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1 There was a
i powerful party
g among us
which strongly
S EiEaaammg  2dvanced the
THE MAHATMA argument in

favour of or against siding with the
Boers in their struggle against the
British. | could understand it and
allowed it due weight. However, it did
not command itself to me and, | refuted
it to myself and to the community as
follows:

“Our existence in South Africais only in
our capacity as British subjects. In
every memorial we have presented,
we have asserted our rights as such.
We have been proud of our British
citizenship, or have given our rulers
and the world to believe that we are so
proud. Our rulers profess to safeguard
our rights because we are British
subjects, and what little rights we still
retain, we retain because we are
British subjects. It would be
unbecoming to our dignity as a nation
to look on with folded hands at a time
when ruin stared the British in the face
as well as ourselves, simply because
they ill-treat us here. And such criminal
inaction could only aggravate our
difficulties. If we missed this
opportunity, which had come to us
unsought, of proving the falsity of a
charge which we believed to be false,
we should stand self-condemned, and
it would be no matter for surprise if then
the English treated us worse than
before and sneered at us more than
ever. The faults in such a case would
lie entirely at our door. To say, that the
charges preferred against ourselves
had no foundation in fact and were
absolutely untenable, would only be to
deceive ourselves. Itis true that we are
helots in the Empire, but so far we have
tried to better our condition, continuing
the while to remain in the Empire. That
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has been the policy of all our leaders in
India, and ours too. And if we desire to
win our freedom and achieve our
welfare as members of the British
Empire, here is a golden opportunity
for us to do so by helping the British in
the war by all means at our disposal. It
must largely be conceded that justice
is on the side of the Boers. But every
single subject of a state must not hope
to enforce his private opinion in all
cases. The authorities may not always
be right, but so long as the subjects
own allegiance to a state, it is their
clear duty generally to accommodate
themselves, and to accord their
support, to acts of the state.

“Again, if any class among the subjects
considers that the action of a
governmentis immoral from a religious
standpoint, before they help or hinder
it, they must endeavour fully and even
at the risk of their lives to dissuade the
government from pursuing such a
course. We have done nothing of the
kind. Such a moral crisis is not present
before us, and no one says that we
wish to hold aloof from this war for any
such universal and comprehensive
reason. Our ordinary duty as subjects,
therefore, is not to enter into the merits
of the war, but when war has actually
broken out, to render such assistance
as we possibly can. Finally, to suggest
thatin case the Boers won, and a Boer
victory was well within the range of
possibility, our last state would be
worse than our first, and the Boers
would exact frightful revenge, would
be doing injustice to the chivalrous
Boers as well as to ourselves. To waste
the slightest thought upon such a
contingency would only be a sign of
our effeminacy and a reflection on our
loyalty. Would an Englishman think for

(16 Pages including Cover)

a moment what
would happen to
himself if the
English lost the
war? A man about
to join a war
cannot advance
such an argument
without forfeiting
his manhood.”

25 M. K. Gandhi

| advanced these arguments in 1899,
and even today | do not see any reason
for modifying them. That is to say, if |
had today the faith in the British Empire
which | then entertained, and if | now
cherished the hope, which | did at that
time, of achieving our freedom under
its aegis, | would advance the same
arguments, word for word, in South
Africa, and, in similar circumstances,
even in India. | heard many attempted
refutations of these arguments in
South Africa and subsequently in
England. But | discovered no ground
for changing my views. | know that my
present opinions have no bearing on
the subject of this volume, but there
are two valid reasons why | have
adverted to the matter here. | have, in
the first place, no right to expect that
the reader who takes up this book in a
hurry will give it a patient and attentive
perusal, and such a reader will find it
difficult to reconcile the above views
with my present activities. Secondly,
the underlying principle in the above
arguments is Satyagraha, insistence
on truth. That one should appear to be
as one really is and should act
accordingly, is not the last, but the first
step to practical religion. The building
up of a religious life is impossible
without such a foundation.

To return to our narrative.

My arguments commended
themselves to many. The readers must
—




—
not suppose that | was the only one to

advance them. Moreover, even before
these views were set forth, there were
many Indians who held that we should
do our bit in the war. But now the
practical question arose: Who would
lend an ear to the weak voice of the
Indians when there was raging this
terrible whirlwind of war? What weight
would this offer of help carry? None of
us had ever wielded a weapon of war.
Even the work performed by non-
combatants in war required training.
None of us knew even how to march in
step. It was no easy task to perform
long marches with one's baggage on
one's own shoulders. Again, the whites
would treat us all as 'coolies', insult us
and look down upon us. How was all
this to be borne? And if we volunteered
for service, how could we induce the
Government to accept our offer?
Finally, we came to the conclusion, that
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we should make earnest endeavours
to get our offer accepted, that the
experience of our work would teach us
to do more work, that if we had the will,
God would grant us the ability to serve,
that we need not worry how we could
do the work entrusted but should train
ourselves for it as best we might, and
that having once decided to serve, we
could cease to think of discriminating
between dignified work and other and
serve, putting up even with insults if it
came to that.

We encountered formidable difficulties
in getting our offer favourably
entertained. The story is interesting but
this is not the place to detail it. Suffice it
to say that the leaders among us
received training in nursing the
wounded and the sick, obtained
medical certificates of physical fithess
and sent a formal letter to the
Government. This letter and the
eagerness we evinced to serve in
whatever capacity the Government
would accept us created a very good
impression. The Government thanked
us in reply but rejected our offer for the
time. Meanwhile the Boers continued
to advance like a great flood, and it was
feared that they might reach Durban.
There were heaps of wounded and
dead everywhere. We were continually
renewing our offer, and sanction was
given at last for the formation of an
Indian Ambulance Corps. We had
expressed our willingness even to do
sweepers' or scavengers' work in
hospitals. No wonder, therefore, that
the idea of an Ambulance Corps was
perfectly welcome to us. Our offer had

1 been made, in the first instance, in

respect of free and ex-indentured
Indians, but we had suggested the
desirability of permitting the
indentured Indians too to join the rest.
As Government was then in need of as
many men as they could get, they
approached the employers of
indentured labourers to allow their
men to volunteer. Thus a large and
splendid Corps composed of nearly
eleven hundred Indians left Durban for
the front. At the time of our departure,
we received the congratulations and
the blessings of Mr. Escombe, whose
name is already familiar to the reader
and who was the head to the
Europeans volunteers in Natal.

All this was a complete revelation to
the English newspapers. No one

expected that the Indians would take
any part in the war. An Englishman
wrote in a leading newspaper a poem
eulogistic of the Indians with the
following line as arefrain: 'We are sons
of the Empire afterall.’

There were between three and four
hundred ex-indentured Indians in the
Corps, who had been recruited by the
efforts of the free Indians. Of these,
thirty-seven were looked upon as
leaders, as the offer to Government
had been sent under their signatures
and as they had brought the others
together. Among the leaders there
were barristers and accountants, while
the rest were either artisans such as
masons or carpenters or ordinary
labourer- Hindus and Musalmans,
Madrasis and upcountry men, all
classes and creeds were well
represented. There was hardly any
trader in the Corps, but the traders
subscribed considerable sums of
money. The Corps had needs which
were not adequately met by the
military rations, and which, if satisfied,
might provide them with some
amenities in their hard camp life. The
traders undertook to supply such
comforts, and likewise rendered good
assistance in entertaining the
wounded in our charge with sweets,
cigarette and such other things.
Whenever we camped near towns, the
local traders did their best to look after
us.

The indentured labourers, who joined
this Corps, were under the charge of
English overseers from their
respective factories. But the work for
them was the same as for ourselves
and as we were all to live together, they
were highly pleased at the prospect,
and the management of the entire
Corps naturally passed into our hands.
Thus the whole Corps were described
as the Indian Corps, and the
community received the credit for its
work. As a matter of fact the Indians
were not entitled to the credit for the
inclusion of indentured labourers in the
Corps, which should rightly have gone
to the planters. But there is no doubt
that the free Indians, that is to say, the
Indian community, deserved credit for
the excellent management of the
Corps when once it was formed and
this was acknowledged by general
Bullerin his dispatches.

—
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Doctor Booth, under whom we had
placed ourselves for training in first aid,
joined the Corps in the capacity of
Medical Superintendent. He was a
pious clergyman, and though his work
chiefly lay among the Indian
Christians, he freely mixed with
Indians of all denominations. Most of
the thirty-seven leaders mentioned
above had received their training at his
hands.

There was a European Ambulance
Corps as well as the Indian, and both
worked side by side in the same place.

Our offer to Government was
absolutely unconditional, but the letter
by which they accepted it granted us
immunity from service within the firing
line. This meant that the permanent
Ambulance Corps attached to the
army was to bear far away the soldiers
as they got wounded and leave them
behind the army outside the line of fire.
The temporary Ambulance Corps of
Europeans as well as Indians were
formed in view of the great effort which
General Buller was to put forth for the
relief of General White in Ladysmith
and in which, it was apprehended,
there might be more wounded than
could be dealt with by the permanent
Corps. In the country where the armies
were operating there were no made
roads between the battlefield and the
base-hospital and it was therefore
impossible to carry the wounded by
means of ordinary transport. The base-
hospital was always situated near a
railway station and at a distance of
between seven and twenty-five miles
from the battlefield.

We soon got work and that too harder
than we had expected. To carry the
wounded seven or eight miles was part
of our ordinary routine. But sometimes
we had to carry badly wounded
soldiers and officers over a distance of
twenty-five miles. The march would
commence at eight in the morning,
medicines must be administered on
the way, and we were required to reach
the base-hospital at five. This was very
hard work indeed. It was only once that
we had to carry the wounded twenty-
five miles in a single day. Again the
British army met with reverse after
reverse in the beginning of the war and
large numbers were wounded. The
officers therefore were compelled to
give up their idea of not taking us within

the firing line. But it must be stated that
when such as emergency arose we
were told that as the terms of our
contract included immunity from such
service, General Buller had no
intention of forcing us to work under
fire if we were not prepared to accept
such risk, but if we undertook it
voluntarily, it would be greatly
appreciated. We were only too willing
to enter the danger zone and had
never liked to remain outside. We
therefore welcomed this opportunity.
But none of us received a bullet wound
orany otherinjury.

The Corps had many pleasant
experiences into which | may not enter
here. It must however be placed on
record, that although our Corps,
including the indentured labourers
who might be supposed to be rather
uncouth, often came in contact with the
members of the temporary Ambulance
Corps composed of Europeans as well
as with the Europeans soldiers, none
of us felt that Europeans treated us
with contempt or even with
discourtesy. The temporary Corps was
composed of South African
Europeans, who had taken part in the
anti-Indian agitation before the war.
But the knowledge that the Indians,
forgetful of their wrongs, were out to
help them in the hour of their need, had
melted their hearts for the time being. |
have stated already that our work was
mentioned by the General Buller in his
dispatches. War medals too were
conferred on the thirty-seven leaders.

When General Buller's operations in
connection with the relief of Ladysmith
were over, that is in about two months
time, our Corps was disbanded as well
as the Europeans. The war continued
long after this. We were always
prepared to rejoin, and it was stated in
the order disbanding our Corps that
Government would certainly utilize our
services if operations on a large scale
were again necessary.

This contribution of the Indians in
South Africa to the war was
comparatively insignificant. They
suffered hardly any loss of life. Yet
even a sincere desire to be of help is
bound to impress the other party, and
is doubly appreciated when it is quite
unexpected. Such fine feeling for the
Indians lasted during the continuance
ofthe war.

Before closing this chapter, | must
place a note-worthy incident on record.
Among those who were in Ladysmith
when it was invested by the Boers,
there were besides Englishmen a few
stray Indian settlers. Some of these
were traders, while the rest were
indentured labourers, working on the
railways or as servants to English
gentlemen, one of whom was
Parbhusingh. The officer in command
at Ladysmith assigned various duties
to every resident of the place. The
most dangerous and most responsible
work was assigned to Parbhusingh
who was a 'coolie’. On a hill near
Ladysmith the Boers had stationed a
pompom, whose operations destroyed
many buildings and even occasioned
some loss of life. An interval of a
minute or two must pass before a shell
which had been fired from the gun
reached a distant objective. If the
besieged got even such a short notice,
they could take cover before the shell
dropped in the town and thus save
themselves. Parbhusingh was to sit
pearched up in a tree, all the time that
the gun was working, with his eyes
fixed on the hill and to ring a bell the
moment he observed a flash. On
hearing the bell, the residents of
Ladysmith instantly took cover and
saved themselves from the deadly
cannon ball whose approach was thus
announced.

The officer in charge of Ladysmith, in
eulogizing the invaluable services
rendered by Parbhusingh, stated that
he worked so zealously that not once
had he failed to ring the bell. It need
hardly be said that his own life was
constantly in peril. The story of his
bravery came to be known in Natal and
at last reached the ears of Lord
Curzon, then Viceroy of India, who
sent a Kashmir robe for presentation to
Parbhusingh and wrote to the Natal
Government, asking them to carry out
the presentation ceremony with all
possible publicity. This duty was
assigned to the Mayor of Durban who
held a public meeting in the Town Hall
for the purpose. This incident has a
twofold lesson for us. First, we should
not despise any man, however humble
or insignificant-looking he may be.
Secondly, no matter how timid a man
is, he is capable of the loftiest heroism
when he is put to the test.

To be Continued
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Roma ANd Their IndiaNn ConNecTION

ROMA: IN SEARCH
OF IDENTITY

ARSP published a book named 'Roma in search of Identity” edited by Narayan Kumar & first copy
of the book was presented by editor to Smt. Sushma Swaraj Minister of External Affairs

The origin of Roma community is now
neither a myth nor a secret. The
mystery of origin and the distant past
of Roma have been penetrated
historically, linguistically and culturally.
The findings of linguistic and cultural
anthropology as well as ethnological
study of Roma community
substantiated Indian lineage of Roma
and broke off the archaic stereotypes
attached to the origin and migration of
Romani people who have still been the
most disadvantaged and marginalized
where ever theirabodes are.

The first attempt was made to trace
the roots of Roma by virtue of linguistic
comparison by a Hungarian pastor
Valyi Stefan, who was traditionally
attributed to the “discovery” of the
Indian origins of Roma. In the early
1760s, he at the University of Leidenin
the Netherlands noticed similarities in
the language spoken by Malabari
students and Romanilabourers.

But fact is that Indian origin of Roma

became widespread and drew due
attention following the publication by
Heinrich Moritz Gottlieb Grellmann
(1783). In his pioneering work- “Die
Zigeuner”, he proposed the
hypothesis that acknowledges the
origin of Roma from India.

He argued that the language of
gypsies, their names, the constitution
of their bodies, their customs and
religious practices corroborate that
there is no country in the world where
these traits and attributes possibly
meet but India, (His Dissertation on
the Gipsies). He opined, Roma and
the inhabitants of India closely
resemble one another in complexion,
face and shape. Fortune-telling and
premonition particularly by Roma
God-men/women, is practiced all over
the European countries, but the
singular kind of prognostication
professed by Roma for an instance,
Chiromancy refereeing to the
presumed prediction of a person's
future including happiness or

25 Md. Zameer Anwar

unhappiness in marriage
and wealth or destitution
in life, etc., is nowhere
identical but to those in
India.

The origin of Gypsies —
Roma is found in write-up
by Colonel John Staples
Harriot who was a Major
General of Her Majesty's
Army and a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society.

Colonel Harriot on
Oriental Origin of the
Gypsies (1830)

suggested the
connection of English
Romanies (Romanichal)
with India and Indian
origin of their language.

August Fridrich Pott (1844 to 1845)
and Franz Miklosich (1871 to 1882)
both identified the homeland of the
Roma as the Punjab on the basis of
comparative studies of Romani and
the languages of the Indian
subcontinent. The English linguist
Ralph Turner presented a hypothesis
whereby, Roma originally lived in
Rajasthan in Northern India near the
western border of Pakistan, from
where they scattered across other
areas in central, northeastern and
northwestern India.

Robert Moreau argued that Romani
people are consisted of an
amalgamation of different tribes held
as slaves by Tamerlane in an
internment camp near Samarkand.
According to Indian anthropologist
S.S. Shashi (Roma- The Gypsy
World), Roma belong to various Indian
communities viz. Banjara, Guijjar,

—
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Lohars, Chauhan, Kshatriyas,
Pastoral Communities, Jott (Jats) and
some other lower castes as well.

lan Hancock- a Romani scholar points
out that Roma were not of the lowest
caste, but the descendants of
victorious soldiers of warrior caste
(Kshatriyas) who assembled the army
to fight Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni. He
firmly validates his argument on the
basis of anthropological genetic blood
test that reveals proven physical
symbiotic between people of Roma
heritage and present day warrior
classes of Northern India. The
submission suggesting of the
ancestors of Romani people,
descended from Indian Kshatriyas
during the late 10th and 11th century,
holds water to a great extent.

Lending support to the Hancock's
submission, Adrian Marsh evolved the
theory that espouses the emergence
of Roma from military force to resist
the Islamic invasion. Isabel Fonseca
in her book “Bury Me Standing”
entrenched the position of Rajput as
ancestors of Roma.

Richard Francis Burton earlier
suggested the migration and dispersal
of Gypsies in 11th century with
reference to the invasion of Mahmoud
Ghazni.

According to the study of the
contemporary authentic historical
works, Sultan Mahmud Ghazni
invaded Kannauj in December 1018
CE and plundered the city and is
reported to have enslaved over
50,000 males and females and took
them to his capital Ghazna. They were
remarkable artists, artisans and
craftsmen who were sold in Ghazni
and Kabul and later in Khurasan,
Transoxiana (now Central Asia) and
Irag. These places were replete with

such populations.

George C. Soulis noted that Seljuks
might have brought a Romani
population with them to Asia Minor.
Since there are references to the
presence of Gypsies (i.e. Roma) in
Constantinople in the middle of the
eleventh century, it is fascinating to
surmise that the Seljuks, whose
invasion of Armenia at that time
caused the well-known dislocation of
the Armenian people who were
subsequently driven into Byzantine
territory.

The recent Genetic studies on Romani
people reveal the presence of Indian-
specific Y-chromosome and the
comprehensive phylogeographical
study of Y-chromosomal haplogroup
H1a1a-M82 pertinent to 10,000 global
samples, corroborating Indian origin
of Roma. The analysis of genetic data
provides for the linguistic-based
identification of the ancestral Roma
with the presumed aboriginal Doma of
northwestern India and the Gangetic
plain (According to the findings of
researchers from the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) Hyderabad in 2012).

It is also apparently noted that while
linguistic, physical and cultural
aspects of Roma are very much
Indian, even spiritual and mystical
realm of life resemble the Indian
spiritual and mystic way of life. Roma
long for a spiritually balanced life,
known as Kintala, that is quite similar
to Karma.

Music is a deep symbolic connection
for Roma and the oldest profession for
them. Scholars postulate the musical
link of Roma with India. Liszt - the
musical scale of Roma is identical to
the oriental chromatic scale and
Indian Bhairava scale, in the course of
time, modified by Middle Eastern

styles acquired in Anatolia before
being first introduced into Europe in
the fourteenth century. The melismatic
and free style of Romani music could
be areference to the heritage of Indian
music.

The socio-cultural institutions like the
traditional form of jurisdiction,
promulgation of customary laws and
rules within the groups, such as the
commands of cleanness and hygiene
are shibboleths attached to the Indian
past practices. The institution of the
group court, called Kris of the Lovara
and Kalderas Roma, functions like the
Panchayat, the traditional court in
Indian villages. Endogamy and the
prohibition of commensality (eating
together) are still prevalent in both
Romani as well as traditional Indian
societies. According to the rules of
endogamy, members of one caste
(jatiy- one Roma clan or one Roma
sub-ethnic group — may not marry a
girl from a clan where a different
“caste” profession prevails or that
follows different rules of ritual
cleanliness. The root of Roma music
goes back to India and exhibits traces
of the musical culture to which the
Roma have been exposed in their
migrations.

Historians and Scholars unanimously
concede to the fact that the Indian
origin of Roma is quite conspicuous
and undeniable. The migration might
have been triggered by plenty of
reasons such as inter-kingdom
conflicts, instability, foreign invasion
and the better prospect of life in cities
like Tehran, Baghdad and later on
Constantinople. There is a cogent
reason to believe that Romani
language and a considerable part of
core Romani culture are readily
identified as the direct transmission
from India. O
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Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad, in
association with the Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library, organised a
discussion on 16" March, 2019 at
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Seminar Hall on the very well
researched book, ‘Refugee Dilemma
: Sri Lankan Refugees in Tamil
Nadu'by Prof. V. Suryanarayanan on
a neglected community living in India
as refugees for the last many years.
The book discussion was chaired by
Amb. Virendra Gupta. Prof. Uttam K.
Sinha and Dr. Ashok Behuria of IDSA
were the discussants. Shri Shyam
Parande was the guest of honour. The
event was well attended and the
discussion was followed by a brief
question-answer session.

In his remarks, Prof. Suryanarayan
gave a brief introduction to the book,
published by the ARSP, referring to the
three waves of refugees who came to
India from Sri Lanka, stating that these
were Indian-origin Tamils, and no one
mentions them or cares about them in
Tamil Nadu as they are mainly Dalits.

Prof. Suryanarayan proposed that a
clause referring to 'persecuted
minorities' needs to be included in the
new Citizenship Act, adding that there
was a need to frame a refugee law in
India covering both humanitarian and
security aspects.

Amb. Virendra Gupta stressed that Sri
Lanka is an important neighbour for
India and that the ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka resulted in a large number of
Tamil-origin people coming to Tamil
Nadu. This book traces the evolution
of the conflict and narrates little-known
and sensitive stories of individuals
living in the refugee camps in Tamil
Nadu, and of the internally displaced
people within Sri Lanka housed in
camps. While there was hope that
there would be resolution of the issue
after the LTTE Treaty, unfortunately
the cultural and linguistic subjugation
against both the ethnic and Indian
origin Tamils continued.

Dr Ashok Behuria stated that the book
very clearly brought out the reasons

Book Launch and Discussion oN
'Refugee Dilemma : Sri LANkan Refugees in Tamil Nadu

&5 Amb. Manju Seth

-

(L to R) Prof. Uttam Sinha, Dr. Ashok Behuria, Prof. V. Suryanarayanan, Amb. Virendra Gupta and Shyam Parande

for the genesis of the crisis in Sri
Lanka. The situation in the refugee
camps even today continues to be not
much better in Odisha and in Tamil
Nadu. Perhaps Sri Lanka could learn
from India's experience in dealing with
different ethnicities and diversity. He
reiterated the need for a national
refugee law in India. Dr Behuria
suggested that the book should be
translated into Tamil and Sinhalese to
be able to reach a wider audience and
make people aware of the realities of
the crisis.

In his remarks, Shri Parande stated
that the book was timely focus on the
problem of refugees and though a
refugee policy is being discussed but
evolving security concerns need to be
addressed. He added that the book is
about the Indian origin Tamil Sri
Lankan refugees who work in the hills
of Tamil Nadu and these are diaspora
and should be recognised as such by

India. =
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A brain - storning session was
organized on 23rd March, 2019
by Antar Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad Noida Chapter at IMS
College in Noida. The topic was,
Indian Diaspora in Foreign Policy
of India. Chief Guest of the
programme was Shri Shyam
Parande, Secretary General of
ARSP. The programme was
presided over by Prof. N. K.
Taneja, Vice Chancellor, CCS
University, Meerut. Programme was
conducted by Prof. S. N. Gupta, Ex-
Faculty of Fiji National University, Fiji.
On the dias were Arun Kumar Jain,
Tribunal Member, GST.

Shri Parande spoke at length about
the importance of Diaspora, and said
you immediately connect with ARSP if
you talk of Indian Diaspora. This
organization is the only NGO keeping
up relations with the PIO & NRIs at the
people-to-people level since the
1970's. Late Dr. Baleshwar Agarwal,
the founder of this organization nursed
it with his blood, sweat & toil. He had
been the fountain head of all its
programs which included a large
number of academic conferences,
meetings, seminars and discussions
on our relations in all walks of life with
foreign countries and especially our
neighbors as well as countries with
sizeable Indian Diaspora.

The ARSP has sent number of
goodwill delegations abroad to foster
people-to-people ties & cultural
exchanges amongst nations. The
organization & its active members are
in constant touch with the diplomatic
missions both in India as well as our

Seminar on Importance of Indian Diaspora
in Foreign Policy of India

missions abroad.

The Indian diaspora played its own
important role in those years when
they were shipped as indentured
labour. They built their own destinies in
the unknown lands. One can well
imagine the hardships they faced in
those unexplored lands and they were
perforced to make their living. They
were attached to their motherland
India by heart, but had no option but to
live there. Now when the whole world
is connected by air & virtually
everyone is connected with each other
through telecommunication, these 3°,
4th and in some cases 5th generation
children of the PIO are attached
emotionally with the country of their
forefathers. Because of the initiative of
Baleshwar Agrawal, ARSP decided in
the middle of 1996 to set up a cell to
cater to the needs and requests of the
People of Indian Origin (P10) living in
different parts of the world. ARSP was
flooded with the requests for
assistance by PIOs whose forefathers
had gone as indentured labour from
India more than hundred years ago
and were very eager to explore their
roots in India. They were also known

ImporTance of Indian
Diaspora iN Foreign Policy of India

25 Nirmal Singh

as Girmitiyas, alocal name given
as they could not pronounce
agreement.

Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Prof.
N.K.Taneja Ji spoke about the
pivotal role played by ARSP in
this regard, especially the current
Government of India giving
space for the role of Diaspora in
framing Foreign Policy of India.
The direction given by the
Government as well as ARSP has
brought a great awareness amongst
the Non Resident Indians, People of
Indian Origin, as also whose fore-
fathers migrated from India, the
actions taken have motivated these
people to think about India.

Nirmal Singh gave the idea about how
the Indian community settled abroad
has helped in uplifting their origin
country for mutual benefits and how
Indian Government can bring some
change in their policy so that Indian
community can be benefitted on both
sides. He also spoke about making a
clear-cut policy in the higher education
sector for children of PIO's so that
some seats can be made available at
all Universities and making separate
cell at all the Universities. This would
not only bring the Indian community
abroad closer to India but would also
bring foreign exchange to our country,
as also benefit our brothers living
abroad.

Vote of thanks was given by Prof.
S.N.Gupta to all the guests and also to
the management of IMS College for
making the elaborate arrangements
forthe seminar. O
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President Ram Nath Kovind INviTES
Diaspora iN Croatia To INvesT in INdia

President Ram Nath Kovind invited
the diaspora in Croatia to invest in
India and be a part of the country's
transformational journey. Kovind, the
first-ever Indian head of state to visit
the country, arrived here on Tuesday
along with his wife Savita Kovind on
the firstleg of his three-nation visit.

Speaking atan event here, Kovind told
the diaspora: "The Indian economy is
today an important engine of global
growth. It is the fastest growing major
economy, with robust economic
indicators. | would, therefore
encourage you to visit India, and
experience the transformative
changes happening.”

Noting that initiatives like 'Make in
India’, 'Digital India' and 'Start-up
India' provide new business

prospects, he said India and
Croatia are keen to deepen
their relations, particularly on
the economic side. "A good
foundation has already been
laid, with investments by
both sides.

There is good potential to
strengthen trade, investment
and technology cooperation.
Your support to explore new
areas of collaboration would be
invaluable," the President said.

Kovind said Croatia has had affinity
with India for centuries and has made
an outstanding contribution to the
promotion of Indian languages,
philosophy, history and culture. He
said "Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore
visited here in 1926, and influenced

many Croatian poets and writers. The
Indology Department of Zagreb
University has made an outstanding
contribution to the study and
promotion of Indian
philosophy,
Croatia. | am impressed to know that it
regularly organizes conferences on
Vedas and Puranas"

languages,
history and culture in

Abu Dhabi Temple

Foundation-stone
laying ceremony of
the first Hindu
temple in Abu Dhabi
will be held on April
20th, 2019. The
'"Shilanyas
Ceremony' of the
Bochasanwasi
A k s h ar
Purushottam
Sanstha (BAPS)
Hindu Mandir will be presided over by
the spiritual leader of the BAPS,
Mahant Swami Maharaj. Dubbed an
icon of tolerance and religious
harmony in the UAE, the temple is
being built on 13.5 acress (55,000
square meters) land, gifted by His
Highness Shaikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, to the Indian community.

In the Year of Tolerance, the UAE
government has gifted an equal area

Shilanyas

WP e Wl bhn DAl

of land additionally for building parking
facilities in the temple premises, the
priest-in-charge of the BAPS Mandir
said.

Swami Brahmavihari, senior priest of
BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha said,
that with their generous gift of land
from His Highness Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the world
welcomed the UAE's commitment to
increasing tolerance, inter-faith
dialogue, collective co-existence and
global harmony to build the first
traditional stone temple. O

People of Pakistan Demand
Bhagat Singh 1o be
Declared A
National Hero

Freedom fighter Bhagat Singh's 87th
death anniversary was observed at
Lahore: by two groups of people who
demanded him be declared a "national
hero" of Pakistan.

Sardar Bhagat Singh was hanged in
Lahore at the age of twenty three on
March 23, 1931 along with Rajguru
and Sukhdev. The capital punishment
had inspired million of Indian to take
up the cause of the freedom

movement.
——
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The Bhagat Singh Memorial
Foundation (BSMF) and the Bhagat
Singh Foundation Pakistan (BSFP)
held separate functions at Shadman
Chowk. The participants paid rich
tribute to the three freedom fighters.
Some relatives of Bhagat Singh made
atelephonic address.

BSMF Chairman Imtiaz Rashid
presented a resolution demanding the

British Queen to tender an apology for
hanging the three freedom fighters
and compensate their families.

He demanded naming a road after his
name and including a chapter in the
school curriculum besides issuing a
postal ticket and installation of Singh's
statue at Shadman Chowk. BSFP
Founder President Abdullah Malik
said: "Bhagat Singh raised his voice

against imperialism. He will be
remembered as a great freedom
fighter". He demanded that the
governments of India and Pakistan
declare Singh and his comrades as
"national heroes".

The events were held under strict
security in the face of threats from
extremists.

For the past two years, the Boston Sri
Kalikambal Shiva Temple has been
offering prayer services and other
gatherings for special holiday
celebrations for its Hindu worshipers
at the Bellingham Plaza, across from
the Town Common.

In recent conversation with Muthu
Meyyappan, a member of the
congregation, and Muthubattar, it is
learnt that the temple has taken steps
to establish a permanent home for
their congregation. After purchasing
seventeen acres of land on SoMain
Street, in an area near Charlie's Tire

and Service Center, the temple
worked with Andrews
Engineering in Uxbridge to create |
a plan for their new building and
has obtained all needed permits
from both the Planning Board and
the Conservation Commission.
"The project will take place in two
phases," Meyyappan explained.
"The first phase will be
construction of the main temple,
and the second phase will build
residences for the priest and
temple officials as well as a hall
for community gatherings." [

New Hindu Temple 1o be Builr on
South Man Street iNn Masachussers USA

(L-R) Nicole Shannon, the property seller's attorney;

Christopher Nichols, the Temple's attorney;

Mrs. Mangalam Sambamoorthy, Temple President;
Sivachariar Bhairavasundaram Muthubattar, Temple priest;

and congregation member Muthu Meyyappan.

The Pakistani government
indicated on Monday it may be
looking at opening up Sharda

Peeth, an ancient Hindu
temple in Pak-Occupied
Kashmir, for pilgrims from

India. After Kartarpur, the
Sharda Peeth corridor, if
opened, would be the second
such religious corridor to
connect the two neighbouring
countries.

Islamabad has not made any official
offer on this to India yet, but Pakistani
officials have told journalists that the
Imran Khan government had given

“green signal” to opening up of the
temple. Asked about it, an Indian
government source said, “India had

made this request several times as part
of the composite dialogue process.”

Pakistan's Express Tribune quoted
foreign affairs ministry officials as
saying: “After Kartarpur, a piece of big
news is in the offing for Hindus. Some of
the government officials will visit the

‘Pakistan may open up Sharda Peeth for Indian Pilgrims'

area (Sharda Peeth) and submit a report
to the prime minister.”

Situated a few kilometers inside the Line
of Control on POK-side, Sharda Peeth is
very important, particularly for Kashmiri
Pandits. Theu have been pressing for
access to it for many years now. The
temple, situated in Sharda village on the
banks of the Krishnaganga river in
Neelam valley, lies in ruins. It is next to
the famed Sharda University, an ancient
place of learning of Buddhism and
Hinduism.

Sharada Peeth was one of the foremost
temple universities of the Indian
subcontinent between the 6th and 12th

'Pakistan May Open Up Sharda PEETh fon INdlAN Pilgrims’

centuries AD, hosting scholars
such as Kalhana, Adi
Shankara, Vairotsana,
Kumarajiva, and Thonmi
Sambhota. As a religious
institution, it is one of the three
famous firthas, or holy sites,
for Kashmiri Pandits, the other
two being the Martand Sun
Temple and the Amarnath
Temple. Sharada Peethis one
of 18 Maha Shakti Peethas — highly
revered temples throughout South Asia
that commemorate the location of fallen
body parts of the Hindu deity Sati.

There are thousands of Hindu, Jain and
Buddhist places of worship in Pakistan
on the western side of our country, and in
Bangladesh on the eastern side of our
country. There are such prominent
places such as Katas Raj and Tilla
Jogian in Jhelum district, or Hinglaj
temple in Balochistan in Pakistan, most
of which lie in ruins. A large number of
these are said to have been usurped by
the local people, uninhibited by any
government protection. |

ARSP BULLETIN - APRIL, 2019




UAE 10 confer highest civilian award on
PM Narendra Modi

The UAE government has
announced that it will confer
the country's highest civilian
award, the 'Order of Zayed',
on PM Narendra Modi.

This "singular honour", the
MEA said in a statement,
was in recognition of the
government's efforts under
Modi's leadership to develop
the strategic partnership
between India and the UAE.
"The UAE is home to the largest
number of our citizens outside India,
and is our partner in diverse pillars of
cooperation, including investment,
energy, defence and security," said
MEA spokesperson Raveesh Kumar.

)
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and PM Naren

Thanking Sheikh Mohammed bin

dra Modi

strategic ties have reached
new heights and this
friendship is contributing to
the peace and prosperity of
our people and planet".

No decision has been taken
yet on whether Narendra
Modi will travel to receive the
award in the middle of the
election campaign. The UAE
said that Narendra Modi had
given a "new direction to this
(ties with the UAE) relation and today

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of India's relations with whole Islamic

Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, Modi tweeted, "Under your (Al
Nahyan) visionary leadership, our

world are at its best".

O

“Indian aANd iTs Diaspora : CoopeRATION
OpportuniTies for Mutual Development”

Bharat Vikas Parishad, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) branch
organized an International
symposium on "Indian and its
Diaspora: Cooperation Opportunities
for Mutual Development" on 11 April
2019 at Convention Centre,
Jawaharlal Nehru University. The
keynote speakers were H.E. Aashana
Kanhai, Ambassador of Suriname,
HEIE . Y o gie sihigdPunjikal, . Heiggih
Commissioner of Republic of Fiji and
Shri Selva Raju Sundaram, Chairman
GOPIO, Malaysia. Shri Suresh Jain,
National organizing Secretary, Bharat
Vikas Parishad, was the guest of
honour. Along with them, High
Commissioner of Guyana, H.E Dr.
David Pollard and Ambassador of
Ecuador, H.E. Hector C. Jacome were
also present. The session was chaired
by Prof. Kavita Sharma, President
South Asian University, New Delhi.
Prof. Ajay Dubey(JNU), convener of
the conference introduces the subject.
More than 200 scholars, research
students, eminent dignitaries were
present. In this symposium several
important issues based on the Indian
diaspora and their contributions were

P

-

BHARAT VIKAS PARISHAD
TR BRANCH

(L to R) Dr. Pramod Kumar, Mr. Selva Raju Sundaram,
Shri Suresh Jain, Prof. Ajay Dubey,
Prof. Kavita Sharma, H.E Aashana Kanhai,
H.E Yogesh Punja, Prof. Mazhar Asif

25 Report by : Ruchi Verma

Sundaram spoke on the different
phases of migration of Indian diaspora
and stressed on the importance of
bringing back the desire to learn. He
stressed on the large number of Indian
diaspora spread all around the world
and the way they are contributing. H.E
Yogesh Punja highlighted the
opportunities presents in Fiji for the
engagement with India. The

deliverated, debated and discussed | -

along with the major issues of mutual
development and opportunities.

H.E Aashna Kanhai, talked about the
long legacy of Indian diaspora present
in Suriname. She emphasized on the
use of soft power, like
language,culture, bollywood, food
habits etc. in order to maintain the
people to people relationship and
legacy. She also advocates about the
establishment of Indian Chair in
Suriname University so that this
connection is strengthened and
maintained. Shri Selva Raju

Audience attended the conference

generation of instant ramifications will
find it hard to relate to the Indian way of
life unless there is a connection to it,
but the struggles of past helps to reach
the next level in this connection. He
also emphasized on the importance of
values and ethos. The half day
symposium was ended by the vote of
thanks given by Prof. Mazhar Asif.
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The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) presented a
Special Award of Recognition to His
Majesty The King of Bhutan to honour
His Majesty's leadership in advancing
human development, and the well-
being and happiness of the people of
Bhutan.

The UNDP Administrator of and UN
Under-Secretary General, Achim
Steiner, presented the award to His
Majesty The King on 13 March 2019.

The UNDP announced that the award
takes into account three major Human

UNDP Presents His Majesty
The King of Bhuran A Special Award of RecogniTion

Development Achievements; His
Majesty's championing of the holistic
development paradigm of Gross
National Happiness, His Majesty's
leadership in environment
conservation and climate action which
has resulted in Bhutan being the only
carbon negative country in the world,
and His Majesty's guidance, which
ensured a smooth transition of the
system of governance and strong
democratic foundations to be
established in Bhutan. This has been
evident from the significant and
tangible development results reflected

in the National Human Development
Report of 10 years of Democracy.

In a statement, Steiner said: “Bhutan's
progress and stability are a testament
to the vision and guidance of His
Majesty The King and the Royal
Government. The country's success
illustrates that ambitious sustainable
development policies coupled with
commitment and enlightened
leadership can transform the lives of
the people.”

Shri Santosh Jha (IFS:1993),
presently Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of India, Washington, has
been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

Shri Anurag Bhushan (IFS:1995),
presently Joint Secretary in the

Diplomaric PosTings

Ministry, has been appointed as the
next High Commissioner of India to
the Republic of Malawi.

Shri Shambhu S. Kumaran
(IFS:1995), presently Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Defence, has been
appointed as the next Ambassador
of India to the Kingdom of Morocco.

Ms. Padmaja, presently Deputy
Director General, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, has been
appointed as the next High
Commissioner of India to the
Republic of Fiji.
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His Majesty The King of Bhutan granted an audience to the
recipients of the undergraduate scholarships administered
by the Ministry of Education, at the Tashichhodzong,

His Majesty The King Grants
Audience 10 ScholARshlp RECIpIENTS

Thimphu on 14 March 2019.

The 144 students, who have completed class 12, will
undertake full-time undergraduate studies in different parts
of the world, in various fields in accordance with future
national human resource requirements as projected by the

government.

During the Audience, His Majesty said that education is not

solely a means to an end, but an opportunity for the students to realize their full potential. His Majesty said that the
students should work to develop the skills necessary to participate in nation-building and support the country in its
progress as we navigate a rapidly changing world.

His Majesty also reminded the students that after having excelled among their peers within Bhutan, they must now
demonstrate excellence while competing with others.

May 01 :

May 03 :

May 04 :
May 08 :

May 10 :

May 11 :

Days 10 Remember

in May, 2019

International Worker's Day

(International Workers' Day commemorates
the historic struggle of working people
throughout the world.)

World Press Freedom Day

(This day is used to highlight our faith in the
freedom of press and to defend the media
from attacks on their independence and pay
tributes to journalists who have lost their lives
inthe line of duty.)

Red Cross Day

(Itis the date of birth of the founder of the Red
Cross, Henry Dunant who was awarded the
first Nobel Peace Prize in 1901.The day is
celebrated all over the world to honour the
mission of the world's largest network which
aims to alleviate human suffering and protect
life and health, especially during armed
conflicts and other emergencies.)

First War of IndiaIndependence

(10" May, 1857 was termed as mutiny by the
Britishers but we, the proud Indians, consider
it as the first salvo wherefrom our struggle for
independence picked up.)

National Technology Day

(It was on this day in 1998 that India

May 12 :

May 15 :

May 17 :
JPurnima/@|
May 22 :
May 26 :
May 28 :
May 28 :
May 29 :

May 18

O

successfully carried out a nuclear test at
Pokharan. This date is also significant
because the Trishul missile was also test fired
the very same day.)

Nurses Day

(In January 1974, 12 May was chosen to
celebrate the day as itis the anniversary of the
birth of Florence Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing)

International Day of Families

(The International Day provides an
opportunity to promote awareness of issues
relating to families and to increase knowledge
of the social, economic and demographic
processes affecting families.)

Norway - Constitution Day

Yeman - National Day

Guyana -Independence Day

Azerbaijan - Republic Day

Ethiopia - National Day

International Day of United Nations Peace

Keepers

(It is a day to remember those who served in

the United Nations Peace keeping

operations and also to honour the memory of
people who died in the name of peace.) |
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The Spark Undimished

Dr. Shashi Bala to Roma Children

A heart so strong and soul sublime,
You were forgotten but not the tongue
The words are the witness

for centuries that flew.

If there is power, power in me,

my motherly affection,

Love and blessings...... -

You will be the path finders

again and again,

Be the teachers.............. -

teachers and leaders..............
marching ahead............. p

ahead and ahead............ .

With faith and pride.

Follow the messages

Given by rishis and the sages

Be the messengers,

Messengers of faith,

Faith and friendship,

March forth, with a will resolute,

may there be no suffering no tear to fall.
May you smile, smile and smile.

Be blessed to fight,

Fight the crime.

The spark in you

is undiminished. O

For generations.....,

generations and centuries......

| am the mother......

and you....., the children,

Who left my bosom to the paths unknown.
Today | stand to ask questions, a few,
The tragedies, the genocides,

The pain and agony,

Your eyes removed, and stomachs opened,
Left to bleed,

New borns were torn,

torn and thrown,

Thrown to die

crying and crying.

The tears and blood

Flowed as a flood,

But didn't reach me.

Blowing off furnaces burning alive,
gas to leak, suffocating to death.
Never have | seen........

animals n ghosts so hungry.

Today for you

The earth is the mother

And sky is father,

Born you are with a spark so divine,
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