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After a stay in England of about six
weeks we returned to South Africa.
When we reached Madeira, we
received a cablegram from Mr. Ritch to
the effect that Lord Elgin had declared
that he was unable without further
consideration to advise His Majesty
the King that the Transvaal Asiatic
Ordinance should be brought into
operation. Our joy knew no bounds.
The steamer took about a fortnight to
reach Cape Town from Madeira and
we had quite a good time of it during
these days and built many castles in
the air about the coming redress of
many more grievances. But the ways
of Providence are inscrutable. We
shall see in the next chapter how the
castles we had labouriously built
toppled down and passed into
nothingness.

But | must place one or two sacred
reminiscences on record before
closing this chapter. We had utilized
every single minute of our time in
England. The sending of a large
number of circulars etc., could not be
done singlehanded, and we were
sorely in need of outside help. Money
indeed does bring us this kind of help,
but my experience ranging over forty
years has taught me that assistance
thus purchased can never compare
with purely voluntary service.
Fortunately for us we had many
volunteer helpers. Many an Indian
youth who was in England for study
surrounded us and some of them
helped us day and night without any
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hope of reward or fame. | do not
remember that any of them ever
refused to do anything as being
beneath his dignity, be it the writing of
addresses or fixing of stamps or the
posting of letters. But there was an
English friend named Symonds who
cast all these into the shade. Whom
the God love die young and so did this
benevolent Englishman. | first met him
in South Africa. He had been in India.
When he was in Bombay in 1897, he
moved fearlessly among the Indians
affected by the plague and nursed
them. It had become a second nature
with him not to be daunted by death
when ministering to sufferers from
infectious diseases. He was perfectly
free from any race or colour prejudice.
He was independent in temperament.
He believed that truth is always with
the minority. It was this belief of his
which first drew him to me in
Johannesburg, and he often
humorously assured me that he would
withdraw his support of me if he ever
found me in a majority, as he was of
opinion that truth itself is corrupted in
the hands of majority. He had read
very widely. He was private secretary
to Sir George Farrar, one of
millionaires of Johannesburg. He was
an expert stenographer. He happened
to be in England when we were there. |
did not know where he was, but the
noble Englishman found us out as our
public work had secured for us
newspaper advertisement. He
expressed his willingness to do for us
anything he could. 'l will work as a
servant if you like," he said, 'and if you
need a stenographer, you know you
can scarcely come across the like of
me." we were in need of both these
kinds of help, and | am not
exaggerating when | say that this
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Englishman
toiled for us day
and night without
any payment. He !
was always on & M K Gandhi
the typewriter till twelve or one o'clock
at night. Symonds would carry
messages and post letters, always
with smile curling round his lips. His
monthly income was about forty-five
pounds, but he spent it all in helping
his friends and others. He was about
thirty years of age. He was unmarried
and wanted to remain so all his life. |
pressed him hard to accept some
payment but he flatly refused and said,
" | would be failing in my duty if I
accepted any remuneration for this
service.' | remember that on the last
night he was awake till three o'clock
while we were winding up our
business and packing our things. He
parted with us the next day after
seeing us off on the steamer, and a
sad parting it was. | have often
experienced that benevolence is by no
means peculiar to the brown skin.

For the benefit of young aspirants after
public work, | note down the fact that
we were so punctilious in keeping the
accounts of the deputation that we
preserved even such trifling vouchers
as the receipts for the money spent in
the steamers upon, say, soda water.
Similarly we preserved the receipts for
telegrams. | do not remember to have
entered a single item under sundries
when writing the detailed accounts. As
a rule, sundries did not figure in our
accounts at all, and if they did they
were intended to cover a few pennies
or shillings the manner of whose
spending we could not recall at the
time of writing the accounts at the end

of the day. —
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| have clearly observed in this life the
fact that we become trustees or
responsible agents from the time that
we reach years of discretion. So long
as we are with our parents, we must
account to them for moneys or
business they entrust to us. They may
be sure of our rectitude and may not
ask us for accounts, but that does not
affect our responsibility. When we
become independent householders,
there arises the responsibility to our
family. We are not the sole proprietors
of our acquisitions; our family is a co-
sharer of them along with ourselves.
We must account for every single pie
for their sake. If such is our
responsibility in private life, in public
life itis all the greater. | have observed
that voluntary workers are apt to
behave as if they were not bound to
render a detailed account of the
business or moneys with which they

A.R.S.P. BulleTin

A News & Views Monthly
Published Since 1987

Keshav G. Parande
(M): 98113 92777

Avon Printers

D-6, Ranjit Nagar Comm. Complex,
New Delhi-110008
(M): 93123 05230

E-mail: alprinters@gmail.com

Keshav G. Parande

Pravasi Bhawan
50, Deendayal Upadhyay Marg,
New Delhi-110002

(M): 98113 92777

Contacr

Phone (O) : 011 - 2323 4432

arspindia@gmail.com
arspind@bol.net.in

www.arspindia.org

Rs. 5/- per copy
Rs. 500/- for Life

are entrusted because like Caesar's
wife they are above suspicion. This is
sheer nonsense, as the keeping of
accounts has nothing whatever to do
with trustworthiness or the reverse.
Keeping accounts is an independent
duty, the performance of which is
essential to clean work, and if the
leading workers of the institution
which we voluntarily serve do not ask
us for accounts out of a sense of false
courtesy or fear, they too are equally to

Gandhi : India's Gifr o The World

Gandhi, the apostle of peace. Gandhi,
the philosopher. Gandhi, the liberator.
Gandhi, the disciplinarian. Gandhi, the
teacher. Gandhi, the publisher. Gandhi,
the journalist. Gandhi, the editor.
Gandhi, the writer. And Gandhi, the
human being.Who is Gandhi? a
question that grappled the minds of the
panellists at the Theme Pavilion of World
Book Fair New Delhi on 5th January,
2020.

Initiating the discussion. "The way |
understand Gandhi", Dr Varsha Das,
eminent Gandhian, said "When | was in
Gandhi Sangrahalaya, a question
always troubled my mind. Do we really
know Gandhiji? Soon | realized much
needs to be done even after 150 years of
his birth." Some people blame Gandhi
for the country's partition, others blame
him for his refusal to take a firm stand
against Bhagat Singh's death sentence
and for his regressive stand in opposing
machines and automation. But
according to Dr. Das, such critics know
Gandhi only superficially. To understand
the man in right perspectives, she
suggested five must-read books by
Gandhi viz, The story of My experiments
with Truth, Hind Swaraj, India of My
Dreams, Village Swaraj, Constructive
programme-its Meaning and Place.

In his presentation on Indian Philosophy
and Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Narendra
Shukla, Head, Research and
Publication Department, Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library said,
"Every religious movement in India
helped ushering in a new chapter of
Indian philosophy as well. But Gandhi's
political movement was the first and only
one of its kind to have contributed to the
development of India philosophy."
Gandhi's ideals may have been there in
Indian ethos and traditions. But unlike
Gandhi, no one could identify their
relevance in India's societal, spiritual
and political journeys. And that is why a
man at the centre of Indian politics could
so easily say no to the central political
position post independence, said

blame. If a paid servant is bound to
account for work done and money
spent by him, the volunteer is doubly
bound to do so, for his very work is a
reward to him. This is a very important
matter, and as | know that this is
generally not sufficiently attended to in
many institutions, | have ventured to
take up so much space here in
adverting to the subject.

(To be Continued)

[

.-
Dr.Shukla.
Dr. Rakesh Pandey, Editor, Pravasi
Sansar, in his presentation on Indian
Diaspora and Gandhi explained how
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas on 9 January
came to be observed to commemorate
the day when Gandhi returned to India
from South Africa. Recalling Gandhi's
immense contribution for liberating
scores of indentured Indian labours in
countries like Fiji and Mauritius, he
informed the audience that Mauritius, as
a mark of respect to Gandhi chose to
observe their Independence Day on 12
March 1968, the same day Gandhi
started his famous Dandi March in 1930.
Referring to interesting anecdotes from
the life and works of great Indian
diasporic writers like Totaram
Sanadhya, Bhawani Dyal Sanyasi and
Ramdev Dhrurandhar, Dr. Pandey said
that Indian diaspora would always hold
Gandhiin high esteem.

Analyzing how meticulous and
indefatigable Gandhi, the writer was,
Prof. Ramesh Ranna, eminent journalist
and Gandhian thinker, in his
presentation on Writer-Journalist-
Publisher Gandhi, said that till date 100
volumes of Gandhi's collected works in
English have been published and the
numbers in Hindi and Guijarati stand at
more than 90 and more than 80
respectively. A student and later
Professor of Gajarat Vidyapith, founded
by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920, Prof.
Tanna said that Gandhi believed that
journalism is not about understanding
people's feeling alone, rather it demands
ability to help people get rid of their
wrong feelings as well. O
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2020 in New Delhi
EAM DR. S. JAISHANKAR INTERACTS WITH DIASPORA

| am delighted to address you all on
the occasion of the Pravasi Bhartiya
Divas. Let me take this opportunity to
wish you a Happy and Prosperous
2020. The Pravasi Bhartiya Divas was
a particularly special occasion for my
predecessor, the late Smt. Sushma
Swaraj. | would like to begin by
recognizing her unique contribution
and tireless work for the Indian
diaspora and those working and
traveling abroad. We all miss her very
much.

January 9is a historical day for Indians
everywhere. This day in 1915,
Mahatma Gandhi returned to India
after two decades of struggling for civil
rights and basic human freedoms in
South Africa. He did so not just for the
Indian community, but for all
oppressed people everywhere. His
return to our motherland was such a
momentous event that it was with
good reason that former Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee began
the practice of observing January 9 as
Pravasi Bhartiya Divas. Today, we not
just affirm our bonding with Indians
and people of Indian origin across the
world. But by doing so, we also
underline the historical global outlook
of India and our commitment to
Vasudaiva Kutumbakam - the world is
afamily.

The Pravasi Bhartiya community that
numbers more than 30 million today
can be found in every continent and
virtually every nation. It is truly
representative of what our society has
to offer - whether in science and
creative arts, in technology and
medicine, in enterprise or engineering
or in spreading Indian values,
traditions, habits and soft power.
Members of the diaspora have
achieved great success in different
walks of life and by doing so, define
both India's capabilities and branding.
They are as prominent in the world of
American technology and British
healthcare as in Canadian services,
European politics or African
entrepreneurship. Their hard work and
diligence keeps the global economy
running, whether it is through leading
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major companies or building
infrastructure. Whether it is the
professionals of the Gulf or the
innovators of Silicon Valley, the
financiers of Singapore or the Yoga
teachers of Suriname, their
cumulative contribution to the image
of India cannot be overstated. They
may be the teachers of Africa or the
hoteliers of America. But each in their
own way, like drops of water coming
together, have created a vast reservoir
of goodwill for India.

In recent times what has been
particularly notable is that the deep-
seated Indian democratic belief is
today being expressed by the
diaspora in the societies where they
live. Three Prime Ministers - Leo
Varadkar of Ireland, Antonio Costa of
Portugal and Pravind Jugnauth of
Mauritius - are the source of great
pride for all of us. This enrichment of
pluralistic politics is also visible in a
large number of legislators at the
national and local levels, ranging from
Canada, US and UK to Europe, Africa,
Asia and Oceania.

If the Indian society is a synthesis of
the old and the new, so too is our
diaspora. They have kept alive our
roots, identities, heritage and the very
way of life. Indeed, what makes the
Indian diaspora somewhat unique is
that much more than their
counterparts from other societies,
they have maintained the physical
linkage and emotional attachment to
the land of their origin. We need to
nurture this relationship and | would
like to underline today our
Government's deep commitment in
that regard. A large number of
programmes and events reflect this
approach including of course the
Know India Programme. The one that
gets the most attention is, of course,
Prime Minister Modi's interactions with
the Indian and diaspora community
whenever he travels abroad.

While | emphasized the role of the
diasporain enhancing India's standing
in the world, there are many more
tangible contributions that it has

made. As our nation travels on its
journey of modernity, the diaspora has
in Prime Minister Modi's words acted
as a living bridge with the world. They
have facilitated the flow of resources,
technology and best practices in a
variety of ways. Their networking
energies and activities have helped
improve global understanding of India
and its aspirations. Most of all, they
have helped in shaping the mindset of
the upcoming generation of
aspirational Indians who are so
confident of engaging the world today.

So what can the Government do to
nurture the relationship with the
Indians and persons of Indian origin
living abroad. These, to my mind, the
answers fall into four broad
categories:

(i) We must make it easier to travel to
India and that is exactly what
motivates us today to reform our
passport, visa and OCIl scheme. By
using technology, we have made
consular, passport and visa
services more people-friendly e.g.
mobile Passport App, e-Passport,
e-Visa, etc. The days of going to
Embassies and Consulates for
such purposes and services are
now over.

(i) We strive to make it more secure to
work, travel and live abroad. To that
end, a number of initiatives have
been taken for our migrant workers,
including pre-departure training
programmes. Grievance redressal
mechanisms such as e-Migrate,
and the Madad portal are also
examples of relevance. Our
Embassies have also been
equipped to assist those more
vulnerable and in need. In extreme
cases, we have mounted
operations to respond to
humanitarian situations and natural
disasters that affect our people.
And | recall recent examples in
Yemen and in Nepal.

(iii) Our goal is to be the first and
immediate responder to those in

-
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distress situations, whether they
are travellers who have lost
documents, students in difficulty,
women in stress situations or
workers who need support. What
started out some years ago as
exceptions - 24x7 helplines, open-
house meetings, Consular camps,
week-end assistance, etc. - today
these are the norm. My
predecessor used to say that help
is just a tweet away. That is still so,
but now the response to the
problem by our Missions is often
as fast as the response to the

tweet itself.

(iv) Keeping the bonds between India
and the new generation of the
diaspora is a major focus of our
activities. Today's event is but a
small example of a larger
endeavour that will continue to
grow in the coming days. The
living bridge must be renewed and
refreshed.

As India rises in the world, its unique
relationship with the diaspora would
be one of its characteristics. The world

may be increasingly be a common
marketplace. But we also see it as a
shared workplace and living space.
We have historically impacted the
world in its thought and activities and
that aspiration continues to guide our
approach. Today, we meet to recall the
difference that one Pravasi Bhartiya
made more than a century ago. May it
inspire us all to each do what we can to
contribute to the New India in the
making.

Thank you very much.
Jai Hind.

70 Years of INdia—China Diplomaric RelaTions

e LR

Commemorating 70 years of
diplomatic relations between
India and China, a special
photo exhibition, China-India
Cultural Contacts was
organised in HallNo. 11 atthe
New Delhi World Book Fair
2020. The exhibit takes the
visitor through a journey of
over several thousand years
to the present of contacts and
exchanges.

Diplomatic relations between
India and China began on a
similar threshold for both
countries in 1950, after India
gained independence in 1947 and the
founding of the Republic of China in
1949.These two juggernauts of Asia
were however in cultural and trade
exchanges for several thousands of
years before modern diplomatic
relations were established. The
spread of Buddhism, around the 1st

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with
Chinese President Xi Jinping

century and its growth in China was
one of the main points of strength in
the building of these relations.
Religious and philosophical
exchanges between the two countries
led to development across many
areas like literature, history, art and
martial arts as well. Boddhidharma, a
monk from South India in the 5th
century B.C and his contributions
established him to be the first master
Chinese Zen Buddhism. From 10th
century onwards, these two countries
were actively involved in trade of
Chinese silk, porcelain, tea, fishing
net, sugar, paper, Sichuan peppers,
cinnamon and other spices from
coastal India. From the 17th century
onward, they began to work in a
mutually beneficial independent
exchange but intrusion of colonial
powers in the continent led these
relations to dwindle significantly.

Interactions between China
and India was rekindled on
1st April 1950, ushering in a
new ear of contacts and
. exchanges which went on to
cover not only spiritual and
material aspects, but it also
led to the establishment of
. tourism and business, and
successfully maintained
exchange of overseas
students and visiting
scholars. While China had
influenced India materially,
India had influenced China
spiritually leading to the
coexistence of
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism.
The two countries continue to develop
and maintain the relation with the
efforts by people of both countries,
thus leading to further exchanges in
the China-India cultural ties.
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Workshop on India—Alfrica

Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
organised a workshop on 'India-Africa
Relations'on 17th December, 2019 at
Pravasi Bhawan. The panelists
included H.E Chris Sunday Eze,
Ambassador of Nigeria, Mr. Eddison
M.Agbenyegah, Deputy Head of
Mission, Embassy of Ghana. Several
important members of ARSP- Amb.
Virendra Gupta, Amb. Shashank, Shri
Shyam Parande, Amb. Anup K
Mudgal, Dr. Markandey Rai, Shri
Mukesh Aggarwal, Shri Narayan
Kumar, Shri T.N Malhotra, Shri Amit
Gupta, Prof. Ajay Dubey from
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Amb.
HHS Vishwanathan from Observer
Research Foundation, Dr. Neha Sinha
from Vivekananda International
Foundation also participated in the
discussion.

Welcoming the participants, President
ARSP Amb.Virendra Gupta noted that
India had very unique and cordial
relationship with Africa. There was,
however, an attempt in some quarters
to relegate the relationship to mere
platitudes. This relationship was
extremely valuable for India, because

N A

of vibrant economic and commercial
connections both in terms of trade and
investment. Africa was also important
from the stand point of diversification
of our energy supplies, which was
crucial given the volatility in the Middle

East region. However, what
distinguished India - Africa connection
was the fraternal ties characterized by
deep emotional connect and shared
history of colonial subjugation and
exploitation. There was a need to
show requisite sensitivity to the
concerns and aspiration of African
people. Some of the recent incidents
of attacks on African students in India
showed a certain lack of sensitivity
amongst the people here and all
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requisite steps needed to be taken by
the Government and civil society

organizations in India, to create
awareness about our traditional close
and friendly ties with Africa.

The important points made by the
participants during the discussions
are briefly summarized below:

® African participants focused on the
distinction between India - Africa
relations, and the relations between
Indians and Africans. It was noted that
while India-Africa relations at the
government level were excellent, the
same cordiality was not seen at the
people's level due to lack of
awareness. There was a need to work
on this. Government agencies in India
also needed to show greater
sensitivity towards
Africans.

® There was aneed
' to work on the
relationship at the
multiple levels.
While the
relationship at the
Government level
was working quite
well through several institutional
mechanisms put in place by
Government of India, lot of work was
required to further the ties at the
people's level. There was an inherent
goodwill but the relationship needed to
be structuredin a proper framework.

® Visiting African students should be
facilitated contact with Indian families,
going beyond their educational
institutions, so that they could carry
back happy memories with them of
association with people in India.

® |t was pointed out that African
students did not intermingle very
much with the Indian students leading

RelaTions

to lack of integration. This needed to
be rectified through active efforts by
the college authorities.

® African students should be
encouraged to learn Hindi for better
communication between them and
Indian students.

® \While large numbers of Indians
either worked in Africa or were
carrying on business activities, similar
dispensation was not available for
Africans in India. It was pointed out
that Africans should also be facilitated
in obtaining business licenses and
work permits for legitimate activities.

® African students should be given a
chance to do internship in India. It will
be beneficial for both India and Africa.
It will be an asset for Indian companies
having operation in Africa since they
would be able to employ such people.

® There should be more focus on
investment in Africa than on Lines of
Credit.

® Role of media and social media
was of prime importance and should
be optimally used.

® There was a need towards better
partnership between India and Africa
in Health and Education sector.

® Connectivity between Indian and
African countries has improved
considerably. But a lot more had to be
done.

® Agriculture should be taken as
prime area of focus and efforts should
be made in this area by both India and
Africa.

® Diaspora connect is strong
between India and Africa and this
resource should be harnessed for
strengthening India's relations with
Africa.

® Some cities in India could be
identified on the basis of historical
linkages for developing better
connection with Africa.
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. Dr. Dhiraj Kakkar

C-2/25, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-ll,
Delhi-110 0052

Shri Alok Kumar

303/3-C, Chelmsford Road,
Railway Flats, Connaught Place,
New Delhi-110 055

Shri Sanjay Agarwal
B-127, Sector 50,
Noida-201 301(UP)

Shri Mukul Mohan Mittal
Flat No.611, Tower 3-C,
Golf Links NH24,
Ghaziabad-201 002

Shri Mayank Agarwal
D-175, Saket,
Meerut(UP)

Smt.Pianshu Agarwal
D-175, Saket,
Meerut(UP)

Shri Abhaya Indrayan
A-037, Telecom City,
B-9/6, Sector 62,
Noida-201 309

Shri Surendra Nath Gupta
211, Manchester 05,

Mahagun Modeme, Sector-78,
Noida (UP)

Shri Rajeev Kumar Gupta
D-296, Sector-47,
Noida-201 301

Smt. Shilpi Gupta
D-296, Sector-47,
Noida-201 301

Shri Arun Kumar Jain
B-123, Sector-50,
Noida

Shri Pradeep Kumar
KC-3,Kavi Nagar,
Ghaziabad-201 002

Shri Sushil Kumar Jain
L-112, Sector-11,
Noida

Shri Mukesh Kumr Jain
E-8, Sector-72,
Noida-201301

Shri Anjul Gupta
B-79A, Sector-49,
Noida (UP)

Homoeopathic Physician
98102 53541

2721 4286, 27461561
drkakkardhiraj@yahoo.co.in

Retd.Chief Administrative Officer-Railway

99104 87302, 23365738
alokalokindia@rediffmail.com
alok.alokindia@gov.in

Buisness

9311104777, 9990404777, 45678272

agarwalsanjay2010@gmail.com

Business
9810874374
0120-4242566
druflon@gmail.com

Educationist
9412202555
md@iimtindia.net

Service
9412202555
md@iimtindia.net

Consultant

Retd. Professor
9810315030
a.indrayan@gmail.com

Retired HOD Meerut College
9910078594, 9870613946
0121 4220874
gupta.s.nath@gmail.com

President-IMS Noida
9818000018
rajeevkrgupta29@gmail.com

CMD-IMS Noida
9810716616
shipi.gupta169@gmail.com

Judge-GST Tribunal
9412867001, 0121 3519356
arunkumarjainjc@gmail.com

TAX Advocate
9810149575

Business
9891303999
sushiljain14.55@rediffmail.com

Service
9412890414
mukeshjain17763@gmail.com

Manufacturing of Water Pumps
9891609464
anjul.gpt@gmail.com
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India continues to retain its position as
the world's top recipient of
remittances, with its diaspora sending
back $78.6 billion in 2018.
Considering that India's diaspora is
the largest in the world, at 17.5 million
(as of mid-2019), this ranking in terms
of remittances is not surprising. India's
remittances were 14% of the global
remittance figure of $689 billion. China

was next in line, with remittances of
$67.41 billion (which is 5.4% of the
global remittance figure).

Evenin 2010 and 2015, for which data
is available, India was the top recipient
of remittances. Remittances during
2010 were $53.48 billion, rising to
$68.91 in 2015 - an increase of nearly
29%. The increase in remittance

With $78 Billion, India Still Highest
Overseas RemMITTANCE REeCEIVER

between 2015 and 2018 is 14%. As
compared with the remittances in
2010, the latest figure of $78.61 billion
shows a rise of nearly 47%. These
statistics were disclosed in the World
Migration Report 2020, which was
released on Wednesday by
International Organisation for
Migration (IOM), which is United
Nations' migration unit. O

The UK government announced to
double fast-track visas for scientists
from around the world, including India.
UK home secretary Priti Patel said the
number of eligible fellowships which
can offer accelerated endorsement for
visas for scientists wanting to conduct
research in the UK will double from 62
toover 120.

Britain's senior-most Indian-origin
minister said the plan builds on PM
Boris Johnson outline for a wider pool
of world leading scientists and
researchers to be able to benefit from

a fast-track process to obtain entry
into the UK.

“The UK is already a world leader in
science... We want to make sure the

UK Doubles Fast—Track Visas for INTERNATIONAL ScienTISTS

UK continues to be at the forefront of
innovation, so we need an immigration
system that attracts the sharpest
minds from around the globe," said
Patel. In line with the current process,
qualified scientists who receive such
fellowships will only need to provide a
letter from the relevant funding
organisation, which will see them fast-
tracked to the UK home office visa
application stage where immigration
checks will be carried out. The UK
government says this will ensure that
scientists can begin their innovative
work as soon as possible.

Indian envoy to United States Harsh
Vardhan Shringla will take over as
India's next Foreign Secretary after
incumbent Vijay Gokhale's term ends
next month. Harsh Vardhan Shringla is
career diplomat and a member of the
Indian Foreign Service since 1984. He
has held a variety of positions in New
Delhi and abroad. He has served as
High Commissioner of India to
Bangladesh and Ambassador of India
to the Kingdom of Thailand. He has
also served in France (UNESCO);
USA (UN, New York); Vietnam (Hanoi
and Ho Chi Minh City); Israel and
South Africa (Durban).

Ambassador Shringla has graduated
from St.Stephen's College, Delhi
University and has worked in the
Corporate and Public Sectors in India
prior to joining the Indian Foreign
Service. He has pursued courses and

Harsh Vardhan Shringla will be
The Next FOREIGN SECRETARY

b

A
Ambassador Shringla has graduated from
St.Stephen's College, Delhi University and
has worked in the Corporate and Public
Sectors in India prior to joining the Indian
Foreign Service. He has pursued courses and
published papers on conflict prevention,
economic diplomacy, the Indian diaspora and
India-Bangladesh relations.

published papers on conflict
prevention, economic diplomacy, the
Indian diaspora and India-Bangladesh
relations. |:|

Bill in US House
Seeks PromorTion of
Gandhi Legacy

America's legendary civil rights leader
Congressman John Lewis has
introduced a bill in the House of
Representatives to promote the
legacy of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King Jr and sought a budgetary
allocation of $150 million for next five
years.

Introduced to mark the 150th birth
anniversary of Gandhi, the bill affirms
the friendship between the two
countries and honours the legacy of
Gandhiand King.

The Bill proposes establishing a
Gandhi-King Development
Foundation, which will have a
governing council convened by US
and India and would oversee grants to
NGOs on health, pollution and climate
change, education and women
empowerment.
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AcTivities Report fROM JANUARY TO

12 January, 2019

ARSP organized a special lecture on
"Cultural Economic and Political
Evolution of Indian Diaspora in Fiji
and their Future." by Prof. Biman
Chand Prasad, Hon'ble Member of the
Fijian Parliament and leader of the
Opposition National Federation Party
at Pravasi Bhawan, New Delhi.

28 January, 2019

The Diaspora Resource and
Research Centre (DRRC), ARSP in
collaboration with the American
Chapter of the Centre of International
Studies of the Indian Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA), organized a
Round Table on the "Role of Diaspora
in India-United States Relations" at
Malviya Smriti Bhawan, New Delhi.

16 March, 2019

ARSP & Nehru Memorial Museum &
Library jointly organized a Book
Release and book discussion on
Refugee Dilemma: Srilankan
Refugees in Tamil Nadu by Prof. V.
Suryanarayan at Seminar hall of
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library.

AT A Glance

6 April, 2019

ARSP organized a visit of a high profile
delegation of Lao Buddhist Sangh at
Pravasi Bhawan. The delegation was
headed by the most venerable Sathou
Onekeo Sitthivong, President of the
Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organisation
(LBFO).

11 April, 2019

Centre for Roma Studies & Cultural
Relations (CRSCR) ARSP organized
a programme to celebrate
International Roma Day at Pravasi

Bhawan. President-Eurasia Roma
Academic Network, Mr. Orhan Galjus
was the Chief Guest.

16 April, 2019

A cultural programme of Geet Gawai
by 25 folk singers from Mauritius was
held at Pravasi Bhawan. Dr. Sarita
Boodhoo was the head of the
delegation.

23 May, 2019

A Bhajan Sandhya was organised on
the occasion of 6th Punyatithi of Shri

? ARSP organized an

December, 2019

Baleshwar Agrawal in the Pravasi
Bhawan. Renowned Bhajan singer
Shri Ajay Yagnik presented the
programme. Dr. Subramanian Swami
was the Guest of Honour.

31 May, 2019

ARSP delegation led by Amb.
Virendra Gupta met the Prime Minister
of Bhutan Dr. Lotay Tshring.

8-9 June, 2019

International
Conference in Kolkata on 'Synergizing
India Bangladesh Relations for a
Mutually Beneficial Future' in
association with Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad Institute of Asian Studies
(MAKAIAS) and Indian Council of
Social Sciences & Research (ICSSR).
Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal Shri
Kesari Nath Tripathi inaugurated the
——
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seminar.

5July, 2019

Centre for Roma Studies and Cultural
Relations-ARSP in collaboration with
Kathak Kendra organized a cultural
programme in honour of Italian
delegation at Kathak Kendra-
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.

27 July, 2019

A felicitation and interaction
programme of delegation of Hindi
teachers & scholars of Lal Bahadur
Shastri Vidyalaya, Tashkent led by
renowned Hindi Scholars from
Uzbekistan Prof. Ulfat Mukhidova was
held at Pravasi Bhawan. Dr. Kamal
Kishore Goenka, Vice President of
Kendriya Hindi Sansthan was the
Chief Guest, Prof.Avaneesh Sharma,
and Chairman of Commission for
Scientific and Technical Terminology
was the Guest of Honour.

31 July to 3 August, 2019

A six member ARSP goodwill
delegation visited Bhutan on the
invitation of Bhutanese government.
The delegation was led by Amb.
Virendra Gupta. Other members
include-Dr. Shashi Bala, Shri Amit
Gupta, Shri C. S. Randev, Shri Rajiv
Berry and Shri T. N. Malhotra.
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22 August, 2019

40 Diaspora Youth delegates from
nine countries visited Pravasi Bhawan
under 54th Know India Program (KIP).
Heads of Mission and Diplomats from
Fiji, Guyana, Mauritius,
South Africa, Suriname and Trinidad &
Tobago were present during the
program.

17-18 September, 2019

conference on

International
"Mahatma Gandhi and Diaspora" was

held at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat
Complex, and New Delhi. Around 10
International scholars and 15 Indian
scholars participated and presented
their papers on the various themes
related to diaspora and Mahatma
Gandhi. Minister of Culture and
Tourism inaugurated the conference.

23 September, 2019
| 0

WILCEWWES & DI TTATE

40 Diaspora youth delegates from 9
countries - Guyana, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, Mauritius,
Netherlands, Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
South Africa, and Fiji visited Pravasi
Bhawan under 55th Know India
Programme (KIP). Then the KIP batch
was taken to Hansraj College,
University of Delhi where they were

Myanmar, |

felicitated along with other foreign
students who are studying in DU.
Several cultural performances by
Indian and foreign students were also
presented during the event.

1 October, 2019

A reception cum interaction
programme with Prof. Victoria
Demenova, Director-History of Arts,
Cultural Studies and Design
Department, Ural Federal University,
Russia was held at Pravasi Bhawan.
She delivered speech on 'Buddha
Dharmain Russia'.

3to 5October, 2019
e

The ARSP delegation headed by Amb.
Virendra Gupta, Shri Narayan Kumar,
Shri Amit Gupta, Shri Mukesh
Aggarwal, Shri Sanjay Bhalla, Dr.
Rajni Sarin, Prof. Ajay Dubey and
Dr. Rakesh Pandey visited Durban,
South Africa for an International
Conference 'Celebrating Mohandas
and Kasturba Gandhi: 150 years of
living legacy'.

5 October, 2019

/ . - L -
Dehradun Chapter of ARSP organised
an instrumental and musical
programme by the internationally
renowned Sitar Vadak, Shri Agni
Verma. Hon'ble Governor Smt.Baby
Rani Maurya was the chief guest of the
programme.




—

11 October, 2019

ARSP Hapur chapter organised a
vichar goshti on 'Pravasi Bharatiyo Ka
Sansar' at The Chamber of
Commerce, Hapur. Shri Shyam
Parande of the chief guest and Shri
C.S. Randeyv, Shri Sanjay Ganjoo, Dr.
Surendra Nath Gupta and Shri Arun
Kumar Jain were the Guest of Honour.

16 October, 2019

40 candidates from 9 countries
namely-Fiji, Guyana, Israel,
Suriname, Mauritius, Trinidad &
Tobago, Myanmar, South Africa, and
Malaysia Pravasi Bhawan under 56th
Know India Programme (KIP).

16 November, 2019

IR AN uRee 3R 3Ry D
wga qweE § Bl & gulig =R
I Y. G B o) Su=ard il |’
1 Arpravr fohan w21 fored wRa W Bion
& Jeargad werted S AR Yor, yari
o # smafora fan onl 3w eriww A
HIT B g U4 Hid S IWa
o SR TE Y, B. B ufig = wfefcas
Sl fden o "R N SuRem gl
MHR G onhon A favafdene
S Ferufd R E

19 November, 2019

= < oy

Antar Rashtnya Sahayog Parishad,
Diaspora Research and Resource
Centre (DRRC) organised a round
table discussion on "Gulf Diaspora:
Issues, Opportunities, Challenges
and way forward" to develop this
important resource and asset, at
Pravasi Bhawan. New Delhi. The
round table was addressed by Amb.
Navdeep Suri, who recently retired as
India's Ambassador to the UAE.

29 November to 1 December,
2019

Heritage Seminar for Foreign
Students at Parmarth Niketan,
Rishikesh. About 100 students from

around 35 countries of the world
traveled with us to Experience the

essence of India's Cultural and
Spiritual Heritage in one of the most
Beautiful places in India - Rishikesh &
Haridwar!

They visited Dev Sanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya, Har-ki-Paudi and
welcomed by the Hon. Governor of
Uttarakhand at her official Raj Bhavan
and overwhelmed by the
warm reception by Adarneeya
Acharya Balkrishna ji-Vice Chancellor
of Patanjali Yogpeeth University.

17 December 2019

Round Table workshop on |ndia-frica
relations at Pravasi Bhawan, New

Delhi. The panelists included H.E
Chris Sunday Eze, Ambassador of
Nigeria, Mr. Eddison M.Agbenyegah,
Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of
Ghana, scholars, experts and former
diplomats. Several important
members from ARSP attended and
participated in the discussion.

All 7 PIO MinisTerRs ReTaIN PosT IN
Boris' ‘People's Cabiner’

Three Indian-origin ministers,
including UK home secretary Priti
Patel have retained their posts in PM
Boris Johnson's cabinet, which met
on Tuesday ahead of the first
parliament session since the
Conservative Party won a strong 80-
seat majority in the general election
last week. The newly elected MPs and
ministers returned to the House of
Commons on Tuesday.

Johnson has carried out a very limited
cabinet reshuffle for now to fill some
vacant posts, while maintaining the

Priti Patel, Rishi Sunak & Alok Sharma

status quo across his top team - which
he has dubbed the "People's Cabinet".
The three Indian-origin ministers, who

had won back their seats convincingly
in the Tory landslide, have been
retained in their posts.

Patel was back by Johnson's side in
the Commons as UK home secretary,
with fellow MP Alok Sharma remaining
in charge of the department for
international development. Rishi
Sunak the son-in law of Infosys co-
founder Narayana Murthy, retains his
place in the cabinet table as chief
secretary to the treasury.
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BHUTAN NEWS

Bhutan Celebrated its 1121h Nartional Day

His Majesty The King graced the 112"
National Day celebration in Thimphu
on 17" December 2019. His Majesty
the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, Her Majesty
The Gyaltsuen, His Royal Highness
the Gyalsey and members of the
Royal Family also attended the
celebrations.

Thousands of spectators gathered at
the Changlimithang National Stadium
roared with the spirit of unity, peace
and prosperity as the celebrations
began.

Braving the cold winter night, people
started gathering at the stadium from
11PM on 16 December 2019 to be part
of the celebrations. The gates which
were supposed to be opened only at
6AM had to be closed by 4AM as the
spectators filled the stadium almost

beyond its carrying capacity. Each
person got a goody bag containing a

miniature Bhutan flag, a lottery, edible
items and a batch.

The cultural performances this time
were quite unique. Of many, the
highlight was a parade on Bhutan's
development journey thus far
performed by the students of Thimphu
schools.

The National Day celebrations were to
pay tribute to the past, present and
future Kings of Bhutan. It was on 17
December 2019, 112 years ago that
Bhutan first crowned Gongsar Ugyen
Wangchuck as the first hereditary
monarch. The day marks the
unprecedented unity, peace and
prosperity that the country embraced
since then.

Bhutan Red Cross Sociery formally Admirred
As A member of The IFRC

The Bhutan Red
Cross Society
(BRCS) was
formally admitted
as a member of the
International
Federation of Red
Cross and Red
Crescent Societies
(IFRC) on 6
December 2019.
This was decided
unanimously at the
22ndsession of the
IFRC General
Assembly in
G eneva,
Switzerland.

A two-member delegation led by the
BRCS Secretary-General, Dragyel
Tenzin Dorjee supported by officials
from the Permanent Mission to the
United Nations in Geneva, attended
the admission ceremony.

According to the press release, the
formal admission of BRCS to the IFRC
marks a milestone in fulfilling the
obligations as a party to the Geneva
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Conventions, which was ratified by
Bhutanin 1991.

The IFRC advocates peace and
dignity throughout the world, and
provides support before, during and
after a disaster or crisis.

The BRCS was established in Bhutan
on 8thMay 2017, coinciding with the
International Red Cross & Red

Crescent Day. The
BCRS is an
autonomous and
not-for-profit
organization
established under
the Bhutan Red
Cross Society Act
2016. It is a
voluntary aid
society, auxiliary to
the public
authorities in the
humanitarian field,
having the
mandates to save
lives, protect
livelihoods. Also, it
strengthens recovery from disasters,
to enable healthy and safe living, and
to promote social inclusion and culture
of care and protection.

The BRCS is part of a network of the
movement which has 190 member
countries as a Red Cross or a Red
Crescent National Society.Her
Majesty the Gyaltsuen is the President
of the Bhutan Red Cross Societyliia|

Bhutan. ;




"Ap Kap

His Majesty The King awarded the
Druk Thuksay(Heart Son of Bhutan) to
Mr. Arun Kapur, fondly referred to as
Ap Kapur at the Royal Academy in
Pangbisa, Paro, where he is the
Director. The Druk Thuksey is one of
the highest civilian honours awarded
by His Majesty in recognition of
exemplary contribution to the socio-
economic, religious and political
development and growth of Bhutan.

The 65-years-old educator is Indian,
but spends his time between India and
Bhutan. He has worked with children
of all ages and all sections of society
for more than four decades.

UR'

s

Arun Kapur sees the award as a huge

responsibility. "I am honoured to
receive the Druk Thuksey especially
on behalf of my team at the Royal
Academy, but it is also a huge
responsibility," he said. "Receiving the
Druk Thuksey from His Majesty the
King was an over whelming
experience for me and family."

Arun Kapur is an educator with more
than four decades of experience in the
private as well as public education
spheres. He has been actively
engaged in building learning
environments catering to a diverse
group of learners - rural and urban,

February 04 : SrilLanka-National Day February 23
February 06 : New Zealand-Waitangi Day February 23
February 08 : TOINERO] February 25
February 11 : Iran-Victory day February 28
February12 : Deen Bandhu Andrews-Birth

Anniversary

DAys 10 Remember

in February, 2020

(The day is celebrated to promote

linguistic diversity and to bring about
awareness of the importance of one's

February 16 : Lithuania-National Day
February 21 : Day of Language

mother tongue.)
February 22 :

students with special needs, and
students who have fallen outside of
the formal schooling system.

Arun Kapur's first experience as a
teacher was at the Doon School,
Dehradun. Thereafter he taught in the
United Kingdom and on his return to
India he was the Principal of the British
School, Delhi. Since Vasant Valley
School was conceived, in the late
1980's, he has been atits helm, as the
first Head of School and as the
Director of the school. |

: Brunei Darussalam-National Day

: Guyana-Republic Day

: Kuwait- National Day

: Natural Science Day
(This date was chosen because it was on
this date(28th February, 1928) that Sir C.V.
Raman,
discovered the 'Raman Effect'.

The Raman Effect relates to the way that
light is scattered when it passes through
different materials. Sit Raman earned a
Nobel Prize because of this discovery in
1930.)

the great Indian scientist,

O
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