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Suriname votes for change- Santokhi
set to become President

While Guyana is still waiting for election results after 90 days of going to polls,
another South American country Suriname is set to have an Indian origin leader
Chandrikapersad ‘Chan’ Santokhi as President.

Suriname, earlier known as Dutch Guyana, went to polls on 25 May. The two main
political parties are NDP led by President Dési Bouterse and the Hindustani origin
dominated party VHP led by Chan Santokhi.

NDP has been in power since 2010 with Bouterse as President. He is a controversial
leader who was sentenced in absentia for 11 years on charges of drug trafficking by a
Netherlands Court in 1999.

Last year a Suriname Military Court sentenced him to 20 years in prison on charges of
extra judicial execution of 15 political opponents in 1982 (popularly known as December
killings). His appeal is set to be heard in June.

The Suriname National Assembly has 51 seats. Around 90% of votes have been
counted. The counting is progressing at a slow pace and there have been some allegations of
irregularities.

Though the final tally had not yet been released, Chan Santokhi led VHP is leading in
20 seats followed by ruling NDP which is leading in 16.

Other parties in the contest,and leading, include ABOP (7 seats) , NPS (4 seats) and PL (2
seats). They were in opposition till now with VHP.

Another party BEP ( 2 seats) is the ally of ruling NDP.

The opposition has urged the government to concede defeat while President Desi
Bouterse has called for a recount.

While the party or coalition having simple majority controls the National Assembly,
the election of President requires two third majority for which upto three rounds of voting
are held. If the Presidential candidate fails to win two third majority in Assembly, the vote
goes to a larger body of United People’s Congress(UPC), comprising of Assembly members
and local government representatives.

In UPC a simple majority elects the President.

The call by Bouterse for a recount is being seen as a move to block Santokhi from
managing, with allies, the two third majority in the assembly

Suriname has a small population of 558 thousand with about 28% people of Indian
origin. It is sparsely populated with an area of 163000 sq km. with a density of just above 3
persons per sq km.

























Maharashtra, Gujarat, Delhi, and Tamil Nadu have
the most number of active cases
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Data as of 8th May 8 AM. Number of active cases are calculated by subtracting the number of
recovered patients and deaths from the total number of cases
Source: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare - Map data: © OSM - Created with Datawrapper




512 districts have confirmed covid-19 cases so far

The top 10 districts (n terms of cases (named below) account for 53.4% of confirmed cases
in India. And the top 50 districts account for 77.0% of canfirmed cases.
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Wots: Data is as of 7.30 pa, May 7, and has beent compiled by hawindiallves.com fron a number of
data sources. Case counts don't always match updates from the unipn heaith ministry

Authority, state hesith ministries, and

Source;
nationalregional publications.

Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chernrai, and Thane saw the
kighest jump in cases over the past two days
Change in confirmed cases between Tuesday and Thursday evening

Confirmed cases
from 48 hours Cases as of last
ago evening

Mumbai, Maharashtra 9941 @ @ 11,402
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 4076 @ @ 499
Chennai, Taml Nadu 2004 @ @ 2553
Thane, Maharashtra
Ariyalur, Tamil Nadu
Viluppuram, Tamil Nadu
Nashik, Maharashtra
Thiruvallur, Tamil Nadu
Surat, Gujarat
Kolkata, West Bengal
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Pune, Maharashtra 2202 @ 2269
Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu 170 @ 235
Jaipur, Rajasthan 33 @ 1097

] 2000 4000 6000 8000 10,000

The chart shows the top 15 districts which have witnessed the highest rise in confirmed cases. Latest
data as of 7th May 830 PM. Confirmed cases from 48 houwrs ago as of 5th May 830 PM.

Source: Data compiled by howindialives com from NDMA, state health ministries, and national/regional
publications.
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