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Indians IN South Africa

= Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

English settled in Natal, where they
obtained some concessions from the
Zulus. They observed that excellent
sugarcane, tea and coffee could be
grown in Natal. Thousands of
labourers would be needed in order to
grow such crops on a large scale,
which was clearly beyond the capacity
of a handful of colonists. They offered
inducements and then threats to the
Negroes in order to make them work
but in vain, as slavery had been then
abolished. The Negro is not used to
hard work. He can easily maintain
himself by working for six months in
the year. Why then should he bind
himself to an employer for a long
term? The English settlers could make
no progress at all with their plantations
in the absence of a stable labour force.
They therefore opened negotiations
with the Government of India and
requested their help for the supply of
labour. That Government complied
with their request, and the first batch
of indentured labourers from India
reached Natal on November 16,
1860, truly a fateful date for this
history; had it not been for this,
there would have been no Indians
and therefore no Satyagraha in
South Africa, and this book would
have remained unwritten.

In my opinion, the Government of
India were not well advised in taking
the action they did. The British officials
in India consciously or unconsciously
were partial to their brethren in Natal. It
is true that as many terms as possible,
purporting to safeguard the labourers'
interests were entered in the
indentures. Fairly good arrangements
were made for their board. But
adequate consideration was not given
to the question as to how these
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illiterate labourers who had gone to a
distant land were to seek redress if
they had any grievance. No thought
was given to their religious needs or to
the preservation of their morality. The
British officials in India did not consider
that although slavery had been
abolished by law, employers could not
be free from a desire to make slaves of
their employees. They did not realize,
as they ought to have realized, that the
labourers who had gone to Natal
would in fact become temporary
slaves. The late Sir W.W. Hunter, who
had deeply studied these labour
conditions, used a remarkable phrase
about them. Writing about the Indian
labourers in Natal, he said that theirs
was a state of semi-slavery. On
another occasion, in the course of a
letter, he described their condition as
bordering on slavery. And tendering
evidence before a commission in
Natal, the most prominent European
in that Colony, the late Mr. Harry
Escombe, admitted as much.
Testimony to the same effect can be
readily gathered from the statements
of leading Europeans in Natal. Most of
these were incorporated in the
memorials on the subject submitted to
the Government of India. But the fates
would have their course. And the

steamer which carried those labourers
to Natal carried with them the seed of
the great Satyagraha movement.

| do not have the space here in the
present volume to narrate how the
labourers were deluded by Indian
recruiting agents connected with
Natal; how under the influence of such
delusion they left the mother country;
how their eyes were opened on
reaching Natal; how still they
continued to stay there; how others
followed them; how they broke
through all the restraints which religion
or morality imposes, or to be more
accurate, how these restraints gave
way, and how the very distinction
between a married woman and a
concubine ceased to exist among
these unfortunate people.

When the news that indentured
labourers had gone to Natal reached
Mauritius, Indian traders having
connection with such labourers were
induced to follow them there.
Thousands of Indians, labourers as
well as traders, have settled in
Mauritius which is on the way to Natal
from India. An Indian trader in
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Happiness is when
what you think,
What you say,
and What you do

are in ﬁarmony.

-Mahatma Gandhi




—

Mauritius, the late Sheth Abubakar
Ahmad, thought of opening a shop in
Natal. The English in Natal had then
no idea of what Indian traders were
capable of, nor did they care about.
They had been able to raise very
profitable crops of sugarcane, tea and
coffee, with the assistance of
indentured labour. They manufactured
sugar, and in a surprisingly short time
supplied South Africa with a modest
quantity of sugar, tea, and coffee.
They made so much money that they
built palatial mansions for themselves
and turned a wilderness into a
veritable garden. In such
circumstances they naturally did not
mind an honest and plucky trader like
Abubakar Sheth settling in their midst.
Add to this that an Englishman
actually joined him as partner.
Abubakar Sheth carried on trade and
purchased land, and the story of his
prosperity reached Porbandar, his
native place, and the country around.
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Other Memans consequently reached
Natal. Borahs from Surat followed
them. These traders needed
accountants, and Hindu accountants
from Gujarat and Saurashtra
accompanied them.

Two classes of Indians thus settled in
Natal, first free traders and their free
servants, and secondly indentured
labourers. In course of time the
indentured labourers had children.
Although not bound to labour, these
children were affected by several
stringent provisions of the colonial law.
How can the children of slaves escape
the brand of slavery? The labourers
went to Natal under indenture for a
period of five years. They were under
no obligation to labour after the expiry
of that period, and were entitled to
work as free labourers or traders in
Natal, and settle there if they wished.
Some elected to do so while others
returned home. Those who remained
in Natal came to be known as 'Free
Indians'. It is necessary to understand
the peculiar position of this class. They
were not admitted to all the rights
enjoyed by the entirely free Indians of
whom | have first spoken. For
instance, they were required to obtain
a pass if they wanted to go from one
place to another, and if they married
and desired the marriage to be
recognized as valid in law, they were
required to register it with an official
known as Protector of Indian
Immigrants. They were also subject to
other severe restrictions.

The Indians traders saw that they
could trade not only with indentured
labourers and 'Free Indians', but with
the Negroes as well. Indian merchants
were a source of great convenience to
the Negroes, who very much feared
the European traders. The European
trader wanted to trade with the Negro,
but it would be too much for Negro
customers to expect courtesy at his
hands. They might think it a good
fortune if he gave them full
consideration for their money. Some of
them had bitter experiences. A man
might purchase an article worth four
shillings, place a sovereign on the
counter, and receive four shillings as
balance instead of sixteen, and
sometimes even nothing whatever. If
the poor Negro asked for the balance
or showed how the amount paid him
was less than his due, the reply would
be gross abuse. He might thank his
stars if things stopped there;

otherwise the abuse would be
reinforced by a blow or a kick. | do not
mean to suggest that all English
traders behaved like this. But it can
safely be asserted that the number of
such cases was fairly large. On the
other hand, Indian traders had a good
word for the Negroes and even joked
with them. The simple Negro would
like to enter the shop and handle and
examine the goods he wanted to
purchase. Indian traders permitted all
this. It is true that in this they were not
actuated by altruistic motives, it may
have had something to do with their
self-interest. The Indian might not
miss the opportunity, if it offered, of
cheating his Negro customer, but his
courtesy made him popular with the
Negroes. Moreover, the Negro never
feared the Indian traders. On the other
hand, cases have occurred in which
an Indian tried to cheat Negroes, but
on being detected, was roughly
handled by them. And more often
Negro customers have been heard to
abuse Indian traders. Thus, so far as
Indians and Negroes were concerned,
it is the former who feared the latter.
The result was that trade with Negroes
proved very profitable to Indian
traders. And the Negroes were to be
found throughout South Africa.

There were Boer republics in the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State
during the eighties of the last century. |
need scarcely say that in these
republics the Negro had no power, it
was all a white men's affair. Indian
traders had heard that they could also
trade with the Boers, who, being
simple, frank and unassuming, would
not think it below their dignity to deal
with Indian traders. Several Indian
traders therefore proceeded to the
Transvaal and the Free State and
opened shops there. As there were no
railways there at the time, they earned
large profits. The expectations of the
Indian traders were fulfilled and they
carried on considerable trade with the
Boers and the Negroes as customers.
Similarly, several Indian traders went
to the Cape Colony and began to earn
fairly well. The Indians were thus
distributed in small numbers in all the
four colonies.

Absolutely free Indians now number
between forty to fifty thousand, while
the 'Free Indians' so called, that is, the
labourers who are freed from their
indentures and their descendants,
number about a hundred thousand. []
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Amb. Virendra GupTa is Re—Elected As President of ARSP

At the Annual General Body Meeting of the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad in the Pravasi
Bhawan, New Delhi held on Saturday, 15 September, 2018. Amb. Virendra Gupta was unanimously
re-elected President for the next two year term of 2018-2020.

Members hailed the election of Amb. Virendra Gupta as President of ARSP. Amb. Virendra Gupta
thanked the members and assured his fullest commitment to ARSP aims and objectives in the
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US Lawmakers Move

Half a dozen influential US
lawmakers, including four Indian
Americans, have moved a resolution
in the US House of Representatives to
posthumously award the prestigious
Congressional Gold Medal to
Mahatma Gandhi in recognition of his
promotion of peace and non-violence.

Introduced in the US House of
Representatives by Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney from New York on
September 23, the resolution (H R
6916) is co-sponsored by four Indian
American lawmakers in the House -
Ami Bera, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ro
Khanna and Pramila Jayapal.

Proposal To Award Bapu Civilian Honour

Tulsi Gabbard, who is the current co-
chair of the House Congressional
Caucus on India and Indian
Americans is also one the co-
sponsors of the resolution, which has
been sent to the committee on
financial services and committee on
house administration for necessary
action.

The medal is the highest civilian
honour given by the US Congress and
very few foreigners have been
recipients. Prominent among those
include Mother Teresa (1997), Nelson
Mandela (1998), Pope John Paul I
(2000), the Dalai Lama (2006), Aung

San Suu Kyi (2008), Muhammad
Yunus (2010) and Shimon Peres
(2014).

The announcement was made by
Maloney during the India Day Parade
in New York in August. "Mahatma
Gandhi's historic Satyagraha
movement of nonviolent resistance
inspired a nation and the world. His
example energises us to devote
ourselves to the service of others," she
said. "His legacy inspired civil rights
movements around the globe, from
Martin Luther King's movement for
racial equality to Nelson Mandela's
fight against apartheid," Maloney said.[]
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On the occasion of Birth centenary of
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, former President of
the Cooperative Republic of Guyana,
The Diaspora Research & Resource
Centre of ARSP organised a Panel
discussion on 'Dr. Cheddi Jagan : his
Life and Vision' on Thursday
October 4, 2018 at 4:00 pm., at
Malaviya Smriti Bhawan, New Delhi
The distinguished panelists and
speakers included Dr. Dnyaneshwar
Mulay Secretary CPV & OIA Ministry
of External Affairs, Dr. David Pollard,
High Commissioner of Guyana, Amb.
Gajanan Wakankar, Amb.
Rajgopalan, Amb. Anup Kumar
Mudgal, Dr. Ved Pratap Vaidic, Shri
Shyam Parande and Shri Narayan
Kumar.

A documentary on Dr. Cheddi Jagan
was screened on the occasion and an
exhibition of books, authored by him
was put on display. Welcoming the
guests Shri Shyam Parande said that
ARSP is proud of Dr. Cheddi Jagan an
“jcon” from the Diaspora who was a 2™
generation Indian in Guyana and rose

Panelists lighting lamp and paying homage to Dr. Cheddi Jagan

to become the President of Guyana. A
towering personality and a leftist who
cared for his society that was being
exploited by the colonial powers. He
was devout patriot of Guyana who
wanted Guyana to be a developed

country, well educated and

economically progressive. Author of
many books and an erudite speaker,
he cherished his relationship with
He was pulled down from

Bharat.

Birth Centenary of Dr. Cheddi Jagan

power by the western powers
disbanding Guyana's constitution.
ARSP pays tributes to Dr. Cheddi
Jagan by celebrating his centenary
probably the only celebrations outside
Guyana.A letter written by Dr.Cheddi
Jaganto a veteran ARSP member Shri
Rajinder Sethi was also quoted by Shri
Shyam Parande in his address.

Amb. Anup Mudgal Chairman of
Diaspora Resources & Research
Centre gave a brief introduction of
D.R.R.C., its vision, aims and
objectives. He said that DRRC aims
at persuing research on Diaspora
issues which can provide actionable
inputs to the policy planners and also
provide academic content to diaspora
scholars. He outlined the four pillars
of DRRC namely Engaging with
youth, preparing a database of
Diaspora organizations, post
conference publications and
documentation and publishing a

Shri Shyam Parande greeting Amb. Dnyaneshwar Mulay with Angavastram
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quarterly research journal.

Amb. Gajanan Wakankar ,former
Indian High Commissioner to Guyana
recalled his association with Dr.
Cheddi Jagan during the period 1983
to 1986 when he was the Indian High
Commissioner to Guyana. He said
that Dr. Cheddi Jagan was a true
statesman and rational person. After
assuming the office of President in
1992 he pursued an inclusive policy
and declared that it is a time for
change, time to rebuild and time to
embrace each other. Amb.Wakankar
also recalled an incident during the
elections in Guyana in 1985 when he
softened his anti US stand.

Amb. Raja Gopalan who was the
Indian High Commissioner to Guyana
from 1989 to 1992 said that Dr. Jagan
was popularly known as Cheddi who
was influenced by Leninism. His wife
Jannet was a pillar of strength for him.
He said that Dr. Cheddi Jagan was a
great lover of cricket and was himselfa
good player, being a member of the
Queen college Cricket team during his
students life. Amb. Rajgopalan was a
member of the International observer
team during the 1992 elections in
Guyana. Other members of team
included Jimmy Carter former US
President, Samarendra Kundu former
Minister for External Affairs of India.

Paying rich tribute to Cheddi Jagan,
the High Commissioner of Guyana
David Pollard said that Dr. Jagan was
a smart and energetic leader who
made a lasting influence on Guyanese
politics. Speaking about his ideology
he said that some people might call
him communist and some may

call him a left Leftist social democrat
but it is best to describe Dr. Cheddi
Jagan as a Patriot to the core.

Dr. Ved Pratap Vaidik senior
journalist recalled his interaction with
Dr. Cheddi Jagan in Polland where
both were participating in an
They had
accidently met in a book shop and
then travelled together in a bus upto
his hotel. Dr.Vaidik said that Dr. Jagan
was a true statesman, although he is
known all over world a Leftist but his
contribution to the freedom of Guyana
and his sacrifice for the causes of
Guyanese of is praise worthy.

International conference.

remark Amb.
Dnyaneshwar Mulay, Secretary (OIA
& CPV) Ministry of External Affairs
said that the concept of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam', a Sanskrit phrase
which translates to “the world is one
family.” India has the largest Diaspora
as compared to any other country in

In his Presidential

the world.

Many of these Indian Diaspora
communities are carving out a stellar
reputation in the political, social and
cultural spheres of their countries of
birth. Building relations and
understanding between these
communities will help India and the
world to become one big family. Mr.
Muley talked about how it is imperative
for India and its citizens to know and
appreciate the various works and
achievements that the Indian
Diaspora are doing across the world.

Amb. Mulay further complimented
ARSP & DRRC for organizing this
important programme which gave a
insight into the life and vision of one of
the stalwarts of Indian Diaspora.

The program was very eloquently
conducted by Shri Narayan Kumair,
Honorary, Director of ARSP who
narrated many interesting anecdotes
about Dr. Cheddi Jagan.

Shri Raj Kumar Bhatia, Senior Vice
President presented the vote of
thanks.

Amb. Dnyaneshwar Mulay delivering presidential address

ARSP BULLETIN - OCTOBER, 2018




IniTiaTiVE OF CelebraTing The Elders

The Indian High
Commission of
Trinidad &
' ©@ lo &0 ©
organised a
function named
“Celebrting the %
Elders” on 15th
September, 2018
to feilcitate

"

eleders between
the ages of 90-
105 years by
various socio-
cultural-religious
organisations,
which came forward to honour Elderly
Persons of Indian Origin (P1Os). This
programme is an ongoing process to
reconnect High Commission with the
PlOs. The High Commissioner of
India, Shri Bishwadip Dey embarked
on the initiative to reach out to the

High Commission of India

Trinidad & Tobago

Mmm ggr/e/;s'
4N

Mr. Heera Sadhu , PIO with H.E. Bishwadip Dey, High Commissioner

of India and Satnarayan Maharaj

elderly Persons of Indian Origin,
above the age of 90 years (as on
01.01.2018).

They were the second or third
generation PIOs whose parents /
grandparents had migrated from India

Cdchating The Sledens

( §

Mpr. Heera Sadhu , PIO with H.E. Bishwadip Dey, High Commissioner of India

to Trinidad &
Tobago (West
Indies). So far
about 110 Elderly
persons are living
the
country. The High

across

Commissioner

e T

and the officials

-

have met over 55
persons, and
spent time with
them at their
residence.
Among them,
there are 13
persons who are above the age of 100
years. The Elderly PIOs, their family
members and the civil society at large
have applauded the High

Commission's endeavour.

Generally, successive generations go
in search of their roots. But here the
High Commission of India comes
calling to pay respects to the living
Elderly PIOs who have seen
tumultuous time in their lives. These
Elders worked under most difficult
indentured labour laws and faced
untold misery. They were under
colonial rule and decades later they
saw their country become
independent in 1962. Despite the
difficulties, they raised their children,
grand-children and oversaw their
great grand-children grow up with
qualities of the 'Indianness'. It is this

—l
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connection that the Government of
India through the High Commission of
India is trying to acknowledge their
contributions in maintaining
connections.

The High Commissioner of India, Shri
Bishwadip Dey said that when we
meet the Elderly PlOs, it is a reflection
of 1.3 billion people of India living in
another part of the world.

The initiative is to seek blessings from
the elders and also to express our
gratitude and thanks for maintaining
and promoting 'Indianness' in the
Caribbean. We heartily acknowledge
the fact that the Elders are being taken
care of by younger generations; this

demonstrates the 'Indianness'.

This activity afforded an opportunity to
the High Commission for coming
closer to the Elderly PIOs living in all
nooks and corners of the country. In

each meeting, we noticed the sparkle
of joy in the eyes of the Elderly PIOs
and a sense of contentment in the
eyes of the accompanying family
members.

The High Commissioner of India who
has actually followed in the footsteps

of the Indian Prime Minister and the
Foreign Minister to engage with the
diaspora with special concern for the
elderly. Upon assuming office two
years ago His Excellency Bishwadip
Dey expressed a desire to visit the
villages of Trinidad and Tobago and
meet the People of Indian Origin. He

High COH‘!H".I..SIDI‘I o1 inaa

i & Tobemgr

Mrs. Phooljaria Rampersad (PIO) felicitated by
H.E. Bishwadip Dey with Pt. Manideo Persad

High Commission of india
Towwlied b Tolwaoc

Getebnaling the Eldens

Swami Prakashananda, Spiritual Leader of Chinmaya Mission
with with H.E. Bishwadip Dey

desired to identify elders who had
achieved the milestone age of 90 and
beyond. He venerated them by visiting
them at their homes. There were
around 60 such elderlies to an
overwhelming response from the PIO
population in Trinidad. He listened to
their stories and shared meals with
them at their homes which have
become public knowledge. Thus far
the High Commission has identified
close to 110 persons in the 90 plus age
category. Mr. Dey is planning to
felicitate all of them over the next few

O

months.

ARSP BULLETIN - OCTOBER, 2018




Maldives Elections 2018

In a major boost to democracy and
political rights, the opposition parties'
candidate lbrahim Mohamed Solih
was declared as winner in the 2018
presidential elections in the Maldives.
The event unbuckled Maldives from
eight months of authoritarian regime
by former President Abdulla Yameen.
Solih won majority by securing 58.3
percent of popular vote, 16 percent
more than what the incumbent
President Yameen received. Around
88 percent voters turn out indicated
that there was massive anti-Yameen
sentiment brewing for sometime in the
country. There were in fact massive
street celebrations as soon as the
results were announced. Solih is
backed by a united opposition parties'
front, which came together to fight the
autocratic regime of Yameen.

Yameen's support was considerably
weakened due to his government's
crackdown against opposition parties
-members of judiciary and to some
extent arrest of his own party leaders.
His tactics of fixing internal problems
with Chinese financial support did not
yield much result. Meanwhile,
frequent political instability adversely
affected tourism business in Maldives.
Most importantly, Yameen's support
base shrunk further as Islamic
nationalist based parties were divided
over personal and ideological issues.
In fact, some parties were annoyed
with Yameen's failure at Islamization
of Maldives as agreed during 2013
elections.

History of democracy

Maldives real journey of democracy
perhaps began in 2003 when
Mohamed Nasheed formed the
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) in
SriLanka. The MDP gotan

v r \

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
opportunity to consolidate further

when the 2004 Sunami damaged the
country's economy and weakened
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom politically.
Under international and the MDP
pressure, Gayoom ratified the newly
reformed constitution, paving the way
for Maldives' first democratic
multiparty elections in October 2008.
Mohamed Nasheed won the
Presidential elections and became the
first democratically elected president
of Maldives.

However, the Maldivian democracy
witnessed turbulence under multiparty
system due to both internal and
external factors. Internally, the
democracy was challenged by the
Islamic nationalists, who found
Nasheed's policies pro-western and
anti-Islamic. The second set of internal
resistance came from business
community and contractors who were
affected due to Nasheed's economic
reforms. Subsequently, the Islamist,
business community and contractors
joined hands with the anti-Nasheed
factions within the MDP.

Meanwhile, the interests of China and
Saudi Arabia converged with the
internal elements of Maldives during
initial phase of democracy. First,
China's strategic interests under
OBOR-Maritime Silk Route framework
were pushed to set up sea lane
infrastructures (China-Maldives

The Triumph of Democracy

Dr. Nihar R Nayak
Friendship Bridge and the Male

International Airport expansion) in
Maldives since 2013. China strongly
supported anti-western and anti-India
political groups in Maldives to get
strategic islands on lease. Therefore,
China preferred continuation of the
Progressive Party of the Maldives
(PPM) in power under Yameen's
leadership. The second external
element was Saudi funded
Wahhabism in Maldives. Wahhabism
has been supporting Islamisation of
Maldives to protect itself against
western and Indian influence. It is
noteworthy that Yameen government
passed a constitutional amendment in
2015 to sell Faafu, one of the 26 atolls,
to SaudiArabia.

International reactions

India was the first country to send a
congratulatory message to the newly
elected President. The MEA
statement said, “This election marks
not only the triumph of democratic
forces in the Maldives, but also
reflects the firm commitment to the
values of democracy and the rule of
law.” Along with its congratulatory
message, the US State Department
urged former President Yameen to
“respect the will of the people”. Earlier,
the US had threatened to impose
sanctions if the vote is not free and fair.
Sri Lanka also congratulated the
Maldives over its new development.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman,
Geng Shuang congratulated Maldives
on September 25 by stating that
“China respects the Maldives'
people's choice and hoped that the
country can maintain stability and
development”. Interestingly, The
Global Times on September 27

indicated about Chinese proposal of
—
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holding '2+1 dialogue' with India for
resolving misunderstandings and
tensions in the region.

Is this change going to continue?

Most importantly, in a major relief to
the new government, Maldives
security forces (the police and military)
made statements that they would
respect the verdict and are willing to
work under the new government. This
statement was important because
authoritarian regimes in Maldives had
thrived with the support of the security
forces earlier. Yameen, for instance,
extensively used the security
agencies to take stringent actions on
the opposition leaders.

Like before, this time too Yameen took
some time to concede the defeat.
Constitutionally, he would continue as
President till November 17. His party,
Yameen's PPM, in fact, asked the
election commission to delay
publication of the election results.
Therefore, opposition parties
suspected that Yameen might use
force to reject the political verdict. But
Yameen might not take any extreme
steps to continue in power due to fear
of international sanctions.

Challenges

First, despite declarations of the
election results, Yameen and the
Islamic nationalist forces could try to
derail the presidential election results
either by mobilizing security forces or
by judicial means because he would
continue in power till November 17.
China and Saudi Arabia could tacitly
extend support to Yameen in this
move.

Second, the PPM might try to split the
opposition alliance to destabilize the
Solih government. After all, some of
the current opposition alliance
partners were with Yameen earlier.
Most importantly, the alliance finalized

the common candidate only in
January 2018 and it has many other
tall leaders like Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, Mohamed Nasheed,
Jumhoory Party (JP) leader Gasim
Ibrahim and religiously conservative
Adhaalath Party (AP) leader Sheikh
Imran Abdulla, among others.
Therefore, the alliance is prone to
personality and ideological
differences in the near future.

Lastly, often alliances are seen to work
only till existence of a common enemy
or common goals. Till date, the
alliance identified Yameen as their
common enemy. In absence of a
common enemy, the alliance partners
might not work in the same spirit.
Significantly, it becomes difficult to
hold these parties together if the

alliance is stitched through external
powers' support.

Conclusion

Maldivian elections once again
brought victory to the Global
Democratic Alliances (GDA) against
non-democratic countries. Despite
major success to the opposition
alliance, democracy in Maldives is yet
to free itself from challenges.
Therefore, the GDA should continue
its further course of actions by
extending support to consolidating
democratic institutions in Maldives. At
the same time, the onus lies equally
with citizens of Maldives, civil society,
media and the political parties to
consolidate and uphold democracy in
the right spirit. Il

Shri Vikram
M7 ighs wr. i
(FEISEINCISISNE

presently
Ambassador of
I n_@N" al Wtie
Myanmar has
been appointed
as the next  ShriVikram Misri
Ambassador of India to the
People's Republic of China.

Shri Sanjay
V er m a
(FE'S ;:1°99.0) ,
presently
Additional
Secretary in the
Ministry has
been appointed
as the next
Ambassador
of India to the Kingdom of Spain.

Shri Sanjay Verma

Dr. Pankaj
S harma
((FESFRROIOF M)
presently Joint
Secretary in
Ministry has
been appointed
as the next
Ambassador/

Shri Sanjay Verma

Diplomaric PosTings

PR of India to the UN Conference on
Disarmament, Geneva.

Shri Kumar
Tuhin (IFS:
1991), presently
H i g h
Commissioner
olft ' nidii o
Namibia has
been appointed
as the next
Ambassador
of India to the Republic of Hungary.

Shri Kumar Tuhin

Shri Arindam
B agech.
(=S NOI815%),
formerly Deputy
ER ™ i BN h
Commissioner,
FHi* i gt (h
Commission of
India, Colombo  Skri Arindam Bagchi
has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to the
Republic of Croatia.

O
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PM Modi Receives UN's
'‘Champions of the EaArTh Award'’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi received the United
Nation's highest
environmental honour,
the 'Champions of the
Earth Award' from United
Nations Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres, at a ceremony
in Delhi. He is among the
six winners who got the
award today. "It is an
honour for Indians.
Indians are committed to
saving the environment.
Climate and calamity are
directly related to
culture; if climate is not
the focus of culture, calamity cannot
be prevented. When | say 'Sabka
Saath,' | alsoinclude nature init," Modi
said.

After conferring the award on PM
Modi, UN Secretary General Guterres
in a tweet said: "The world needs bold
leadership on climate action. | thank
India for setting an example and was
pleased to present Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with the Champions of
the Earth Award.”

The award was announced for his
"unprecedented pledge to eliminate all
single-use plastic in India by 2022."
Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron were recognised

in the 'Policy Leadership Category' for
their "pioneering work in championing"
the International Solar Alliance and
"new areas of levels of cooperation on
environmental action", the UN
Environment Programme said.

The Cochin International Airport took
home the 'Entrepreneurial Vision'
Award for its leadership in the use of
sustainable energy. "Cochin is
showing the world that our ever-
expanding network of global
movement doesn't have to harm the
environment. As the pace of society
continues to increase, the world's first
fully solar-powered airport is proof
positive that green business is good
business," the UNEP statement said.

|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred upon ‘Champion of Earth’
award by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres

The other winners
include environmental
and indigenous rights
defender Joan Carling
and the 'Beyond Meat
and Impossible Food' in
the Science and
Innovation category for
their popular, plant-
based alternative to beef
and "their efforts to
educate consumers
about environmentally
conscious alternatives.”

China's Zhejiang's
Green Rural Revival
Programme was
awarded for the Inspiration and Action
for the "transformation of a once
heavily polluted area of rivers and
streams in East China's Zhejiang
province.”

Past winners have included Afroz
Shah, who led the world's largest
beach cleanup and won the award in
2016, Rwandan President Paul
Kagame also won the same year,
while former US Vice-President Al
Gore won the award in 2007. Ocean
Cleanup CEO Boyan Slat won in
2014, while scientist-explorer
Bertrand Piccard, and developer of
Google Earth Brian McClendon won
the award in 2013.

INdia ANd Nepal should Move Forward

Launching a book
"Bharat-Nepal Relations:
Defense and Security
Issues" in Kathmandu
Former Prime Minister of
Nepal Khil Raj Regmi
said understanding and
trust is very necessary for
any relationship. He said
keeping in view the
security concern due to
long open border mutual
trust between India and
Nepal will further
increase.

Charge'd'affairs of Indian
Embassy Ajay Kumar
stressed upon the need of
increasing expert level
dialogue between the two
countries. A number of
security and defense
experts, former diplomats
and senior officials
attended the function.
The book is based on
proceeding of a seminar
on India-Nepal relations
and security issues held
in Dehradun lastyear. []
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The first-ever Diwali celebration at this
global tourist attraction
organised by the non-profit Indo-
Canadian Arts Council (ICAC), with
the support from the Niagara Parks
Commission.

ICAC's founder director Ajay Modi
said, "We wanted to have a landmark
destination for Diwali to be observed in
Canada and we wanted an iconic
location.”

ICAC has been working with local
authorities over the past couple of
years to make the objective a reality.
While Diwali falls on November 7 this
year, the celebration will be held on
October 14. The reason is that the
later it gets, the weather for an outdoor
event of this nature is less welcoming.

The celebration will immediately
follow the signature Diwali
Razzmatazz programme from
October 12 to 13 in Mississauga. The
event has been drawing nearly 50,000
people in the five years since its
launch. Among the highlights of the
event, will be differently-abled
performers enacting the Ramlila.

Diwali AT Niagara Falls in Canada

is being

Modi's organisation was responsible
for the iconic falls being lit in the
colours of the Indian tricolour on

Independence Day this year. He
expects the Diwali celebration to be
viewed by a large number of people,
not just visitors to the Canadian side,
but those across the border in the US,
as the waterfall lies between the
Canadian province of Ontario and the
American state of New York.

The event will commence with a
cultural programme in the afternoon
before the fireworks display in the
evening. This venue plays host to
other celebrations with fireworks
displays, such as Canada Day and
Thanksgiving. |

Rita Baranwal 1o Head
US N-ENergy DIVISION

US President Donald
Trump has nominated
prominent Indian-
American nuclear expert ¥%
Rita Baranwal to head
the nuclear energy Rita Baranwal
division at the Department of Energy.

Baranwal currently serves as the
Director of the Gateway for
Accelerated Innovation in Nuclear
(GAIN) initiative.  Previously, she
served as Director of Technology
Development & Application at
Westinghouse and was a manager in
Materials Technology at Bechtel
Bettis, where she led research and
development in nuclear fuel materials
for US naval reactors.

On his 150th birth anniversary,
Mahatma Gandhi's favourite bhajan
"Vaishnava Jana To..." has been
unveiled as a global fusion medley
and in the process become a powerful
statement of India's soft power. The
medley was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during the
closing ceremony of the Mahatma
Gandhi International Sanitation
Conference said.

In an unique initiative from the ministry
of external affairs, Indian missions in
124 countries sought out musicians
and local groups to render the bhajan
adding their own flavour. The result is
a blend of voices from over 40
countries all singing the 15th century
Guijarati Bhajan of Narasi Mehta.

Serving as areminder of the apostle of
peace, around the world, videos of

Global Voice To Gandhi's Favourite Bhajan

moments from Gandhi's life and
teachings were also set to be
projected on iconic buildings. "More
than 120 locations have been
identified in as many countries - like
Piccadilly Circus in London, Burj
Khalifa in Dubai, Welt Museum in
Vienna, Buda Castle in Budapest,
Palazzo Senatorio in Rome,
Prambanan Temple in Indonesia,
Museo de Arte in Peru among others."

MEA asked its ambassadors to bring
these global voices together. " The
result is an eclectic, colourful and rich
rendition of the hymn infused with the
local flavor of the region. From
Armenia to Angola, Sri Lanka to
Serbia, Iraq to Iceland, prominent
local singers/groups have showcased
their talent to this favourite hymn of the
Mahatma."

Gita Gopinath Appointed
IMF Chief Economist

The International
Monetary Fund
(IMF) appointed
Delhi School of
Economics and
Lady Shri Ram
College alumna
Gita Gopinath as
its chief economist, a post once held
by former Reserve Bank of India
governor Raghuram Rajan. Gopinath
will succeed Maurice Obstfeld as
economic counsellor and director of
the IMF's research department. A top-
notch economist, she currently serves
as the John Zwaanstra professor of
international studies and economics
at Harvard University. The 46-yearold
India-born economist joins the
illustrious list of Rajan and Kaushik
Basu who have served as chief
economists of the IMF and the World
Bank, respectively. Basu also taught
atD-School.

Gita Gopinath

Gopinath has also served as a
member of the eminent persons'
advisory group on G-20 matters for the
finance ministry and was appointed as
economic adviser to the Kerala CM in
2016.

Gopinath, a US citizen, got her PhD in
economics from Princeton University
in 2001.Recommended By Colombia.[]
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Bhutan Week iN INdia held from

27 10

BHUTAN NEWS

To commemorate the Golden
Jubilee of diplomatic relations
between Bhutan and India, the
Royal Bhutanese Embassy in New
Delhi
Ministry of External Affairs of India,
the Indian Council of Cultural
Relations and the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA) organized a Bhutan Week
at the IGNCA Complex, 1, Janpath,

2018. Her Majesty the Queen
Mother Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck of
Bhutan and H.E. Shri Venkaiah Naidu,
Vice-President of India, graced the
opening ceremony of the Bhutan
Week on 23 September 2018 as the
Chief Guests.

The Bhutan Week was the largest and
most comprehensive event on Bhutan
ever held in India. The event had a
cross-section of 350 participants from
Bhutan who showcased Bhutan's rich
culture and the Bhutanese way of life.

The Druk Nyamrup Tshogpa (DNT) and
The Druk Phuensum Tshogpa (DPT) 10 conTesT
for The Third Parliamentary National Assembly

ElecTion scheduled on

The Druk Nyamrup Tshogpa (DNT)
and the Druk Phuensum Tshogpa
(DPT) are through to the general
round of the Third Parliamentary
National Assembly election
scheduled on 18 October 2018, after
securing highest votes in the
Primary round of elections held on
15 September2018.

Of the four parties who contested
the Primary round of elections, DNT
gained 92,722 votes and emerged

firstand DPT came second with 79,883 votes followed by Bhutan recorded at 66.27 percent with
The People's Kuen-Nyam Party (BKP) with 28,473 290,744 voters voting out of the total

90,020 votes.
Democratic Party (PDP) secured

in partnership with the g%

70 Seprember 2018

iy,

. |
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Her Majesty the Queen Mother Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck
New Delhi from 23 to 30 September of Bhutan and H.E. Shri Venkaiah Naidu, Vice-President

of India, graced the opening ceremony of the Bhutan Week

The Bhutan Week depicted 15 themes
including Bhutan's 13 forms of arts
and crafts, mask and folk dances,
living spiritual heritage, Bhutanese
films, cuisine, trade (organic and
home-grown agricultural produce),
contemporary art, tourism, Bhutanese
textile and emerging fashion,
Bhutanese highland culture,
traditional medicine, photo exhibition
illustrating more than 50 years of
friendship between Bhutan and

g

votes.

18 October 2018

India and several other interesting
activities.

During the Bhutan Week,
thousands of visitors had an
opportunity to participate in the
events to learn, wear Bhutanese
national dress, taste Bhutanese
food, and participate in
| contemporary art competition. It
also gave youth and the friendly
people of India insights into
Bhutan's tangible as well as
intangible cultural heritage, creating a
platform for exchange of ideas and
promotion of friendship.

The Bhutan Week in India was not only
befitting for the Golden Jubilee
celebrations, but also contributed
significantly to further strengthening
the special relations between the
peoples and governments of Bhutan
and India.

The DNT also received the highest
postal ballots at 37556, while 55166
were Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM) votes.The DPT had received
36912 postal and 53108 EVM votes.
The PDP secured the highest EVM
votes at 56180. As for postal votes,
the party received 23703. The BKP
secured 10409 postal and EVM
18064 votes.

During the Primary round of
elections, the voter turnout was

438,663 registered voters.
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Nikki Haley, nee Nimrata Y
Randhawa, the first-ever ¥
American cabinet member of
Indian-origin, resigned &
abruptly on Tuesday from the
Trump administration in |
which she served as the
United States’ Ambassador
to the United Nations.

In a joint appearance with
President Trump at the White
House, Haley said she was '
leaving simply because it was time to
go and it was important for
government officials to know when to
step aside. President Trump praised
her warmly both on personal and

n

professional fronts, their remarks
belying raging speculation in the
Washington commentariat that there
was something untoward in the
development.

DAays T0 Remember

Nikki Haley Quits UNniTted Nation

B ocy also quashed
™ speculation that she would
be running for the White
House in 2020 and said she
. would be campaigning for
Trump. The President said
she could come back any
time in a different capacity
and have the pick of jobs, so
happy was he with her
performance at the United
Nations.

Both said she would serve at her UN
post till the end of the year, by which
time the President would pick a
replacementin two or three weeks. []

in November, 2018

November 07 : FGEVESER AT EWEL [] November 16 : National Press Day
November 09 : Bhaidooj (This day is significant because it was
November09 : Cambodia-Independence Day on this day that the Press Council of
November10 : World Science Day India started functioning as a moral
(Science has changed our lives in watchdog to ensure high standards
extraordinary ways. But there are expected from this powerful medium
necessary to convey to the people that Democracy.”)
science should be used for peace and || November 18 : Orr!an- Nat|0|.1al Day
development.The first Science Day November 20 : Universal Children's Day
was collrr -(Intheworld, November2.0eachlyear
on10th November, 2002 Since then is celebrated to promote international
this day is used as an occasion to togetherness arld e o> among
. children worldwide.)
encourage nations to share the .
) ! November21 : World Television Day
benefits of science.) - . . .
(Television. miraculous invention has
November11 : Poland-Independence Day . :
. ] changed our lives in so many ways. It
November14 : Children's Day .
. entertains, educates, broadens our
(It is an acknowledged fact that the s .
i ¢ minds and has broken geographical,
e iREAE ey & i Ie.aders o linguistic and cultural barriers. It brings
tomorrow: SO 4113 we!l-bemg g us news, focuses attention on social,
proper bringing up of children should political and military matters with
be the primary concern of a nation.To speed and efficiency. It is a great
highlight these points and focus on the medium for communication. The
day Wh|Ch iS the b|rthday Oflndia|S firSt declared November 21 to be World
Primfa Minist_er Jawaharlal Nehru.) Television Day.)
November15 : Belgium -Kings Day November23 : [ENTAGNITICEL )
November15 : Brazil -Republic Day November25 : Suriname - National Day
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