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Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP) commemorated the two year
long celebrations of the birth
centenary of its founding Secretary
General Shri Baleshwar Agrawal ji
and organised a grand concluding
ceremony on 5th August 2022 at the
Auditorium of Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library, Teen Murti
Marg, New Delhi. This event has
been organised in collaboration with
Hindusthan Samachar and Prabhat
Prakshan. More than 200 dignitaries,
eminent scholars, journalists, ARSP
members participated in this event.
Several Delhi based diplomats also
attended the event. Prominent
among them were- H.E Ambassador
Major General Vetsop Namgyel,
Embassy of Bhutan, H.E.
Ambassador Dr Shankar Prasad
Sharma, Embassy of Nepal and Shri
Nilesh Kumar, Counsellor, Fiji High
Commission.

Shri Baleshwar Agrawal ji was a
visionary. ARSP's primary vision for
the outreach to the Indian diaspora
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community was provided by him.
Baleshwar ji linked diaspora with
India during the times when the
narratives, dimensions and policies
were against it. He was a member of
the High Level Committee on Indian
Diaspora, whose recommendations
paved the way for formulation of
India's policies towards its diaspora
and the hosting of the flagship
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. Baleshwar ji
also played a pivotal role in bringing
out several programmes like Know
Your Roots, Know India Programme
to maintain the contacts between
PIO's and Indians. He continued to
pursue these goals passionately till
his demise in 2013.

The program commenced with floral
tributes to Late Shri Baleshwar
Agrawal ji and a vocal rendition of
Saraswati Vandana. The programme
was chaired by Amb. Virendra Gupta,
President, ARSP and moderated by
Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary, ARSP.

Prof. Arora paid his rich tribute to

Baleshwar ji and also read out the
excerpts from the messages send by
the eminent personalities paying their
humble homage to Baleshwar ji.
Prominent among them were- H.E.
Mr  Prithvirajsing Roopun GSCK,
President of the Republic of
Mauritius, H.E. Mr Chandrikapersad
'Chan' Santokhi, President, Republic
of Suriname, H.E. Mr Irfaan Ali,
President, The Co operative Republic
of Guyana, Mrs Kamla Persad-
Bissessar, Former Prime Minister &
Present Leader of Opposition,
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Shri
Basdeo Panday, Former Prime
Minister, Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago and Mr Mahendra P.
Chaudhry, Former Prime Minister of
Fiji, Secretary General, Fiji Labour
Party.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General, ARSP, welcomed all and
spoke about the two organisations
having strong connection with Late
Shri Baleshwar Agrawal ji -
Hindusthan Samachar and ARSP.
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Shri Parande also reflected on the
saintly and humanitarian qualities of
Baleshwar ji. He tirelessly worked
towards the organization of Indian
diaspora all around the world and
tried to sensitize the world towards

'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam'
and how he
developed ARSP
as an effective
platform and
interface with
diverse groups of
people in different
countries. Amb.
Gupta mentioned
that Baleshwar ji
was very
passionately
attached with
diaspora. He
made unparallel
# contribution to
attach diaspora
with India and
India with diaspora during
unfavourable times. Amb. Gupta also
mentioned about the humanitarian
efforts of Indian diaspora worldwide
during the difficult time of covid.

the diaspora and their problems.

Shri Arvind Mardikar, Chairman,
Hindusthan Samachar, spoke about
the Hindusthan Samachar, a
multilingual news agency,
established in 1948, with an aim to
propagate the news in Indian native
languages. He also spoke about the
association of Baleshwar Agrawal ji
with Hindusthan Samachar, who was
the guiding spirit behind it.

Amb. Virendra Gupta, President,
ARSP, spoke about Shri Baleshwar
Agrawal ji commitment to the spirit of

Shri Nand Kishore Garg, Senior Vice
President, ARSP and Shri RPN Singh
also paid high tribute to Shri
Baleshwar ji. The vote of thanks was
delivered by Shri Prabhat Kumair,
Prabhat Prakashan who thanked the
dignitaries, organisers, sponsors and
the august audience.

The function ended with rendering of
Vande Matram. High tea was served
to all the guests and commemorative
souvenir distributed to everyone

present. B
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Message of H.E. Mr Prithvirajsing ROOPUN, G.C.S.K.

It is with immense pleasure that I extend my best wishes to the Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad on the special occasion of the commemoration of the Birth Centenary

of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal.

Baleshwar Ji is an acclaimed Goodwill Ambassador who devoted his whole life
to the cause of Indian Diaspora. Founder of the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad and
member of the High-Level Committee on Indian Diaspora, he was instrumental in the
introduction of groundbreaking initiatives like the Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas. the PIO and

OCI Card Scheme. among others.

Baleshwar Ji was a close friend of Mauritius where he has many well-wishers
from all walks of life, especially those of Indian origin. He was also a personal friend of
the former Prime Minister and former President of the Republic of Mauritius, late Sir
Anerood Jugnauth. The latter being himself, the first recipient of the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award, in 2003. It is worth highlighting that the Pravasi Bhawan which was the
cherished dream of Baleshwar ji was inaugurated by late Sir Anerood Jugnauth in
December 2009.

The Republic of Mauritius pays a solemn tribute to Shri Baleshwar Agrawal and

wish the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad greater success in its noble pursuits.

As an ardent believer of the philosophy of vasudhaiva kutumbakam, the
Parishad has my unconditional supportjj 1551 1

brotherhood and harmony.
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STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
SURINAME
H.E. CHANDRIKAPERSAD SANTOKHI
ON
THE OCCASION OF THE CONCLUDING CEREMONY OF THE
LATE SHRI BALESHWAR AGRAWAL'S BIRTH CENTENARY
PROGRAMME

My dear fellow Indians,
Members of Indian Diaspora,

Namaskar,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Suriname and on my own behalf, I am
honored to extend our sincere and warmest congratulations and well-wishes on the historic
occasion of late Shri Baleshwar Agrawal Birth Centenary Year.

Suriname and India share a strong and friendly relationship. India is a strong pillar in our
bilateral cooperation and is nurtured through a strong presence of Indian Diaspora.

Therefore, it is such a privilege to pay our tribute to the late Shri Baleshwar Agrawal. Mr.
Agrawal was the founder secretary-general of Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (Indian
Council for International Cooperation).

He kept on working for the welfare of Indian Diaspora and was the guiding spirit for
expanding strong Indian Diaspora around the world.
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REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

Shri Baleshwar Agrawal was a man who infallibly implemented his vision with a passion.
He will be remembered by generations as an icon of outstanding and dynamic social
engineering in India.

His dedication and invaluable contribution to the country's sociopolitical fabric. journalistic
works and the bond he created between India and its Diaspora cannot easily be duplicated.

The Indian Diaspora is the second largest diaspora in the world, and is counted among the
most successful expat communities anywhere in the world.

Indian Diaspora's have emerged as a powerful entity since they are recognized as 'soft power'
in the realm of foreign policy strategy and also as an agent or catalyst of economic
development of countries of origin besides their active role in the host countries.

Today. they occupy high positions in the fields of politics, economy. industry. technology
and education.

The Indian business people who are strengthening trade & economic partnerships. They are
residing all across the world and are the true ambassadors of the great culture of their
country. The success stories of our diaspora are countless.

We have to create a government-diaspora collaboration for cultural promotion abroad more
effective. focused and self sustaining. with a special emphasis on engaging with the youth.
Let the diaspora take a greater ownership of the process.

Diaspora communities can make an enormous contribution to the development of their
country of origin. They can fulfill a possible 'bridging function' in bilateral relations.

Finally, the Government and People of the Republic of Suriname profoundly wish to express
their gratitude to the Government and People of the Republic of India on the commemoration
of Shri13aleshwar Agrawal Ji and his contribution to the Indian Community.

Please accept, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration.

CHANDRIKAPERSAD SANTOKHI,
PRESIDENT |OF > REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

Paramaribo, 02 August, 2022
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Message of
His Excellency Dr Mohamed Irfaan All
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana
to the Indian Council for International Cooperation

I am pleased that the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Perished (ARSP), also known as the Indian
Council for International Cooperation, is celebrating the birth centennial of Shri Baleshwar
Agrawal. I wish to comment on the ARSP for honoring this outstanding humanitarian and
advocate of international cooperation.

On behalf of the Government and people of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, I join in
paying recognition to Shri Baleshwar Agrawal and to herald his many accomplishments.

Shri Baleshwar Agrawal efforts have not gone unnoticed. We in Guyana remember fondly
his untiring work in strengthening relations between India and its worldwide diaspora. As
Secretary General of ARSP, Shri Baleshwar Agrawal trumpeted the concerns of the Indian
Diaspora, including the descendants of Indian indentured immigrants. His advocacy for
educational opportunities has become a pillar of cooperation between India and its diaspora.

I offer my sincere tribute to the memory of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, and convey my
country's greatest appreciation for his sterling efforts in the cause of international
cooperation. I also extend my best wishes to the ARSP in its endeavours to recognize and
acclaim the legacy of Shri Baleshwar and to strengthen ties between Guyana and India.

Mohamed Irfaan All
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana
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FIJI
LABOUR PARTY

Peace Freedom Justice Democracy

1 August 2022

Message to commemorate the birth centenary of Shri Baleshwar Agrawal

It is a privilege to pay homage to Shri Baleshwar Agrawal in this souvenir
publication commemorating the centenary of his birth.

We in the Diaspora remember Shri Agrawal for his passionate vision and
commitment to bridging the gap between India and its diaspora. He spent
the best part of his public career fostering closer relations between the two.

I have had close and cordial relations with Shri Agrawal since he first
visited Fiji on a fact-finding mission soon after the 1987 racist coups which
deposed a legitimately elected government of which I was Finance
Minister. Since then, he has paid several visits to Fiji to keep in touch with
the diaspora here.

He is remembered as a friend, advocate and defender of the rights and
well-being of Girmitya Pravasi Indians. Baleshwarji identified himself with
their struggle for equality and recognition in their adopted homeland and
effectively championed their cause with successive Governments of India.

As part of this mission, he played an influential role in the creation of a
separate Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs and for the inauguration of
the annual Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. He was the founder member and
general secretary of the Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), is
credited with influencing the establishment of GOPIO and the recognition
given to overseas Indians through the issue of PIO cards. bequeathed

Shri Agrawal left us in May 2013 but the important legacy of his lifetime
achievement in forging close relations between India and her Diaspora,
lives on.

4

Mahendra Pal Chaudhry
Former Prime Minister - Fiji
L eader Fiji Labour Party
Suva’

All Correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary-General
P.O. Box 2162, Government Buildings, Suva, Fiji Is. Phone: (679) 337 3317 Fax: (679) 337 3173
Email: flp@connect.com.fj; website: www.flp.org.fj
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Basdeo Panday,

1A BryansgatePhillipine, San Fernando
Trinidad and Tobago

Phone:(Mobile) 1-868-703-2907

My Dear Shri Gopal Arora,

My humblest apologies for not responding to your request earlier, the reason being that |
had been in London for medical reasons, and | have just returned home.

Thank you for the great honour you have bestowed upon me by granting me the privilege of
contributing on this auspicious occasion of the celebration ofthe late Shri BaleshwarAgraval,
founder of AntarRasthriyaSahayogParishad-Bharat(ARSP), on the occasion of the
100%birth centenaryof this indefatigable human being in his devotion to the welfare of
Indians, not only in India but internationally.

It was a pleasure and privilege to have known and met such an inspiring man who | am
happy and proud to have shared a long and cordial friendship. His lifelong dedication to
national service will never be forgotten andhis pivotal role and work in building a bridge
between Mother India and the diaspora was invaluable.

As the grandson of Indians who were brought from India to Trinidad to work on the sugar
plantations it was very important for us to maintain our cultural roots with its vast
knowledge of the great literary works such as the Vedas, the Ramayan and the Bhagavad
Gita.

Had it not been for the work and efforts of Shri Baleshwar Ji | would have lost my culture
and would have known nothing of the awe-inspiring deeds of our ancestors.

But even more importantl would not have known of the Hanuman Chalisa which today | can
recite from memory.

The importance of one’s cultural identity cannot be underestimated. It helps to build your
personal growth and well-being, and most importantly, helps us to connect with each other.
In this light Shri Baleshwar, has excelled and achieved what many of us can only dream
about.

It is my hope that the present and future members of the ARSP will continue the invaluable
work and contributions made by the late Shri Baleshwar Agraval with the same dedication,
love and commitment he showed throughout his life.

Sincerely,
Dr.Basdeo Panday
Former Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.
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THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
KAMLA PERSAD-BISSESSAR, SC, MP,

BA (Hons), Dip Ed, LLB (Hons), LEC, EMBA (Dist)
3rd & 4th Floors, 11 Charles Street, Port of Spain
Telephone: 1 868 623 8662, Fax: 1 868 627 9929

GREETINGS FROM THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, THE HONOURABLE
KAMLA PERSAD-BISSESSAR, SC, MP ON THE OCCASION OF THE CONCLUDING
CEREMONY OF THE LATE SHRI BALESHWAR AGRAWAL’S BIRTH CENTENARY
PROGRAMME

It is my honour and privilege to bring greetings on the occasion of the concluding ceremony of the
Late Shri Baleshwar Agrawal’s Birth Centenary Programme.

Over the course of his life, Shri Baleshwar Agrawal played a pivotal role in expanding India’s
outreach to the diaspora around the world, including here in Trinidad and Tobago.

As Secretary General of Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), and as a member of the High-
Level Committee on Indian Diaspora, he was instrumental in essential initiatives like Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas, Know India Program, and Know your Roots programmes. Many young people
in Trinidad and Tobago have benefitted from some of these programmes, strengthening our
connection to our shared history and cultural traditions.

Baleshwar Ji demonstrated a commitment to service to his country and to his fellow man, seeking
always to the relationship between the diaspora and the Motherland. He was also instrumental in
building the ‘Hindusthan Samachar’, India’s first multilingual news agency, and remains a strong
influence and inspiration to many journalists in India to this day.

I am honoured to have known Shri Baleshwar Agrawal, and when I was Prime Minister of Trinidad
and Tobago, I sought to advance the strong and productive relationship between our two countries.

Today, the descendants of the Indian migrants who came to our country one hundred and seventy-
seven years ago are successful in every aspect of our society. We have much to be thankful for, and
proud of. They have helped to build a nation-state rich in culture and proud of its diversity.

We look to persons like Shri Baleshwar Agrawal for inspiration to work together with strength,
determination and resolve to build a bright future for our country.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar, SC, MP
Leader of the Opposition of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
29th July 2022
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Book Discussion
“Harnessing The TRade Winds: The Story of
The Centuries Old Indian Trade with East AlRrica,

using The Monsoon Winds”

= Dr Ruchi Verma
Research Fellow
DRRC - ARSP

(L to R) Dr. Ruchi Verma, Prof. Gopal Arora, Shri Narayan Kumar, Amb. Skand Tayal,
Amb. Virendra Gupta, Dr. Markandey Rai, Dr. Nivedita Ray and Ruchita Beri

The Diaspora Research and
Resource Centre (DRRC) - Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
organised a Book discussion on
“Harnessing the Trade Winds: The
Story of the Centuries Old Indian
Trade with East Africa, using the
Monsoon Winds” authored by
Blanche Rocha D'Souza on 28th of
July 2022. The event was chaired by
Dr Markandey Rai, Chairperson,
Foreign Affairs Committee (FAC)-
ARSP. The book discussion followed
with comments by a panel consisting
of Ambassador Skand Ranjan Tayal,
Former Diplomat and President,
India-ROK Friendship Society, Dr
Nivedita Ray, Director (Research),
ICWA, Ms. Ruchita Beri, Senior
Research Associate, MP-IDSA, and
Dr Ruchi Verma, Research Fellow,
DRRC-ARSP. Ambassador Virendra
Gupta, President, ARSP, Shri Shyam
Parande, Secretary General, ARSP,
Shri Narayan Kumar, Hon. Director,
ARSP also presented their views.
Smt. Minu Agarwal, British National of
Indian origin who has financially
supported the reprinting of this
important book in India has also
graced the event with her presence
and shared her views. Prof Gopal
Arora, Secretary, ARSP moderated
the session.
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Shri Shyam Parande highlighted that
there is a need for change in the
discourse of historiography.
Colonisers have written the history
the way it has suited them. The time
has come to destruct and to re-
construct history and this book is a
way forward.

Ambassador Virendra Gupta began
his presentation by stating that the
book was well researched and has
highlighted the connection of the
Indian diaspora with Africa. He added
that the western writers and the Arabs
have often downplayed India's
linkages with Africa. He argued that
the book has been written with good
intentions for the Indians in Africa.
Also, about the Indian experience
with the European colonisers and
their actions against Indians. Amb
Gupta highlighted that Indians not
only contributed to trade between
India and Africa but also contributed
immensely towards the socio-
economic development of Africa. He
also commented that the present
status of Indians in Africa is a tribute
to the values that their forefathers

instilled in them.
Ambassador Skand Ranjan Tayal

began his presentation by stating that
the book is an important contribution

on identifying the role of the Indian
diaspora in Africa. Amb Tayal
highlighted that people of the Indian
sub-continent have often been poor
chroniclers of history, leading to the
loss of valuable history in time. He
stated that the author points out that
the Indian traders who went to East
Africa were illiterate yet very skilful in
mental maths and account keeping.
He mentioned that the book have
several pages of valuable references,
including archival texts, books,
official records and gazettes,
memoirs, etc, thereby reflecting an
arduous and patient work putin by the
author. Amb Tayal underlined the fact
that the author convincingly
establishes that trade existed
between the West Indian and East
African coast for centuries. Indian
merchants dominated the trade until
the Europeans advent in the 17th
century. The book also showcases
how Zanzibar became a centre for the
spice trade.

Amb Tayal also highlighted the
harmonious relationship shared
between the Indians and the Arab
diaspora. Indian traders and
financiers played a vital role in the rise
of Zanzibar as a trade centre, but with
the entry of Europeans into Zanzibar-

—




the role of Indians in trade and
administration were gradually
reduced. He also commented about

the Indian indentured labourers
brought to Africa by the European
colonialists. Commenting about the
politics, he talked about the formation
of the first Indian political organisation
in Africa i.e. the Mombassa Indian
Association in 1900 and the East
African Indian national congress in
1914, perhaps inspired by the Indian
political movements. Amb Tayal also
mentioned about the fuelling of rifts
between Indians and Africans by the
Europeans to meet their interests.
Concluding his remarks, he opined
that the book fills a significant gap and
explains the role of the Indian
diaspora in Africa in trade and other
sectors. But further research is
required to substantiate analysis
undertaken by the author.

Dr Ruchi Verma in her presentation
highlighted that this book is important
as the author has brought into
forefront the story of ancient Indian
Trade ties with Eastern Africa that
have existed for three millennia. This
book is an attempt to kindle in the
Indian diaspora a justifiable pride in
the achievements of its fore bearers
in East Africa. Indeed in African
history, the contribution of Indian
traders in African civilisation has not
been given much importance; rather
it appears to be negligible. Dr Verma
also mentioned that this book
challenges the narrative established
by the Western and European writers
that the Indians were also the
exploiters of Africans. Author claimed
that despite all the discrimination,
Indians have cordial relations with
Africans in every course of time. She
also highlighted that a very
interesting find in the book is an
elaborate list of plants introduced in
Africa by Asia at different periods of

history which shows how Asians and
particularly Indians have influenced
the agricultural system of Africa. An
alternative research on how the
African agricultural system
influenced Indian agriculture would
also be an interesting take. In
conclusion, Dr Verma mentions that
this book fills an important gap in our
understanding of Indians role in
building prosperity in many African
countries.

Ms Ruchita Beri began her
presentation by stating the
importance of India- Africa ties by
giving reference of CII-Exim Bank
India-Africa Conclave held in July.
She stated that there has been a
substantive positive outlook towards
Africa as Prime Minister Modi
declared the relationship with Africa a
priority. She mentioned that the role
of history should be acknowledged in
showcasing the evolution of India-
Africa relations. Ms Beri also
highlighted that in the book there is
reference that Ethiopian system of
vowels represents Sanskritinfluence.
She underscored the fact that there
were many cultural linkages between
India and Africa in the ancient times,
such as the connection with Ancient
Africa through the Rig Veda and the
Puranas. She also stated that
misinformation was spread by
western writers saying that the
development of Africa was done more
by the Europeans. Ms Beri also point
out that despite of the challenges
author had to face in terms of
sources, rely on diverse sources
including some non-academic books
and reports, author has managed to
done a commendable job. She also
highlighted that the author has
refuted the claim made by western
writers that Indians were also
involved in the slave trade. In
conclusion, Ms Beri stated that the

book is a welcome edition for people
researching on India-Africa studies
and diaspora studies.

Dr Nivedita Ray in her presentation
pointed out that India-Africa linkage
especially with East Africa is special
and important due to the people to
people connect. She pointed out that
Indian scholarship on diaspora
usually starts from colonial times but
not much reflection has been given
on historical background since it
depends on European or western
writers sources. This book is
important in a sense as it has given
the discourse from an Indian
perspective. This publication has
given a certain perspective to the
history which is not very well
documented but when there is no
written evidence, the unscholarly
kinds of works also became
important. Dr Ray also mentions that
this book has very emphatically
brought out the fact about India-Africa
agricultural ancient roots, thus giving
us a peep into the aspect which has
more potential and should be
intensively studied. She also pointed
out that this book raised important
questions regarding the involvement
of Indians as financers in slave trade
and whether it was the trade links
which attracted British towards East
Africa. In conclusion, Dr Ray
mentions that this book throws light
on many aspects which need to be
further researched. This book is an
important contribution to the study of
India-Africa relations and diaspora as
afactorinit.

The discussion was followed by
questions and answers. In the end, Dr
Markandey Rai gave his
chair/concluding remarks and
thanked the speakers for their
presentation. [}
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BHUTAN NEWS

His Majesty Grants AudieNce
10 General Manoj Pande

His Majesty The King granted an
Audience to the Indian Chief of Army
Staff, General Manoj Pande, at the
Throne Room of the Tashichhodzong
on 30thJuly 2022.

General Manoj Pande was on a two-
day visit to Bhutan, his first since his
appointment as the Indian Army Chief
in April 2022.

The General was received with a
Chipdrel and Guard of Honour at the
Tashichhodzong, where he received
an Audience with His Majesty The
King, and then called on the Chief

Operations Officer (COQO), of the
Royal Bhutan Army, Lt. General
Batoo Tshering.

In the morning, General Manoj Pande
visited the National Memorial
Chorten to lay a wreath in memory of
His Majesty the Third Druk Gyalpo.

The General also received an
Audience with His Majesty the Fourth
Druk Gyalpo.

The visit took forward the exceptional
relations of friendship and
cooperation that exist between India
and Bhutan.

His Majesty The King Visits AReas
affected by Flooding in Phuentsholing

His Majesty The King visited sites
affected by the flooding in
Phuentsholing on 18th June 2022.

His Majesty was on a Royal tour of the
Southern dzongkhags. The Royal
entourage ftraveling to Samdrup
Jongkhar from Gelephu turned back
as roads leading to Samdrup
Jongkhar were submerged and
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washed away by sudden rain and
flood.

During the tour which began on
15thJune, His Majesty The King
granted land Kidu to the people in
Tsirang and Sarpang. The visit was
part of a Royal Initiative to resolve
people's land issues once and for all.
Since the start of the exercise, Land

Kidu was granted in 18 dzongkhags
in turn before the pandemic. With
land Kidu now granted to the people
of Tsirang and Sarpang, His Majesty
has granted a total of 150 thousand
acres of land as Kidu to nearly 150
thousand beneficiaries in all 205
Gewogs of 20 Dzongkhags in the
country. Over a total of 56 thousand
beneficiaries received 74 thousand




acres of land in Tsirang, and another
57 thousand beneficiaries received
almost 900 acres in Sarpang
Dzongkhag. As with all other
dzongkhags, His Majesty also
granted refunds and reprieve of fines,
amounting to Nu 140 million in
Tsirang and Sarpang.

On the Royal Tour, His Majesty
granted Audiences to DeSuups
training in the ongoing 50thbatch at
Tencholing in Wangduephodrang,
and in Jigmeling and Pelrithang in

Sarpang.

While in Wangduephodrang, His
Majesty visited the Sturgeon Fishery,
which was initiated upon Royal
Command to explore the potential of
Sturgeon fish farming in Bhutan.

His Majesty also met with DeSuups
engaged with multiple De-suung
initiatives. In Punakha, His Majesty
met the De-suups in the Specialized
Refresher Course, the De-suung for
Gyalsung, which provides hands-on

training in high-level infrastructure
construction at Gyalsung Academies,
De-suups of the Million Fruit Trees
plantation and the Nationwide
Accelerated Dog Population
Management, and participants of the
De-suung Skilling Programmes.

While in Gelephu, His Majesty
granted an Audience to the De-suups
working at the Landmark Water
Project for Gelephu Thromde. [ |

Diplomatic PosTings

Shri Vikram K. Doraiswami (IFS: 1992), presently
High Commissioner of India to the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, has been appointed as the next High
Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom.

Ms. Namgya C. Khampa (IFS: 2000) presently Deputy
Chief of Mission in Embassy of India, Kathmandu, has
been appointed as the next High Commissioner of
India to the Republic of Kenya.

Shri Sandeep Arya (IFS: 1994), presently Additional

appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Shri Pranay Kumar Verma (IFS:1994), presently
Ambassador of India to Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of
Indiato the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Shri Sudhakar Dalela (IFS : 1993), presently Deputy
Chief of Mission in the Embassy of India, Washington,
has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to

Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, has been

Days 10 Remember

in September, 2022
September 01 Uzbekistan : Independence Day
September 02 Vietnam : National Day
September 05 Teachers Day-Birthday of former President of India

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

September 08 International : Literacy Day
September 09 Tajikistan : National Day
September 10 | Purnimalll
September 14 Hindi Divas
September 15 International Day of Democracy
September 16 Mexico : Independence Day
September 23 Saudi Arabia : National Day
September 25
September 27 World Tourism Day

the Royal Kingdom of Bhutan. [ ]
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