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Sofr Power Diplomacy

External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma
Swaraj delivered the first Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Memorial
International Oration on Soft Power
Diplomacy: Strength of India;
organized by Indian Council of
Cultural Relations in Pravasi
Bharatiya Kendra on —
21% May, 2018. Smt.
Sushma Swaraj
elaborated 6 key
components of

India's soft power
diplomacy, and said |
Indian culture
encompassing yoga,
classical dance, ""”f“
movies, cuisine and
Information

Technology, is a
treasure trove of soft
power. r

Articulating the fad

and fancy of Indian

films abroad, the external affairs
minister said the craze is not only
confined to Hindi cinema but also
extended to Indian regional films like
'‘Bahubali'.

She narrated; Chinese President Xi
Jinping showed keen desire for
screening of the movie 'Dangal' at the
BRICS Summit at Xiamen. The Indian
ambassador to Mongolia manifested
his strong eagerness for dubbing of
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the movie 'Dangal' in Mongolian
language, as wrestling is the national
sport of that country. She told, when
she met Prime Minister Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh of Mongolia, he disclosed
his wish for becoming an actor in
Bollywood. Quipping to him, she said,
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India's Real StrengTh

command the respect for India in the
world.

Smt. Swaraj said that Jana Sangh
leader Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay's
philosophy of integral humanism
should be leveraged to expand the

_@ cultural footprint in
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On the dms ( From Left to Right)

Sushma Swaraj, Vinay Sahasrabuddhe and Riva Ganguly Das

we need handsome leaders in politics
too.

Smt. Swaraj pointed out, India has an
approach of 'Vasudev Kutumbakam'
(the whole world is one family) from
time immemorial, so universal love
and brotherhood is the center to
India's diplomacy. She said, Indian
culture, envisaged by Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyay, could lead to economic
prosperity, political attainment and

other countries. Smt.

Swaraj quoted

iy “Upadhyaya believed
Iwiwm.u that if one wanted to

' understand the soul

MesdwiAL of India, one has to
ﬂﬂﬁ understand it through
ot P our the prism of culture,
mmlmml and not through

politics or
economics.”
Smt. Swaraj said,

there is a wave of
' protectionism at the

: international level
—-
Think it Over

A New World

We must discover the power of love,
the redemptive power of love.
And when we discover that,
we will be able to make of this
old wotld a new world.

Love is the only way.

There's power in Love. Do not
understimate it. Don't even
over-sentimentalise it.

Martin Luther King, Jr.




—
that s fixed to the concept of I, Me and
Myself but India believes in the
concept of We, Us and Ourselves. If
everybody sees the other as equal
then there is no room for protectionism
inthe world.”

She referred to the speech of
President Trump in the UN General
Assembly in September last year,
where he said, “As President of the
United States, | would always put
America first, just like you, as the
leaders of your countries would
always, and should always, put your
countries first.” Subsequent to
Trump's speech, Smt. Swaraj said,
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she had a meeting with ministers of
Latin America and Caribbean States,
meanwhile foreign minister of a small
country remarked on President
Trump's speech of 'me first', if every
country follows the policy of 'me first'
how will my country sustain ?
Responding to minister's comment,
Smt. Swaraj pointed out that India had
a different approach. She said India
does not believe in the tradition of 'me
first', but in the concept of “Sarve
Bhavantu Sukhinah,” this sloka of the
Vedas means “May everyone be
happy”. “When everyone is happy,
everyone will have the provision of
food and security.”

Smt. Swaraj further added, India
believes in the policy of assisting,
helping and supporting other
countries, particularly those who need
a helping hand. “If we don't do this, the
developed countries will keep growing
whereas the under-developed

countries will continue to be under-
developed. So the economic disparity
will remain intact.

Smt. Swaraj also shared an adage on
how leaders in the lately held India-
ASEAN Commemorative Summit
demanded for a song from the Shah
Rukh Khan-starrer 'Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai' and for 'Bol Radha Bol Sangam
Hoga Ki Nahin' from Raj Kapoor-
starrer 'Sangam'. Swaraj said during
bilateral meetings, foreign delegations
urged for the shootings of Bollywood
movies in their countries as it would
boost tourism.

Addressing the gathering, ICCR
President Vinay Sahasrabuddhe said,
“India enjoys goodwill across the
world and a need is felt to further
consolidate it by adopting a more
focused approach for spreading
understanding about Indian culture,
civilization and the people.” Il
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Sushma Swaraj's Visit To Myanmar

Minstry of External Affairs Sushma
Swaraj's two-day visit to Myanmar
concluded on 11" May with a range of
bilateral issues discussions and
signing seven agreements. During the
visit, Swaraj called on H.EE U Win
Myint, President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and met H.E. Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, State Counsellor
and Minister for Foreign Affairs.

During the bilateral meetings,
boundary, and border—related issues,
peace & security matters,
developments in the Rakhine State,
including the return of displaced
persons, Bharat's development
assistance to Myanmar, on going
projects, and other issues of mutual
interest were discussed. The Minister

also met the Commander in Chief of
the Myanmar Defense Services,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
during the visit.

Seven Agreements/MOUs were
signed during the visit. The Agreement
on Land Border Crossing is a
landmark in bilateral relations
between the two countries as it will
enable people from both countries to
cross the land border with passport
and visa, including for accessing
health and education services,
pilgrimage and tourism. The MoU on
the restoration of pagodas at Bagan
underlines the enduring cultural and
historical links between the two
countries. O
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The Report Published about the Activities of ARSP in Trinidad Guardian on 30th May, 2018

Bridging The Gap Between The Diaspora and India

The Indian Diaspora consists of
approximately 30 million people who
have deep ties with India. The
organisation bridging the gap between
the Diaspora and India is Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad-Bharat
(ARSP). It is headed by ambassador
Virendra Gupta,
who was also the
Indian High
Commissioner to
Trinidad and
Tobagoin 2005.

Gopal Arora,
Secretary of The
ARSP, paid
special tribute to
veteran
Journalist
Baleshwar
Agrawal, the
former Secretary
General of the
ARSP, who took
up the cause of Indian Diaspora by
sensitising the Indian Government
about the importance of engaging with
the Indian Diaspora. He played an
important role in highlighting the
Diaspora issues and bringing them to
the fore in India's Foreign Policy.
Agrawal served as the Secretary
general from 1983 to 2013 when he
passed from this life.

The Trinidad Guardian had the
opportunity to speak with members of
the ARSP is a non-profit organisation
devoted to the promotion of universal
brotherhood and harmony embodied
into the ARSP's motto 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' meaning '"The whole
world is one family'. The organisation
has 19 branches in various states of

India with over 2200 members from
allspheres of society. Over the years
the ARSP has launched a number of
sustained initiatives and activities to
promote interactions and connectivity
with the Diaspora that include PIO
Parliamentarian (People of Indian

From left, Gopal Arora, Amb. Virendra Gupta, Amb. Anup Mudgal, and Narayan Kumar.
The picture on the wall is of Late Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, former Secretary General of ARSP.

Origin) conferences, Know Your Roots
programmes and Engagement with
Diaspora Youth. The ARSP has
constantly interacted with leadership
and the people in countries where the
Indian Diaspora is present such as
Trinidad and Tobago, Mauritius, South
Africa, Guyana, Suriname, Nepal,
Malaysia and Fiji.

One of the best known events of
engagement with Indian Diaspora is
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD),
which is celebrated on January 9th
annually marking the return of India's
greatest Pravasi, Mohandas K.
Gandhi. The idea of the PBD
celebrations was conceived by the
high level committee on Indian
Diaspora of which Agrawal was a key

25 Shastri Boodan

member. This committee was formed
by then Indian Prime Minister
Vajpayee in the year 2000 and its
recommendations led to several
initiatives by the Indian Government to
connect with Indian Diaspora is
substantive manner.

Another flagship
initiative of
Diaspora
engagement is
the 'Know India
Programme' in
which persons of
the Diaspora
between the
ages of 18 and 30
are sponsored by
the Indian
Government to
visit India for 25
days to
familiarise them
with their Indian
roots and various
facets of contemporary India. About
1500 Indian Diaspora youth have so
far benefitted from this novel initiative.
Arora said the ARSP makes special
arrangements for these delegates to
acquaint them with Indian culture and
also to facilitate their interaction with
University students.

The ARSP has been able to address a
number of issues facing the Diaspora
including political discrimination,
rights to equality and economic
opportunities (as in the case of Fiji,
Guyana and Muaritius).The ARSP
also draws attention of the
government of India to the grievances
and expectations of the Diaspora with
a view to bring about necessary policy
changes. O
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On the occasion of Indian Arrival Day on 31" May(in Trinidad and Togabo)

Genesis of Indian Arrival

After 150 years of Indian Arrival, it was
only in 1995, that the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago opted to
announce a day marking the first
arrival of over East Indians here, May
30, 1845.

The Patrick Manning Government had
announced that May 30, 1995 would
be called Arrival Day. In 1996, when
BasdeoPanday came to the political
throne he feverishly announced that
May 30 will be Indian Arrival Day which
was to be etched in our national
calendar. Despite earlier attempts by
the
Committee led by RamdathJagessar,
the Hindu SevaSangh with Dool
Hanooman Singh and others, the

Indian Revival and Reform

Indian Review Committee led by
Kamal Persad and Ashram Maharaj,
the Sanatan Dharma MahaSabha, it
was former Member of Parliament for
Oropouche, Trevor Sudama who
moved a motion in Parliament on
October 28, 1994 to have Indian
Arrival Day declared a national holiday
annually.

And despite stiff opposition within the
corridors of Parliament and in public
opinion, Sudama successfully moved
the motion which was ably seconded
by then MP for Caroni
Raymond Pallackdharrysingh.

Central,

Sudama in his presentation made a
strong plea which was buttressed by
philosophical and sociological data
and facts so that he would have left no

stone unturned. This he did with great
clarity and maturity, and it was passed
with contributions from Members of
Parliament. One would imagine that
the debate was a very emotional
issue, and one had to look at the
historical antecedents of the whole
question of Indian Arrival, as was the
case of the Chinese, Syrians, Africans
and Europeans coming here, that
each group singularly would have
called for similar treatment.

Sudama moaned that the Motion to
declare Indian Arrival Day a national
holiday was on the Order Paper since
1989, but was only afforded the light of
the day on October 28, 1994.
Notwithstanding the fact the then
Prime Minister Dr Eric Williams had
announced that both Divali and Eid
would be public holidays from 1966,
which was an election year. Later, then
Prime Minister George Chambers
announced in 1982 that Discovery
Day, which was celebrated on the first
Monday in August, was to be replaced
by Emancipation Day August 1. Both
Prime Ministers had ignored the
presence of the East Indians in
Trinidad and Tobago.

It is worth remembering spirited tone
of Sudama when he piloted the motion
saying that it must be accepted in the ,
“spirit of light, in that spirit of seeking
what is best for the nation, what is best
for the people of Trinidad and Tobago,
and indeed, of acknowledging the

25 ParasRamoutar
(Trinidad and Tobago)
cultural and plural diversity of our
society and where are as a nation
today”. “Madam Speaker
(OccahSeepaul) we do not want to put
the systems of indentureship and
African slavery as counterposed; they
are different systems; they are
different historical experiences. The
conditions under which the African

slaves were broughtin.”

Sudama must be congratulated for his
incisive and straight forward
presentation, which would serve as a
reference point for any dialogue today
or in the coming decades about the
relevance of a public holiday to mark
Indian Arrival Day in Trinidad and
Tobago. Just in March 2017, the world
community observed the centenary of
the abolition of Indian indentureship,
and Trinidad and Tobago was the
venue for this historical observance as
scores of notably former Prime
Presidents, Government
East
leaders, professionals among others

Ministers,

Ministers, legislators, Indian
gathered to discuss the past and the
future role of the 33 million Indian
diaspora membership in over 100

countries.

A nation is marked as to how it shows
respects for its ethnic groups, and this
means equal treatment for everyone,
and one is reminded to paraphrase Dr
Williams' address to the nation on

Independence Day August 1962 that
——
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there is No Mother India, No Mother
Africa, No Mother China, No Mother
Lebanon, but the only Mother is
Mother Trinidad and Tobago. And that
a Mother cannot discriminate among
its children. | think that it was in this
vein that Sudama so brilliantly
Indian Arrival

proposed that Day

becomes a national holiday.

The East Indians were brought here
between the period 1845 to 1917,
when in excess of 347,000, most of
whom were devout Hindus who
brought with the Ramayana, Gita,
Mahabharat, the Puranas, Hanuman
Chalisa,
others,principally from Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar,
agricultural

among several

to rescue a dying
economy, and their
presence brought new hope and
aspirations for the planters, and by
extension the national economy. They
brought with them new cuisine,
jewelry , customs, habits, religion,

culture, thought and way of life.

Today, the East Indian community has
contributed significantly to the national
well-being, prosperity as they are
leaders in the professions, corporate
sector, business, culture and politics.
And the rest is history for we have had
two Prime Ministers of East Indian
extraction, namely BasdeoPanday

and KamlaPersad-Bissessar.

The East Indian labourers ignited
friendship between India and Trinidad
their

geographical distance. The East

and Tobago, despite

Indian labourers were brought here to
contribute to British capitalism, and

they worked hard, very hard and

struggled with other ethnic groups for
this country's prosperity, and as well
freedom and

for political

independence. Independence was
not a one-party or one ethnic group
affair, but rather it was a people's
consciousness blended with the
different ethnic groups and peoples
that made it happen. Today friendship
between India and Trinidad and
Tobago continues to escalate to
greater heights at the clock ticks, and
one could decipher that it would
continue to escalate in the coming
years and decades, and even

centuries.

As we observe the 173 rd anniversary
of Indian Arrival Day, 71* anniversary
of India's Independence, and our own
56
Independence, all of these factors

th anniversary of our

make it compulsory for our both
countries to continue in this trend of
friendship, of growth, and supportin all
the councils of the world's geopolitical
and economic groups. Trinidad and
Tobago have benefitted from India's
ITEC,
consultancies in various endeavours

graciousness in terms of
of economic, agricultural, cultural co-
operation. Aside to these initiatives,
religion and culture continue to
dominate the calendar of both
The Mahatma Gandhi
Centre for Cultural

countries.
Co-operation
which was inked when India's Indira
Gandhi came here in October 1968,
after 50 years, has now taken shape.

This is a first for any diplomat, more
so, an Indian diplomat. Incumbent
Shri
Bishwadip Dey, has embarked on an

Indian High Commissioner,

unique foray of cultural diplomacy by
visiting descendants of indentured
labourers at their homes and
presenting hampers. This must be
viewed as a micro engagement
initiative, and His Excellency must be
publicly commended. Usually,
diplomats are noted for presenting or
promoting macro issues. Dey told the
media these elderly citizens have
contributed not only to the
development of Trinidad and Tobago,
but have played an important role in
keeping family values alive and
passing on cultural and religious
practices from one generation to the
next. He continued that there are
also,” strong family ties in the homes
visited where witnessed that love and

devotion for the elderly.”

Dey added that as “senior members of
society, the elderly have had an
important guiding role for the local
communities and form an historical
link for Indian nationals of East Indian
origin”. The High Commission of India
shares in the pride of the Indo-
Trinidadian community which remains
justly proud of these elders who have
carved out their lives though initial
struggles in their adopted country.

With this trend of co-operation at
several levels of governance, the
foundation has been established for
co-operation in future issues which
face the world society, which India
continues to play a dominant role, and
for which Trinidad and Tobago would

O

fully endorse.

Source: World Hindu News (WHN)
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On the Eve of Crotia Republic Day

Croartia ANd INdia—The People of RIVERS

Croatia looking like a crescent of
moon and India —the two countries are
located more than 6000 kilometers
away from each other but have a few
common features. One is in south-
eastern Europe and the other in Asia.
The fertile plains of India have a
number of rivers flowing in the north
and south, east and the west. And
Croatia lies between the Denube,
Drava and Sava rivers. Both are
primarily agricultural countries.
Croatians are agricultural people and
cattle breeders. Till 1919 its peasant
population was 82% which gradually
fell down. Only during the post WW Il
era industrial development led
exploitation of natural resources.

The people—Croats migrated in the
sixth century from White Croatia, a
region which is now Ukraine, between
the southern Bug and Denieper rivers
to the lower Denube valley. Thence
they continued towards the Adriatic,
where they conquered the Roman
stronghold Salona in 614 AD. Soon
after, they were converted to
Christianity in the 7th century. They
were Pagans in the Pre-Christian era.

The People of Rivers

The cultures that developed on the
banks of rivers are in contradistinction
with those which arose in desert
environment. The ideas rising on the
banks of flowing rivers are fluid while
that those in the deserts are static.
That gave movement of thought
changing constantly for progression in
life.

We the Indians moved along the rivers
in the fourth millennium BC or earlier

towards west. The names of rivers in
Europe bear its testimony. Hans Krahe
(7 February 1898 — 25 June 1965) a
German philologist and linguist, has
pointed out that the Old European
names of the rivers — Don, Donets,
Dnieper, Dniester all are derived from
the Rigvedic word for river— Danu. The
names of rivers in the Baltic region
are— Indura, Indus, Indra. They come
from the Sanskrit word Indu for a drop.

Paganism

Our polytheistic ethos brings us close
to Croatia. We believe in the divine
hidden in the hearts of each human
being. Paganism is also human
centric. It supports spiritual
advancement, meditation, awakening
of consciousness, and transcendence
of humanity through uplifting divinity
within himself through inner search.
For Croatians life and nature both are
divine. According to them humanity,
animal world and nature share
sanctity of totality of life.

Ringing of bells is a common feature of
Indian life. As a tradition in Croatia it is
related to awakening of nature, fertility
and expression of strength against the
evil spirits. They used bells to do away
with evil spirits or forces from their
animals. Wearing animal shaped
costumes (zoomorphic) masks with
horns and dig bells on necks by
Croatians is not new to Indians. When
Tatar and Turks invaded them they
wore masks to induce massiveness to
chase the enemy away.

By 11" century Croatians reached the
peak of power. They spread
southwards along the Adriatic coast-

from the river of
Rasa in Istria to the
rivers of Tara and
Piva in Montenegro
and eastward to
D) [ TseEr e [l
northwards to Drava

andtoDenube. & prof, Shashibala

Patriotic Zeal

Croatians became Christians but
struggled to use their national
language in Church services. In 18th
century when Hungary began to give
their language the official status- the
Croatians reacted forcefully and it
awakened their national
consciousness. They never accepted
to renounce their nationality or accept
any kind of violation of their autonomy
in the National interest of the
Hungarians. In 19th century they
rejected the Hungarian law and
accepted a series of national law of
revolutionary character.

Sanskrit Elements in Croatian

Language

The Croatian language like all other
European languages is saturated with
Sanskrit terms. Like vach menaing to
speak is Zvuk in Croatian. Uda
meaning water is Voda; Udara
meaning high, lofty, noble and
stomach is utroba like uterus in
English and utroba meaning womb in
Bulgarian. Tanu in Sanskrit means thin
is Tanak in Croatian.; tap = to be hot,
warming, give out heat and to purify is
topao; Tapta meaning heated has
become O-topljen and madhu
meaning honey is pronounced as
med; nabha = sky is Nebo; sadas =
seatis Sjedalo. O
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Diplomaric PosTings

Shri Munu Shri Mahender Ms. Madhu
Mahawar (IFS: Singh Kanyal Sethi (YOA :
1996), presently (IFS: 2003), 2 00 4) ,

Joint Secretary
at Headquarters,
has been
appointed as the

presently
Director at
Headquarters, |
has been |

L

presently
Counsellor in
the High
Commission of

n e X T appointed as the . India, London,
S ¢ Ambassador of KZlnj;al AnderSimet n e x t  Amb. MadhuSethi has been
India to the Sultanate of Oman. Ambassador of India to the appointed as the next Ambassador

Republic of Suriname. of India to the Republic of Cuba. []

Pankaj Saran Appointed Deputy
NaTtional Security Advisor

Senior Diplomat Pankaj Saran has been appointed as Deputy National Security

Advisor. Shri Saranis currently India's Ambassador to Russia.

The 1982 batch officer of Indian Foreign Service (IFS) was in November 2015
appointed as the India's envoy to Russia. He had held various positions in India and
abroad including the country's High Commissioner to Bangladesh. He also served

as the joint secretary in the Prime Minister's Office between 2007 and 2012. Former

chief of the Intelligence Bureau, Ajit Doval is the National Security Adviser. O 1
Days T0 Remember
in July, 2018
July 01: Canada Day houses and jobs. It is not possible to match
(National Day of Canada) the population growth with economic

development.

suy13 : TP

July 14 : France : National Day

July 04: U.S.A.: National Day
July 05: Venezuela : National Day

July 11 : Mongolia : National Day
July 21 : Belgium : National Day
July 11 : World Population Day
(The population of our country and the world || July 26 : Maldives : Independence Day
is on the increase. More population requires;

more resources-like more milk, more baby || July 27 :

food, more schools, colleges, hospitals,
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PlO Legal Eagle is
Malaysia's ATTorRNEy GeNneral

Tommy Thomas,
a top ethnic
Indian lawyer
was today
appointed
Malaysia's new
Attorney General
by the king, who
appealed to
Malaysians to not
to "create
religious or racial conflict" over the
decision, amid protests from Islamic
groups against his nomination.

A palace statement said Sultan
Muhammad V has approved
terminating the current Attorney

Tommy Thomas

General Mohamad Apandi
Ali and replacing him with
Thomas, the first from the
minority community to hold
the post in 55 years in the
Muslim-majority nation.
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad had recently
proposed to nominate
Thomas, 66, as the
Attorney-General, the
official Bernama news agency said.

The king called on all Malaysians to
accept that the appointment of the
Attorney-General should "not create
religious or racial conflict”.

INndiAN—AMERICAN
Woman Appointed
InTeriM Civil Court
Judge in US

41-year old
Indian -
American
Deepa
Ambekar
has been
appointed
as the
interim
1judge to a

US civil
court of New York City. She has
become the second Indian-American
woman judge in the city after Chennai-
born Raja Rajeswari. Ms Ambekar
previously worked for three years with
the New York City Council. O

Deepa Ambekar

Malaysia's First INdiAN—ORigGiN
Sikh Cabiner MinisTer

Gobind Singh Deo, an
Indian-origin Sikh
politician in Malaysia,
has become a cabinet
minister, the first
member of the minority
community in the
country's history to be
appointed as a
minister.

Gobind Singh Deo

Action Party, who has
been made the human
resource minister.

He was first elected as
an MP in the 2008
general elections. Deo
was re-elected to the
lower house, with an
increased margin, in
2013 and he again won

Deo, 45, who has been given the this year's election with a margin of
communications and multimedia 47,635 votes.

portfolio, is among the two politicians

of Indian descent included in the The Punjabi community in the country

PakatanHarapan coalition's Cabinet.

The other Indian-origin lawmaker is M
Kulasegaran from the Democratic

has hailed the appointment of Deo as

the minister. Malaysia has nearly

1,00,000 Sikh population. O

Indians Among
Favoured MiGRANTS
iN UK : Survey

The YouGov poll, conducted during
April 2018 among 1,668 British
citizens, asked a series of questions
about the kind of contribution
immigrants from various parts of the
world make to British life. Immigrants
from Indias received a strong figure of
+25 on the question about making a
positive contribution to British life. In
comparison, other South Asian
counterparts were in negative territory.

Pakistanis scored a negative figure of
-4 and Bangladeshis -3.

Net figures are calculated by taking
away the figure for "negative
contribution" from the figure for
"positive contribution"”. |
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Indian-American Sri Preston Kulkarni
has won the Democratic primary for
the 22nd congressional district of
Texas. Kulkarni, 39, a former US
diplomat, won the Democratic primary
runoff for Texas by defeating his only
rival Letitia Plummer on Tuesday.
Kulkarni received 9,466 votes (nearly
32%) while his fellow Democrat Letitia
Plummer got 7,230 votes (24.3%). He
will now face Republican incumbent
Pete Olson in November.

Thanking the voters after the poll
Kulkarni said "On May 22nd, we made
history in District 22. Our movement,
uniting diverse communities through

INndian—AmeRicaN WiNs
DemocraTic PRrimARy IN Texas

shared values, took us across the
finish line and helped me become your
Democratic nominee for US
Congress. If elected, Kulkarni will be
representing District 22 which makes
up an ethnically diverse community, a
mosaic of many cultures from all over
the world. The runoff was required
after no candidate was able to secure
the 50% threshold in the primary held
in March.

Kulkarni is a native Houstonian with
degrees from University of Texas and
Harvard. He spent 14 years in the
state department as a foreign service
officer. =

Indian -
American
Congressmen
Ami Bera and
Ro Khanna
won their
respective
primaries in
California
run for the
Congressional elections on
November 6. The three other Indian-
Americans - Hirsh Singh, Goutam Jois
and Peter Jacob - running for
Congress in New Jersey lost their
Congressional bid at the primary level.
New Jersey has a sizeable Indian
American population.

Ami Bera

Wednesday and will

Three-time Congressman from
Seventh Congressional District of
California, Bera bagged more than 51
per cent of the votes in the open
primary. His nearest rival Andrew
Grant from the Republican party
received 32.9 per cent of the votes. In
California, the top two candidates,

Ami Bera, RO Khanna Win
Congressional Primaries in California

irrespective
of their
P aygrlitesy
affiliation in
the open
primary,
head for the
general
elections
forthe House of Representatives.

Ro Khanna

Khanna, who entered the House of
Representatives for the first time in
2017, received an overwhelming 58.9
per cent of the votes in the open
primary for the 17th Congressional
District of California. His nearest rival
Ron Cohen from the Republican Party
received nearly 25 per cent of the
votes.

Coming from a strong Democratic
bastion, both Bera and Khanna are
expected to win the Congressional
elections in November. |

PTI

'Koinonia' : A P1O Pips
Another PIO in
Spelling Contest in US

Karthik Nemmani

Karthik Nemmani, a 14year-old
Indian-American boy, won the Scripps
National Spelling Bee by correctly
spelling “koinonia”, maintaining the
dominance of the community in the
prestigious competition for the 11
consecutive year.

An eighth-grader from McKinney,
Texas, Karthik won the spelling
competition after numerous rounds
against Naysa Modi, another Indian-
American student.

Karthik and Naysa were the last two
standing of the initial 516 spellers. I
had confidence, but | didn't think it
would really happen,” Karthik said,
adding that he knew he would
correctly spell the word meaning
Christian fellowship or communion a s
soon as he heard it.

Karthik received $40,000 and a trophy
from the Scripps Bee, a $2,500 cash
prize (and a complete reference
library) from Merriam-Webster, trips to
New York and Hollywood as part of a
media tour, and a pizza party for their
school, the Washington Post reported.

Forty-one spellers advanced to the
finals yesterday out of a field of 516 by
far the largest in the 93-year history of
the competition at the Gaylord
National Resort & Convention Center
in Maryland to battle it out for the title of
champion

The National Bee is a high-profile,
high-pressure endurance test as
much as a nerd spelling match and
spellers spend months preparing for it.

—prrr [
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First Hindu Woman 10 Fight Polls from Pak's Tharparkar

Sunita Parmar
Menghwar, the
first Hindu |
woman to
contest the §
upcoming
provincial
assembly
elections from
Tharparkar in
Pakistan's southern Sindh province,
has refused to bow down to political
pressure and withdraw her
candidature.

ar L

Sunita Parmar

Sunita, a woman from Hindu Meghwar
community, has been facing

increasing pressure from the male-
dominated feudal landlords in the
impoverished Tharparkar district not
to contest the elections on July 25. But
Sunita insisted she wanted to
challenge the status quo based on the
feudal-electoral system in Tharparkar
and has filed her nomination papers
as anindependent candidate.

The 30-year old insisted she is
contesting the elections because no
political party had done anything to
improve the lives and facilities for the
people of Thar. “Thariwomen are even
ready to fight the lion now after so
many disappointments,” she said.

Tharparkar has the highest number of
Hindus minorities in Pakistan.
According to census 2017, the
population of Tharparkar is 1.6 million
out of which around half of the
population is Hindus.

In March, another Hindu woman,
Krishna Kumari Kolhi, became the
first-ever Hindu Dalit woman senator
in the Muslim-majority country after
she was nominated by the Pakistan
Peoples Party for the polls to the
reserve women's seatin the Senate.[]

PTI

Indians WaiTiNG For Green Cards

Indians account for more than three-
fourths of those highly skilled
professionals waiting in queue to
obtain legal permanent residence
status in the US, popularly known as
green card, according to the latest
official figures.

As of May 2018, there were 395,025
foreign nationals waiting for green
cards under the employment-based
preference category. of these,

306,601 were Indians, according to
the latest figures released by US
Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS). This does not include counts
of dependent beneficiaries associated
with the approved immigrant petitions,
it said.

Under the existing law, no more than
7% of green cards may be issued to
natives of any one independent
country in a fiscal year. Indian-

Americans, most of whom are highly
skilled and come to the US mainly on
H-1B work visas, are the worst
sufferers due to the per country quota.
The current wait period for Indians for
green card can be as long as 70 years.
According to a newly launched group,
GCReforms.org, skilled immigrants
from India need to wait anywhere
between 25 to 92 years for a green

card. O
PTI

SAad Demise of Dr. MarTIN Boodhoo

the Ramayan or Gita.

Dr. Martin Boodhoo, BSoc. Sc MA PhD ACIS,born in Guyana on June 20, 1930

passed away on December 25, 2017 in the UK. His father, an indentured labourer,
arrived in then British Guiana in 1893 on the "M.V. Sheila". Dr. Boodhoo had an extra-
ordinary career highlighted by many notable achievements. He attended University
of Guyana and in 1971 obtained his PhD from Leeds University, UK. He served in
many notable positions in Caribbean and UK, and as Pro-Chancellor of University of
Guyana in 1995 until 1999. In 1993 the University of Guyana Guild of Graduated
presented 'Medals of Merit' to him. "He had a rich, mellow baritone singing voice. He

spiced it with Hindi words and phrases and sometimes threw in a verse or two from

O
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His Majesty The King INAUGURATES

77 km Gyalpozhing—Nganglam Highway

His Majesty The King graced the
inauguration of the 77 km
Gyalpozhing-Nganglam
Highway on 10 May 2018. His
Majesty was accompanied by
His Royal Highness the
Gyaltshab Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck. The inauguration
was attended by the Prime
Minister, the Indian Ambassador
to Bhutan, Cabinet Ministers,
senior government officials, and
members of parliament.

3

The highway connects Monggar
Districts to Nganglam bypassing
Samdrup Jongkhar District, and
is expected to reduce travel time to Phuentsholing via India as a result. It will also connect to the Bongdeyma industrial
estate in Monggar.The project was funded by Government of India. |

INndian Embassy Celebrated the laying
of FoundaTion StonE

The Embassy of India in Bhutan

celebrated the laying of the foundation
stone of the Indian Embassy Estate as
part of the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Bhutan
and India on 4 May 2018.

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi laid the
Foundation stone of the India House

Estate in May 1968.

Her Majesty the Queen Mother Ashi

Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck and Her
Majesty the Queen Mother Ashi Tshering Yangdon Wangchuck, Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers, members of the
armed forces, senior government officials and former Indian Ambassadors to Bhutan attended the event marked with

lighting of lamps, dances, and a feast. O
——
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PicTuRE STORIES:

On 5 May 2018,His Majesty The
King granted an Audience to 13
former IMTRAT Commandants and
2 former DANTAK Chief Engineers
who were invited to Bhutan as part
of the celebrations commemorating
50 years of diplomatic ties between
Bhutan and India. His Majesty
thanked the officials for their service
in Bhutan and their contribution
towards strengthening the
friendship between Bhutan and
India.

His Majesty The King and Her
Majesty The Gyaltsuen graced the
Teachers' Day celebrations at
Changlimithang, Thimphu and
interacted with more than 1,500
teachers who were honoured by the
Ministry of Education for their
valuable contributions to the
; education system in Bhutan. 43
Z 8 AlG o _— teachers from India who taught in

.)’q.a‘l if "f‘ _'”‘ ' ’ MR Bhutan in the 1960's were specially
ﬁ u ol f ' ’ 4§ invited from India as guests of
! - ; . honour, as this year also marks the
50" anniversary of Bhutan-India

Friendship.Indian teachers have
played an important partin contributing to the education system in Bhutan, and many have served in the country for over
3 decades.

His Majesty The King granted Dhar
(ceremonial scarf) to the newly
elected members of the National
Council (Upper House) in
Tashichhodzong, Thimphu on 29
May 2018. The ceremony was also

\ —-’l*' _l}._k.l_..,}_ e .,,;a ],.r 1 r'v-llmvi T"* graced by Her Majesty The
-T"" v 'V o * el o . Gyaltsuen. The National Council
S ' 'ngl, J yj i fl election was held on 20 April 2018.L1
) : = *p -
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