency
Lyonpo Damcho Dorji, Hon'ble Foreign MiNisTeR

His Excellency Lyonpo Damcho Dorji,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, paid an
official visit to New Delhi to participate
in the celebration of the 38th Birth
Anniversary of His Majesty The King
on 21st February 2018 at the Royal
Bhutanese Embassy to
commemorate the Golden Jubilee
celebrations on the establishment of
formal diplomatic relations between
Bhutan and India. The event was
graced byHer Excellency Shrimati
Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Minister of
External Affairs of India as the Chief
Guest.

While in New Delhi, Lyonpo Damcho
Dorji had a bilateral meeting with Her
Excellency Shrimati Sushma Swaraj,
Hon'ble Minister for External Affairs of
India. During the meeting, the two
Foreign Ministers held discussions on
a range of matters of bilateral interest
between Bhutan and India. External
Affairs Minister Shrimati Sushma
Swaraj hosted a dinner in honour of
Lyonpo Damcho Dorii.

The visit by Lyonpo Damcho Dorji to
India has further strengthened the
very close ties of friendship and

understanding between the two

countries. Lyonpo was also
accompanied to New Delhi by the
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Sonam
Tshong. O

Visit To0 Guwahari, Assam by Dasho Tshering Tobgay,
Hon'ble Prime MinisTer of Bl-IUTAN fROM 1 1o 4 February 2018.

H.E. Dasho Tshering Tobgay, Prime
Minister of Bhutan,visited Guwahati,
Assam from 1 to 4 February 2018. He
was accompanied by H.E. Lyonpo
Damcho Dorji, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, H.E. Lyonpo Lheky Dorji,
Minister of Economic Affair,
Government officials and business
representatives.

Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgay was warmly received by Shri
Rihon Daimary, Minister of Public
Health Engineering and Food
Supplies on arrival at Lokpriya
Bordoloi Airport on 1 February 2018.
In the evening, H.E. Sarbananda
Sonowal, Chief Minister of Assam,
hosted a dinner reception for Prime
Minister DashoTshering Tobgay and
his delegation.

Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgay graced the inauguration of the
Royal Bhutanese Consulate by
Lyonpo Damcho Dorji and the Chief
Minister of Assam on 2 February 2018.
The opening of the Consulate was
attended by Cabinet Ministers and
officials of the Government of Assam,
the members of the Legislative
Assembly, business houses, media
luminaries and distinguished citizens
of Assam. The opening of the
Consulate was a milestone event to
celebrate the golden jubilee of the

establishment of diplomatic relations
between Bhutan and India.

While in Guwahati, Prime Minister
Dasho Tshering Tobgay attended the
inauguration of the Advantage Assam
summit and addressed the inaugural
summit along with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 3 February 2018. In
his address, Prime Minister Dasho
Tshering Tobgay praised the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with his Act East Policy. He also
congratulated the Chief Minister for
hosting this innovative summit which
will attract investments for Assam and
the region. Prime Minister Dasho

Tshering Tobgay highlighted the FDI
policy of Bhutan, which also makes it
as an attractive investment
destination.

A number of dignitaries called on
Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgay including the Chief Minister of
Assam, Chief Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh, and Union Home Minister of
India, H.E. Mr. Kiren Rejiju.

Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgayalso met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and held discussions
on a range of issues of bilateral
interest between Bhutan and India
including the revision of the Chukha
tariff and a visit by Prime Minister Modi
to Bhutan later this year.

The visit of Prime Minister Dasho
Tshering Tobgay was appreciated by
the government and the people of
Assam and it also received wide
media coverage.
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Roma Need India's Support

ARSP organized an interactive
session/talk by Hon'ble Mr. Veljko
Kajtazi, Member of Parliament from
Croatia. He is the representative of
the Roma minority in Croatian
Parliament, President of India-Croatia
Friendship Group and Vice President
of the Committee of Representatives
of National Minorities. He is also the
member of the Committee for Human
Rights and Rights of National
Minorities, as well as the Committee
for Information and Media in Croatian
Parliament. Mr Kajtazi has been
invited by ICCR Under 'Distinguished
Visitors Programme'. He was
accompanied by his Advisor Mr. Emir
Grbic. The programme was organized
on 9th March 2018 at Malviya Smriti
Bhawan and was attended by
distinguished Roma scholars, Human
Rights Activist and senior members of
ARSP.

ARSP President Amb. Virendra Gupta
welcomed and introduced the Guests.
He gave a brief account of ARSP
activities and its engagement with

Roma community. ARSP Joint
Secretary Dr. Shashi Bala spoke
about the cultural and linguistic

similarities between Roma community
and India. She said Croatia is a
beautiful country and India and
Croatia share warm and cordial
relations.

In his address Mr. Kajtazi spoke about
the Roma minority in Croatia. Roma is
one of 22 National minorities in
Croatia and they are less than 1% of
the total population of about 4.2
millions in Croatia. He said that
condition of Roma community in
Croatia is far from satisfactory.
Representation of Roma in public
institutions is very negligible and they
face discrimination. There are
misconceptions in the society about
their activities. The critical issues

which impact them are Employment,

Health Care, Education and Housing.

The European community has
prepared some action plan and
programmes for the Roma community
believed to be about 15 million in
Europe and about 25 million
worldwide. Some of the countries in

Europe have 1
undertaken
programmes for
integration of Roma
community but these
steps are not enough.
Mr. Kajtazi said that
Croatia observes
three National
Holidays for Roma.
8th April (Flag Day) i
2nd August (Roma |
Genocide
Remembrance Day) [ -
and 5th November [

(Romanai Language Mr. Veljko Kajtazi discussing with Amb. Virendra 6upta during

Day). He concluded
by expressing gratitude to the External
Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj
for her support to the Roma
community by declaring Roma to be
the children of India during the
International Roma Conference
organized by ARSP in February 2016.
He sought the support of India for the
cause of Roma.

During the interaction, veteran Roma
scholar Prof. Shyam Singh Shashi
observed that there are several
factions of Roma community and they
are notunited. Thereis aneed to unite
Roma community around the world.

Advocate Rajesh Gogana, General
Secretary of HRDI (Human Right
Defense International) offered his full
support to Roma people in the matter
of Humanrights.

Shri Mohan Singh Dabas, Special
Metropolitician Majestrate recalled his
visit to Kosovska in Kosovo where he

™ s -
Mr. Veljko Kajtazi presenting a book on Roma to ARSP
President for Roma Research Centre.

the interactive session.

was serving as a United Nations police
officer. Amb. Surendra Dutta shared
his experience in engaging with Roma
Community during his posting in
Slovenia.

ARSP Secretary Shri Gopal Arora
informed the members that a mega
programme to commemorate the
millennium anniversary of exodus of
Roma from India will be celebrated
later this year. He suggested Mr.
Kajtazi to mobilize participation from
his country for this programme. Shri
Gopal Arora also informed that Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad is
starting a Roma Research Centre
where Study and Research projects of
Roma will be undertaken. Hony.
Director of ARSP Shri Narayan Kumar
stressed on the need for preservation
and promotion of Roma language and
culture. He assured full support of
ARSP in this matter.

In his concluding remarks President
Virendra Gupta
expressed the hope
that, with the support of
Government of India
and NGOs like ARSP,
there will be more
awareness about Roma
issues in India and this
extended Indian
Diaspora community will
have greater
engagement with India
and also a better future.

The programme ended
with high tea.
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