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Contribution of Diaspora in Nation Building

A two-day international -/
conference, focusing on
the contribution of Indian
Diaspora in nation building
in Mauritius, kicked off on
5th July, 2018 at the
Mahatma Gandhi Institute
in Moka, The conference
was organised as part of
the Antar Rashtriya §
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) *
India's commemoration of
the centenary of the
abolition of indentured
system and the
celebrations to mark the
50th anniversary of the
independence of
Mauritius.

In his keynote address,
Minister Mentor, Minister of
Defence and Minister of
Rodrigues, Sir Anerood Jugnauth
highlighted that the depth, strength
and uniqueness of the shared
relationship between India and
Mauritius is unparalleled while adding
that it transcends the socio-economic
and political sides and is firmly rooted
ina common vision.

According to Sir Anerood Jugnauth,
the unity and diversity that presently
reigns in Mauritius and its people
capacity to respond to emerging
challenges are the results of the
outstanding values such as resilience,
tolerance, hard work and sacrifice
transmitted to the Mauritians by their
forefathers who came mainly from
India under the Indentured System.

He recalled that under the colonial

rule, over 2 million indentured
labourers were taken amongst others
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The Minister Mentor, Minister of Defence and Minister of Rodrigues,
Sir Anerood Jugnauth inaugurating the Internationa Conference

to the lands of South Africa, Mauritius,
Trinidad and Tobago and Fiji to
address labour shortages in
sugarcane plantations. He underlined
that they constituted significant
majorities and have played important
role in nation building process thus
contributing to the socio-economic
development of their respective
countries. Some half million
indentured labourers who came to
Mauritius have contributed
significantly to giving a new identity to
the country, he said.

Sir Anerood Jugnauth further
expressed his gratitude to the
Government of India for its relentless
support in the modernisation of
Mauritius and helping the country to
achieve its set of objectives.

Minister of Arts and Culture, Mr
Prithvirajsing Roopun underlined that
the arrival of the indentured
immigrants is a major milestone in the
history of Mauritius. He underpinned
that through their toil, sweat,
unwavering determination and their
struggle for a better life, the indentured

—
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immigrants have shaped modern
Mauritius and contributed in
transforming the country into the star
and key of the Indian Ocean.

With regard to cultural heritage, he
underscored that the country is a
multi-ethnic one and that this multi-
ethnicity must be seen as a powerful
driver of social harmony and
economic prosperity and used as an
engine to prevent conflicts and
maintain peace and unity.

Ambassador Gupta highlighted that
the Indian Diaspora is making
valuable contributions to the
development process of the countries
of the Indentured Labour Route. He
stated that Mauritius was the first and
largest recipient ofindentured labour.

He underlined that the arrival of these
brave people from India, was much
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more than the mere transportation of a
group of labourers to an unknown
land. He described it as a profound
transfusion of the very pluralistic
cultural values of India. This heritage
is found very much alive today in
Mauritius as well as the other
countries on the Indentured Labour
Route, he said.

This International Conference was
organised jointly by the Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
India, Mahatma Gandhi Institute
(MGI), Mauritius and Aapravasi Ghat
Trust Fund (AGTF), Mauritius in
association with People of Indian
Origin Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PIOCCI) from 5-6 July, 2018.
Indian, international and Mauritian
participants presented their views on a
vast range of subjects like
Independence Movement and
Political Developments,
Establishment and Working of
Democratic Institutions, Economic
Development and Modernization,
Socio- Cultural Experience, Higher
Education and Technology and finally
the Role of Diaspora- Mauritian
Experience.

Inaugural Session began with the
welcome address by Mr. Jaynarain
Meetoo, Chairman, MGI/RTI. He gave
a brief history of the Immigrant
population and of MGI/RTI key role in
preserving archives and analysing
ancestral history. Mr. Dharam Yash
Chairperson, AGTF
recalled the special relations between
India and Mauritius. Amb. Virendra
Gupta, President, ARSP in his
welcome address thanked the Right
Honorable Minister Sir Anerood
Juganauth for his continued support to
ARSP. He introduced the theme of the
two day International Conference and
highlighted the importance of
Diaspora as an integral part of the
nation-building process. Acting High
Commissioner of India, Shri
K.D.Dewal, spoke about the cultural
bonds between India and Mauritius
and how well the culture has been
preserved by the descendents of the
immigrants.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General, ARSP proposed vote of
thanks and summing up the key points

highlighted the Role of Late Shri
Baleshwar Agrawal former Secretary
General of ARSP that ARSP has been
working for stablish strong and
coordinal relation between Indian and
Indian Diaspora since last five
decades. He said that there is a strong
social and cultural ties between Indian
Diaspora and India.

Session One on Independence
Movement and Political
Developments- Establishment and
Working of Democratic Institutions.
This session was chaired by Amb
Virendra Gupta. The session focused
on the arrival of immigrants in
Mauritius and how they transformed
the political landscape by bringing in
the highest democratic standards,
institutions and practices. The main
speakers in this sesstion were:-Prof
Ajay Dubey from JNU, Dr. Sarita
Boodhoo, Amb R. Dayakar, Dr. Amba
Pande, Dr Sheetal, Rajesh Gogna, Mr.
Dharam Yash Deo Dhuny and Mr
Mukesh Jhummun.

Session Two on
Economic,Development and
Modernization was chaired by Prof
Rajkkumar Bhatia, Patron PIOCCI. It
was a vibrant session focusing on the
economic aspects of nation-building.
The speaker talked about the
challenges and opportunities faced by
the Indian Diasporas in the global
market and the importance of
'Economic diplomacy' and 'Brand
India'. The main speakers in this
sesstion were:- Mr. Jwala Rambarran,
Mr. Dev Chamru, Mr. Nikesh Patel,
Amb Manju, Mr James Naidu, Prof
Atanu Mohapatra and Prof Gopal
Arora. This session was concluded by
the address given by Mr. Abhay
Kumar, head PIOCC

Open House Session was chaired by
Mr. Shyam Parande, Mr. Rakesh
Pandey and Prof Atanu Mohapatra
highlighted the long shared cultural
relationship between India and
Mauritius and the importance of Hindi
and Bhojpuri in Mauritius. Dr.
Ramashakar Kushwaha sang a
Pravasi geet 'Railiya Bairan' in the
context of male migration movement .
This session was concluded by a
melodious jhoomer presented by

—
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Dr. Sarita Bodhoo titled, 'Kehi jala
hajpur kehijala patna.’

Session Three on Socio- Cultural
Experience Including Higher
Education and Technology was
chaired by Dr.

speakers talked about the
contributions and challenges faced by
Indian diaspora in preserving the
Bhartiya socio-cultural fabric in
Mauritius. The speakers also stated
the importance of culture in the nation-
building process and expanding
foreign relations. The main speakers
in this sesstion were Mr. Surajdeo
Mangroo, Dr. Jean Regis Ramasamy,
Ms. Sabine Armoodum, Dr. Hans
Ramduth, Dr. Amit Singh, Dr. Sheila
Devi Ramdoo, and Mrs. Kiran Jankee.
Session Four on Role of Diaspora
in Nation-Building - The Mauritian
Experience was jointly chaired by Dr.
V Koojal and Amb Anup Kumar
Mudgal. The session broadly focused
on the way Indian Diaspora have
maintained and sustained their
cultural heritage in Mauritius and
contributions made by them in the
nation-building process of Mauritius.
The main speakers were Prof Vinesh
Hookoomsing, Mr. Jay Ganesh
Dawosing, Mr. Satyendra Peerthum,
Mrs Zareen Beebeejaun-Muslum, and
MrNarayan Kumar.

Valedictory Session: The Chief
Guest of Valedictory Session The
Acting President of the Republic of
Mauritius highlighted the importance
of Diaspora. He also appreciated the
Indian Government stance to support
its Diaspora. He appreciated the
Indian Diaspora's very nature to
merge and mingle with the native
population. He also heighted the
importance of India in the Mauritian
nation- building process and
emphasised on the role of Sir
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Santosh Kumar [
Preedaruth of MGI. In this session the &

Ramgoolam, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth,
the currentand former Prime Ministers
and Presidents in nation-building. He
thanked them for their contribution
towards Mauritius nation building
journey. He ended with the thought of
strong cultural connect of Indian
Diaspora with not only their home
country but of the host as well. Mr.
H.E. Mr Paramasivum Pillay
Vyapoory, G.0.S.K included
eminent speakers like ARSP
President Amb Virendra Gupta,
Director General MGI, Mrs Surya
Gayan, Guest of Honour H.E Mr Anil
Kumarsingh Gayan , Minister of
tourism, Chief Guest, H.E Mr
Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory,
GOSK, The Acting President of the
Republic of Mauritius, Shri K.D.
Deewal, Acting High commissioner of
India to Mauritius, Mr Dharam Yash
Deo Dhuny, Chairperson of AGTF, Mr.
Jaynarain Meetoo, Chairman,
MGI/RTI and Mr Shyam Parande,
General Secretary, ARSP.

Amb Virendra Gupta summarised the
two day conference proceeding. He
said that there is a shift in the attitude
of Diaspora as it is now coming out of
its cognitive shell and gaining
confidence. He also stated that nation-
building transcends socio- cultural
aspects and highlighted the
importance of Diaspora. He also
emphasised the need for promoting

language and education for smooth
sailing of nation building. Mrs Surya
Gayan gave a few suggestions like
looking upon the migration trends
between Reunion Islands, Mauritius
and Seychelles. She asked to engage
more in Diaspora to understand the

cultural baggage it brings and
emotional connect it amplifies. She
also talked about the preservation of
heritage and the associated
government policies for the same.
Finally she highlighted the role of
Bollywood in promoting Indian
Diaspora across the globe. H.E. Mr.
Anil Gayal began with the idea of
Vasudeva Kutumkam. He stated that
Diaspora is a very complex and
unique phenomenon. He also
emphasised on the history and
importance of labour Diaspora in the
Indian Ocean. He appreciated the
PIO/OCI cards. However, he
suggested that PIO/OCI card holder
should play a crucial role in the
legislative like in China and France.
He also quoted the Indian Ministers
words like 'When Mauritius asks India
Cannot Say No'. Finally he also talked
about increasing people to people
diplomacy. H.E. Mr Paramasivum
Pillay Vyapoory, GOSK.

The delegates also visited Reunion to

interact with the local PIO
organizations. The report will be
published inthe nextissue. |




The Hindustani CommuniTty is A Colourful Part of
The Surinamese Fabric—President Kovind

%f‘

President Ram Nath Kovind garlanding the statue of Mai Baap at Suriname

President Kovind visited Suriname
(June 19-21, 2018) to commemorate
145" anniversary celebration of the
arrival of first group of Indians as
indentured labour. Today, almost 37%
of the total population of 5,73,311 is of
Indian origin.

On his arrival, President Kovind paid
his tributes at the Gandhi statue in the
city. President Kovind at the
community reception said, “The
Hindustani community is a colourful
part of the Surinamese fabric. | see
them in large numbers here. They
carry the stories of the arduous
journey of their forefathers,
undertaken from Kolkata to
Paramaribo, close to their hearts. In
the steps of Baba and Mai, they follow
their past, their pride and their history.
These inspire millions in India as well.

The Baba and Mai monument in
Kolkata, an exact replica of the one in
Paramaribo, is testimony to our
umbilical connect. | am happy that the
Hindustani community has beautifully
assimilated in the Surinamese society
and yet, has preserved and kept their
traditions and culture alive. The best of
India, be it music, art or language has
a place of pride here. And the best of
Indian cinema is enjoyed by all.
Tomorrow, we will be laying the
foundation stone of an Indian Cultural
Centre. This would be dedicated to the
promotion of Hindustani music and
culture. | hope other communities
would also join in its journey and
success.”

He further said that, “I am delighted
that you are celebrating the 145th
anniversary of the arrival of Indians in

this country. But what is deeply
inspiring for me is that each and every
member of the Surinamese society is
sharing the festivities. And you are not
just living in harmony with your
communities, but also in harmony with
nature. | am told you are the greenest
country in the world. Deep in your
forests and river valleys, exist
centuries old wisdom and traditional
knowledge. We should bring them
back into our modern lives. | am happy
that you celebrate National Ayurveda
Day in Suriname. Today, we have
agreed to collaborate in the fields of
traditional medicine and plants. | hope
we will succeed in bringing the best of
Suriname and India together.”

Rashtrapatiji also spoke in Hindi
during his address at the community

reception, .

ARSP BULLETIN - JULY, 2018




Bt ‘fﬂ.‘d

'""-"--q,_____.-"

o
-‘L-—.-.____-_ -

“qrgal SR T, oY We 9 ey g9
Tad 95d GEN BI 8T § | 98 IS 8 AR bl
91 & f& 1o F8 femel b1 ohifad v g 14
4 Y e el g b 39 T 3719 e R
H 9RT B 9T IR TR DI I8l B fafd=
HYRTAT & 91 BeT Bl P SEE SR BT |
9 UPR MY ST-gaSl] B FfT BT A
AT 90 X1 & | 39 fory o1y 59 9es
D U S| H S [ TR BRa g b 54
BRI BT 3 TRE TIRI IRIT | F BT IRAT
13 I8 SaTeYUl ITTeRvT Hed HRIH T |

On June 21% on the occasion of
International Day of Yoga, he along
with President Boutersel and other
yoga enthusiasts, performed yoga
asanas in Suriname. It was the first
time since these celebrations began in
2015 that two Heads of State
celebrated yoga together. President
Kovind also addressed the people of
Suriname and talked about the
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President Ram Nath Kovind performs 'asanas’

benefits of performing yoga
asana.lndian Diaspora-India’s
Cultural Ambessadorin Greece

As part of the nine day tour, President
Ram Nath Kovind was in Greece from
June 18-20, 2018. An India-Greece
CEO's meeting was held on 19 June
2018. The business meeting was
attended by an Indian business
delegation comprising 31 business
representatives and a large number of
Greek businesspersons representing
the sectors of information technology,
electronics, real estate, agriculture,
tourism, food processing etc.
President Kovind addressed the
business leaders at a Breakfast
Meeting.

While addressing Indian diaspora,
President Kovind recognised their role

in strengthening economic and
cultural relations between the two
countries. He said that “We have an
ambassador in Greece. But you are
India's cultural ambassador. You play
a greater role in establishing relations
with India, to strengthen economic
relations with India.” He also talked
about the range of facilities given to
the NRIs, these are: 24-hour helpline
in the embassies for the diaspora;
Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra which acts as
a resource center for diaspora
whenever the Indian diaspora visits
India; Know India Program to gain
more information about their country;
introduction of Overseas Citizens of
India or Persons of Indian Origin
cards. He invited the Indian diaspora
to attend the forthcoming Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas (PBD) and the
Republic Day parade. O




Visit of ExTernal AFfairs MINISTER TO
Italy, France, Luxembourg, aAnd Belgium
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The Hon'ble Minister of External
Affairs, Smt. Sushma Swaraj,
concluded a 4-nation official visit to
Italy, France, Luxembourg and
Brussels from 17-23 June 2018. Smt.
Sushma Swaraj attended the
canonisation ceremony of Mother
Teresa in Rome and said, "I have
come here with a delegation from
different parts of India, with those of
different faiths to pay respect to life of
Mother Teresa," She added that, "For
the Indian principle is based on the
saying: Te¥ Hd, fau=T 9ga1 9a2l — the
truthis one, the wise call itas many".

In Rome Ms. Swaraj met Indian
diaspora and talked about various
welfare efforts of the government and
assisting the community members in
distress abroad. She thanked Indian
diaspora for coming, not just from
Rome but from Naples, Florence and
Milan. Hon'ble Minister talked about
the important contributions being
made by the Indian diaspora to the
Italian economy.

During her visit to France (from June
18 to 19, 2018 ) Smt Sushma Swaraj
announced that India will construct an

Indian Armed Forces Memorial in
Villiers Guislain, France, to honour the
valour and sacrifice of the thousands
of Indian soldiers, sailors and airmen
who fought for peace in World War I.

Smt. Sushma Swaraj visited the India
House and addressed the residents
where she emphasized on the
importance attached by India on the
links with the Indian diaspora. She
handed over certificates of
appreciation to Indian community
organization and individuals who have
contributed to the Swacch Bharat
Kosh. She also had a word of advice
for the Indian community in France.
"Wherever | have visited, | have heard
three things about Indians which make
me very proud of our diaspora. One
Indians are good neighbours, two they
are hard working and three they follow
the law and order. These three things
are the aspects that are most visible
about any community and hence it is
very important for all of you to consider
yourselves as the real ambassadors
of India. Your actions will leave a
lasting memory for the French and
hence it is important that you keep in
mind that you are representing India

here and whatever you do will impact
India's image in the mind of the
ordinary French," Ms. Swaraj said.

She released a publication 'States of
India' prepared by Embassy of India
which is meant for increasing
awareness of the business climate
and invest potential of various states
of India and would prove to be a handy
guide for French investors, chamber
of commerce and others.

During her visit to Luxembourg (June
19-20, 2018) EAM called on H.E. Mr.
Xavier Bettel, the Prime Minister of
Luxembourg. During the call on, the
leaders discussed a wide range of
issues including enhancing bilateral
and India-EU trade and investment
ties, digital and space cooperation,
fintech and diaspora contribution.

EAM also had an opportunity to
interact with the Indian community at
an Embassy organised reception.
While addressing the diaspora Ms
Swaraj said, "Through your diligence
and competence, you have won the

——

ARSP BULLETIN - JULY, 2018




admiration of the Luxembourg society.
And you have made your homeland
proud. | am confident that in the
coming years you will play a pivotal
role in enhancing India's bilateral
relationship with Luxembourg.”

Smt. Sushma Swaraj visited Belgium
to (June 20 to 22, 2018) The Indian
Diaspora in Belgium is estimated at
18,000. Of this, nearly 10,000 are
Indian citizens. Around 1,500 Indian IT
professionals work for Belgian
companies along with around 800
Indian students in various universities.

At the reception in Bozar Brussels,
EAM said that, "The Indian Diaspora in
Antwerp is a significant pillar of the
India-Belgium Friendship. India is
extremely proud of there sons and
daughters of India who have
contributed to the continued success
of Belgium as the hub of diamond
trade in the world." While talking about
the contribution of Indian diaspora on
socio-cultural unity Ms Swaraj
mentions, "You left Indian shores
several decades ago. Yet the flavours
and songs of your motherland have
not left your heart and hearth. You

have infused the streets of Antwerp
with the spirit and energy of India. You
celebrate Diwali and Christmas with
equal fervour. You make Waffles and
Dhoklas with equal expertise. You
cheer for Belgium's Red Devils and
India's Men in Blue with equal passion.
To the Indian origin families in Antwerp
and all over Belgium, | would like to
say, we count you amongst our best
and brightest. So does Belgium. If you
have found success in this land, it is
because your talents were embraced
and welcomed by Belgium's friendly

people." |

Smrt. Swaraj Participated in 12%1h ANNiversary of
PieTtermARITZbURG Railway Station(South Africa)

Smt. Sushma Swaraj Minister for
External Affairs participated in the
commomoration event at
Pietermaritzburg Railway Station in
South Africa. During her remarked at
the Commemoration Dinner for the
125th Anniversary of the historic event
at Pietermaritzburg Railway Station in
South Africa Smt. Swaraj said, "There
are very few places in the world which
have such an exalted place in the
struggle against discrimination and
equality for all, like Pietermaritzburg.
The fact that Pietermaritzburg is also
the capital of KwaZulu Natal Province,
home for the largest Indian origin
population in South Africa, adds to its
sheen. They were an intrinsic part of
South Africa's freedom struggle and
are today contributing immensely to
the economy, as this rainbow nation
marches towards development and
prosperity. It is thus my honour to be
addressing you at this iconic City Hall
where legends like Mahatma Gandhi
and Gopal Krishna Gokhale
addressed a public meeting on
November 8, 1912 against the
atrocities of the then colonial
government. | am told that this City
Hall remains practically unchanged
since then. Pietermaritzburg has
indeed seen history being made and,
in many ways, continues to make
history!”
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Ms. Swaraj added, "Tomorrow, we will
celebrate the memory of our greatest
Pravasi, that is Mahatma Gandhi, who
came here as a young lawyer and
transformed into one of the tallest
leaders of all times. One Hundred and
Twenty Five years ago, Mahatma
Gandhi's eviction from the 1st class
compartment of a train at
Pietermaritzburg Railway Station was
the catalyst to a process, which not
only transformed his own life but also
shook the very foundations of
colonialism across the globe. South
Africa was the place where
Satyagraha was born. As Mahatma
Gandhi explained, a Satyagrahi had to
have non-violence of the mind, and
seek truth in a spirit of peace and love,
so that he encounters truth in the
absolute,where he refuses to submit
to the wrong or to cooperate with it in
any way. Whenever we speak of
Peace and Non-violence, let us not
forget that the foundation for peace is
laid through the relentless search for
Truth. That's why Truth and Non-
violence are indivisible and Gandhi's
life was itself his message. When we
see turbulence in some parts of the
world around us, we always find that
the first casualty is Truth. It was during
his 21 long years in South Africa that

Mahatma Gandhi gave the world this
new message. The history of South
Africa is full of tales of individuals who
gave up their today for a better
tomorrow. The story of the people of
Indian origin is a story of undaunted
determination and courage, as they
made sacrifices in South Africa's long
struggle against colonialism and
apartheid. In those long years of
struggle, the people of Indian origin
stood against the injustices of the
regime along with their African
brothers, undergoing untold
hardships. This is the spirit of Ubuntu
that we have come to admire in this
beautiful country. This spirit of
oneness must be kept alive.”

She also attended Youth Summit
where African and Indian youths
spoke on the relevance of Mahatma
Gandhi's message of peace and
harmony. External Affairs Minister
planted a sapling in the Phoenix
settlement where Mahatma Gandhi
had developed his philosophy of non-
violence during his stay in South
Africa. She also interacted with
students of the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute of Computer Education and
Information Technology, a centre
established by India.




ImpaRrTiNG Values, ANd A LANGUAGE, IN The
US Through Ancient Texrs

The students are participating in a
Hindi Gurukul class, run by Ajay Jain
and Kunjal Harshavat, both MBAs
from the University of Chicago's
business school. Ajay and Kunjal have
been teaching students Hindi since
2008, earlier in association with local
temples. Recently they established
the Gurukul to include the teaching of
Hindi and Indian culture, in addition to
yoga and meditation, to school
students.

Even in Chicago's bitter winter, the
Gurukul attracts enthusiastic students
and parents, with only the occasional
snowstorm disrupting attendance.
The class begins with a 'savdhaan'
(attention) from the teacher followed
by prayers in Hindi. On Indian festival
days, a student is called on to explain
the meaning and significance of
events like Maha Shivratri, Makar
Sakrantietal.

The teachers invoke technology to
make things easier. Homework,
phonetic lessons and grading are
done using Google Classroom.

Mamta Garg, another teacher, puts
the students through the basic yoga
postures and breathing exercises,
explaining that yoga would help them
concentrate on their studies and help

them remain serene in the face of
stress.

To Indian American students, faced
with the prospect of defending their
religion and culture, the Gurukul
reinforces in them a sense of pride and
community in their origin. When
explained the significance of events in
the Mahabharata and Ramayana,
what would otherwise have appeared
an inexplicable ritual takes on a new
and deeper significance.

One can see this rising awareness
among the students, who appear
eager to learn about ancient Hindi
mythology, and more important, how
its lessons can be imbued into their
daily lives.

Ajay and Kunjal spend a considerable
amount of time devising the
curriculum. "I do not expect the
students to have any grounding in the
language when they come here," says
Ajay. His personal experience has
helped him shape the curriculum.
When he visited the Jain temple here,
he found that his young son did not
understand the slokas. So, he
explains the prayers in class, with the
pronunciations in Roman text and the
meanings in English.

Ajay's ambition is to see that the
Gurkul eventually grows to have nine
levels of classes from elementary to
intermediate and advanced. "The kids
are very smart," says Ajay, "they pick
up very quickly.”

What motivates two busy
professionals to devote so much time
to community service? "In our MBA
class, one of the lessons is to create
an impact. We are impacting the next
generation because this is the age
when they easily assimilate values,"
says Kunjal.

Eventually, Kunjal hopes that the
study of Hindi would be counted
towards school credit along with
foreign languages like Spanish and
French.

The Hindi Gurukul recently received
recognition from the lllinois State
Board of Education for having met its
ethnic language programme
standards. Ajay said this recognition
holds great promise.

“This takes us a step closer to get our
students recognition for foreign
language skills at the high school and
college levels in future," he said.

NRI Brought 18 Companies to N.J. from India

Rushikesh
Bhavsar. the
founder and
chairman of MIG
Media Neurons,
has brought 18
companies to New
Jersey from India
in the past two
years.

The pipeline, however, is more
specific. All 18 of them have come
from the western Indian state of
Gujarat, which borders the Arabian

Sea and ranks as the country's sixth-
largest state in size and ninth-largest
in population (60 million).

“‘Mostly, the companies that are
coming are coming from Guijarat,
which is a western state in India, they
have got their connections here," he
said. "The Gujarati gentry here is more
in New Jersey, so they select New
Jersey, and we help them move to
New Jersey.”

Others are dispersed throughout
Mercer County.

The industries, the companies
represent, include engineering, food,
consumer products, construction,
commodities and real estate.

Bhavsar said his company began its
relationship with New Jersey by
participating and hosting trade shows,
three of which were in the Raritan
Centerin Edison.

Bhavsar said that, despite New
Jersey's reputation of being a high-tax
state, they have no problem moving
into the state. Il
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'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' To be Central Message
of India Day Parade 2018 in ManhatTan,U.S.A.

With the central message of
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the world
is one family), the India Day parade
here this year hopes to bring together
for the first time communities from
other South Asian and Caribbean
nations to participate in the largest
parade outside India to mark the
country's Independence. The 38th
India Day Parade, organised by the
Federation of Indian Associations
(FIA)-New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut, will be held on August 19
and run through several streets of
Madison Avenue in the heart of
Manhattan, featuring tableaux by
various Indian—-American
organisations, marching bands, police
contingents and cultural
performances by Indian—American
children.

India's Consul General in New York,
Sandeep Chakravorty, said that the
parade has come to reflect and
symbolise the strength, vibrancy and
diversity of the Indian community in
the US. It also highlights the role the
community has been playing in
strengthening India-US relations.
Alluding to the current immigration

environment, Chakravorty said. It is
important to showcase to the US as
well as to the world that India and the
Indian diaspora bring a lot to the table.
"It is important to assert our presence,
our identity and show that we are
united. The golden days of
immigration are over, we have to now
make this our home and strike roots
here. We have to show that we are
responsible citizens of this country,"
he said at a Curtain Raiser ceremony
for this year's parade organised
yesterday at the Indian Consulate in
the city.

Underscoring that the parade will be
"inclusive" and invite participation of
various ethnic organisations,
Chakravorty said he will encourage
India's South Asian neighbours and
Caribbean nations along with their
Consul Generals, Ambassadors and
members of the communities to also
be part of the parade.

Srujal Parikh, the current President of
the FIA, said that FIA has also
partnered with UNICEF-USA this year.
The parade, which is the world's
largest India day parade outside

India, will reach 1.4 million viewers
who will watchiitlive.

Chairman of FIA-NYNJCT, Ramesh
Patel, said the parade is a celebration
of not just the Indian heritage but also
pays tribute to the memory of those
who sacrificed their lives for India's
independence. "We have to tell their
stories of valour to Indian-American
children and the younger generation.
We have to pass the torch of our
heritage to the young generations,"
Patel said. Every year thousands of
people from the Indian diaspora
converge in the heart of Manhattan in
their traditional finery to celebrate
India's Independence Day. The day-
long celebration also includes special
food stalls, cultural extravaganza and
floats by various Indian organisations
based in the US.

Popular celebrities and artists from
India are invited every year as chief
guests and grand marshals for the
parade. Actors Arjun Rampal,
Abhishek Bachchan, Rana
Daggubati, Tamannaah Bhatia, Sunny
Deol and Raveena Tandon have
attended the parade in previous years|]

Indians IN Thailand Connect With Their RooTs
Through Sports, EvenTts

Fearing that present generation of
children of Indians spread across the
Southeast Asian countries may forget
their cultural roots, Thailand-based
Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) are
trying to unite them. Umbrella
organization Indian Association of
Thailand (IAT) is out to make young
Indians living in these countries
,aware of their culture, sports and
traditional practices.

An education and charity
organization, |IAT, apart from holding
the cultural event through its Youth
Forum and Ladies Forum, has also set
up an exclusive helpline for the P1O in
distress.

IAT president Sarabjit told TOI on
Thursday that the IAT was founded by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in
1940. He had spent enough time in
Thailand, Burma and Singapore with
an object to unite Indian diaspora
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living in Thailand irrespective of caste,
creed, language, and religion. "We
hold several events including Bowling,
Futsal etc. during annual 'India Thai
Sports Day' in which over 1,000 PIO
participate," said Sarabjit.

Youth Forum chairman Nikorn
Sachdev, whose Sikh name is
Jasmeet Sachdev, said the forum
annually held a sports event wherein
children of as many as 37 different
Indian communities take part. "These
events helps us meet, interact and
remember our roots," said Nikron.

Talking about the exclusive helpline,
he said that any PIO in distress could
call them for help or write to them
seeking to resolve his or her issues,
including family issues. Nikorn said
that IAT was the umbrella organization
with whom Thai government interacts
on various issues. IAT general
secretary Chaun Thakur said that

under their border vision of
establishing a 'mini India', they were
firstin process of making sports teams
comprised of children of PIO from all
faith to have sports competitions with
similar teams from Malaysia,
Singapore, and Hong Kong.

Ladies Forum chairman Renu Bhatia
saidthey held events like Miss India
Thailand, and debates. "Next month,
we are holding an essay competition
on'Meri Ma' subject," she added.

Thai Sikh activist Charanjit Singh
Kalra said that the NRIs living in
Thailand had high expectations from
the IAT since it helped unite Indians
irrespective of caste and religion on a
single platform. "At present we are
divided into Sikhs, Jains, Sindhis and
South Indians but IAT brings us
together which is the need of the hour
and during their functions including
sports events we see each other as
Indians only," said Kalra.




INdiaNn—ORrigin Woman is GM CFO

Chennai-Born Suryadevara Was Key In Securing SoftBank Funding

Dhivya Suryadevara, an
accomplished Indian-American
chartered financial analyst, has been
named the chief finance officer (CFO)
of the US' largest automaker, General
Motors (GM), the first woman to get
the position in the auto industry.

Suryadevara, 39, currently the VP of
corporate finance, will succeed Chuck
Stevens, the GM's present CFO, on
September 1, the company said in a
statement. Chennai-born
Suryadevara will report to CEO Mary
Barra, who has been head of the
automaker since 2014 and the only
woman to run an automobile
company.

Barra and Suryadevara are the first
women in their respective positions in
the auto industry, as no other major
global automaker has a female CEO,
nor a CEO and a CFO who are both
female.

GM will join a very short list of S&P 500
companies, including Hershey and
American Water Works, with women
who are serving as CEO and CFO. In
herrole as VP-corporate finance since

July 2017, Suryadevara has been
responsible for corporate financial

planning, investor relations and

special projects.

Earlier this month, she played a role in
securing a nearly $2.3-billion
investment in GM Cruise by Japanese
tech giant Soft-Bank Group, and GM's
investment in San Francisco-based
on-demand transportation company
Lyft, itadded.

Suryadevara served as CEO and chief
investment of ficer for GM Asset
Managementfrom2013t02017. []

INdiaN Techies ger UK Visa Boost

Indian techies, engineers and
teachers are among foreign
professionals who stand to gain from
changes announced by the UK home
office on Friday and tabled by the
Theresa May government in
parliament.

The changes in the tier-2 visa
category could open up thousands of
slots for other professionals now that
doctors and nurses have been
exempted from the controversial
annual cap of 20,700 visas. This would
also mean that an unrestricted
number of non-EU doctors and nurses
can enter the UK to plug the acute
shortage of skilled professionals
plaguing the country's National Health
Service (NHS), which accounts for
around 40 per cent of all tier-2 slots.

Before December 2017, the ceiling of
20,700, which was set on the advice of

the Migration Advisory Committee,
had only been hit once. However, it
has been reached every month since
last December. Approximately 1,000
tech workers with job offers were
refused visas between December
2017 and March 2018.

The Indian industry welcomed the
move. "Coming in the wake of a long-
standing demand from Indian
professionals, the news is a welcome
development," said Rashesh Shah,
president of the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(Ficci).

Vinous Ali, head of policy at techUK,
the British equivalent of Nasscom,
welcomed the move. "The tech sector
in the UK is going from strength to
strength," he said. Il

Indian Origin Schoolgirl
Achieves Top Score oN
Mensa 1Q Test, Beats
Einstein, Hawking

Snnehal
Vijay, a
schoolgirl
aged 11, has
achieved the
highest
possible
score in a
Mensa 1Q
test, even
surpassing
that of famed scientists Stephen
Hawking and Albert Einstein.

The student, from Stanwell, Surrey,
shocked her parents by scoring 162
on the Cattell lll B paper, something
only one per cent of all entrants
achieve.

Although her score is higher than
Einstein's, there is a catch. Adults can
only score a maximum of 161 while
children can get 162.

Snnehal's parents, Swatantra and
Nitika, said they were 'over the moon'
when they opened the letter
containing her exam score.

It turns out that Snnehal has also been
accepted into Henrietta Barnett
School, one of the country's top-
performing grammar schools, where
she will begin in September.

Swatantra said he had the idea of
entering his daughter for the Mensa
test after seeing her revise for the pre-
entry exams into Henrietta Barnett.

The Cattell Il B test, which examines
verbal reasoning, is one of two Mensa
use in their entry exams.

The other test, called Culture Fair, is a
diagram-only test which is more
suitable for people who do not have
English as their first language or who
are dyslexic.
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P10 Woman May
EnTer US House

Indian-American civil engineer Aruna
Miller, seeking to enter the House of
Representatives, is confident of winning
from Maryland. If elected, the 53-year-
old Hyderabad-born, hopefully would be
the second Indian-American woman to
enter the House after Pramila Jayapal
from Washington State.

Miller, who came to the US in 1972 at the
age of seven, is pitted against party
colleague David Trone in the
Democratic party for the sixth
Congressional District of Maryland
primary.

Businessman Trone has spent more of
his own money on a House race than
any other candidate in history. He has
spend $10 million in the race as against
Miller's $1.36 million, which is mostly
contributions from her supporters. The
winner of the June 26 primary is
expected to easily sail through given that
it is considered to be a Democratic
stronghold. O

INdiaN FARMER IN

UAE Sers World

Record of Distributing Saplings

An Indian farmer in the UAE has set a
Guinness World Record by distributing
the largest number of curry tree saplings
in Sharjah, according to a media report
today.

Sudheesh Guruvayoor from Kerala on
Tuesday distributed 4,914 saplings of
the organic curry tree and broke the
record set by the Guru Nanak Darbar
Gurudwara in Dubai who had distributed
2,083 saplings of three varieties of trees
to students of Delhi Private School in
March, Gulf News reported.

Guruvayoor, who had hit headlines with
his enthusiasm and accomplishments in
farming in the UAE, achieved the new
feat as part of the World Environment
Day celebrations in the country.

The saplings from his own farm in
Sharjah were distributed to the students
of two campuses of the Sharjah Indian
High School.

Guruvayoor said the initiative was his
attempt to support the green vision of the
Father of the Nation, Shaikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, in the Year of Zayed.

With five Limca Book of Records and
other awards in his kitty, he said he had
been growing curry tree saplings at his
farm for almost three months for this
dream project.

He said he chose curry tree from India
since curry leaves are an essential
ingredient in the cuisine.

Curry leaves from India were earlier
banned in the UAE due to high levels of
pesticides. Through this initiative,
Guruvayoor said, families of these
students can grow pesticide-free curry
leaves athome.

Curry leaves are used for the aroma and
flavour in the cuisine of various states in
India, especially in the south.

Shankar Mahadevan Academy Associates with
MaharashTra Mandal SingapoRre

Shankar Mahadevan Academy (SMA), a
world renowned music school founded by
singer and composer Shankar
Mahadevan, today on World Music Day
announced a partnership-with
Maharashtra Mandal Singapore (MMS), to
offer Indian music programs to students in
Singapore. This association will look at
reaching out to Indians based out of
Singapore and further enhance their music
learning experience.

In a short span of eight years, SMA has
built a presence with students from 76
countries with nearly 20000 students
across online, schools and corporates and
affiliate centres. The Academy operates its
online classes 24/7 and has conducted
over 95000 virtual classes till date.

MMS is a platform connecting the
Maharashtrian diaspora in Singapore
where denizens of the most dynamic state
in India meet, socialize, exchange notes
and celebrate occasions - including
festivals - all under one roof. Ahome away
from home, MMS endeavours to connect
Maharashtrians sharing the spirit of
Maharashtra.

Shankar Mahadevan, Bollywood's most
loved singer composer of India, quips," At
Shankar with one another while
Mahadevan Academy, our Vision is "To be
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the Harvard of Music
worldwide" and our
Mission is "Joy of
Music". We want to
make learning Indian
music rewarding by
making our lovely
Indian tradition more modern, more fun
and present our valuable traditions in
music in a more contemporary way, yet
keep a structured way of learning music
and reach out to students all across the
globe. At Shankar Mahadevan Academy,
we provide courses that teach Hindustani
& Carnatic Classical, Hindi Movie Songs &
Devotional Songs, Grow with Music - a
unique course designed for children, Voice
Gym and even a Teacher Certification
Course. The Academy brings high quality
Indian music education online for the first
time through it's cloud based platform that
allows students from anywhere in the
world to have an online, interactive class
with a live teacher. You have access to the
OM Book which is a treasure chest of audio
& video lessons and even an "OM Riyaaz"
recorder which will help students learn on
the go and get instant feedback. We aim to
bring the same quality of music education
in Singapore and thank MMS for their
support in conserving India's music
genres.”

Ganesh Somwanshi, Founder, Krescendo
Communications, Strategic Alliance
Partner adds, "We are glad that we could
bring two established organisations
together on the same platform keeping in
mind, a vision of reaching out to music
lovers. Music has been close to our heart
since inception and we noticed thatthere is
a fair amount of innovation, the basis of
Hindustani Music in Singapore remains
strongly rooted. MMS and SMA with this
association will keep Indian music alive in
Singapore which in ASEAN region has one
of the strongest traditions of Indian music
lovers and learners.”

Nalini Thite, President of MMS talking
about this association says," MMS'
mission is to cultivate and propagate
language and culture via various
initiatives. Art forms an important medium
to achieve the same. We have great
musical and artistic talent in our youth and
adult members here. It is a pleasure to
bring SMA's courses to our members to
hone their talent. Our members will get a
special discount from SMA for these digital
learning courses. Non-members can sign
up with us and avail the discount. We
welcome SMA to Singapore and are
excited to be associated with it. We would
also like to thank Ganesh Somwanshi of
Krescendo Communications for
introducing us to SMA and helping us in
formulating this alliance."




BHUTAN NEWS

His Majesty The King Graced The Closing Ceremony
of The 111h Session of The Second Parliament

On 29 June 2018, G tiu il %
His Majesty The -
King graced the
C o s 1 g
Ceremony of the
11th Session of
the Second
Parliament. The
ceremony was
also graced by
the presence of
Her Majesty the . -
Gyaltsuen and
Members of the
Royal Family.

In his concluding
address, Speaker
Jigme Zangpo expressed deep
gratitude on behalf of the Parliament
to His Majesty The King for continued
support and wise guidance to the
Parliament and for working tirelessly
and selflessly for the welfare of the
people. The Speaker also highlighted
the achievements of the Parliament in

On 6 June 2018, His Majesty
The King granted an
audience to the third batch of
Foundational Leadership
Program participants at the
Royal Institute for
Governance and Strategic
Studies (RIGSS).

The Foundational Leadership
Program is a forum to provide
professional orientation,
skills development and
attitudinal transformation, J

and groom young!; 'I

professionals to become
exceptional leaders. 30
young professionals from
various backgrounds are
participating in the four-week
program.

RIGSS, under the patronage of His
Majesty The King, was established in
October 2013 to promote excellence
in governance, leadership and

His Majesty with the members of Parliament
the past five years and expressed his
gratitude to the Members of
Parliament and the people for their
support to the Parliament and himself.
He also thanked the Government of
India and other donor countries for the
continued support to the development
ofthe country.

- = = = -

strategic studies. Over eight hundred

participants, including
parliamentarians, senior bureaucrats,
and armed forces personnel have
completed various tailor-made
courses offered by RIGSS.
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In conclusion, the
Speaker offered
prayers for the
good health and
long life of His
Majesty The
King, His Majesty
the Fourth Druk
Gyalpo, His
Royal Highness
the Gyalsey,
Members of the
- Royal Family and
~ perpetuity of the
- Wangchuck
Dynasty.

The Ceremony
concluded with
offering of Trashi
Moenlam to His Majesty The King by
the Members of Parliament led by

Ven. Drabi Lopen of Zhung
Dratshang.
The 11th  Session was the last

Parliamentary Session of the Second
Parliament.

On 25 June 2018, His Majesty The
King graced the 13th Convocation of
the Royal University of Bhutan, and
addressed over 2,100 graduates
attending the ceremony.

-
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August01 :
August01 :

August 06 :
August09 :

August 09 :

=

August12 :

August 11

August 15 :

Days 10 Remember

iNn August, 2018

Japan International Cooperation Agency

(JICA Foundation Day)

Switzerland

(Foundation of Swiss Confederation)

Jamaica : Independence Day

'Quit India' Day

(The 'Quit India'" movement launched by
Mahatma Gandhiwasan important milestone
inthe long struggle to free India from the British
domination.This day was a turning point in 1942
in the freedom struggle. All prominent leaders
were arrested, but the movement got more
momentum.)

Singapore : National Day

International Youth Day

(The future of the world lies in the hands of the
youth. It is very important to ensure that young
people are healthy in body and mind. They
should get opportunities to learn, earn and
grow. International Youth Day is being
celebrated since 12th August, 2000.)
Independence Day

(On August 15, 1947, the British flag was
brought down from the Red Fort in Delhiand the
Indian flag was hoisted. Indian had become
independent. Since then the whole of India
celebrates this day as Independence Day.

On this day the Prime Minister addresses the
nation from the red fort. In the states, the chief

August17 :

August19 :

August19 :

August19 :
August 20 :
August24 :
August 26
August31 :
August31 :
August31 :

The graduates were
from the College of
Natural Resources,
College of Science
and Technology,
Gaeddu College of
Business Studies,
College of Language
and Culture Studies,
Jigme Namgyel
Engineering College,
Paro College of
Evd UNCc aRRiRoRn™,
Sherubtse College,
Samtse College of
Education, Faculty of
Traditional Medicine
and Royal Thimphu
College.

Ministers unfurl the national flag and address
the people and encourage them in various ways.
Martyrs are remembered, national solidarity is
emphasised, welfare schemes are announced
and people are made aware of internal and
external threats.)

Indonesia : Independence Day

(Proclamation of Independence Day.)

World Humanitarian Day

(The word ‘'humanitarian' means 'someone
concerned about the welfare and happiness of
other people'. The U.N. observes this day to
honour those who spent time in the
service of others, and those who continue to
work to bring help and relief to the millions who
are suffering.)

World Photography Day

(One photograph is worth a thousand words.
The past, present and future of photography is
discussed. It is also a reminder how wonderful
photographs are. When you travel down the
memory lane you realize how special a
photograph canbe.)

Afghanistan : Independence Day

Hungary : National Day

Ukraine : Independence Day

d Purnima_|@)

Kyrghyzstan : Independence Day
Malaysia : National Day
Trinidad & Tobago : National Day O
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